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General Observations upon the Case itself; 

U^ON HER 
Through the Medium of her Fiogers \ 

With Additional Proofs of her Blindness. 
AND WITH STRICTURES 

tpon Mr. iBDdar8*s Pamplilet, •nthled, '« Hints to Credulity;" upon the 

Letters of Mr. Egerton SIqJMi, the Editor of the Mercurv ; an4 

upoB the general Conduct of her Opponents towards 

this Suffiaring Female atid her Supporters. 
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Notict U> m Vntltc 



Hie sreater part of this book was firinted preTlnos to the death of Min M*AToy. Eight 
pages were left for the insertioD of the remainder of the case to the end of Jone, the period 
of its intended pablicatioo ; but the delay in printing it, oecarioned a considerable addition , 
and tin reader will observe this addition to commenoe in the half^eheet mariced N* p. gf to 
104, and again N«* page gf to 100. 

The reader Is requested to correct the following erraU, and to sapply the aeeenis to the 
Xatin words, where they have been omitted by the printer. 



page. line. 

xU....18Preftee, for jnstAed, read jastlfled. 
3dY....last line do. for stonger, read stronger 
xvili. . • .10 ditto, for attemps, read attempts 
Vote do. 1 after if, insert any of 
S. ... 14 for redeved, read received. 

88 for et read qnod. 
3. .. .5 ft 6 for dependence, read dependence 
22.. ..8 for panllatum, rend ^anluinra. 
22.... S5 for majis. rend Magis 
23. ... 13 after obtained, insert ; 
14 dele ; 

17 dele probably. 
32...*25 dde copU ' 
34 ... .29 for fae<la, read foe<1a. ^. 

40....17 for Sberwin, read Sherwei). 
44.. ..25 dele the blood was. 
46.. • .4 for leans, read lean 

6 for Alls,, read foH 
49.. ..12 for arina read nrlnae. 
51.... 17 after dispamit insert foil point ' 
52.. ..31 note, for hebdonadem, read hebdo- 

madem. 
53.. ..4 for injestis, read ingestis. 
64.... 80 for 30th, read 31st. 

24 dele pnlsations. 

65. ... 14 for comes, read come. 
66. ... 10 for comes, read eome. 
07* ... 27 for let, read last— and for vertebra, 

read vertebra. 
69.. ..19 for tnmonr, read tnmonn. 

25 for and, read having. 
82. ... 13 after apple, read tree 
83. ...21 for arina, read nrinam.' 
85. ... 12 for mistare , read mixture 
86.... 8 fw a, read any. 
9S....3 for T44. read 164 

103. . . .sheet V 7 for bnisenit, read bisentt. 
80 for minaie, read mlnote. 
100.... do. 5 dele it. 

16 do. dele freqaoocy 

17 do. dele first and 
102. ••.29 lest line for earn read cam 
103.... do. 10 for via, read vin. 

97.. ..K** 23 for toit, read foit. 

98.... do. 11 forTinch, read Tlnot. 
100. ... do. £3 for by. read to 
104.... do. 1 read Joly Sd 

109. • • . Kote, line 7 for Edward, read Israel. 

110. • • . 39 for obstrasive, read obtrusive. 
112. ••.7 for possesses, read possess. 
il5« , • iS Note, for Edward, read Everard. 



page. line. 

117.... 34 aftersdnatas, 
1 1 8 .... 7 for Icnow, read known. 
120. . . .4 for surgeon, read apotbeeait. 
122.... 5 for eye, read eyes. 
131..,. 28 for enquiry, read inquiry. 
134.... 3 for enqnlry, read inquiry. 
138.... 2 after blindness, insert full point. 
141.... 18 for enqairy, read inquiry. 
142 .... 1, for enquire, read inquire. 
142.... 25, note, for nons, read notu. 
14f). . . .2 note, for stnglee, read single. 
• l«7...L.laK,line,for Sandar's, read Sandars^ 
151.... 12, and thronghout the work, for 

TVail, read Tiraill. 
151. •.«28 for effected, read afiiscted. 
152. .. .5, note, for connoisances, read connoie. 

sances. 
■ . 3&4forsaperogation,readsiipereit>ga. 

tion. 
f after voice, add full point. 
153.. ..18 after examination, insert comma^ Sc 

dele into her case. 
154.. ••4, note, dele semicol<Mi. 
154.... 23 note, for ilia, read ista. 
1^....19, for is, read are. 
175....II for R. read B. 
178.... 20 for compleated, read completeiL 
180. . . .5, for crowed, read crowded. 
198. .. .9 for #ere, read was. 
200.... 19 for seperately, read scparatdy. 
201 . . ..6 note, for the, read them. 
202.... 5 after April, insert Dr. Jardioe. 
205. . . .2 after upon, read talEing. 
SO7....22 read subscribers. 
219. . . .27 read occasionally. 
227.... 26 for silk read velvet. 
295....3 for E. read T. 
238.... 4 for plane, read plain. 
241. ...1 f<Mr at. read on. 
245. ... 22 for wonderfulr, read wonderfoU 

APPENDIX. 
1 ... .33 after pockets, insert comma 
21. ...1 for his, read Is. 
42. . . .18 for vitrious, read vltreooa. 
46. . . .42 for nether, read neither 
49. .. .23 for othert, read other. 
52.... 12 after stomach, insert semlooloa. 
52 ... .39 for tumour, read humour 
56. ... 5 for these, read those 
57. • • «5 for great, read greater. 
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Amovt the latter end of the y^r 181d» tb^ public at- 
tendon waa etcited by reports of tbe extimordinary 
powen of Miaa M'Aroy, wbo» reputed to be blind, waa 
not only capable of reading and sewings bat of distiQ^ 
gaiahiDgGoloora tbroagb the mediom of the fiogera* Tlie 
eaee with which individoaU gaioed acceaa te thiK yoQOg 
fraaale^ enabled them to judge of the truth or &laehood 
of <he reports in oiroolation, and they dtaaeMianted their 
opiniona fiur and wide, ao as to attract, not only the at- 
tention of the oorions, hot of men of scieace. As t had 
attended Miss M^Avoy during the period wlien §ke lost 
her sight, tkree months previous to my knowledge of 
her possessing these powers, and,, having minutely exa*^ 
mined into the truth of her statement, by making those 
experiments I deemed satisfactory of her claim to the pos^ 
aession of thern^ I felt it an incumbent duty to give all the 
information on the subject which lay in my power. I was 
induced to do this more particularly from the repeated 
demands which were made by the different periodical wri- 
ters for information. In the Narrative I stated the cireum- 
stances which appeared in her favoar^ as well as those whicb 
were against her ; and my intentions before and after the 
time of printing the Narrative, were repeatedly dechired^ 



vi PRBFACB. 

oFpablisbiDg whatever could be advanced a^^ainst ber 
by any otber person. Her opponents kept to tbeoi- 
lelves the proofs they since bare given to the pnblic, 
irotil the Narrative was published, that by seeing the de- 
tail of experiments made to ascertain the troth, they 
might be enabled to garble from it, those parts which 
would give more weight to their assertions. 

The candour and fairness of my statement were oni- 
formly allowed in the first instance even by those critics 
who afterwards vacillated in their opinions. 

• 
' Having no tbedry to establish on her bliodness being 
proved, and being arrived at that time of life, when new 
opinioiis or reputed fiicts are questioned before they are 
admitted to be trne, I could have no motive in assert* 
teg Miss M'Avoy to be blinds but the oonviciion.she was 
so ; and this conviction has not been prodooed, in my 
mind, upon slight grounds, but from the result' of expe^ 
riments made to ascertain the fact, which have' been 
heretofore deeoied sufficient to satisfy th* Ani^oinlst wBUjk 
Philosopher* Indeed ber blindness was not:dispQtec( 
until the period when it ^as discovered she posseissed'tho 
power of distingnishing colours, &c. But when ehe be* 
gan to discover colours, by the medium of the fingers^ 
through glass, and objects which were pas»ng or idbbtio* 
nary in the street, through the same mediuih, every per* 
i^n liegan to doubt the tnUh of the assertion ; and I 
donbtedj nnttl, by the experimeots I made, I found I musi 
believe in the fact, or resist the evidence of my sene^* 
Hoilian record had given no pro<tf of powers of this de^ 
scription, and it was very natural for scientific men who 
had Ofot seen Miss M'Avoy, to give ber up as an impoa* 
tor. In the Hiitory of Nature, boweiner, cireumstaocea 
equally extraordinary Itave been found to exist; and 
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flfore ActS) which a century ago would haT# been thoof ht 
ifsposffilMe, have heen admitted id the present day. 

•• » • r • r 

fSe^ neqoe tarn facfliB ret uQa ett« qiiui«a primum 
Dif&dlis magiB ad credendum constet : itemque 
Kfl adeoioagnum,, me tam minbiWqafeiiiuntt 
PHadpio, ^nod non mlatiantinfanler onuMi 
FanOatiA;-. 

The unceri^in state oIT }iis& M^Avo^'s health, fora very 
long period to the present time, which frequently indi- 
cated a fatal termination, prevented me from publish- 
ing the continuation of her case, and for the same rea- 
son I did not think it necessary to enter into any. de« 
fence against the numerous assailants of her integrity, as 
I had only a very few proofs to advance in addition to 
those already stated |n the Narrative, Miss M'Avoy 
having lost, 11) a gre^t measure, for nearly the same period 
of time, the powers w|)ich had so much distinguished 
tier. 

I bad also a stronger reason for deferring the pub- 
lication, for, in case of her decease, her friends, in conse- 
quence of Miss M^Avoy's own request, would have per- 
mitted her body to be inspected, by which the nature of 
tbe disease might have been elucidated, and the fact of 
her blindness, or the contrary, been proved to the sa- 
tisfaction of all parties. Had such an event taken 
place, I should have given another proof, that in this, 
whole affair I have acted under no concealment, but 
with that openness, impartiality, and wish of investigat- 
ing the troth, the importance of the case demanded ; for it 
was my declared iptention to have invited, particularly, 
those persons to be present at this examination, who, 
without sufficient inquiry, had been most vi rulent in 
their mmriiofm of inspotftore; Hewerer gvatliying, un- 
der such an: event taking p4aoe, the in||iiiry wo^kl have- 
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hdte tcMne, a«4 1^ 1h# firff&ds of Troth, I ifgoiw S^ 
M'Avoy sttU liv««, aB4 altiiiHigfa her health is io<a jaoat 
precarious state, I yet hope she may ultimately recover^ 
and that the fact of her blindness may in some other way 
be clearly ascertained. 

I see no reason why acrimony of laognafe, or i| 
want of forbearance towards those who support the 
opinipn of Miss M^Avoy's blindness, should have 
been so much excited by her opponents. They have 
shewn a feeling more indicative of personal pique than of 
justice to Miss M^Avoy, and in the violence of their op- 
position, resting upon a very slight evidence, they have 
brpught themselves before the bar of the public, and 
have in a certain degree, influenced that public to agree 
witb them in opinion. But the advocates of Miss 
M^Avoy's blindpess do not rest their opinion upon slight 
grounds; they have examined and re-examined it, and 
they more firmly adhere to that conviction which was 
^ impressed upon their minds in a very early stage of the 
busiuess. The public is in the end however a just judge; 
it acts from the evidence before it, but, as it does not aU 
ways obtain that evidence m the most direct way, it must 
await the period when the production of facts will do 
away the prejudice, by which the individual, forming a 
part of that public, is generally too much actuated. The 
manner in which this opposition has been carried on. 
Induces me to suppose the grounds upon which Miss 
M^Avoy's opponents rested their proofs did not convince 
themselves, at least had a very weak foundation, or they 
would not have had recourse to those means, which had 
the effect of suppressing inquiry, and of arresting any 
evidence in her favour. 

At the period when the pnblie attenttoh had been given 
t^ the report ef her powers; when the evideiioe of her 
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j/ mm i mmimg itmm povms was fi«fmi0ir tlwa IM vhMi 
cmld 1m bnwflht agaiMt iMf; wben har firifii48 had 
dM3tw«ii tiiait viUiBgMtt to allow any oxaHuoatioii, 
wbhA aeieatifeaftoa miglit witb. What do I find in ^ 
periodical poUioatioa oodes the head of A Retroapac-^ 
tioB of Madiaal Seimoo, in tl^ London Medical Repo* 
sitory, for Dacemher, )817, relatiog to thia subject, but 
the f(|Uoving paragraph :-r-' In notidiif the physiology 

* of vision our readers may expect that we should mak* 
' some observations on the case of Miss M'Avoy, of Ll- 
' verpooly which was lately brooght before the public by 

* the Rev. Mr. (Glover, and Dr. Renwiclc. We have 
^ only to state that, on a visit which Mr. Thomson (one 
^ of the Editors) made to Liverpool, although he had not 

* an opportunity of seeing Miss M*Avoy, yet, from the 

* information which he had received from Dr. Traill, Dr, 
^ Vose, and several other respectable persons in Liver- 
' pool, able to form a correct judgment oh the subject, 

* there is not the least reason for doubting that the whole 

* is a gross imposition upon public credulity. This has 

* I>een clearly pointed out also, in a pamphlet on the sub* 
' ject, written by Mr. Sandars of Liverpool, although the 

* motives that have induced the young Lady to invent, 

* and perform so singular a farce cannot be readily ex^ 

* plained.' 

' This paragraph is not less extraordinary for the injus« 
tice of the information which it contains, than for the 
ere4ulity of Mr. Thomson, to whom I cannot attach any 
degree of credit, as a man of research, for tiie purposes 
of bis Repository. It was an easy matter to have made 
further inquiry before he published this libel upon Miss 
M^Avoy. I doubt much if he bad read the Narrative 
QjT he woold Uava seen what opportonities Dr. Traill bad 
of jodgip^ of hei: cs^(e.$ and as Dr. Vo^e was scarcely 
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moiitioiied in It, ex«^ as a vWtof aM^ETeriiiBe^ itiiiigiit 
be sappoved-be had atUl f^ww maaiigof ^MiiBfaig*^i9for* 
nalttidn' on the subjed*. Mr^ Thomsoa oartaMy did nal; 
act with tbe usual pradaace of an Edttor, in daeidi«g 
from 00 parte e^idianoe, that imposliira existed, and I 
have no^ doubt be will vagral Huit, apov « anbyaet of tbis 
importance, he dependod apoathe-^^ diaii of -any 
mas, when he |iad the' opportimit^ of judging for 
hiaiself. . . * 

i^ome of her opponeutei have propagated a report aa 
f$ir as their influence extended, that the illness of Miss 
lyl'Avoy was even feigned. It is unnecessary for me to 
refute an assertion of this kind, but it is indeed extraor- 
d.{nary, that men of the least respectability of character, 
dare to pass8uch an opinion upon the public, when they 
must be well aware, there is no foundation for it, and 
when the strongest evideuce coqld be produced to con- 
tradict it. 

When pubiic opinion pould not be entirely preju- 
diced by the united efforts of a strong party, advanc- 
ing arguments against her possessing these powers, or 
in refuting the proofs in her favour, they were induc- 
ed to change their mode of attack, and, to effect the pur- 
pose of influencing this opinion, have endeavoured to 
turn into ridicule, not only the proofs, but the persons 
who witnessed them. Ridicule is a daiifgerous weapon 
in the hands of designing persons, and the fear of being* 
the object of it, will often deter men of good sense from 
supporting their opinions with proper firmness.- How- ' 
ever dastardly such conduct may appear to those - 
who will dare to support what they believe to be true, 
against the united efforts of private pique, party preju- 
dice, and personal interest; yet, great allowance is to be - 
made for those who are formed in a weaker mold^ and 
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wham tttaaitkm in life previMtitlMnB from iiasafdiiig the 
?ery jneaiis of exlBtence, by adf ooeting* the truth against 
tte ioflaence of power. Thia eondoet of Mbs M^Ayoy's 
oppoaeiits^ haa however had this infloenoe, and many 
indlTidaaia in Liverpool, wlio combine theadrantages of 
situatiaD, property, and of ability, liare eyen allowed 
tiMBselTea to be rilenoed in this way, thoogb oooTinced 
of MisB M*A Toy's blindness, and of her baytog possessed 
rery extraordinary powers, 

<< Par «un the world prevafl'd, and ite draad laugh 
«< Which flcaroe U^ finn phOoaopher ean ■eor^" 

As scandal increases by propagation, so bare some of 
Miss M'Avoy's opponents gone still farther, andcbarg* 
ed her immediate friends, her late confesssor, Mr. Tho- 
mas, and me, with conniving at the imposition, but I 
shall pass over so infamous a charge with the pity it de- 
serves. It could only have origioated in minds which, 
being really depraved, have more pleasure in looking at 
the worst, than the best side of human nature, and who, 
by endeavouring to injure the characters of their neigh- 
bours, gratify those malignant passions which degrade 
themselves, but cannot hurt the other parties. The truly 
ffood mind will give no weight to aspersions of this na- 
ture, but the bad will appreciate them as originating in 
the counter-part of themselves. 

M Q^ altcnvn ioouat {tsofari cum ipaum se intueri oporteU" 

The plan I pursued in the Narrative has been objected 
toby:indivldoals who wished for the immediate gratification 
of their cariosity, because it unites too closely, the medi- 
cal with the experimental part of the dase ; bat I think 
this objection is made without suiRcletit reason, as the dis- 
ease Miae M*Avoy labours under, is evidently connected 
vrith a peculiar stale o the nervons system, which must 
hare given rise to tbh« f culty of distinguisl^ing colonr8,&P, 



Ab tbe njmpifma oUrop^^MrioB in k«r fciMlltet; ^f the 
eoavolshrtt ufaeliM and pais abovt fha ragioii of tire 
lieart^ asd <ha tomoatiD her side inerca^ed, tbe pofweft 
wbieb^bad befoeediitiiifQiiedherboradiealmoiit exti^ct^ 
M tbalriiaee tli4 Ifttl&of Nsrembery 1817, tkm bm been 
hMapfeiUe of. doiolr any ibiaf , eaceprt eewini^, Mtkliip 
paper ea silk oraiaioeirtoy and now and tlien dlstingvisH* 
^ ing avietel, naming a colonr, or readinf a word. Whe^ 
ther upon tlie removal of tlMM eymplomi, th^ fcmitt 
will return, is a question I cannot determine witli any 
degree of certainly. . . 

I feel myself juslfied, from tbe consideration of these 
circumstances, in continuing tbe detail of tbe Case in- a 
similar manner to that in the Narrative^ that the piiblic 
may judge for itself. I have also stated those examina- 
tions more fully, which were mentioned at tbe end of 
the Narrative, and tbe result of other experiments made 
afterwards. I have been blamed also for making an un- 
authorized array of names, but the reason of my naming 
different individuals, who were present at the various 
examinations which took place, was simply as a reference 
to those who had not seen her, for a confirmation of tbe 
truth of my statements. 

When I revert to the pains which have been taken to 
throw obloquy npon this suffering female, I cannot dis- 
cover why she has become the object of so modi virnlett^e. 
It coold not have been derived from bet ready oompli-' 
aoce with the wishes of the public^ to examine into the 
truth of her case ; nor from tbe moM doubts wbioh have 
been excited by her opponents that she can see ; nor yet 
from tbe uncommon nature of her powess, btit from some 
other motive they may be afraid to own, lest it migfal incur 
a suspicion that their oppositioii was net disinterested* 



It ii oertalii that flie •xamiQation of her oj^poaents, 
Ifito the truth or ftlaahood of her fltatement, has geae- 
rally been very slight. One or two visits, at times very 
eften when the power became deficient, was the appii'- 
rent eaiise which indiioedl diem to talce a decfded part 
agijnst her; and although they heard from other indivt- 
doais, eqnaliy capable of exerciiing their judgment with 
themselves^ that they had seen her distinguish coloursi 
read, &c. when covered with a mask, and frequency oat 
of the line of vision, or behind her ; and who in a few 
words declared, at one time she had failed in the trial, 
and» at another, had sacceeded ; yet her opponents 
took as their guide, the instances of her failure, not the 
proofs of her success. Having determined to declare her 
an impostor upon grounds, they must be aware were not 
tenable, they went no more near her, but endeavoured, 
by repeating these assertions of imposture, tp deter other 
persons who were inclined to vi^it her, from convincing 
themselves of the truth or falsehopd of their reports. 
They moat have been afraid of the inquiry being pursued, 
or they would not, by the most unwarrantable insinua- 
tions, hav^ endeavoured to arrest it, and to blacken the 
character of ap inaooent female. 

They have even taken advantage of the chrcnmstance, 
that I did not answer their illiberal effusions against her, 
to iajBuejuce all within their sphere of attraction ; and 
they have induced aome by persuasion, and others by* 
fear of tho oonaeqnences of believing in so extraordinary 
a case, that they must be the only persons who could 
give a true account, or make a decided experiment ! ! ! 

It is natural enough to doubt in such a case as this, but 
before gentlemen did express their opinion so positively, 
Iheyshould) at least, have been assured of its correctness, 

b 



Crediiltty toihe charge they liaFe laadp agaioflf iqe aod 
the supporters of Miss. M^Ayoy'sstaiemeptf but how 
have they proved my credulity, or her want of veracity ? 
Not sorely by the very trifling; opportanities they bad of 
ioqairy! Not from the experiipents of Mr. Egerton 
Smith ! Nor from the hints of Mr. Saadars 1 And still less 
friim the evidence of the numeroas and respectable io- 
dividaaiswho have seen her give decided proo& of her 
possession of the powers related in the Narrative. 

The opponents of Miss M^Avoy in their eagerness to 
condemn her, have probably forgotten some material 
points in the History of Human Nature, or they would 
have paused before they issued their dogmata upon this 
curious case. They would have considered tbeoccasW 
onal vigour and evanescence of this power, as depending 
upon other influence than that of deception. They 
would not have branded Miss M^Avoy as an impostor; if 
they recollected that the energy of any sensation is pro- 
portioned to the degree of attention the mind may give 
to the external object which excites it. They would 
have found also, that this energy is weakened by a re- 
petition of these sensations, and might, if continued loan 
extreme degree, be entii^ely destroyed. Thus it was in 
Miss M'Avoy's case, for, if she had been fatigued in the 
exercise of this faculty to too great a degree, she lost the 
power, but again recovered it, when she desisted for a time 
^from distinguishing colours, reading, Ac. Any agitation 
or uneasiness produced a similar effect to the fatigue of 
exerting her powers, and in a more rapid way, for these 
causes acted more immediately upon the sensorinm, and 
by weakening its energy, deprived the remote parts of 
the body of the peculiar feeling which excited our atten- 
tion. It has also been observed, that two sensations will 
not act with the same force, at the same moment, because 
the stonger will generally overcome the weaker. Thus 



when Miss M'AToy's attention was excited by Aty cause 
which was powerful enough to overcome the Sensafion 
of her sufferings, she would often distinguish coIonrSy 
read, &c. ; but at other times when this excitement'dM 
not exist, she succumbed under it, and the power was 
diminished, or lost. 

Mr. Egerton Smith came very early into the field, and, 
because he could not account for the powers he had wit- 
neissed, in a light wh^e b^ could barely discern the 
leaves of a book, and with a bandage covering hep eyes, 
asserltid they must owe their origin to the infloencj^ • of 
vision I How far may scepticism be carried, if reason pai^ 
not fix bounds to its range ? 

It has been surmised that the opinions of lilr. Joseph 
t^^Sandars were derived from his medical friends who 
made him the vehicle for conveying their sentiments 
of, or prejudices against Miss M'Avoy. But whether this 
surmise be correct or not, I cannot acqnft him of pre- 
sumption In taking upon himself to criticise the facts re- 
lated in the Narrative ; but ^' Les passions les plus vio- 
iente^ lais!»ent quelquefois du relache, mais la vaniti 
Qous agite toujours." There is also a striking evidence 
from the samepess of the charges against Miss M'Avoy 
in the different letters, that they were obtained for the 
mere .purpose of making out a good case. It is well 
knowa that Mr. bandars declared his intention of puz- 
zling Miss M'Avoy on the very morning of the day .•f 
his visit) so that it may be fairly presumed he had pre- 
judged the question.* ' 



* The pu))lication of Mr. Sandars followed so immediately that of the Nar- 
rative, that very little time was allowed for the perusal of the latter ; the bold 
ani positive assertions of him and of his friends, induced the public to believe 
he must be right, because that public could not conceive any man would 
have the hardihood, in the face of a multitude of experiments, which had been 



Tb^opi^QrtopitMAwbiob.other persons bad, wbo op{i^o^ 
lAm WA^oj's preteosioiis to tbe poateisioii of peooliac 
poppets, ^ far as I am. aequaioted witb tbem, have qo(, 
bee& mucb greater tbaa tbat from wbicb Mr. Sandara 
drew ]bia eoDc^Msiqas. . • 

I hhve given an account of tbe two wbicb Dr. Traill 
had of examining into her case; once at'Warertree, atld 
once in St. Paul's Square. Dr. Vose also tislted her at 
Waveftr^e, and once at her own bouse, when she wais id 
convulsions. When I firstread tbe dames of Dr. Traill 
and Dr. VoiSe as the atitKority for the opinion of MrJ 
Tlionipson, one of the Editors of th^ London Medical 
Repository, (alluded to above,) I most own I was sur<^ 
pri^dy because I was convinced tbat neither of the gen- 
tlemen w.ould'bave b^en satisfied with similar evidence 
in any other cMe, as a proof of vision. 

It is well known I have taken the utmost pains to give 
every information and every opportunity of examination 
into her case, vcbich individuals might wish: and it is 



Repeated also by difTerent individuals, to foist upon ii an opinion so hastily 
formed, and so incautiously given ; founded upon an almost mcnnentary eza« 
mination, and expressed at the time in a manner indicative of a dtfifeieDey oC 
common -foeUng, and of that .spirit of cool investigation, which should in* 
Suence the man of science not to haYe decided without stronger grounds upem 
a poiAt, which to say the least of it, might be donbtfiil, and in which the cha- 
ncter ofa young fomale was aeriouslgrimj^icated* . . : . .< 

The diaifge* of imposition was madeiigainst Miss M'Avoy, and the foots 
in the Narrative were either not read, or were passed by as Actions teo0g!ht 
forward to de«ive tbe pubUc. The perusal of these facts, and of others which 
will be noticed hereafter, wiU shew how imprudent it is to draw a too hastf 
conclusion whether in favour of, or against an occurrence of an extraordinary 
natof^ . Indeed, anriropartial person might doubt Arom.the evidence upon 
which they have ae^, whether ,|he /charge of imposition i^nst the public 
might not, with more.prqprie^y, be Jaj4 against.someof her opponents, than 
ngunA Miss M^Avoy. ... 



iN|ilid|)r wM known thst the gnmimf p«rt of IhiDM^ Vlio 
vMted h%T^ are perftotlycdtiTineed, not oMy of lio^^ 
bitiidness, bat of .lier baviogr' poewmed the pectoUar pow* 
m attributed to her. Id this Narratiye T have 'aaid» ^ I 
'am merriy the historian of her caee, not 'the' adveoate of 
impoetore ; and if any evidenoe be ndyanoed, that ihe oan 
see, which if better than what I faatre pfrodneed of her 
blindneas; IjBhall Dot hesitate tojretl*acta» opinion which 
lias not been fimaded npon slight groands,' hor wifiiont 
^e doe coomderatton the subject dehnanded." 

I will even yet redeem this pledge if any proof be giren 
that she has possessed the ppwer of vision at any period 
from the 7th of Jon^, 1816; te the present time; fori 
have nooe of tho^ fbelings wliich would prevent me 
from acicnowledging an errror, if 1 had committed it, for 
the acknowledgment of error is no degradation to any 
man. But, until that time arrive, I must hold the opinion 
I have formed from a multitude of experiments and facts, 
for ^' Mea mihi conscientia plnris est, quim omnium 
sermW ' / 

It was my intention many months ago^ to publish the 
Continuation of the Narrative of this Case, but the reasons 
I have assigned, have induced me to defer it. I should 
8tiH hare deferred it, had it not been for that information 
which often reaches the individual the most interested, 
the liast of all. 

I found the very persons who should have been guided 
by the evidence of their senses, and who were atrenoous 
advocates in Miss M*Avoy's favour, diminish, as it were, 
one by one, because they found it hazardous in the ex* 
treme to venture an opinion against ridicule, satire, and 
sarcasm. 



Erf wMid^ntal . inforniaiioii 1 beeame aoqiiUated with 
the mode povsned by Miss JM^Avby's aniagfonigtsto ntMiike 
her HitBgHt]^ 8U8(l*clted, aiodi hy cbargiiig md with oradu' 
litjTto ii^iBre.ih^ pmfeseioiiaUy^ becaina a ^^redjbioasmaa 
^ns^alwayabe doubted «s a man of sound. jodg^OMiit; hot 
l^misUt rciort spott a&y paraoa whoadtoba^ ifais doc- 
rvoAy thiit i«)dradplity lift a weakness in bim who refuses 
fto believe that which be sees ; and becoiiies, ^f he persist, 
ibrtbls conduet, axorinfte.of no small magoltm^e ; more 
particularly, 'when b^ attemps to stem the- cnrreiit 
of truth by eij^^ulphing it in the dangerous rprtex of 
faisehood^H 

' Fi^om an observation of a gentleman mentioned in 
the Cotttinuiltion of h/tt oase. I found that a system 
had. been adopted to roaka the putdic suppose the 
whole affair an. imfioeitioa. From that momiBiit I i^i/et- 
mhied not \6 await tbe event of her death; which I had 
before inteilded,'Mid which there tiad been every reason 
to expect, at different periods for more than two years 
past, but to publish the Continuation of her Case, to 
state the facts as they really were, and to leave tbe public 
to-judge of them. 

Liverpool^ April 20th, 1820. 



*6<nne of my 'friends have said 'with a smile, ^^ Ah ! Doclor, if our richer 
meiduuits, or neighbouring gentlemen had related this case, your professional 
brethren would each have examined into its nature; you would have been 
saved from the charge of credulity ; and the numbers who would then have 
beHeved in, and repented upon it, would have cstaUiBhed the truth of the 
■tfrtpmem, iglth the public." 



THB 
CONTINUATION OF THE NARRATIVE 

OF 

MISS MARGARET M'AVOY^a CASE. 



JlN the Narratiye, the account of this case Ls brought 
down to the 1st of October, and I shall proceed with the 
continuation of it to the present time. 

October 8th, 1817. — ^The efifects of the mercury were * 
very perceptible in the mouth and gums, and its use Was 
discontinued. Complains much of the pain and beating 
sensation in the back of the head. Pulse 120. 

Abdomen minus tensum evadit, sed, manu pressuni, doloie affidtur. 
AlvuB wdvitur, at d^ectiones parv« tenesmo concomitantur. 
Omitt. Lin. et PiU Hydrarg. 

Cap. OL Ricln. J 1 atatim.' 

October 9th. — The pain in the head is still more acute. 
Oleum ricini non tovlmit. 

Note. I received a note from Dr. Brandreth request- 
ing^ me to obtain permission for the Bishop of Che^^ter, 
the Rev. Mr. Slade, Vicar of Bolton, and Miss Law, to 
visit Miss M'Avoy. I seat Dr. Brandreth's note with a 



few lines to Mr. Hughes, to enforce his reqnest for the 
necessary permission, which was refused upon the plea 
of indisposition. Having received a note also from Mr. 
Wm. Earie, upon the same subject, I went up to St. 
PauFs Square, to visit Miss M'Avoy, and, to endeavour, 
if her state of health permitted it, to gain her consent to 
receive the above party, and the Dean of Chester, Dr. 
Hodgson. As Miss M'Avoy was very poorly, I coin- 
cided in the propriety of her not receiving any visitors. 
Notes were sent to Dr Brandreth, and to Mr. Earlc, 
assigning Miss M'Avoy's illness, as the reason for refus- 
ing the party admission. Dr. Brandreth however called 
upon me the following morning, to say he had not 
recieved my note until he returned home In the after* 
noon, but that, in the mean time, he had accompanied 
the Bishop and his party to St. Paul's Square, and found 
Miss M^Avoy so very unwell that he declared his inten- 
tion of not troubling her to make any trial of her 
powers. Her usual g^ood nature, however, prevailed 
over her distressing feelings, and she told Dr. Brandreth 
* she would try if she could distinguish colours, &c. Her 
hands were so very cold that Dr. Brandreth rubbed them 
with a towel for some time. The goggles were then tied 
on, and she went throug;Ji the different trials with consi- 
derable correctness for a little time, but soon afterwards 
lost the power. 

October 10th. 

Heri imbibit oleum ridni, et valde profuiu 

She was induced from the persuasion of some of 
her friends to go to the Oratorio with Mr. Thomas. As ' 
there was some difficulty in obtaining an eligible jieat. 
Dr. Brandreth, being one of the aommittee, was applied 
to, and he recommended her to sit under the orchestra. 
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wUere she woqI4 be less mcominoded than aoy where 
else. He was so polite as to attend her to another doot 
for this purpose. Miss M^Avoy was sopported on the 
one side by Dr. B., and on the other by Mr. Thomas, 
who, forgetting tbe circnmstance of her entire depend* 
ence upon them, were engaged in conversation. In 
crossing the charch yard. Miss M^Avoy's feet came in 
contact ^ ith a very low grave-stone, and, she would have 
fallen, had she not been supported. When in tbe^ ohorcb) 
a book of the words of the Oratorio, or selection of 
sacred music was given to her, but she could not read 
the words with her fingers; nor did she appear, from Dr. 
Braodreth's acconnt, to be particolarly delighted with 
the music, although she afterwards expressed herself 
pleased with it. The strength of the chorus being too 
powerful, she was very soon obliged to leave the church 
and return home. In the afternoon, Mr. Blundell, of 
Ince, met me in St. Paul's Square, by appointment, and 
Miss M^Avoy went through the different experimenta 
very correctly. The goggles were first used, and then 
the pieces of goldbeater's sicin upon silk and velvet. 
Mr. Blundell expressed Uim^lf satisfied she was blind* 
folded, 

October 1 1th. — Miss M^Avoyis considerably better. 

Lord and Lady Lilford, Mr. and Mrs. Ireland Black- 
burne, Mr. Rawsthome, Mr. Sankey, of HoUiwell, Mr. 
Wra. Perry, jun. and several other persons were present. 
The goldbeater's skin and the goggles were separately 
made use of to blindfold her, and the party expressed 
themselves satisfied the coverings were effectual for the 
purpose. She named the colour of silks, liquids, seals, 
&e« the time of the day in different watches; she told 
one coloured liquor* behind her. With her b&nd upon 



the window, she said there was a genileman standing 
upon a part of the stone-work belong^ing to the chorch ; 
she said, correctly, he had his hands before him, and 
afterwards that he held two bottles in his hands. On 
this day a circumstance occurred whieh I think it neces- 
sary to state, as it gave greater currency to a report 
which had been circulated before, that Miss jMi'Avoy 
received money from the persons who visited her. Mr. 
Wm. Perry, jun. now Dr. Perry, and I were only left 
in the room, when the party went away, and we were 
surprised at the retura of the Rev. Vincent Giover, one 
of the party, who gaily said, I have brought money for 
you, at the same time placing some silver in her lap. 
Miss M'Avoy instantly refused it, and requested Mr. 
Glover to return it to the parties, as she never took 
money from any body. I was silent, determined to see 
how Miss M'Avoy would act. Mr. Glover insisted on 
her keeping the money, and as it could not be then 
returned, she retained it. Mr. Wm. Perry and I then 
went away. I mentioned the circumstance to Dr. Brand* 
reth, and afterwards to the Rev. E. Glover, her confes- 
sor, who both reprobated the placing Miss M^Avoy in 
so unpleasant a situation. 

Lord Lilford it seems was the person who asked Mr. 
V. Glover if Miss M'Avoy was fond of fruit, which he 
answered in the affirmative, and Lord Lilford gave a 
few pieces of silver for the purpose of purchasing it. 
The identical money was wrapped up in paper, and 
placed upon the mantle-piece. Upon Mr. Hughes bein^ 
informed a few days afterwards of the circumstance, he 
requested Mr. E. Glover to enclose it in a parcel direct-p 
ed to Lord Lilford, and accompanied with a polite note, 
stating the reason for returning it. The fitmily were 
afraid of informing Mr. Hughes of it before, as it would 



have tald him that parties bad been admitted after he 
had pofiitirely declared his determiiiatioa to refuse ad- 
mifisioD to erery person who oame to visit his step«dangh* 
ter for the mere sake of cnriosity. 

October 13th. — Continues much the same. 

I had some difficulty in obtaining liberty for a party 
to visit her this afkernoon> and as it was generally under* 
stood this would be the last large party the family would 
eyer admit again, the room was literally inundated, so 
that the chairs, tables, and piano «forte were taken into 
requisition as standing places, and several ladies in front 
of Miss M^Avoy were upon their knees during this exa- 
mloation. Amongst the party were the Rev. Jonathan 
Brook9) Mr. Thomas Cropper, Mr. John Cropper, Mr. 
Thomas Corrie, Mr. Shuttlewerth, Mr. Ingram, and 
several other gentlemen and ladies, in all making thirty- 
five persons, in a room about Hi feet by 12^. As Miss 
M^Avoy's eyes, particularly the left, were sore, I was in^ 
daced only to apply one layer of goldbeater's skin upon 
black velvet, with a piece of black silk placed upon the 
centre, to prevent the mucilaginous matter of the gold- 
beater's skin from irritating the eyes. Had I been aware 
any advantage would have been taken of a circumstance 
of this nature, I should certainly have applied both the 
coverings as usual. She for the most part went through 
the different experiments correctly, but as some observe* 
tioDs were made that the covering was loosened from 
the upper part of the orbit of the eye, I did not think 
it necessary to lay any stress upon the eyelids being 
closed, and the goldbeater's skin adhering so closely to 
the lower part of the eyes as to draw the skin with 
^t when taken off*. But in mentioning the circum* 
stance in the last page of the Narrative, I declared 
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(he whole of the exjperiments this day to be nugatory as 
to the proof i'equired of her powers. The goggles were 
afterwards tied on, but Miss M*Avoy, from the great 
heat of the room, had become so exhausted, I was not 
surprised at her not being able to name a single colour. 
One of the young ladies present wished to try the <^over- 
ings, tal^en off from Miss M^Avoy's eyes, and, after 
wetting tiie goldbeater's skin, I applied them to her eyes. 
From having been used before, they did not adhere m 
closely as to prevent the young lady opening the eyelids 
by a moderate exertion of the muscles, and she was 
able to tell the colour of a glove, to name the time of the 
day^ and to read, I think it wasi^ the direction of a letter. 
The young lady appieared satisfied in her own mind, 
she had performed all Miss M'Avoy had done, and ex- 
pressed herself afterwards, I have understood, very con- 
fidently in company, that Miss M'Avoy could see. (, 
on the same day, however applied two fresh pieces of 
goldbeater's skin sewed upon silk or muslin to the yonng 
lady's eyes, which, if sufficient time had been allowed 
for them to have dried npon the eloS'ed eyelids, would 
have shown the difference jof power in the two ladies. 
As the youDg lady feM inconvenience from the applica- 
tion, I immediately took tfcem off The goggles were 
4hen tied over the face of the same yocrng lady, but not 
being able to bear the oppressive heat they occasioned, 
<hey were removed.* These were the only coverings 
made use of. 

October 1 9th.— Complains of head-ache. Pulse 72. 

•Alvi naturales sunt dejectiones. 



* See JVIr. Sandars's comments upon Ihe visit of this day, page 34 and 3a 
fliifi Hints. 



Uncovered she told the time of the day within two 

minutes. 

October 21si — Miss M^Avoy has been using the mer- 
curial ointment for some days. Pulse 108. 

Alvi dejectiones minimse, cum teaeano, et frfiquetitefc 
l$t OL Ricini. J 1. cap. stadm. 

The Rev. J. Brooks, Major Brooks, Mr. Grey, and 
Dr. Jardine, were present. The goggles were used, but 
she could not name a colour, nor did she do so when 
uncovered. She was a good deal agitated, and the pulse 
rose to 132. As soon as the agitation ceased, it fell to 
108, but she could give no proof of her powers. 

October 23d. — She felt herself very ill, and her hands 
were cold and clammy. Pulse 108. 

Re8|>ondit bene oleam ricini. 

Mr. Grey met me by appointment in St. Paul's Square. 
The goggles were used. She named a few colours very 
incorrectly. Upon pushing one of the fingers towards 
the eye, she never blinked ; but, in this instance, Mr. 
Grey expressed himself as if he thought she had made 
a resolute effort to hold the e^e more steadily when this 
experiment was made. She told the time of the day in 
two watches, which were put with their backs towards 
iier face, in a reclining position. I think at this time 
she was uncovered, but it seemed to me hardly probable 
she could have seen the hands in the position the watchea 
were placed, even if she had the power of vision, She 
did not read well, but named the word ^' temptation'' ; 
tut this was not satisfactory, as the book had been 
placed before her for some time. I turned over the leaf, 
and covered it with my band, until I could p!ace her. 
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« 

hand in the situation mine had occupied ; with her fin- 
ders under her own hand she read, ^' I goe." I requested 
her to name the letters, which she did, as written above. 
Mr. Grey, who stood behind her, thought he also saw 
these words. It is possible Mr. Grey might see them, 
but from the position in which Miss M*Avoy sat, with 
her face almost in a perpendicular line over the hand, 
she must have seen through the hand to have discovered 
the words. She could not name the colour of a piece 
of lestther, red on the one side and bu£F on the other. 
Upon the whole of this trial Mr. Grey expressed his 
opinion that Miss M*Avoy mustsee. The heat of her 
hands by Farenheifs Thermometer was 92 degrees. 

October 24th. — ^The eyes were very much inflamed 
from the heat and irritation produced by the different 
coverings which had latterly been applied. She was 
requested to bathe them frequently with luke-warm 
milli and water. Pulse 96. 

The Rev. James Hornby requested me to meet him in 
St. Paul's Square. He was accompanied by Lady Mary 
Stanley, his niece, the Honourable Miss Charlotte Stan* 
ley, Miss Hornby, Miss Hesketh, and Mrs. Brandreth. 
With the goggles covering the face, she named the 
colour of several silks, the time of the day in two 
wntches, the colour of a green, and of a whitish seal. 
She felt the reflected image of Dr. Freckleton, who 
had just come into the room with Dr Brandreth, when 
feeling through plain glass, and named him. Shede- 
scribed, in a similar manner, the face and person of Lady 
Mary Stanley, and of Miss Hesketh, and the colour of 
the hair of each, but she did not describe Miss Hornby, 
who afterwards looked into the glass. She traced the 
figure of an old man upon Dr. Brandreth's snuff box. 
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ttiticli fifiore Hotrec^y Ibanwlien it was gtten to luer 
once bei^ore. She read, through a magidfyiDg-glaia, m 
word or t^p only in a book. It was observed ibat both 
^e box knd the book, as heM in her hands «t fhetlONi, 
were totally oat of ttie line of rision if eren she had thie 
mo^^perfeot command of sight, and <»ofifld' liave seen, 
as it has been asserted, down the sides of; the liose.. * 

October 25th. — Continues mncfa the saiM. Pulse 108. 



I was reffQested to meet bis Excelleney the Duke of 
San Carlos, this morning in St. Paul's SqujBir)^, kixi i 
found him accompanied by two gentlemen of his^iite, 
and the Rev* £dwarjd GlQverr Before I arrived, 3us 
Grace had tried several experim.ents which Miss M^Avey 
succeeded in to the entire satisfj^ction of his Grace, and 
the gentlemen present. The eyes were oorered wiA itbt 
gobies. 

Otctober tKft. — The eyes Bire^ very vneasy, aii4 *» 
complains of pain in the head. Her mouth ifnil gtmii 
were again alfected with, the meronry, which she k^A 
used of her own accord ior several daye. 

AlvHS 6bf tipatur» doilore vifccrum concoDiitiU. 
Omitt. Fric^hydnff. ^ " 

Aep. Mist. Cathurtiau 

October 27th.— The Tessels of th^»taniea conjUHcjftea 
aresuffused.wiih re^biood. She 4o|es not c/^mpIani^Qf 
much pain in them, except wh^ the eyes s^re ^^f^exed 
or pressed upon. Pulse 120. Alvus astricta. 

A^. Mist. CatfaaiUca. 

Several persons visited her, but she did axnt .^ive^ainy 
material proof of her powers. * 
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QcU^Df |Wh.-inC^Fl«JV pf »orf violent pulA i« thf 
lMe9d«,%Dd Oir^bWM: »f?if<>f^* "d i" ** eocltete of the 
^^9k fw jWWtte. ti»# past Pfe© ^^ t^®?"^ ptae|rYod to 
s,*i«»ervbfin!»bf rowfoow ber chair, or walked acroaft 
019 roftip, hut to-4ay the (^^fgeriag pocurre4 much more 
iteqxumily ihfm h^tqm. The eyea i^re rather worse, and 
the ey^Mlf ip^wi^M with QpDf^fa)ereble itching. P^l«« 
96. AIvus minus dura. 

R Vog. Cetacti. 

UiM. «rju8 |Miiix01um, pencilU hiirsiiti camelini auxilio, intet cfliaifum raffierSf 
4^^^ nocte af^cetur. 

I^ ZliidSulpliat.gr.vf. 
Aq. ro&tteae, 5^vill.' 



« Keitrember latt^The red anfliisian of the eyes, and the 
induration of the eyelids are relieved. The abdoneo ia 
much softer. The pain of the head, the oppression of 
tba cheat,, and. the imeasEy sensation aboiit the vegisia of 
tkm heftct an».mQ0h- increaaed. She wall^ more nnaWtt«>> 
My aeroaa the roenit and, when she risea Aen her chsdCt 
would frequent^, foil if net: aopporled. She has £^tteA 
when there nff^no support ne^r, and qnq^ I saved her 
from falling into the. ^. 

She could not name a colour or read a word, bnt when 
covered with the goggles, she told the time of the day 
correctly as to the minute hand, but said it was twenty- 
five minutes past 19 o'clock instead of eleven. 

November 2nd. — Wm natse well to-day. Pulse vary- 
ing from 68 to 108, moderate In fulness, but slightly 
intermitting. 

Paulo lard^tar varva^ 

Kbat Hbcre latkem imperialem. 
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Sh<e was employed in oirtkig litile ^orMdieiati of^ 
coloured paper. Upon beteg e8fc#d if slie oonld tistin^ 
guish the one eolear from tlie elher^. sbe fl»id $he coaid, 
but it was aot from the colour, bi|t firoiq the different 
sensation eaehpaper, from its texture, impressed upon her 



November 4th. — ^The. pain in the fere and back par< 
of the head, and the beating sensation continue with 
increased violeace. The oppression of the chest, the 
tightness about the heart, and the diflBculty of breathing 
jare much Won^ Pulse moderately fuU^ but variable. jp 
freqneney fi^om 96 to 120. The effects of the mercuiy 
Afe still perceptible in the month and gums, but there hae 
been no ptyalisin. 

JUogua peflita; alvtui Mlute ; et urina WbedOB f«Mti^ X tame d«^ro, pii>' 
tiotn ciiticalaai yficiiianiBi» ax/Datiana^ dejidtur txmtif^fffiM: 

The quantity of bliood dcawn dl4 pot exceed five 
ounces, ere she fe(t f^int, but there seemed to be a good 
deal of firmness in the ooagulum, with pnly f gppder,i|t& 
|M>rtionpf serum. 

Si «pi OQcasio vcipcre Repv. V. aoedi^ 

November 5th. — It was not thouglil necessMry to 
repeat the Meedii^g. The pain in the bead is very 
violent, and she starts up Involnnt^ily ftpta ^ isMi^ 
fipon ;iny sudden noise or alarm. 

Has had no power of distingiiiihtog eolews^ov some ' 
da]^. Can neither sew nor thread a needle. The day 
before yesterday she attempted lo thread u needle hiit 
did not siieoeed, till she bad made m^nj trials^ .- i« 
#ttemptH9g efterwards to hem a pieee of J^inen^ 'shi» 
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prfok«d herftrt^^Ts oftener th«n »be pasa^d H thro^eh 
the Kmu, ADd wai§ obliged to girm^ii np.. Pufc0 8^. 
' '' Xlng«ta(«ta8tie«ln;«^altiisit6niia<ABtip«tar«» 

B4fpr..ftM»fc Cathtttka. 

Noremb«r 6th —Appears better to-day, although she 
doeft not thiak herself so. Pulse 84 ta 96. 

*' ' Bepr. Mist. Cathartica 

.1 found the Rev. EdwaM Glorer, Mr. Bolloek, «* 
London, and' Mr. Roskell, in St. Paftl's Square. What 
experhtients they had made before I arrived, I am not 
aware of; bat with the goggles on, and with her band 
covering: that part of the book, she reiid four words, 
" the voice we love," but she could neither Ml the thne 
of thQ day, nor name a single colour of sUk or of any 
seal. A gotd pin with a green stone was put into her 
hands. She said the pin was gold, but she could not 
nam^ the colour of the stone, Mr. Bullock and Mr. 
Rosttell tried the goggles, one after the other, and were 
perfectly satisfied of their efficacy in blindfolding them- 
selves, and had no doubt of Miss M*Avoy having been 
blindfolded. Mr. S. I. Browne, of Bath, who came iB 
about this time with Mr. Thomas^ in const^quence of an 
appointment made with me the day before, also trie'd 
them upon his own eyes, and expressed hiinsetf in an 
eqoaUy confident manner. Mr. Bullock wished to take 
.the goggles with him to London, and Mrs. Hughes and 
her daughter good-naliftredly complied with his wkh. 
Mr. Browne obtained no proof of her powers this morn- 
ing, as after hisarnival she could not da anythiAg. He 
eaU^td upoft me about ten o'clock in the .evening to 
express his thanks for my attention, and .to say he had 
been at Mrs. Hughes's bouse the greater part of the 
#v^Qi|igi and had been highly gratified with^ ei^iiibitioa 



o( ih» po^pvs^s of Mkpi M^Avojr. He dedafed hioiMlf 
fully convinced of Ui^ir leality. . It is bi^ lotention to lay 
them l^efore th^ Qatb Litecary and Pbilpsopbical Sociaty* 

.An aceouptof thew experlmei^ts was published io the 
Bath and Cheltenbam Gazette, soon after tbe above 

period. 

NoTemb^r Sth.-;— Sbe complained yesterday of baviog^ 
been iQUch fatigued wi^h tbe f^x^riion of makiof 
gog^es for, Mr. Brpwne^. wbo . wished^ to have a 
pair. It seems she did not complete them until after five 
hours alternate labour and relaxation. Complains of 
the pain and throbbing in the head, oppression of tbe 
chest, difficult breathing', and tightness about tbe region 
of the heart. The eyelids are more painful, and there 
is a slight discharge from the meibomian glands. 

Alvuf constricta. 

Repr. Mist. Cathartica. 
Fiat V. S. «t Detr. Sang»inii J vi. ad ][ viiii 

Eight ounces of^blood were taken away from the arm, 
and she felt considerable relief in the chest, and the 
difficulty of breathing became less violent. There 
appeared to be more contraction and dilatation In the 
pupil, but the sudden presentation of the: fingers t»i 
either eye did not make her bUnk., 

November 9tb.— The blood which had considerable 
tenacity .yestejrday^ is mox^e lo«se in its texture^ and a 
considerable part of the red glob«les might have been 
peered out in aflnid state. Tbe proportion of .serum 
was more coesiderahle.tban usnal. Complains of sicl^ 
ti^ss at the stomachy and reacts her food« 

' . Kali acntt. SSr* 

M. supat cochl. ii. cum. i. sue Limonum 4ta. q. q. horai 
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November lOtli.-^TIle pain and thn»bViQ|^ of die 
Mad^ with the deep-seated pidiiiik the soekete of ttie eyes, 
•fill eontinue. The g^khUaess is Increased, atld llttended 
with twitching of the legs and arms, and great irritability 
of the whole mnscular system* Pnhe from 84 to 108. 

November 1 1th.— The saline mixture, and every thing 
she took, were rejected. The pain in the head is more 
violent, particularly in the back part. Pulse 84 to 96. 
She was advised to take a roastiBd apple now and then. 
Abwdatoelpinitlo, ■pgr. gm|4 LytMB ^vV^ c^gtii p ai»<> tot 

November 12th.-^The blister was not applied. The 
pain is no better. 

Alvixs attricta. 
Repr. PiL Cathartic. tL K •• 
Repr. Uim. Cathartka* «» ar 

November ISth.-^Afl the symptoms are much increas- 
ed in violence, except the slckne'ss, which was relieved, 
she thinks, by the roasted apples. Alvus len^ solvitnr. 
Pulse varying from 108 to 120. 

Bcpr. FO. ct Miat Calhartioa, u. a. 
Appr. Bmp. Lytta ^AipL c^riti atesteo* 

November 16th. — The blister was not applied. Stie 
was seised with convulsions about 18 o'clock last night. 
The right side is paralytic, and there is almost a constant 
twitching, with contractions of the limbs and toes, with 
a ipiick alternate rMxig and falling motion of the shoul« 
ders and elbows. Occasionally when the fits arci most 
violent, her left hand and arm is fixed against her breast 
or head^ If force be nsed to detach them, the whole 
^body is brought forward. Dr. Hanoay and I fried to 
separate them wHh a very considerable power, but 
without effect. If any attempt JM made to hold the feet 
or the hands, the resistance seema to be increased, and 
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the cpnvtilrive motiou become evWently nare viotept. 
The pectiliar sensibility ef tbe riybt faot, QiK>n aajr 
sudden prewure, has again oocnrred. The eyes Af^^'iog: 
the paroxysm are generally turned upwards in the head, 
sometinieS) trhep the conralsions era notse violentt they 
roll about fronv side to slde« The heat betweea her lips 
by Farenheif a Thermometer was I00» and lietwe^n ^ 
toes 9S de^ees. Pulse varying from $2 to 180 



November 17th. — There appears a good deal more of 
hysteric affection combined with the convulsions than 
formerly^ die sobs oceasionally, and tea|« flow« Tbe 
twitchlngs were so violent, that I could not count the 
pulse. The blister rose very well. 

Aires hbsri soFrilttr. 

November l§th.— Is much the same. She appeared 
aanwMe for about ftmr minutes, and, upon examining. 
Urn ciyes during^ ti|is pwioA, they contracted and dUa4ed» 
nnucali more s^ongly than I had observed them to do» 
befim;. During the convolsien the pupils eeuld rarely 
be seen^but the eye*bail moved te and fro very quickly. 
She tekes no other food, but a very small quantity of 
eofftee mi^l with milk and sugar. 

NoveHdier 19tiL-^Her mother faifermed me that Miss 
M'Avioy was iso little sensible yesterday, she did not reeol- 
leet I blid vinied ber. Upon pinching very severely, the 
akin, ofi ihe ilgbt arui, she expressed no sensation of 
pshi. Alvus astdcta. 

Repn mist C«tliartic. 
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'NoWmWf'80<h. — During my visit dk^'wasnbt sensi- 
ble, Firott'theconttilsive twitctiings being mbte frequent, 
I could not 66unt the p^ilse. ' * 

NoT^nSber 21§t.— The contmlsiods are not quite so vio- 
lent as before. ' 'At first; the pulse varied, frioiri 84 to 108; 
in fifteen sieconds» at another timeVii rose from 9id t6 132 
pulsations in the niinnte: Upon coming out'6f the con- 
vulsions, she tookaiiUtoeofTe^yiiiilKed -With sugar and 
new milk. The thermometer stood at 99 between the 
lips, and at 88 bettfreeri the toes. * '' ' '^ •* * '- 

' Dr. J^reys, Mr. Perry, surgeon dentist; and Mr.»<?t>D^ 
per accompanied me td v^it Miss M'Avoy. After sonni^ 
time, an experiment made by'Dr; Duncan, of Edinburgh,, 
upon a young woman labouring Under hysteria was 
mentioned. He introdaced a pointed needle between the 
toe.aadiittie 4aiU which iaaraediajtely roiiaild«tl»i^tient« 
After tbJ9 >cirouiBslfeiBce was repeated, it.%iraa oba^rvvd, 
tfaat MisB'M'Avoy lay in a mo^reiniiiquil' stately and >ibe 
cdn v«lrio0B eeaaed lor a short * tiixie. This state «f fran* 
quiUily itad^ccurted'befese ni inter vels: it was doubted 
by th^tparty, if this qniesdeni state bad. not beton'psoduc-* 
^d by bearing the accottnt^of Ihe above ex|)erimc»tsy and 
more particularly, as she fbftefwards said, upon tbe toes 
being held firmly by Mr. Perry or Mr. Thomas, who hfid 
^|ust arrived, wie were gomg to dosomething 'rnXk-beVy or 
words to that effect. About this time the Rev'. E^iSlover 
came in. It was proposed to insert a needle into tlie 
quick of the great toe of the right foot Mr. Perry held 
the toes with one hand, and, with the other, he inserted 
a needle to the depth of the eighth of an inch or more : 
f^he did not appear to be sensible of any pain; ' Itivas 
thought advisable to repeat this experiment, and he 
ag^aiu took hold of the right toe, but it seemed^ as ML 
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were to shrink from his grasp, and, the more tightly he 
held it, the resistance was the greater, until at last after 
ttomerous efforts, he again introduced the point of the 
needle under the nail of the great toe, but, s« he said, 
not near so deep as the first. At the moment of intro- 
ducing it, she almost sprang up in the bed, and became 
more strongly convulsed and agitated* Her face was 
more flushed than usual, and drops of perspiration stood 
upon the upper lip. Tlie idea, I have little doubt, which 
oecurred to some of the gentlemeo present, was, that 
the sudden starting and agitation were solely owing to 
the puncture of the needle, but, if this were the ease, t 
see no reason why these effects should not have been 
produced equally by the first puncture. Mr. Perry was 
positive the first puncture was the deepest, and he declar- 
ed this to l>e his opinion after the second puncture liad 
been made. I have no doubt from the difiieulty Mr* 
Perry had in holding the toes steadily, that he pressed 
his hand upon the sole of the foot, at the moment of in- 
troducing tile needle a second time, and that the sudden 
starting and agitation were owing to this cause only, 
«nd not to the puncture of the needle. Moderate pros* 
«nre with the hand on the sole of the foot, or, if pressed 
suddenly upon the bed, or on the floor, had frequently 
« similar effect, but in a degree proportioned to the pres- 
aure.* i^r. Cooper and I pinched severely her right 
arm, but she did not appear sensible of it. The Tos»rj 
^v^bich had been presented to her by Mr. Gandolfi» who 
visited her some months ago, she generally wore about 
her neck, but I observed to-day that it was £ast locked 
m her right hand^ and roi:^nd her wrist. At half past 
seven o'etock* P. M. I visited Miss M'Avoy with Mr. 
Thomas, and found her in atrojo^ ooavukiooa* Wo 

• Vide Kaxratiy«. 
C 
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etafhined the toe, which bad been punetnf e4» with oor« 
siderable difficulty, during the few moments, when the 
convulsions ceased. It had not bled externally, but 
there appeared a redness nnder the nail, extending^ 
over about half its length. I asked her if ^e felt me 
pinch. hei[, or any particular pain -^t the time we visited 
her. She said she had not felt any pain. Mrs. Hughes 
was npt then aware that any puncture had been made, 
which was a proof Miss M'Avoy had not known it, or 
she would, ere this, have informed her mother of it. 
,Upon pressing the sole of the foot at two different tinier, 
it retracted very suddenly, and was affected with nearly 
as much violence as when the second puncture was made 
with the needle. She fell immediately into convulsions, 
each time the pressure was made. 

November 22nd. — The convulsions are not so violent. 
Pulse 96. As she comes out of the convulsions the 
pulse is much more frequent* Has taken very little 
i food, and could not take the cathartic pills, nor the 
infus. sennae, from a difficulty in swallowing. Coni- 
{)lains of tightness and oppression in the chest, and of 
pain about the region of the heart. Alvus parum 
soluta. Cutis mollis* 

* Mrs. Hugh^ found out by the questions Mr. Thomas 
iFind I asked yesterday, and by conversation with Mr. 
Clover, the nature of the experiment we had made upon 
her daughter, and gave us a 'very severe reprimand for 
^ having acted in so cruel a manner. The case is however 
of so extraordinary a nature, that, upon the proposal 
being made, I felt myself justified in allowing the trial 
of any experiment, which would satisfy the minds of the 
gentlemen present, without being materially detrimental 
to Miss M'Avoy. I believe also the cruelty was mort 
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in appearance than reality, as I have erery reason to 
tfeink she suffered no pain ; at any rate no bad effects' 
resalted firom it. 

November 2Sth. — I found her very much iroprovedj^ 
although occasionally convulsed. About 1 1 o'clpck this 
morning a discharge took place, similar to that which 
oiK^irred in June, 1816, ^ part of which had been ai^a- 
lys^d by Dr. Bostpck. The quantity obt^ned did not 
exceed half ^^ ounce/ One portion of it was sent to 
Sir Josep}^ Banks^ and another to Pr. Monro, of Edin- 
burgh. ^ sort of tick ti^cl(: np^sp was fae^rd as the fluid 
passed down from above into the stomach, and a seuse of 
fioffocation occurred. Complains of considerable throbs 
bing in ttie back part Qf t)ie head, and there appears aif 
enlargeijaent at ^Ite upper part pf the occiput; Alvu^ 
liberd movetur, 

November 26th. — Is much better, and has had very 
few convulsions this morning. Dr. Hannay accom* 
panied me, and during our stay she was not convulsed. 
Complains of violent pain in the sockets of the eyes, but 
the general pain of the head is somewhat better. She 
feels occasionally, as she expresses it, a whirling sensa- 
^ tion in the head. Pulse 84. The fluid passes down 
more quietly, and does not bring on the sense of suffot 
cation so frequen1jy, 

November :^7tb.— A l|ttle more fluid was obtaine4 
yesterday, but the discbarge appears now to have entirely 
ceased. Complains of pain in the head. The eyelids. 
are sore, and there \s a slight suffusion in the tunic^ 
conjunctiva. Pulse 108. 

November 30th.— Complains of more pain in tha 
bead and in the sockets of the eyes. Pulse 120, 

Repr, Frictio Ungt. hydrarg. 



DMmkev M^^-^Sbe is still woftt io^dfty. Wm esfig* 
«d ii!i netting a porse, bat wb» froqneirtly oUig^d to pat 
li^down, beiog troubled with coDsiderabU twiickin^t 
Md tremblings of the hands and arms, which aflfect 
also the lower extremities. Ptilse I20> and variable ia 
strength. 

December 6th.— She ^as better for two 6t fhree tfayis, 
but, to-day, is more complaining. A gentletnan from 
London, of the name of Wilfiams, visited her, and I 
understand he expressed himself mor^ ' favoorably 
iowards Miss M'A voy after, than he had don6 before hie 
visit. 

December 6th. — Complains very much of pain in the 
bead, and particularly in the sockets of the eyes, and 
the least motion or noise increases it The eyelids are 
HHioh fwelledi and matter ia ocearionally efiised from 
tbem. The vessels of the tdoiea conjunctiva are filled, 
vi^ith red Mood. Pobe 120. A blister waa ordered to 
the back of the head, but its application was deferred 
frdtb the bead n#t being perfectly healed, 

Oecember 10thr«»-^l8 rather betler, was sewing patch*^ 
work) but die ooald not distinguish colours, nor the 
figures of the different patches. Her mother was oblige 
ed to give her the various pieces in the position they 
were to be sewed together. The sensation from pres- 
sure at the bottonn of the foot sttll continues, and when 
the experiment Is tried, It fncreases the pain, and shoots 
up, particularly to the crown, of the head. Pube 84. 

Secemb^ 1 Ithv-^Sbe named two colours to^day^ unco- 
vered ; her fingere dwelt upon the fingers of the watch) 
but she could not tell the time of the day. Pulise 108, 
Alvus len^ dejicitor. 
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ItecMitor 16th. ^TlM MSTttliiotts MflrttaM. in Urn 
fd^t PttlMfroniKtolOa 

December 19th. — Is much the same. CofllpkriM of 
pain and tightness aboat the region of the heart, with 
ftlteraate ohilla and heati» comteg on abont aix o'elook, 
P. M . The month is not yet aiFeeied with the werenry. 
The thermoneter atood at M degrees in the ei|peD air; 
in the bed-room where Ihero wna no ife, at 68. Tho 
heat of her hands was 86, and in the month 106. Poise 
from 108 to 120. Alvus liquatur. 

December 29th.— Continnee much the same, bot the 
eoDvulsions come on earli^ in the evening, and terml- 
nale sooner in the night. She sleeps little, and from 
the oppressive sensation abopt the region of the heart, 
she cannot lie down when the convulsions have ceased. 
The issne discharges freely. Pulse 96 ; takes very little 
food. Employs herself in sewing, but cannot tell a 
coloor. Alvus soppressa. 

December 31st. — The convulsions ceased since the 
eveoiog of the 29th inst. The convulsive motion of 
the diaphragm, the dMReulfy in breathing, and the op- 
pression about the heart are returned with considerably 
more violence. The pulse varied from 45 to 98. 

January Ist, 1818. — Continues much the same as yes- 
terday. Pulse variable, not easily to be counted, bot 
notexceedhig 96. The hands and fingers are very col^ 
to the touch. The thermometer in the room stood at 
58 ; when held in her hands it rose to 86 ; in the mouth 
it was 106 ; and in the upper part of the eyelid 102. The 
mercury has slightly affecfted the mouth. €o£fee and 
milk mixed with cream and sugar, is stiU her principal 



ibod.. Wheoever she takes a monthfol or two of solid 
food, eveo of bread, it dissf^eee with her, and lies for 
several hours as a weight upon her stomach. Alvua 
^ol4 astrlota. 

Jamiary Srd. — Complains still mor« of oppressioa 
ahoot the region of the heart, with diflRcalty of breath- 
ing. Pulse from 96 to 108; variable and feeble. Lin? 
goa foeda; Alvas paallnlum solata. 

Dctr. SanguiniB e brachio ? vlil. 

The blood drawn had a slightly buffy coat. The pnlse 
became more steady ; the difficalty in breathing, and the 
spasmodic affection of the diaphragm were evidently 
relieved. ^ 

-R- 01. lUcini. 5 i. Capt. statinu 

January 4th.-:— Continues rather better. Pulse f|rpm 
96 to 108. She had not taken the castor oil. 

Jannary 6th. — Continues much the same, but the dip- 
eulty of breathing is Increased. 

Repiu V. S. et Detr. Sang, e bimchio, S viii. 

Mr. Thomas b^ing epgaged, Mr. Dale bled Mis» 
M'Avoy, which relieved her from the difficulty of 
breathing, but she became very faint. 

^ January 7th.— The convulsive motion of the dia- 
phragm is better ; there was little or no buff upon the 
blood, but it was cupped. Pulse 120. Alvus majia 
astriota. Lingua tamen fo&da* 

R Vin. Antimon. S as. Ci^t. 6. x. ter de di^ 

Bepr. Infus. sennas, u. a. 
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Janoary 9th.— TIm drops agne very welt with thm 
stomach. She took a distaste to the coffee and milk. 
Boaillon was ^iven to her whicrii she threw np. The 
convulsive motion continues, with oppression about the 
heart, tad frequent catching: or gasping in the breath* 
ing. The legs and feet sWell towards the evenii^, and 
she coniplains of a sense of fulness in the hands, face, 
and body. The face app^rs more leucophlegniiatic, 
but otherwise she is v^ry little altered in appearance,, 
though' somewhat thinner in the body. 

January 11. — ^Continues much the same: 

Jl^r. V. SL 

About six ounces of blood were obtained, whilst run- 
ning down the arm ; the blood had a ferruginous ap- 
pearance. — Pulse from 86 to 120. 

January 12.^ — The red particles of the. blood drawn 
yesterday are probably more fluid, and there is a larger 
proportion of serum than before. The serum is of a turbid 
milky appearance. The pulse variable, from 84 to 
108. Complains still of pain in the sockets of the eyes, 
and at the back of the bead. \ 

January 13.— :1s so much better to-day, that the dysp- 
noea and convulsive motion were hardly perceptible, aud 
the lancinating pain about the region of the heart is very 
much relieved. Pulse 96, more regular and moderately 
soft. Her appetite is very indiflferent. Is not con- 
scious of obtaining any sleep. Employs herself in 
sewing, and making little ornaments with coloured 
paper. Alvus libera. 
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J^Kuiry l4.-^TIie «onntUtm oMition, 4y8pa«a, and 
fitia about Ite region oftbe heart hiHre retarned weoow 
defree- Ptiee 78.-^ AItob solata. 

Janaaiy 1(.*-Tbe conv^kiire motlov and dyspiMoa 
were note Tiolant. Pake 84. 

Tfae Eer. Mr. Chippendale, of Wiawick, aeoompa- 
nied me fo-day, with his nephew, Mr. Dixon. Miss 
M^Ayoy said she had told two colours yesterday, hot 
the power Was very weak. She told the colour of the 
metal of Mn Chippendale*s watcb» but she did not 
name the colour of the seals, 9or the time of the day^ 

Bcpr.V.S. 

January 16. — Mr. Thomas took about six ounces of 
blood from Miss M'Aypy this morning, and it almost 
immediately relieved the dyspnoea and convulsive mo- 
tion, which were more violent than yesterday. The 
blood was slightly huffy. Pulse 84 to 96. 

January 17. — Continues much the same. 

The Rev. Doctor Knott and Lord Molyneux expres- 
sed a wish to see Miss M*Avoy, and I accompanied 
them to St Paul's Square. She could not distinguish 
any colour. ' 

January 20.— Continues much the same. Th<f lanci- 
nating pain is considerable. Pulse 96 to 108.— Alvus 
modicd cietor. 

Rqar. V. S. 
About eight ounces of blood were taken away. The 
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convQ)siv€< motiod left her at the time, but returned 
again in the evening; ' 

January 22. — The suspension of breathing is returned. 
She had tvi^o attacks in less than half an hour duritig my 
visit. Dnrifl^ the suspensioii, the pulse varied from 90 to 
lIMpoisalionshi the minute. Iteontinuikl for nearly half 
aminate< ' Her hearing is much more acute* The least 
noise gir^s her a sensation of something rushing through 
the head, and if it be loud, she compares it to the noise 
produced by the firing of cannon^ 

January 83. — The breathing was suspended four times 
in the space of five minutes, for about ten seconds each 
time« She feels in the night time, virhen laying her head 
down, a sensation, as if she were sinking through the 
sofii, but ahe had no power of speaking or of e^^pressipg 
her feelings, when her mother entered the room, al- 
though she wished her head might be lifted up from the 
pillow; this sensation comes on also when she lij^s uppn 
either side or upon her back. Mrs. . Hughes supposed 
she slept when at first she saw her in that situation. She 
often rests her head upon either hand, with the elbow 
upon the back of the sofa*. 

Jantiary 25^ — The suspension of breathing is more 
frequent than before. Pulse 108. Alvus soluta. 

January 86.— From this date to the 29th the pulse 
varied from 72 to 112. The suspension of breathing 
came ott very frequently. , » 

January 30^— She 'threw up a consirfefable quantity of 
bilious matter, which gave her relief* The duration of 

p 
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the attacks of sudpension of breathing became shorter, 
and the intervals longer. Pulse 96. Alvui aitrieta. 

Bepr. PfL Hyir. submur. c. Jal^. u. a. 

January 31 •-•-The pills were tiottaken« CoaifJaiBS 
of the pain about the region of the heart beung.more 
severe, aad it is altended with conaidefaUe ftwttebing of 
the limba. The pain in the baok part of tbe Wad, aftd 
in the aodcets of the eyes, has iacreasedt in violence. 
Pulaed^. 



February 2. — The suspension of breathing is lessened, 
6oi the pain abeot the region of the heart continues. 
Ftilse 96 to 108. piarrhcea spontanea su'perVeniente non 
tforbuit Pil Hydr. submur. 

February 4. — Complains of numbn^sd tti ^he hands, 
aHernatltig from on^ to the other. 

February 8. — The convulsive motion of the dlaj^ragm 
returns in a slight degree. Complains of pain in the 
head and sockets of the eyes. 

February 12. — The suspensfbn of breathing is better, 
but the convulsive motion of the diaphragm and pain 
about the region of the heart are increased. Pulse 130. 

February 16. — The suspension of breathing is still 
more relieved. The knocking at the door, although the 
kHiocker is covered, affected her very much to-day, and 
she did not recover herself during my visit. The pulse 
was so irregular, as not to be counted with any degree 
of accuracy. 
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F^braary 20.^^U ratber better* but complains of a 
riolent patn in the Icoee comiDg: on occasionallyi which 
she says, is only relieved by irabbing tlie hip with the 
liand for aotne time. She attributes this pain to hairing 
hart hw bach, w4ien')n convulsions, by falling out of bed. 
For same time has complained of pain in the left side, 
along the course of the short ribs. Pulse 120. Alvus 
noB deficttur. 

February lfe5. — ^The pain iflbout the region of the heart 
is not so frequent. Pulse 108, feeble and intermitting. 
Doctor Hannay soon after came in, and upon feeling 
the pulse, be observed it was foil and regular; upon 
feeling it just then it was as he stated it to be, but in a 
few seconds it became again feeUe, irregular, and in- 
termitting. Upon examining the leftside, it appeared 
a good deal fuller than natural. Pressure with the An- 
ger gave her miich pain« The paptUwefe mons dilated 
than I had seen them for some tim^ and upon the iqp- 
plioatioD of a eandle near the ri^ls^ they ooiitractoA 
considerabfy, and hecame dilftteA esato vnhell it w«s 
taken ftway. Cei^ptoined of the heat of thai candle. 
The eyes w^red, and they appeared rather sore, bort 
upon tJbe ^uick application alleitwarda of a needle, and 
of the finger as near to the eye as they could be applieA 
with safety, she did not blink in the slightest degree. 

February ST.^Continues much ttie «ai|ie. Pulse ISO. 
AIvus len^ elicitur. 

Mr. William Dixon, junr. having a wish to see Miss 
M^Avoy, accompanied me. He noticed that whilst he 
w^ speaking to her the spasmodic aflectioti was not so 
frequent. This I liave observed to be tfce oase> When 
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her attention has been engaged by any one speaking: 
npoQ a subject which interested her ; but when thi^ has 
happened, the following paroxysm has been generrily 
much Increased in violence. She attempted to feel some 
colours without success. Mr. Dixon tried on the gog^- 
glea, with which he said he coi|ld see very wetl» when 
he had widened the part* over the nose with his fingers, 
and he could see a little before he enlarged them. I 
found them stretched so wide, that a finger might be 
inserted with great ease between the nose and the gog- 
gles where itshonidhave been closed. These goggles 
had been made since the power of distinguishing colours, 
flpc. became deficient. They were then tr.i^d upon Miss 
M^Avoy, but after remaining on a short time only, she 
was seized with a suspension of breathing, which had 
pot occiirfed fof sopie df^ys before* 

March 2. — Complains of more pain in the left side. If 
there be loud speaking, she hears it very acutely, but 
confusedly, and says it returns again and again, as if an 
echo were repeated, until it gradually dies away. If one 
^eak slowly dn a whispering manner, 'she hears more 
diifctinclly than when spoken loudly to. Pulse full and 
Irregular, about 96 in frequency. AIvus roodic^, uripa 
parc^^lictur. 

JR. Aq. Font. J rii 
Spr. aether nitric. 

Sjjrr ^ringiber. 5 iH 

Vin: antimon: S ^ 

C«pt Coplv ii quarta quac^ue hora si urg«at djsuna. 

. March 4.—- She grows worse. The suspension of 
breathing returns upon any sudden noise or alarm^ 
aom^times from merely dressing the issde in the side. 
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Thr first dose of the medicine gere her pain end unea*^ 
siness m the stomach, with a sense of weight at hier 
breast, which continaed for several hoars: Complains 
very much of cramp in the left hand and arm during the 
night, and sooictnnes in the day. The almost constant 
paio .iMl4^ QMasiness she snflers> appear very much to 
depress her spirits. The pulse is so very irregular thai 
it cannot be coupted. The pupils are less dilated. Has 
no power of distinguishing colours. 

March 8. — The tightness of the chest, and oppression 
of breathing are increased. Pulse 96, and irregular. 
Afros obstructa. 

Fiat V. S. statixn. 

About five ounces of blood were taken from the arm, 
which was of a very deep red colour, and after standing, 
had a slight buffy coat upon it. The tightness of the 
chest, and oppression in the breathing were relieved, but 
immediately after the arm was tied up, she was seized 
with a sudden spasm ; her head was hent -down upon 
tlie breast, and her hands were so fast loeked upon the 
stomach, that I could not detach them, from it niitii it 
ceased. The face was flushed, and the muscles of the 
face and neck were violently contracted. She became 
generally very faint when the issue was dressed, and it 
was ordered to be dried up. 

9|epr. Iqftw. Seniue u. a* . ' > 

AppUcetur EmpL hjtxm ampliM, ajterno* 

March 9.— The blister w^ applied to the breast, but 
has not risenl She was desired to let it remain on until 
the morning. The side was examined in the presence of 
Doctor Braadrethi Mr Dale, and Mr. Thomas, arid 
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they wen tttMl«d of fte enlatgieiMiit «xktiBg. Oimi- 
plaing of cold ghiverings tomittg oo oceasionallf, but of 
these. Ao had before spoken, when there was no tminified 
appearanee* Doctor Brand reth advised the application 
to the tamified parts, of a lintseed oat^fasm, with 
opian. A spasm oame on during^ onr visit. There was 
no pulsation in the wrist during the time it oontinoed, 
but it was felt in a sHght degree assoon as riie began to 
recover from it. 

March 10. — The spasms are more freqnent. The blis- 
ter rose pretty well. Since Tuesday last she has^arcely 
taken any food whatever, A very trifling quantity of 
coffecy with milk and sugar, Is her only food. She took 
a snail piece of barley su^ar, and the least bit of tefiee, 
a composition of sugar^ treacle^ and butter, boiled to a 
proper consistence, which produced violeut beat in tlie 
stomach. 

The twitching was so much increased, that the pulse 
could not be counted* The cataplasm was omitted as 
jshe felt it uncomfortable. Per ^ip^oe dies uriDse 
eemilibra solummodo reddita foit. 

March ^L— Is rather better. She took a very small 
quantity of tamarinds. Her face has become more ema- 
ciated within the last tea 4ays, than I have seen it before 
during her long illness. The eyes are more sunk in the 
head, but, upon speaking to her, they sometiioes emitan 
extraordinary brilliance. Th^ spasms, are not so fre* 
quent. AI vus astricta. Urinae semUibra jier boras, vigiftti 
quatuor reddita fuit 
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Mtifeh B.-^Tbe liytnptotnisar^ better. Uriaatnodioar 
alvus obstipatli.' 

Bcpr. Infitf. wnnc. 

Ctfft, Fn. H jrdr. nibmur.' c. tiUpi ties ii. tu 

tA diacoMioadabniiBMlveiMlani* 

TIm mgiht hefara last die waa atahned by m roaring 
noise in Iha ebuiiBajr^ and a snatl of niiotoe and five. 
After knocking Ofmn the #ail with her isrttck, her step* 
&ther waa awakoaed^ and came dowh< It eipp^arei 
that a very good fire had been left when they went to 
bed, and the flame by some means bad <^mmonicated 
with the soot in the chimney, which was set on fire. 
Yesterday afternoon she felt something in her left ear, 
and npon pntling her finger into it, It wte ttoistetred 
with a fluids which, npon enquiry, abe Md was of a ge- 
latinous nature* ^ Her mother says it Was clear, like- 
water, and might amount in tjoaatity to about a tea- 
spoonful. 

March 17.— Is very considerably better. The swel- 
ihigln the left iMe increases. There is a fulness ex- 
tending from ttke^cartilago ensifoi^mis over a part of the 
epigastric region, foilowing the divisfoii of the ribs on 
the left Me. ' It Is sd excessively painful npon pressure, 
that I can scarcely determine its exact situation, or its 
nature. Has taken two tea-cup^s full of coffee, milk, 
and sugar, with a very IKtIe bread and butter. Has had 
00 spasm in the night. I)ejectioues alvi duas habuit 
astrictas. 



March 19.— The oenvukivBO ^affection of the dia- 
phragna is mneh'TelioTed,. bnt^ tho spasms rebiiF morls' 
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frequenUy^ particularly in tbci..aftfr|ioon» fp^Ja the 
night. The pain of the head etill contiauQs» but .not 
with so much acnteness as before. 'Pulse 108» ^ Lingua 
pura. Alvus libera soluta^ 

March 21. — Complains of the pain in the bead, and 
In the sockets of ttie eye«» being mofteTtoleii; aled of 
Qumbness iof the left side. Has takra a IHtle dicNre fo€>d, 
but almost every kind of food, eiM^ept coffee mixed wi^b 
milk and sugar, lies heavy at the stomach,' and gives ^er 
an uneasy sensation in the breast. * Ttie' pulse frc^ 96^ 
to, 108. Aivus modic^ solvitur. 

^ March 25.— rConfrbues mdch the sam^, but tb^reis at 
times a stoppage of breathing, wliick makes her a» it 
were gasp for breath, .and it goes off witii a sort of half 
suppresse4 cough. Has recovered the use of tbe 4ight 
side. Pulse 108. / Aivus cobibita^ • * * 

Hepr. InAtt. sennal u. a^ . 

Marcb 89. — Is not quite so well to-jiay^ Tbc cpnTot- 
sive motion of the diaphragm, i^;al^jid«d wi^.more 
twitching of the arms than Usu^L , IcquJld no<;f!^qnt the 
puTse. The least pressure upon t^l^t sjj^^ pirpdwces., 
an effect almost .bordering upon sy,^cp{|e^^ndfiif,slf:qQg* 
er, cohvtilsion. She coriaplains of paiflk in th^ r^^t<side^ 
Atvus i^olvitHr.. i. ~ 

. : . . . • '. i I r.i* i j .'• J ' 

AppL EmpLUng. Hyd. lateri •;' -n» i r 

dextro, super Unteum carptum delitunw 

March 31.— Mr. Wingfield, one of the sorgeonfs of the 
Infirmary at Oxford, accompanied nM^-'to \mi Miss 
M'Avoy. He examined the eyes, but did not think 
there was any contraction or dftetatidn Of the* pnpHs, 
when suddenly exBOsed-to the Hght.' »Ptitee 108, 
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She finished a purse, and some little bagatelles of sUk, 
three or foar days back. Has not been employed in 
this way since. 

She could not distinguish the colour of the different 
silks, but adopted a plan by which she might remember 
which was the particular colour wanted. She bent 
pieces of card into different shapes, and her mother gave 
them to her one after the other, as the silk was wound 
upon each, until she recollected the colour of th« silk 
each eard eontained. Whilst she was netting the purse, 
she became perfectly familiar with each colour by feeling 
the particular shape of the card, but to-day she only told 
the colour 6f the silk upon one card out of three or 
four. She Engered the cards In a similar manner to that 
which I ahaetved befort, when ahe succeeded in telling 
colonra. 

April Isl. — The affection of the diaphragm returned 
with more violence, and she was seised last night with 
convulsions, in consequence of. the alarm occasioned bf 
the illness of her little brother, a boy of niqe yea|rs of 

age. 

He had been confined for some time with psoas abscess 
which had discharged itself below the groin at different 
times. The little boy, wishing to be brought down stairs, 
was indulged in his wish, and was placed upon on^ end 
of the sofa, where Miss M^Avoy sat. Yesterday when 
Mr. Wingfield and I visited her, he seemed cheerful and 
easy, bat it seems he was seized, aboat tep o'clock at 
night, with convulsions, which continued until one 
o'clock in the morning, when a sense of suffocation 
came on and fluid gushed up, and was discharged 
through the mouth and nostrils. Mr. Thomas saw biui 

B 
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inthissitoation; he informs me the matter discharged 
was of a pnrulent grnmou^ nature, and he thinks, in 
quantity, it must have exceeded three pints* On the 
following day I saw this poor Jittle boy, he appeared 
insensible to external objects ; his right side was para- 
lytic, but his pulse was moderate in frequency and in 
fulness. He afterwards appeared ideotic, but he is now 
very considerably recovered, sensible, abl^ to walk with 
assistance, but still unable to speak.* 

April 4th. — These convulsions have 'continued very 
frequent ever since, but are not of so violent a nature 
as those which occurred in November last. Their dura- 
tion varies from five to Hfteen minutes; bnt during the 
interval she is free from them, the convulsive motion 
of the diaphragm returns with the convulsive twitchlngs 
^s before. The pulse cannot be counted with an^ cer- 
tainty, but as far as I can judge from a few pulsations, 
I think itwould not exceed 108 in the minute. Yester- 
'day evening, in endeavouring to ^t to the night«otiair, 
placed at the side of the sofa, she Ml upon the floor 
and linrt berself. Alvus medio^ levatur. . 

April 10th. — Continues much the same. The left 
hand and arm nire swelled, and she complains of pain 
from tlie shoulder downwards, Siirbuit liberies Inius. 
Sends, quod nauseam et vomitqm produx^t. Alvus 
libera solvitur. 

April i4th. — Her appetite begins to fail again, the 
pulae cannot be counted in consequence of the twitch-' 
lugs. Lingua magis faeda. Afvus obstipata. 

April 18th. — Complains of pain in the bre^t, press- 
ing from under one clavicle to the other. Takes little 
or no food. Alyus constricta. 

Repr. Fil. Cathartica. 

— i — ' « , ,. ., . t . ■ ., . > ■ — ^ i : 11 

* Heisfinct dead. 
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April 22d. — ^Alvus tamen obstipatnr. • 

Mepi.m UJ6.C. jilip. mx. h, •. Si lit oocmI* 
fiepr. IbAmi uanm a 



April S9d. — Yesterday mcMming about fkte o'oloA riie 
lost k«r apaechi bat is occasionally seosftle, and 
iBxpreaBM herself by ^ns, when vfoknt io. Tlie pilU 
aod Infiis. SettMe bad not been giv<m to sofflcient qnan- 
% to answer any good purpose, from the diftcalty of 
swallowtef , and the fireciuwcy of Ibe eoavnlsions. The 
caliAtQg in the breathing was more tronblesome, and 
she emild not makel a fiill inspiration. Siie appeared to 
be gating for breath. The pais nnder the left cavicle 
is very eevene. The slightest pressnre upon the tamour 
iQ the side prodoced oonvnisions. Is more exhausted 
than before. Mr. Tliomas attempted to bleed her in 
tlie mornings but the convulsive twitdiings were sd 
serein he bad much difficulty in opening a vein. H^ 
got a little blood, which had a slightly buily coat. Fiat 
V. S. et detr._ sang. 3 vi. 

About five ounces of blood were obtained, which was 
of abiighi vermilion colour, with a fair proportion of 
serum. When it was flowing out of the oriice, Mr. 
Thomas observed it to be almostiof a blaok colour. Nine 
o'clock, p. m. She was relieved by the Ueeding, but 
the gasplBig for breath still continues^ The pulsation is 
80 sligiit m searoely to be felt in the wrist, the carotid 
or the temporal arteries. Compiains of a sense of great 
beat internally, and of pain at each side of the head, and 
naderithe claTicles, which she described, upon being 
ssked' if she .felt any particalar pi^, by. placing her 
hands on eaeh side ol. her bead, ^nd ufK>|i the upper 
part of the breast. Appl. £mp. Lyttse amp, sterno 
fiuporiofi 
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Jk^rll 84th.~Tlie UMer hm not riUa. H«r omiote- 
nance looks wotiie ; the lips are palUd ; there ts a Use 
appearance around the month and eyea, and the latter * 
seem more sunk in the head. Mr. Hughes observed she 
Mt heavier to Itft up dnriag this Ulness than before. 
The fisoe and body have rather a ledeophlegwiatio appea* 
Tanoe^aikd th^ extreiiltleapit on iNressore in the evening. 
For the last ten days has taken vlery IMIe food. The 
thermometer ^Oi^ in the rooan at 70 degrees, tiio heat 
'Of the right himd was 1(KK of the left 1C»» between the 
A§it 106, under the tongue 106, near the left elariole 
108,4Uid in tholeftcanthos of the left oyo 98 degrees. 
The oonvnlsions contiMie about fire minoissy and the 
intertais of sensibility are nearly of the samo duration. 
She was this evening very mooh troubled with hiccough, 
and Mrs^ Hughes ssya her features were more dMnrbed 
last night dnring the eonvnisions than usual, and large 
pits were left in different parts of the &oe, like the nwrim 
made by confluent small pox, which after a little time 
disappeared. Alvus valdd constriota. 

llepr. Mist Cstbart 

April 26th. — The pulse Is very variable, and eamiot 
be counted. The swelling of the side extends nearly to 
the opposite ribs, but is not so elevated in any particular 
part as it was. Appeam to suffer grsat uneasioese; she 
cannot swallow any bread or solid food ; a teespooofal of 
liquid can only be taken at a time, and that will hardly 
pass down. She cannot thrust the tongue out of the 
mouth without bringing on the convulsive action of the 
diaphragm. The heat of the thermometer in the mouth, 
neck, and hafidst iN» 92 degress. The mereurial faster 
was omitted, as the gums ere sUghtly affscted. 

Dr. Drake and Dr. Langston, from America, attsfedodt 
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ne io my vMtio^dity. Fron ^e reports cireola«6dl in 
the New York pup^a, find extrfteto from Messrs. SaBdurs 
aod olfaers. Dr. Drake supposed tke whole affair re*- 
feaUme Miss M*Avoy, an imposition. Dr. Drake and 
Dr. LangsliMi, altfaoogh tfaay had no opportunity of proT- 
ha^ tier poweni, ] have reaaon to think, went away with 
an impression very diiCerent from that expressed to ma 
before they saw her. 

April S6th.*-l8 lass seasibla to-day. The pulse in An 
Wrist is rarely toim felt; the con^nlslons are more fre- 
queat than befere ; and the intervals, when the afltotion 
of the Diaphragm cornea on, am shorter* Sordesoeat 

Vald^ lingua, os, et deotes. 

April S7th*--€ontini]ea mneh the same, but weaker; 
altitoiqrb, now and tfaen^ she answers a i|uestion by s^, 
is ^nerally mcaUe to do so. 

*■ 

April 28th. — Is not worse, and has swallowed about 
half a teaoupJai of black currant tea, and a little 
sugar and water since last night. The Poise varied from 
120 to* 1S2 : 1 counted it at two different times in the wi ist, 
and in the left earotid artery ; far five seconds only in 
the forn^.er, the Pulse boat at the rate of 180 pulsations hi 
tba mionte, in the latter at 182. Per aliquot dies non ha- 
Iniit alvi dejeetionam* 

K. Hydg. iutanur. gr. x. C«p^ «tallia « coottrvo qaoKbcH. 

April |Mth. — She had two conrolsioi» doring my^ visit, 
«ach of ahont fifteen minutes duration. Tha interval 
between them was four minutes. I could not count the 
pulse. There waa a peooiiarly ^niok nnitlen of thn 
opper eyelids from above downwaids, and the eyes roll- 
ed te anud firo. Tl^e tfaermmneter in the hand was 108; 
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near the clavicle IM» aod liNii#een tha feat 98 degraea. 
Sha is occaftioDally seised with spasms alecting the opper 
part of the left breast. I sat by her for half an hxmr, 
until Jtf r. Hogbes spoke to nUe. She did not seem to be 
aware I was in the romA ; indeed Ae scarcely atiempleft 
to open her eyes. Was insensible when I entered^ 
room. Non respondit hydr. submor. 

May 2d. — ^The convnisions continue. Her appetite is 
improved ; complains of the pain between the left cla- 
vicle, and the sternum being; very violent ; is much 
thinner, but her countenance is more healthy. Alvus 
solvitur, et urina coloris fosci redditur libera. 

May 5th. — Complains of a shooting pain, from the up- 
per part of the breast, extending along each jaw, through 
the temples, to the crown of the head. She is fireqneftfly 
seized with spasms. When these come on, the left band is 
pressed strongly upon the left clavicle, and the right 
hand upon the right Me of the bead. The twitclungs 
are rather more violent: has taken little food to-day. 
Alvus soluta ; oriua benight elicitur. 

May 10th. — The convulsions come on about every half 
:hoar ; the pain continues violent near the clavicle, and 
in the left side; upon the whole, however, she apf>ear8 
more cheerful. Has lately learnt in a very short time to 
converse with the fingers, by which means she can ex- 
plain herself better than by signs to those who under- 
stand this mode of expression. Pulse 180. Lingua pura, 
et OS, et gingivae. 

May I8th«-«^I was called out of town on the I Ith, and 
did not see Miss M'Avoy until this morning. It appears 
the convnisions left her on the IStfa : the pahi under tba 
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^vicleaad stemum is considtrably relieved, but she 
stiljl ^l» a sense of weight. The convulsive motions of 
the Diaphrai^m and catching in the breathing, as well as 
the twitching of the mosdes, are much better. Com* 
pl«i09jof pain In the lower part of tha abdomen : the 
legs and feet sw^U much at night, and the right hand i^ 
larger thw the left. The tomonr in the left side in- 
creases and is acutely sensible. She feels an almost con« 
stant tiirobhing in it, and a pain extending along the 
mnscliss of the, neck, and throfigb the head, in different 
directions. Since Monday last, she has been removed to 
an arm-chair in the day-time, but can neither wailc nOr 
stand. On, Thursday last, she recovered her speech, 
but complains of much pain in speaking; particularly if 
she speak louder th^ a whisper. There was a slight, 
but ^negplar contraction in the pulse. Mrs. Hugheia 
olisejrv^d her to be very low spirited, but she was able to 
sew. Twice, hgwev^r, she was obliged to rip up a frock, 
having sewed the wrong side outwards. She cannot name 
a colour. jPttlse varying du^ring my visit, from 92 to 120. 
Alvus liqoatur. Urina modici redditur coloris naturalis. 

June 3rd.— Si^ce the last report, the syqtiptons have 
continued much the same. The pulse varied from 108 
to 120. To-day she coo^iplains of the convulsive motion 
of the Diaphragm being 'more troublesome, and this ef- 
fect is generally brought on when the side is examined. 
The awelling increases according io her feelings; 
this increase has not been very perceptible to me for 
some time, but I have rather thought it stationary. It 
' extends more towards the back and loins. The feet and 
legs lire more swc^iled in the evening, but in the morn- 
ing .this sfBelUng is qonsiderable. . 

Jupe I2tji.— T^be apasarcona swelling of the feet and 
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fegs^ and of the hands and arms it much increased. Tfa« 
former are tense, have a shining inflamed appearance^ 
and there is a general sense of fulness over the whole 
body, and of oppression in breathing. The pain in Ovei 
bead, and in the sockets of the eyes is greater, and the 
eyelids are tumified and inflamed : when she attempts to 
pat out her tongue, she cannot protrude it more than a 
line or two beyond the teeth, as the convulsive afTectfon 
comes on instantly, and prevents the further protrusion. 
Pulse 120. Fiat v. s. et Detn sang, e brachio $ vi. ad S 

June 13, — She was relieved by the bleeding : the blood 
was cupped, but not buffy. The hands and arms are less 
swelled, and the tenseness-and shining redness of the legs 
are diminished considerably. The sense of Tafiness, 
and of oppression in the breathiug, is better. 1 was ac^ 
eompanied^n my visit by Dr. Sherwin of Bath. 

June 22d.— Has continued much the same for some 
days past, bat complains now of more pain in the head 
of throbbing and pain in the side, and of oppression in 
the chest If the swelled legs or feet are pfressed up6n. 
In the slightest degree, she suffers excessive pain. Pulse 
120, and irregular. Alvus et urina liberse. 

Repr. V. S. et. detr. Sang, f vi ad I viiu 

Six ounces of blood were taken away, which afforded 
considerable relief. It had a very huffy coat. 

June 26th. — Complains very much of oppression itk 
the chest, and the convulsive motion returns very often ^ 
but more slightly than formerly. It exhausts her very 
much, and she has apparently no wish to employ her* 
self as usual. Pulse 120. Mr. Thomas being absent 
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I took aboot s6v«ii ' ovneei of blodd fiPMi Ae 

Jane 87tfa.— I found her nioeh better than for some 
time pairt. The ^pf^r^ssioQ of the eheet and oontuUre 
motien ate rcjsaDiPed, atid Ih^ legs aad feet are ntoel^ 
reduced hi sh9e. The hhiOd wae textreairiy bnlfy aad 
coffied. Palsefrom 104 to ISO; Noote olthnii 
I superveniebant) et nnnc in qnanMiile iA«ite a4 
AWm astricta. 

Bepr* lalUSi fieuMi, u. «• 

Jua9 28th.'~The oppremon in the breathing haa 
retacnad dightly.. Poise 120. She has not taken the 
iafiision of setina ; oil-ease strips had heen f<41ed round 
the ]»g^ some days ago; and with apparently good effeet 
in redaeing the swelling. Heri respere divamemot 
menses. 

June 3Mh.-*I found her worse to«day. Mr. Thomas 
was agAbx engaged, and I took aboniflfe oonoea of blood 
from the arm, with almost immeAate relief. The Uood 
had a buffy^appearaoee* Pulse ISO, and irr^n^lar. 
A{\rus constrieta. 

Rcpr. Inftis; Semue. u. au 

July 2d. — The convulsive affection again returned, 
and she complains of maoh pafb in the head. She suc- 
ceeded in putting out the tongde a line or two ftailher 
than before, bat the bohvulsive motion came on, and 
forced her to desist from prottnding it Poise IW to 
144. AIvus libera solvitur. 

July 3d .-—I look about Ibor ounces of blood from 
the left arm, and she Wf» again relieved from the unplea* 
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mtkt gy iii pto mt of opproAskm in breaHiiDf v Md of the 
convulsive tvritchings. The swelltng *of . tk# legs 
decreases every day. 

July 4ttt. — Coniinuee better. The blood wee ^gblly 
'buffy/fout mot cupped. Poise lOS to 120. She thrust 
*>0iit the toDgoe just orer'ibe lip, but the codvulsiTe 
^«loti0D came on, or I think the would have beeoaUe to 
iM^ve protruded it ii^rther. ' - ^ 

July 7th. — Complaifis of loore violent head-ache. 
The convulsive affection and the oppression in breath- 
Itig biive returned. During the last bight she hafd *some 
*'tffee]f>; btit attended with dreams of so horrid a nature, 
*'t!ltttshe did ¥iot feel refreshed, but bh the contrary wea- 
^keh^d'^iKKbisti^issed by it. The legs and f^ are 
'tudili^'Wia^iarcous;' Mr. Thomas 'saw her yesterday, and 
he say^ the pulse was as low as 70^ irregular, and inter- 
mitting. He bled her to-day, and obtained about six 
'tiUtides 6fl)lo€ld.* 'She nearly fainted before her arm 
w^ tied up:- The convulsive 'motion ceased: Poise 
ffroWi 108l'tD 120, feeU'emnd irregular before, but, after 
TBie bleediiig', 'mo/re regular, soft, and at the same time 
fuller^ and in frequency 120. Alvus suppressa. 

£^r. InfVis. Sennie, u. a. 

- . i3ruly.8th.— The blood 4a^a. yesterday was not buflfy, 
b]|itsi;ightiy cupped in.^^^cpnd cijp. She is ^better ; 
>tbe convulsive a£Featt9nA94 ibp opprpsMssiqn in the breatb- 
tog did not oc^r,.bD^ whcp she atten^pt^d to pi^ trade 
the tongue. The right eye Js sUglitly .suffused with 
blood, and the eyelids are inflamed and tumified. I threw 
.4^^^soiar9peqtrastrp^g^J{^^d^flJJe4tedIy upon the 1)all 
iOf^h (lye wi^i^put infilling her blink.. Coinplaips 4»f 



heat 9sa4 irritetion of Ibe ejelUb.. Pulfe 110* Alrot 
et iiriB* iiatarale». 

.. ^ . 
July 9Ch.^ — Hora secunda- matottta .sapervenlabaiii 
Tomitos et dkirrhsea, hora octava post cessaptcii. * 

Seepe nngtritiem ddbiiitator TBld^. MatBrkaej^cta, de 
pomis terrse, consljtit, et fragis, de qiribas, acvi appetitn, 
edit. Fitiidum ooloria seroginoei 4ein voouta red<tidit. 

There is no dhnioatioD in* the tumour, and the pain 
is not relieved. Complaina of frequent shlviBrings dur- 
ing the day. The puke is very irregnlar, varying from 
JdOto 160 pulsations in the minute. Employs herself; 
when ^ble, in sewing and making paper crosses, but 
cannot distinguish a single eolour. Mrs. Hughes, at iny 
request, applied the solution of Belladonna to the eyer 
lids, as she bad seen it done by Mr. Brandreth, at nme 
o'clock, but at half-past one o'clock it bad no effiect in di^ 
laiing the pupil. 1 applied it again over the upper eyof- 
lids and eyebrows, but it produced no effect d^inng my '^ 
stay. I observed a very freqnent motion of the eyelids 
and eyebrows, and the ball of the eye moved to and fro 
severaltimes very quickly, which she iittribnted to the 
noise occasioned by two carts passing by, 

July lOth. — Is very unwell, and complains.of increased 
weakness, iudination to faiut, and pain in the head, 
with numbness over the temples and lower orbit of the 
eye. The bowels are relaxed.. On enquiring from Mrs. 
Hughes, respecting the effect of the B«Ua4onna, shfB 
thought the pupils did appear rather more enl^vged than 
in the morning when I was there,^ but to-day i^ere is no 
greater appearance of dilatation than usual, i^or. does 
the pupil contract upon exposure to sudden Ijght in tlys 
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leart degree. I recomiiiead^d Mrs« Hti^es to ghre Mte 
M^Avoy a few drops of spirit. Larand. comp. Nvitlr spirit; 
AmmoD. complin a littte water, occasionally to relieve 
the faintishnww. False varying from 144 tb laS, fceWe 
and irreg:olar. 

July llth.-^Is worse, and complains of the pain and 
pnlsation in the leftside. The pnlse is not so irregular 
or feeble as yesterday, hot 140 in the miante. The diffi- 
culty of respiration is increased with occasional attaclcs 
of the convulsive motion of the Diaphragm. Speaking 
seemed to bring on the convulsive motion more fre- 
quently. Fresh strips of oiNcase were applied to the 
legs. Alvus liquatur. 

July iSth. — The symptoms are worse. The pulse 
from 132 to 140, and more feeble than yesterday. Mr. 
Thomas took about five ounces of blood from the riglit 
arm. The difficult respiration was immediately reliev- 
ed, and the convulsive motion ceased. The pnlse after 
bleeding fell to 108. Her appetite is very indifferent. 
The legs and feet are less swelled. 

July 13th. — The blood in the first cup had a very 
thick and jSrm buff upon it. It was cupped, stnd the 
brim of the cup of blood was of thebriglitest vermilion 
colour ; the rest of the crassamentom was of good con- 
sistence, and the blood was of a dark red colour^ bor- 
dering upon black. In the second cup the boffy coat 
was somewhat less thick, but firm, and the blood was 
of a pale variegated pink and dead white colour. The 
^mm W9S of a muddy whitish colour. During the 
afternoon of yesterday she continued much better, bat 
to-day flie difficult respiration returned with a slight 
t»)nvulsive afliection. I examined Jier side ; it appeared 
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soniewhat mofe enlafged than when I sAw it last. Tb^ 
&<ifiie predneed, by undrMaiog b^iiself, so as to allow 
anexainiaatioii of tbe tnmonr, always borries her very 
flfiaoh, and the very sli^t touch I gave the tnmour, in 
its most raised part, prodooed faintishnessy which itiddc- 
ed oie to defer another Ueediog until the afternoon. 
The pulse wa» very irregular, varying frevii 128 to 144 
in the minute. Complains of cold shiverings attacking 
her at different times in the day. 

July 14th. — Mr. Nairn, in the absence of Mr. Thomas, 
bfied Miss M'Avoy yesterday evening. The blood was 
batty in the first cup, slightly so in the second, and 
capped with a vermilion colour in the brim of the 
cupped.blood, as in the last bleeding. About half-way 
down the ddes, and all round this cup of blood to the 
same depth, the colour varied from a bright purple 
colour to a pale pink, when it assumed the deep red 
colour bordering upop Uaek, with a firm consistence, 
and with serum of the appearance of muddy whey. 
Mr. Npiirn mentioned, before I had seen the blood, there 
w*as a pigment of a green colour at the bottom of the 
cop : 1 perceived it also, but, upon separating th^ serum 
from the crassamentum, this colour disappeared, proba* 
bly by its union with the seru)n, as it was poured off into 
another cup ; or conld the appearance or sudden disap^ 
pearance of this greeni^ col<»ir be accounted for i>y 
any deceptio visus? or did it really exist as a component 
part of the mass? It certainly had not appeared before 
ia any of the cups into which blood had been drawn. 
The bleeding again relieved the unpleasant symptoms of 
dlificult lespic^tien and convulsive affection. The swel- 
ling of the legs h«^ very much subsided. Pulse I2S* 
Mr. Nairn coupted them before at 146. She could not 
protrode the tongne without bringing on the convulsive 
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lyiottoD, which arrested its. forther protrurioD. She has 
lately complaiaed of a noise like the beattng of a dnUaiy 
when she leans her head upon the right side* It appears 
to be at the distance of fonr or five Inches. If she leans 
her head on the left, a faint ish sensation ccnues over her. 
If h/sr head falls down in the arm-chair, she cannot raise 
herself witboi^t asnstance. Alviis snppressa. 

July leth.— Is very poorly this morning; The dffi* 
culty of breathing came on yesterday, and is very troa^ 
blesome. Pulse 144 ; variable and low. Mr. Thomas 
not being in the way, I requested Mr. Dale, who was 
present, to take away «ome blood ; about five ounces 
were, abstracted from the right arm, when «he became 
fiEiint, but was immediately relieved fi^om the nrgency of 
the other symptoms. The pnlse became fuller^ more 
dj^tin^t, and- 12Q in the minute. 
i. . • ' . • ' ■ 

. July 17th.-~The blood was very bufiFy. and Clipped in 
both Clips. . There was no vermilion colour upon ^e 
brim of the cupped bJood, as noticed before, hat the 
green pigment was vhMe at the bottom of the toaoup. 
Upon pouring^ont the serum, this colour dktappeared. 
She appears low to-day. The l^ are less sweUed, but 
there is generally a lencophlegmattc appearance about 
the iace aiid bod^; she takes litile or no food. Pulse 
liO, Alvusiterum.Iiquatnr, • 

July 19th.^ Appeals .much better. The coi^vnlsive 
twitching only ofcOurred once during my visit, in conse- 
quence of an attempt to shew tiie her tongtie. ' Pulse 
fvim 109 to, 120. The right leg disefaarged a cdnsider- 
aWe quantity of serous fi^, and the^ wete both dimi- 
nished in sjze. .Heri mense£( iterum sopervemt^bant, et 
hoilie in quantitate idoiiea ^dsitnt. Alvu^ 9<flut& ; uriiia 
modicd reddita. 
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Jolf SOIh. — The oppression in the breAthiilg:, and the 
eoftrdMyo tirtteliings returned in a slig^ht degree. 
Pnlie teem 108 to ISO. Ultima nocte dispamenint 
umiftes. 

'llepr. V. S. 

July 21st*-^Seir«ii odneeift of blood were taken away. 
The blood wag huffy and onpped in the first tmt not in 
tbe second onp, and the loss of it evidently relieved her. 
The green pififOf^it was not obiserred in either of the 
cape. . . » . 

Joiy 28d. — ^Thfe former symptoms 'have agahi reiarned» 
aad she eiMuplains of genera! irritation and itneaslDess. 
The Pulse v»ries from 108 to 120. Her appetite is very 
bad, taking no solid', and sear^^ely any fluid food. Straw- 
berries have been her principal diet for some time, and 
she now ocoaisionaUy takes a few ripe gooseberries. I 
proposed tlMt Mr. Thomas shonld bleed her in the after- 
n^Hftx^ hai m she ei: pressed a wish tobave it done imme- 
diately^ I pasted a fillet round the arm it the usaal man* 
ner,andtiedit,wfaen she gave -a start, as if H pained her. 
Upon askiaghei: if the start fi^as oeeieioB^ by theli^bt- 
nesBof .the UgalQre,^e said it was not. I proposed, 
hawever to iposen it, to which she objeeted with a laugh. 
Her head then fdl suddenrly fc^rwfird on my breast, and 
she was evidently insensible. After -laying her head 
gently upon the chair, I loosened the fillet, and a violent 
fa|qileric attack sneoeeded, followed by convulsion, from 
whioh she recovered, but «fhe lostithe power ef speech. 
Tbe oppression .and patcbtng in the breathing, and the 
convulsive motion fecnrred witti more violence,* and as 
jibe expressed, by siguya wish to bb bled, I again tied up 
the right arm, but was foiled in my attempt of bleeding 
her, by the numerous cicatrices which were not perfeqtly 
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bealad. After a second effort, I racce«ded JB«ebtaittiiig 
iribout two eances of Mood, fay a very ^eoftfiaed ettltani. 
The blood, after staodin^ eome time, did not exhibit any 
boffy eOat, bot a larger proportion of aerom thaa Qsaa}. 
The right side became paraly tie. I viaited Mias M'Aroy 
in the erening ; she waa sensible, bot violently agitatted, 
by repeated efforts to vomit, bnt netbholg wtm expcAled 
from the month but sativa of a frotiiy datwne. Ndw. and 
then a very offensive smeU issued frbm the me«lb. Ske 
gtew every moment worse. Tlie inspiratioQs iiarfMrly 
were seldom, if ever completed, when the oppressira 
or catching in the breathing came on. Now they are 
deeply made, loud and sonorous as ihe ox]riralidiis ; te be 
compared only to that breathing which somettmos Indi- 
cates the approach of death. The sospensten of breach- 
ing occasionally intervened, succeeded by iMYMn^ ef- 
forts to recover her brea A, which brooglit into vioUot 
action, the musoles of the throat, cbest/disipliragm, «6d 
abdomen. The pdlse cotild only be cOtialcfd fsanm very 
short period before it flagged; and it varied m frequesey, 
. from 18 to 18 pulsations in five seoonds of tmie ; indeed 
she appeared so much exhansled that any one wotdd have 
supposed her in the agony of death. She was tsome 
time, however, sensible, and 1 thought it a proper op- 
portunity to ask her if she ted the least glimmering Df 
sight; she shoots her head as a mark of dissent. My 
own ^opinion of her blindness has been confirmed by 
repeated experiments, and I asked the question more for 
the satisftiction of the sceptical Upon this point, than of 
my own, as it might be supposed at sodi a period, she 
would not deceive. The only hope I had of her reco- 
very, arose from the i^rdbability of the tnmour having 
burst and discharged itself by one of the^usuai outlets. 
Alvos modice soluta. 
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inly 23d.— Labours under very oppressive breaHitag^. 
The iDcltuation to vomit is g^oue off; appears almost 
constantly convulsed and insensible. Pulse from 120 
to 144, very irregular, but fuller than one would expeet 
under the cireumstances of the case. The skin ba^ a 
clammy moisture upon it: AUus asMota. 

July 84th.— Mr. Thomas was called up last night. All 
the symptoms were increased in violence, so that he had 
little hope of her surviving the night. She appears weaker, 
but the breathing is not so oppressive and laborious em 
yesterday. Continues very much convulsed. The pulse 
can be felt, but not counted. Urina naturalli semilibram 
r^didit hodid. 

I visited her again in the evening. There was little al* 
terafion in the symptoms. She swallowed a tea*spoon« 
fal of fluid, with great diSeulty. The swelling of the 
legs and feet has entirely subsided; Mrs. Huglies says 
she is occasionally sensible, but I did not perceive it dur- 
ing my visft. Iterum urlnse eandem quamtitatem dedit 
hac vespere. Lingua scabra, subflava^ et arida, cum ore 
adusto. 

Dr. Baird of Glasgow, and his brother were present 
to-day. 

July 86th.~Is rather better, but stUl the brea^ng is 
laborious and oppressive. She does not appear senstble9 
nor can she swallow any fluid. It ran out of the mouth 
when given to her. The pulse is very irregular. . It ra- 
therexceededl20, but I could not couat it with certainty. 
Dr. Baird of Glasgow, his two brothers, Mr. Dale, an* 
^r. Thomas were present. The side was examined : the 
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tiwoar hfid evideBtly 8iib«ided» but still thd slighitsl pren* 
mr^ caused violept ag^itation. UrioK redidit semilibrasa. 

]VIrs. Hughes was mach offeoded at my making thi9 
very slight pressare/ on account of the pain it gave her 
daughter: she eveo shed tears, but was roused by some 
observations tending to find fault with her conduct, in 
speaking of convulsion before her daughter ; and of the 
general effect of such observations in irrUable dispoei* 
tions. We had some difiBcuIty in appeasing her, as tke 
language appeared to convey a reflection that she was 
not doing all she could, to combat the disease of ber 
daughter^ or was couoiving at imposition* Upon this 
point it is hardly to be wondered at, if she shpuld feel 
very sore, as the assertions which have been made by 
numbers, however false she may know them to be, can- 
not be otherwise than unpleasani to her feelings, more 
partkolarly as from the observatiims of Dr Baird, tt was 
evident that he suspected imporftion. 

Six o'clock p. m. — 1 found Miss M*Avoy much better, 
About four o'clock she was seized with nausea, and after- 
wards with vomiting. The matter thrown up consisted 
of a watery fluid, tinged with a pink colour, most proba- 
bly from two or three gooaeberrlee she had taken before 
the nausea began, and some bits of apple. It wa{$ in ihm 
whole rather more than a pint. She was quite sensible, 
but appeared considerably emaciated in her general ap- 
pearance. The eyes were hollow, with a dark rim sur- 
rounding the lower orbit. Had the vacant stare of blind- 
4MSS, well marked. Was able to takea littte coffee, with 
&rcad and butter: compl^ned of flatulence. Repr» 
In&ui* Senjuse. 

July 26th. — The laborious respiration is again return- 
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edy bat in a more moderate degree. False 120 to i44. 
In the evening she was mnch worse, which I attribated 
to her having eaten lamb and green peas, to her dinner. 
I desired Mr. Thomas to g^ve her a desert spoonfnl of 
Tin. Ipecac, every ten minates^ nntil it operated. Alvns 
libera solvitur sed nihil pnralenti in fecibos apparebat.J 

Joly 87th. — The emetic operated well»and she threw 
ap what she had eaten in the day, and some grnel taken 
after the emetic had been given. There was not the least 
appearance of any parulent matter in that which was 
thrown up. The laborious breathiog coQtinnes in a 
slight degree. False 190, 

July 88th.— -Is considerably better in every respect. 
Portrema nocte, arias ancias tres, parts continentis 
aliqaantum, cblorlsfloris lactis/redidit. Observata fait 
•angainis gattala urinam innatans, brevi, qaaa, tempore, 
di^paruit. 

She js seized occasionally with shivering, The 
swelling and pain extend now more towards the spine, 
hear the depending points of the shoulder blades^ with 
frequent throbbing, but she has considerable pa]h.an4er 
the short ribs, extending up to the left plavicl^ juid 
shoulder. Pulse 120« Alvus soluta. 

July g9th.— The legs are slightly .welled. She has 
recovered the use of the right arm, bat not of the side. 
The swelling is evident to the eye on the left side of the 
breast, but is not near so painful apun pressure, ai^ on 
the left side of the upper part of the abdomen. Alvns 
dejicituir, sed dura. Libert redidit" urinatn pus 
Ulienjas moment! continentem. 
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July SOth.-^CootiBues inncb the lante, but is occasicm' 
ally iteieed with violent spasms in the left side, extend- 
ing from the false ribs to the breast, as high as the left 
clavicle. She has recovered her speech, bat cannot 
protrnde her tongae, witbont bringing on the spasmodic 
affection. Pulse 108. Redidit urinam iterum liberids 
sine pure.* 



* Baird^ medidis iBgeniosus Gitrngam pus defluere cum urina duliltaTity 
CO quod porca erat quantltas)* et uriafe faeces simulabat superficies. Qumn 
banc uiixvun vidit illc per dies tres reddiu Aiit, eC lactis floris ookKcm, e 
lieedbcis urinae cum pure commistis, perdidit. 

Urina eadem, cum sedlmento, ad nosocomium nostrum monstrata, opini- 
onem huic Doctoris Bainl, quidam consortes mei periti, baud dtfwnniil«n» 
dedenmt. Ezperimenta tamen post ftcta senteatiam meam ratam habue- 
runt. Die poetero, praesentibus memet, medico-dururgis praedaris N«ini 
et Thomas, et Grindrod juveni ingeniosO) nosocomii nostri aluiiimoy pUala 
agitata, dispersa fUit per urinam materiel supradicta, et qui^ in fimdum 
deddit. Drina effbsa, per aquam agitata et lavata per tertias vices, sobjectttm 
fuit residuum depositum experimentis sequentibus. 

Exp. 1. Addi nitrid pauzillum in porticnem materiae affUndcbaftvr, 
eff^rvescentiam fortem producens ; dein perluddus fit liquor, pallidi cobiiE^ 
fere sabfbad, et subflavi. Addtta aquat eodem tempore, praedpitatio nulla, 
sed sequente die, subalbida evenlt. 

Exp. 2. Addum sulphuricum alteram super partem ihfudi, efftervescentiain 
exdtans laevissiinam, cdorem subfuscum et purppreum drtendens : aqua 
Hquorem affUsa statim praedpitationem non indicabat; pauld post, mistura 
frigescente, praedpitatio fit. 

Exp. 3. Residue hujusce paululo, cum aquae additione, argenti nitrati paux- 
iDum addebatur; f^ragminum praedpitatio subalbidorum statim ^equebatur ;. 
proximo die praedpitatio purpurasdt ; liquor peredatus per bibulam cfaartam 
nauseosus gustabat vaM?. 

Ext. 4. Portio altera cum solutione potassae carbenatis saturata mista full ; 
addita aqua, fragminum praeidpitatio subalbida decidebat : poetero die obscu* 
riorevadt. ' 

Exp- 6« Cum aqua aipmoniae purae materia eommista eyenit nulla praedpi- 
tatio; sed exinde vapores volatUes magisquam paul6 olficerunt pungentiores. 

'Exp^ Q. In partem r^sidui alteram sp^ritus vioi rectificatus aifbsus se spia», 
nvit; sed post hebdonadem m^gis fluidum et putidum evadel^t. 

Exp. 7* Oleo olivae, optjmo portio eommista ultima, non s61iita,8ed per ole» 
um in guttulis dispersa fuit. Ex hisce experimentis pus esse cum urina 
depositum plane apparebit, et ea, quae, diversis vidbus, post fiicta fuevunt^^ 
ppiaionem eandem confinoabant. 
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jQfy 8}^. — Continues inaeh the mm. Palee 106 
iol£0. Alms solQftt. 

Ang^ast'Sd.— Com TlBcerain de)dre, nanc nrget dierr-* 
hoea, fprsan, e fractibas nimis iejestis, orient, de qnibiM, 
coastal preefpattm aHmentam snann. 

Capt. ttncL Rhd. J 88.8tatfan,etdeln,8itiftoocaaio 
rixict.oini.gn8. XV. ex aquae pnixfflo, qoartaquaqoe borm ad dianlMMaii 

dstcoflniii* 

A9^Qst 19th. — The conviilsire catchkigaDd oppresrfoD 
xa the breathing are considerably diminished. The swell- 
ing of the. \eU sid^ continues with the most acnte sensl^ 
bility upon the slightest pressure. Vexat eg^am diarr- 
hoea vel obstipatio^ plus minus ve, sexdecdm diebusabhinc. 
Laudano absorpto obstipatio evenit, et laxantibus opus 
fait. Si urgebat diaxrhasa e oontrario laud^no usa fult. 

Mr George Sell, Surgeon, of Edinburgh, attended me 
Id my rjsit to-day ; he examined the eyes, and obserTcd 
the contraction of the pupil to be very considerable, but 
the dUatation did not take place so freely. I passed my 
hand suddenly across the eyes when she winked, which 
was accidental ; the finger, pointed suddenly towards the 
^yes, ill different ways, did nojt fiake her blii^ik. Upon 
examining the side, she shrank before the iSoger was ap- 
plied, but I had expressed my intention of pressing 
gently upon the tumour before its application. The 
pressure was extremely slight ; the pulse rose at the rate 
of from 120 to 144 pukatioQs in the minute. Mr. G. 
Bell gave me his opinion that she must see. 

August dSnd. — Catharticus her) acceptus nil profoitp 
M nausea superveniebat usque fere ad vomendum. 
Capt. y^ Ipec. Coch. maji»q;uaqae8emihora donee ▼on^tum excite;. 
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August 8Sd^— She is bettor. Pulse 1 12. I reqde^d 
Mr. Thomas to apply the solntion of Hyoaeyamoe over 
the eyelids and eyebrows at bed-time. Respondtt bene 
emeticus. Nausea tamen per boras tres iriaQSit, deiiuo 
lactls tepldi sablavata hausta. 

August 25tb.--Coniplains of considerable pain iq the 
fore part of the bead. Mr. -Thomas informed me the 
Hyoscyamus dilated the pupils only very slightly, but 
he observed the contraction uponi exposure to a lighted 
candle to be greater than he had erer seen it Upon 
exposing the pupils this morning to a lighted candle, the 
contractton was hardly perceptible. Pulse U6« Alvua 
liquatur. 

August 27th. — The Belladonna was applied last nighty 
and this morning, to the eyelids and eyebrows. The 
right pupil was dilated to above one-third of the whole 
Iris. The pupil of the right eye, when we first examin* 
ed it was of an oval form, fVom above downwards ; after 
some time it resumed the more circular form, The dila? 
tation was greater in the right than in the left eye. 
Upon exposure to a lighted candle, the pupils contract- 
ed, but not to so great a degree as after the application 
of the Hyoscyamus. Dolor cum obstipatione viscerum 
adest. 

jD MigQe& milph. j ia. 

Bfpr.dooB hcoce, fi sit occit^s 
•tcunda^uafiiie hora,doDed sit alyus bene aohiCm 

September &th.— The convulsive twitching is very 
troublesome, and she appears very ill. Dr. Hannay and 
his brother-in-law Mr. Cockburn, Surgeon, of Edin- 
burgh, accompanied me in my visit. The side was 
exambedi and t|ie e^lar^eqient was v^ry evidept* Tb^ 
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eyes were akoexftiniiied. PqImIM. AsMr.Tliomeswae 
eng^aged, Mr. Coekbaro kindly offered IdM eervioee le 
bleed her, and aboat eevea oanoes of blood were taken 
away. Jt bad a more wajtery appearance than utoaL 
The convulsive twitching was almost immediately reliev- 
ed, and the pulse redaced from lOS to 96. Alvoe inter-^ 
dam liqoatar, dein eonstringitur. 

September 9th. — Complains of increased pain in the 
fore and back part of the bead ; of trembling and weak« 
ness. The convulsive twitching and oppression in the 
breathiiig are increased in violence. Pulse 108 to 130. 

Clfft Tinct OigitaL gtti. ▼ tercUdieczaqas pMizOla 

September 10th. — The tincture of Foxglove occasion* 
sd sickness. The dose was reduced to three drops. 
Appears very unwell, and her spirits are very low. Alvus 
libera. 

September IStb. The twltchings were relieved by 
Mr. Thomas having taken yesterday evening about six 
ounces of blood ; the blood was not buffy, but cupped. 
The serum was of a milky whey colour^ and in consider- 
able proportion to the coagulum» 

Septembet 15th. — ^The twitchings are more frequent 
The foxglove wa^ omitted as it still produced sickness, 
and she did not seem to derive any benefit from it. Pulse 
Tery Irregular and frequent. It beat at one time at the 
rate of 168 pulsations in the minute. 

September 16th. Six ounces of blood were ta^en 
from the arm ; it was cupped, but not bufff ; it relieved 
iier very much. Pulse 120. 

September 2lst. - In attempting to reach something 



M 



with her hand, A/b crossed it orer the breast, and brongfat 
OQ the coDvuisiVe spasm, and .a i^nse t>f «affocatioa, 
which were relieved^ apon restoriag^ the hand to its pro- 
per sitnation. Cooiplains of pain in the right hy|>oohoD- 
driani. Mr. Thomas was desired, to bleed Miss M'Avoy 
in the aftemooD, but he did not succeed. 

September 23d. — Mr. Thomnts obtaiued eight ounces of 
blood of a bright red colour. The blood in the first cup 
was slightly buffy and cupped ; and in the second it was 
only cupped. The coagulom was firm in consistence, 
and the serum clearer than usual. The green pigment 
was visible in the first, but not in the second cup. Nausea 
vald^ urget. Alvus Uquatur; urinam reddidit coloris 
naturalis, et in quantitate idonea. 

September 26tb. — Complains of great pain in tlie 
right side, and the swelling of the left side evidently in- 
creases. The more violent symptoms were relieved by 
the bleeding. Is troubled with cough. Pulse ISO. AIvus 
solttta. 

September 27th. — Complains of difficulty of breathing, 
and of the convulsive twitching, with great pain in both 
sides. AIvus dejicitur; urina parca etcnm dolore red* 
ditur. 

Fiat. V. S. et detr. Sanguinis e bracMo ^ vL ad ^ xSL \ 

September 28. — Eight ounces of blood i^ere taken | 
away. It was very much cupped and buffy in the first 
cup ; the vermilion coloured border was very beautiful. 
The serum had a milky appearance. The difficulty of 
breathing was relieved, as well as the cough. 

September 29(h — The convulsive twitchinfS were 
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more violent, and Mr. Thomas again took six ounces of 
Moody capped, buffy, and with the vermilion coloured 
circle, but not so bright as before. The bleeding re- 
lieved her, but she appeared very low spirited, and 
complained more of the pain and throbbing in the tu- 
mour. Pulse 120. 

Oct. 1st. — Seems very ill. Her countenance is chaQg« 
ed materially for the worse. She has taken little or no 
food for several days. The convulsive twitchings are 
again violent. Pulse 120, and rather feeble. Alvus 
astricta. 

Repr. V. S. 

October 2d. — Six ounces of blood were obtained, cup- 
ped and buify, having the vermilion coloured circle ; the 
serum was pellucid, and the green colour at the bottom 
of the cup was very perceptible. Complained last night 
of violent pain in the back. She was sometimes convuls- 
ed in the night, and became insensible this morniQg : the 
respiration is laborious. Pulse 144, variable jin strength 
and fulness. Alvus obstipata. Urina pus continens, 
in matulae fundum fluitans, reddita fuit modicd. Lingua 
fceda, et OS ; sordibus qneratse gingivae. 

October 3d. — Appears for the most part insensible 
with convulsive twitchings. Can take only a tea-spoonful 
of fluid at a time. Her mother thinks her sensible, a3 
she makes a sign occasionally, for the mouth to be wet- 
ted. Pulse 152, variable in strength. Reddidit urinam 
boni coloris sine pure. Non habqit alvi dejectlonem. 

October 4th. — Is quite sensible, but cannot speak. In 
the night was seized with a violent spasm, which conti- 
nued for some time, and afterwards she felt a sensation as 
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if somethingr bftd bant interaally. False 1S2 to 144, 
more regular and distinct. Urina redditar sine pifre. 
Alvas constipatiir. 

Repr. Infitt* Semue, a. a. 



October 5th. — Had not taken the Infus. Sennas. Com- 
plains of considerable uneasiness in the chest, and is yery 
low. Pulse 120< Alvus tamen astricta. 

Repr* PIL Hydr. sub. cum Jalapa. u. a« 

October 6th. — ^She recovered the use of the arm and 
side, which hare been paralytic for a considerable time. 
Nausea usqud ad vomitum, superveniebat. Alimentom 
per aliquot dies in ventriculum acceptum, mal^concoctnm, 
ejicitur ; alvus nihilominos solvitur. 

October 7th. — She recovered her speech this morning, 
and appears much better, but complains of great sore- 
ness in the side, and of fulness in that part of the tamour 
adjacent to the back. Pulse 108. Reddidit urinee semi- 
lihram pustenentis Alvus astricta. 

Repr. PiL Hydr. sub. mur. com Jalap, u s» 

Oct. 8th.— Protruded the tongue a little further than 
she has done lately, without producing any material 
pain or spasm. Takes the alkaline medicine with le- 
mon juice, which now agrees very well. Alvus inagis 
elieitor Urina redditur cum pure. 

Oct. 9th. — Complains of a sense of heat internally, 
and all over her. Cannot bear the heat of the fire. 
Has pain and a sense of fulness in the right side, but I 
felt no particular induration. Pulse 108. 

Oct. 10.— The face and head are swelled. Pulse 108. 
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Miss M^Avoy, a day or two ago, described the metal 
nftfffi a snuff box, correctly, for a lady ; and to-day she 
isaid my watch chain was gold as well as my watch. 
When the watch was examined before, it was attached to 
a steel chain. I gave her the top of a lancet case, which 
was silver, she said it was black ; and the gold cbaJi^ 
when given to her again, was blacli also. Just at the 
moment the silver case was pnt into her hand, a slight 
spasm came on. She was uncovered. 

Oct. 11th — ^The face is more swelled, partlcnhirly 
about the jaws* Upon examining the month, the goms 
were spongy, and a mercurial fmtor was perceptible. 
The bolosses must have produeed this offset, as she 
had lately used mercury in no other way. Pulse 180. 

Oct. 12tli.— Complains very much of pain in the head, 
and of being oppressed with heat, both externally and 
ioternaily. Pulse 132. Alvus obstipata. Urinam red* 
didit ane pure. 

Oct. ISth.— Is much the same. Pulse 120. Alvus 
s<)lvitur. 

Oct 14th. — The paia of the head is very violent, and 
the oppression in the breathing increases ; complains of 
throbbing in the tumour, and occasional shivering. The 
least noise affects her. Her memory is very deficient ; 
3he did not recollect what was said by the persons pre- 
sent yesterday, Palse 1 12, variable in strength and ful- 
aess» 

WiMi T. 9^ tt4etr.saiig. elwadiio ^ vlaA ^ vi|ii 

Oct. 15th. — Mr. Thomas hesitated to bleed her, as thf 
pulse was 160, and occasionally intermitting, but as { 
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particutarly expressed a wish she might be bled, on ac- 
couDt of the opjpLression in her breathing and eonvt#ive 
motion, which at the time were very troublesome^ he 
look eight ounces of blood, which relieved these very 
unpleasant symptoms, but left her very faint for nearly 
an hour. The blood was both cupped and huffy. The 
green pigment was observed in the first cup; the^serum 
dear and abundant. Pulse from 108 to 120. 

Oct. 20th. — Complains of slight oppression in her 
b^athing, and of considerable weakness, but she ap- 
pears better with lespect to the more unpleasant symp- 
toms than I had seen her for a considerable time. ' The 
tumour in the left 8ideisenlarged,andisexQes8iTeIy pain- 
ful upon the least pressure. Mr. Nairn, who came in as 
we were examining it, not recollecting how much she 
suffered, if it were touched, pressed his finger upon the 
tumour, and she did not recover its eflfects during: our 
«tay, and for several hours after. The pulse was fuller 
and more wiry than usual. Mr. Thomas was requested 
to bleed her in the afternoon. Pulse 120. Alvus soluta. 
Urina parca. 

My young medical friend, Mr. Thomas Currie, one of 
the sons of the late lamented Dr^ James Currie, attended 
me in my visit to-day. His attention to the duties of the 
Hospital,(of which he is at present a pupil) and his enqal* \ 
ries after useful and scientific information wiil, I hope, 
make him an ornament to the profession for which he is 
intended. 

Oct.. 22nd.— Five ounces of blood were.ti^ken away; 
it was huffy, and had the green colour at the bottom of 
the cup. Is upon the whole better. Mr. Filkin of North- 
wich, a meritorious pupil of the Infirmary , accompanied 
me. Pulse 1 12. Alvus non soluta ; urina liber* reddita. 
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Oct. 25th. — Complains of oppression in breathing and 
^j^ceasional faintishness. The tumour increases. If she 
lean forward in the least/ she is liable to fall npon the 
floor if not attended to. The pain of the head is very 
riolent. Pulse from 100 to 120. About fire ounces 
of blood were taken away, when she became faint ; but 
she was relieved by the bleeding^. Alvus soluta ; nrina 
libera. 

Fiat V. S. fUtinb 

Oct. 26th.— The blood was slightly cupped and huffy. 
.The vermilion circle and green pigment were observed, 
l>ot the serum was of a muddy whey-like appearance. 

Oct. 28th.— Miss M*Avoy was removed io a sedao 
.chair into the country. Her legs and feet were a goo4 
deal swollen. She was agitated at the idea of removal. 
The pulse 120, and tolerably fulL The eyes were pecu- 
liarly bright. She was supported to the chair by her 
step father; appeared very fainf, and her mother in- 
forma me she continued so, and was apparently un- 
conscious of her situation during the period of her be* 
ing carried. 

Oct. 29th. — The effects of being carried in this manner 
were very perceptible, in an increase of the unpleasant 
symptoms. As she expressed a strong wish to be bled, and 
as I thought it the only means of affording her relief, I de- 
sired Mr. Thomas, or Mr. Tudor, his assistant, to bleed 
her. Pulse 120, and full. Urina parca; alvus soluta. 

Ootober 80th.— The blood drawn was about five oun- 
ces. It was slightly cupped, with . the vermilion circle 
upon the edge, but not buffy. The serum was in a triple 
•r quadruple quantity, to the coagulum. It gave her 
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almost immediate relief. Body open. Pulse 100. Urioa 
liberiik reddit^r• 

f^ovember 4tb. — The least noise alarms ber. At times 
•he does not aoswer, when, questions are asked ; and she 
then looks quite wild as if she were afraid of sometUng 
ii^juring her. Since her arrival in the conntry, she is 
more uneasy at night, and frequently in a state of stupor. 
Pulse 134, and irregular. 

Repr. V. S. et Detr. Sftiig. quant, idonea; 

Not. &tb. — The blood drawn was about five ounees, 
but it had only a very slightly buSy coat, having not 
flown freely from the orifice; it did not relieve her. 
I requested Mr. Thomas to take six or seven ounces 
more, which relieved the oppression in breathing, dbc. 
but she felt very w^ak, and could not sew or thread a - 
needle. Pulse 160 ; after the bleeding it fell to ISO. 

November 6th.-— She is much better, but complains of 
weakness; the blood was buffjr and slightly cupped. 
Pulse 120. Alvus soluta. 

November 9th.— Found her very unwell. Complains 
of an unpleasant sensation in her head, as if wheels - 
were turning round ; of much uneasiness in the side and 
breast. Pulse 120. Alvus constricta. 

jQ PulT.JaUipb 

Aloes. 80C. aa z i. . - 

6yr« Simp. q. & ut fiat massa in PU. zL dividenda. Capt. ii. h« t* 
1 Flat. V. S. et Detr. Sang. ^ vL 

November 12th. — ^The blood which wail taken on the 
9th, was'buffy. Mr. Thomieis bled her agani yesterday, 
to. the amount of four ounces, and that blood was. very 
much cupped and bufiy, There i^ a general Imicophleg** 
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matic appearance abont her, and she does iiot teetn so 
well as I expected to find ber. Tbe catching in breath* 
Ing 18 very tronblesome. Ftlae 144. Alms obstipa^. 
Repr. PiL et V. & 

November 13th.— Foand her better, Mr. Tudor bar- 
ing taken about six ounces of blood, which was copped 
and boffy. 

November Kth.— Mr. Thomas bled her in conse- 
quence of a return of the catching in the breathing. 

November 17th.— She was again bled, and the blood 
had a cupped and buffy appearance. • Pulse 120. 

November 19th.— She was bled this morning, and the 
blood was cupped and slightly buflfy, about six ounces 
were taken away. Pulse 120. 

November 22d.— Mr. Tudor bled her yesterday, and 
took about eight ounces of blood which was cupped, but 
not huffy. She complained of a violent pain upon the 
upper part of the sternum, but the bleeding relieved it. 
The tumour evidently increases in size. Pulse 120. 

November 23d. — Complains again of the catching in 
the breathing. Pulse 120. Alvus soluta. Repr. V. S. 

November 24th. — Six ounces were obtained. The 
blood was cupped and buffy. She was a little relieved,^ 
but appears weak. 

November 26th. — The^ unpleasant breathing bag 
returned. 

B«j)r. V..S. 
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November 26th. — About five ounces of blood were 
taken away, which wag slightly cupped but not buffy. 
It came away drop by drop, and does not appear to have 
relieved her so much as usual. She complains of beings 
swelled all ov^er her ; but the legs are not so much swell- 
ed as before. Pulse 120. Alvus astricta et urina parca. 

Bcpr. V. S. 

November 27th.— Mr. Tudor tpok away fully eight 
ounces of blood, which was cupped but not buffy She 
obtained considerable relief from it. The serum has been 
of a dark whey colour in many of the last bleedings, but 
the crassamentum has been firm. Pulse 120. Alvua 
const! pata. 

Repr. Pit Hydr. nubmur. 6um jalap. 

November 29th. — Mr. Tudor bled Miss M'Avoy again 
yesterday, and took away about eight ounces of blood. She 
was seized with fainting, and afterwards with convulwve 
twitchingv^ud to-day she was insensible. Pulse 120 to 
130 ; hai^ taken little food for some days back. 

November 30th. — She was seized in the same manner 
nearly as in the last attack, but not in so violent a way. 
Pulse not easily to be counted, but tolerably full, and if 
one could judge from a few pulsations, not exceeding 
. 130 pulsations in the minute. Mrs. Hughes observed the 
suspension of breathing to take place in the night for 
about a minute at a time. Takes no food, but sugar 
and water, and Mrs. Hughes thinks she is at times 
sensible. The eyes roll to and fro, and sometimes 
one eye is turned inwards and the other outwards. 
The laborious breathing is much less than in the last 
attack. Alvus astricta. Urinse semilibra per viginti 
quator ultimas horas reddita fuit. 
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Dm. Sd.— Tetterdfty Bh« beoaine Mft«l>te» bat c^teld 
not speak. CompidBs of the oppreaiioB And catebing 
in breathing. Pake 144. Urina libera. Al?na mints 
astricta. 

Dee. 5Ch. — False variable, and freqnent I oonnted 
it at the rate of 156 palsations in a minute for 16 secondn. * 
She is, howerer, maehl)etter; has reoorered her speech. 
Decembrls tertio die, perstante nocte, arinam cum pure 
reddidit, A heri iterum. Alvus soluta. Redditnr nrina 
hodie sine pure. 

Dec. 8th. — She feeis an increase of the tumour in the 
left side. Suffers considerable uneasiness also from the 
right side. The oppression and catching in the breath* 
ing comes on frequently. Complains of pain in the head 
and in the soclcets of the eyes ; talces a little more food, 
but has now a dislilce to coffee. Pulse 120. Alvus 
astricta. 

B^r. FfL Cathaitic. ii.«. 

December 10th.*-The catching and oppresrion.in the 
breathing have returned. Alvus solritnr. Urina nata- 
ralis redditnr. 

December 11th. — About six ounces of blood were 
taken away this morning. Slie fainted, but when I 
visited her she was much better, and was engaged in 
sewing. Pulse 120. The blood was cupped and buffy« . 

December 13th* — Complained of the catching and 
oppression in the breatMng, and of the occasional con- 
vnlsive motion of the diaphragm. Her legs and feet 
swell very much, and are painful to the touch. Pulse' 
120» Urina magis paroa. Repr. V. S« 

I 



. Deoertber f6th.~Mr. Tudor got vory liiUel>lood ob 
the IStfa> but yesterday he obtained about seven onn^res. 
Which was cupped and slightly bufity. The coagolom 
firm, but the serum, in considerable quantity, was of a 
milky whey colour. Complains of pain in both arms, 
bat particularly in the right, which is swelled, pelhicid 
in appearance, and slightly inflamed, but does not pit 
.upon pressnre. Pulse ISO. 

* December 18th. — The oppression in breathing, and 
conyulsive motion comes on more frequently, and she 
complains of acute pain about the region of the heart. 
Pulse 1^0. 

December 19th. — Mr. Tudor, yesterday, took Bbont 
Ave oonces of blood, which contained a small proportion 
of crassamentum to the bulk of the serum. She was how* 
ever much relieved by K, and the swelling and pain m 
the right arm subsided very considerably. Pulse 180. 

December 25th. — Complaina occasionally of her 
fbrmer symptoms: Pulse 1 18. Alvus obstipata. Urina 
parea. Repr. Pil. Cath. 

January 8nd, 1819. — The former symptoms returned 
with more violence; and Mr. Tudor took about six 
ounces of blood with very considerable reMef. On the 
80th olt. she was bted, and the blood was cupped but 
not huffy. The tumour increases in size, and she has 
complained for some time of a swelling externally about 
•thte loins, which I have not yet had an opportunity of 
-seeing. Pulse 120. Takes little food. Alvus as- 
tringiior. Urina redditur liberies. 

January 9th.— I examined the sweUing above men- 
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tioned, a few days of o, with Mr. Thomaf. It was per- 
ceptible, but not targe ; the fluctuation was evident about 
the middle part of the sacrum, but she could bear mode- 
rate pressure upon it. Mr. Brandreth accompanied ine* 
to-day, examined it particularly, and plainly felt the* 
fluctuation. It extended to both hips. Mr. B. examined 
the tnmoor in the left side, which waa fuller than I had 
observed it lately, but still extremely acute, and sensible 
to the toueht Is troubled with the catching in the breath - 
ing, and oppression about the region of the heart, i 
recommended her to be bled again if these symptoms did 
not abate in violence. 

January iTth.-^Mr.' Tudor Med her yesterday with 
considerable relief. The blood was very slightly buffy; 
but not cupped, and the serum was in large preportioa 
to the crassamentum, but it haid not flowed very freely, 
from' the arm ; she takes little or no food. Appears to 
be very low. Pulse lOQ to 108. 

January 28d. — ^The catching and oppresnon in the 
breathing are very troublesome ; has no appetite for 
food, taking scarcely any thing butsugar and vrater. Mr* 
Brandreth, Mr. Thomas and I examined the tumour in 
the left side, which pointed more, about two inches above 
the navel, and an inch and a half to the left of it. Could 
not bear any pressure upon it: . the fluctuation was 
evident between the hips ; an enlargement was felt upon 
tlie saorumy below the left lumbar vertebrae. She suffered 
pain from the pressure. Her cap was taken off*, and in 
this situation the oharaoter of blindness was very remar1|[« 
able. Pulse from 108 to 120. Alvns'obstipata. Uriaa 
parca. 

Repr. Infus. Senme, u. a. 

January 291h.— Pube varying from 104 to 120, irregu- 
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lar kat moienMy Arte. FinAiiig hm wfy Oilw#ll» mmI 
Mr Thomas's arrival very oncertain, I took about six. 
ooDoes of blood from the arm, irbieh almost immediately 
friieved her. The ptttse after the bleeding fell to 96 ; 
rose agrain to 180, and was more regular and steady in 
its puLtfUions. The blood whilst flowieg Was apparently 
very thin, and appeared as blood dilated with water ; af* 
tsr landing for some time it was mapped but not boffy. 
The green p^ment was observed at the bottom of the eep. 
Sapervenit, post inJosom senne aeeeptom, diar rlUM* 

January Slst. — Mr. Thomas being oiRweU, Mr. Nairn 
visited Miss M^Avoy yesterday, and finding an exacer- 
btttion of the oppiessien ift the bieathing, bled her to 
the amonot of itoarly ten onnce^* The blood was cup- 
ped with the vermilion border. The ser^m in this blood, 
i^dthatof the 29th, had a dirty yellow tinge. Poise 
I8(K Ha^ taken no other food but sugar and wat^r. Is 
at times unconscious of what is goiog forward* 

February 1st.— Cofliplains of great debility. The 
oppression in the ehest, and dilSculty of breathing, are 
considerably relieved. Has no inclination for fobd. 
Diarrhcea tamen manet. Pulse ISO. 

CapL TiBct. opiL gtti. T. ^uarte quaque bins d ui^nt dianiiiett* 

February Sd.i — Complains more of the oppres»on and 
catching in the breathing. Her mother has observed her 
to dose during the night, for the last fortnight, but Miss 
M^A voy does not feel' herself muchHrefreehed by this kind 
of steep, and doubts if she has been asleep. Poise 120. 
Diarrhoea npn dstitur. 

Rcpr. Tinct. opii. u. 9u 

February 9th.— ConliMes mocb the same. Pulse 120. 
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February 8th.— Mr. Udosy, a Sargeoa lately MttM 
iatown, expressed a wish to see Miss M^Av^oy ; he accom** 
paoied Mr. Nairn, aod met me at two o'clock. Mr. 
Udaey exipQaioed Miss M'Avoy's eyesy and tried those 
experiments, as tests of her blindness, which he thought 
necessary. Having mentioned an experiment I had 
made before by leveUing a pistol suddenly at her head, 
without producing the least sboclc, without the slightest 
tremulous motion of the muscles of the face, and without 
her icnowledge, apparently, that such an experiment had 
been made; haying the pistol in my poeliet, these 
§;entlemen were induced to repeat it^ and the result was 
similar to that of mine. Mr. Nairn scarified slightly iho 
leg, which was the most swelled. The oppression and 
catching of the breathing became more riolent from the 
&tigue of loosening her clothes, that we might examine 
the tumour in the side and bacl( ; that in the side pointed 
much more^Uy than I bad aeen it ; and that upon the 
OS sacrum was sensibly felt. The pqlsci when Mr. Nairn 
came in was 108 ; upon my arrival it was 120, and imme- 
diately after the examination it was 168. 

February lOtb.— The oppression and catching in the 
breatiiing ate better. Mr. Tudor bled her yesterday, and 
found the symptoma were mueh iocfeas^ in yiolenoe. 
He took ahoout five ounces of blood, which was copped 
and slightly huffy, with the bright vermilion tinge on tha 
edge of the cupped blood. Pulse 120 and feeble. She 
takes scarcely any food« but sugar and water. Odce 
or tvirice lately, sh^ wished for a little bacon, in whick 
request she was indulged, and she has now and tfae» 
taken milk boiled with a little flour, which generally 
brought on th« diarrhoea acsin. 
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Fdbraary ISth. — It comndeniUy rolkved bytb^scaH- 
ficatiODs which discharge very freely. Has takmi a little 
food for two or three days« ^ulse from 104 to 180. 
AlvQs solvitnr et urina iiberd reddittir. 

Febraary I4tb. — Complains of weakness and want of 
appelite. The legs discbarge copiously. Poise 106. 
Alms elieitur, et urina^ com dolore, pikrca. 

February 16th. — Complains of more oppression about 
the chest. Poise' ISO. Alvos rald^ liquator. 

Re|xr.V.S. 

Febmary 19th. — Mr. Todor took aboot fire ounces of 
blood on the 16th, which relieved her considerably, ft 
was copped and slightly boffy; and the green appearance 
was observable at tlie bottom of the cop. About tea 
o'clock this moruing, she was seized with sbiverings, and . 
complained as if cold water were trickling down her 
back. She seemed shrank in her general appearance. 
The legs diseharge very little. Poise feeble, irregular and 
not to be connted. Urina modic^ redditnr, sed cum dep- 
lore. Iterum scarificentur crura et pedes. 

February 20th. — The shiverings continue ; she is very 
weak, and not always sensible. The pulse fuller than 
yesterday, but irregnlar in frequency and strength. It 
wascounted at different times by me, Mr. Nairn, and 
Dr. Hannay, from 144 to 168. The legs were again 
scarified. Alvus astricta. 

February 82nd.— Is rather better. Pulse 120. The 
scarificatiops did not occasion much discharge, and the 
^^operation was repeated. 

*' * . < * 

February 24th. -^Complains of more pain, particularly 



n 



4bool tfae chesf, extending: to the stomnch. Th6 oppress 
sioD and catching in the breathing have retqmed with 
oonfliderable violencet The legs and feet discharged 
ver^ little, and a couple of deeper scarifications' were 
made by Mr. Bennet, Surgeon, who accompanied me. 
i re€H>mmended her to send for Mr Tudor to bleed her 
if the discharge from the legs did not relieve the oppres- 
sion, Ac. Pulse I2Q. 

March Sod. — Mr. Todor bled her on the 25tb, and 
obtained about five ounces of blood, which was slightly 
capped. The bleeding relieved her at the moment, bnt 
before he left her, the oppression returned. A very con- 
siderable discharge took place from the legs. She felt 
herself better, but yesterday the shiverings returned, 
and frequently came on to-day. Complains of conside- 
rable pain in the chest, and of oppression in her breath- 
ing. The pttlse during my visit, varied from 160 to 180 
pulsations in the minute ; it was irregular in strength, 
but was fuller than I could have expected. Complains 
of great thirst. Per aliquot dies alvi dejectionem ndn 
habuit. Urina redditur modic^ sed tamen cum dolore. 

lUpr. Infos. Senna, u. «. et Mist alkalin. cum fucco UmoDUin* 

March 6th —The discharge from the l^gs has been 
extremely copious, and her breathing is better, but the 
convulsive twitchings come on occasionally, and she is 
never free from head*ache. Pulse 108, appetite rather 
better. 

March 12th. — Continued better for a few days, but. 
to-day there was a return of the shiverings. The tumour 
appeared more generally enlarged, extending almost 
from the navel to the ribs i>n the left side, and forward 
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to the spiie o^ th. ilenm. Pulse 144, i«eft«to m M- 
ness and strength. The legs discharged veiry. Irttfe. 
R«pr. scarificationeB cruris unios, vel ambomini «i sit 
t)cca8io. 

March 14fh.— Complains of violent pwn and tbrobWng 
in the fore and back part of the head, and of pain in the 
sockets of the eyes. The scarifications of toe leg« ™ 
not made; the swelling had increased ; the difficn Ity ^d 
oppression in the breathing a^ iiow worse. P-J^J^O. 
The scarifications were again advised. Alvns sotota, .t 
nrina reddita modicfe. 

March 16th.— I visited Miss M'Avoy, with Dr. Meylw 
of Dublin, and found her labouring under considerable 
pain and uneasiness. The upper Up was bedewed wi* 
perspiration, an indication of serious sufiFering. «he was 
partially convulsed, and her eyes rolled to and fro. In 
the night these symptoms are said to be more violent.— 
During our stay, she was occasionally sensible. In the 
muscles of the neck there was a considerable oontfactfl* 
motion. 

The Pulse varied from 144 to 204, Was at times foU, at 
other times receding and intermitting. The calculation 
was made by five seconds. The number of pulsation, 
varied as each person felt it. 

The legs were scarified to-day. The tumour was evi- 
dent, but did not appear quite sojprotrusiveas it did a few- 
days ago. Nimiisliquatur alvus. 

March l8th.— The convulsions conthiae at inteirate^ 
When able to express herself, she complains of violent 
pain and throbbing in the back of the head; isifflieted 



with t^itohings, and therid is oooasionally a itrongactiop' 
in the ttiastold tnUsdes. Pulse 144. 

March 20lh —Visited her witTh Capt. Farrar. She was 
coQviiilsed when we entered the room, and continued so 
for severai minutes. Pulse not eiasily counted. Slight 
convulsive twitchinga, and catching in the breathing, 
occur frequently. Abradatur capillitlqm, et applicetur 
capiti etnpl; Lytt8& aihplum. 

March 24th. — The convulsions ceased after profuse 
perspiration^ biit she still complains of pain and beating 
in the fore and back part of the head! Pulse 120. . Haa 
recovered thie use of the right arm ; the l<9g of that side 
is still paralysed y but the swelling has nearly disappeared, 
the left leg is more swelled than before^ Alvus et urina 
naturales. 

March 26th. — Continues muchi the same, but complains 
liiore of the pain occasioned by the swelling of the left 
leg, and it now extends up the thigh. Pulse 12D. The 
left leg was scarified in a few places, 

March 3 1st. — The left leg discharged freely, but the 
swelling is very little decreased. Pulse 120. Alvud 
soluta. 

April 1 1 th. — She continued better for several days, and 
had not been troubled, except in a very slight degree, 
upon any sudden noise or alarm, with the convulsive 
twitchings or catching in the breathing. The left leg 
continued to discharge very freely, until within a day or 
two, when the scarifications were closed up. The con- 
vulsive twitching and catching in the breathing came oi|. 
a few times during my visit to-day."* J naade a few soari- 
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ficatioas ia fhe same leg, as it appeared that thia dig- 
charge reliered her, althpngfa the size of the left leg and 
thigh did not diminish maeh. The right leg is a good 
deal more swelled, but is yet paralytic. Pulse ISO. The 
tumour in the side is .much the same. AItus magis 
eoluta^ et uriua libera reddita. 

April 19th. — The scarifications did not produce any 
very great discharge, and at present they are all closed op, 
except one, whici), being made rather deep, discharges 
a little natter. The convulsire twitching and catch- 
ing in the breathing come on very seldom. The 
tnmour under the shoulder blade has disappeared. 
The legs and thighs are less anasarcous. Recover- 
ed the use of the right leg on the 16th inst. The 
6imonr is still excessively painful to the touch. Is 
engaged in making chimney ornaments. The food she 
has taken latterly has been bread and milk, which now 
agrees with her. To sugar and water she has taken a 
distaste, as well as to coffee. Pulse 120. AI vos solvitur 
ct ujrlna redditur liberd. 

April 25th. — Continues much the same. The tumour 
Increases, and points more than it did : the most elevated 
part is about three inches and a half from the navel in a 
diagonal line, extending towards the apex of the heart. 
Pulse 120. 

May 16th.— There was a little alteration in her com- 
plaints, continuing upon the whole better, until a day or 
two ago, when the convulsive twitching and oppression 
in (he breathing, with shooting pains through the chesty 
returned. She sent for Mr. Tudoi: who bled her this 
morning to the amount of nine ounces, when she fainted, 
the Uood was liardly bulfy, but slightly cupped, tb^ 
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coag^alam was firm, and of a deep red coloar. Pulae 
108 to 120. Per aliqnot dies urgebat diarrlusa, hodtt 
cessabat. ... 

May 17th.— The Ueeding relieved her, hot not bo 
much as on fonAer occasions. . I was Induced to bleed 
her again, and obtained about six ounces, when she 
became faint, but she was reliered,. Pulse varying from 
96 to 120, before the bleeding, and after the bleeding 
it was 112, more steady and full than before, Alvus 
nuncdnra. 

May 2lth. — Mr. Tudor bled her again yesterday, to 
the amount of about seven ounces ; the blood was cnp«> 
ped slightly, but not fayiflfy. The convulsive twitching 
was more violent as weU as the oppression of the breath- 
ing) Her brother died Jn the course of last night. Pulse, 
from 120 to 136, and variable. Mr. Peacocic, of the army, 
accompanied me. She was afflicted iitill with the oppres- 
sion of J and catching in, breathing; her legs were rather lesfl^ 
swelled. Mr. P. served in Egypt, and was conversant 
in diseases of the eyes, and the effects resulting firoui 
them. He observed she had the characteri3tic marks of 
blindness. Alvus obstipatur, 

June 5th. — Mr. Thomas bled her on the 30th ult, and 
Mr. Tudor on the 2nd of June, to the apiount of cieven 
ounces each time, without material .relief. The blood 
was slightly cupped, but not buffy. Pulse 120. 

June 7tb.-^Cqntinues much the.saip®*^ Mr. P^ei^cock 
agaia accompanied me. Pulse from 108 to 120. Tha 
respiration was at the rate of 1^0 in the minate, or tep in 
five seconds, as it could not be . exactly calculated, 
during a whole minute, when the catching took place in 
the breathing. 
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June 12th. — She contintied mnch the same for several 
days. ComplftiDed of occasional shiverings^ The cateh- 
ine: in the breathing:, and the convulsive motion of the 
diaphragm Were more troublesome, and she seemed io 
suffer « good deal of pain. The pain in the head and in 
the sockets of the eyes continue. Pulse 120. It became 
as frequent as 144 during: my visit. Mr. Davidson, Sur- 
geon, who was formerly a pupil of Mr. G. Bell, of Edin- 
burgh, accompanied me. He examined the ey^, and 
agreed with me in the opinion of her blindness. Mrs. 
Hughes being very ill, I went up stairs to visit her, and 
Mr. Davidson informed me he made wry faces at her but 
she took no notice whatever, nor did her countenance 
express any knowledge of whAt he had been doing. 

* June 18th.— I found her ritill worse to-day« I took 
seven ounces of blood in a very quick stream, from the 
rig;lit arm, when she became insensible for a few minutes, 
but the pulse continued to* beat. She complained of 
being faint, but she felt herself better with respect to the 
other symptoms. The pulse was 120, and irregular 
before, but, after the bleeding, it fell to 100, and became 
soft and regular. The blood was not huffy, and only 
slightly cupped. 

June 14th. — The bleeding relieved her, but not so 
much. Pulse 120. She again takes coffee and a little 
cream, but in a very small quantity. Alvns 9bstipata 
fuit per aliquot dies. 

June 15th. — She appears very unwell, and from the feel- 
ing of fluctuation in the tumour, she thinks it will 
break. From her general appearance I should be afraid 
of a return of convulsion. Her pulse varies from 108 
to 120; The attempt to protrude the ton^e produced 
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a more violent i^Sect than aaaal« mA the pai^ was io 
great that it caused her to shed taara. 

My friend and school-fellow, Mr. Thomaa Crwray, 
was walking near Mr. Hnghes-s bonae, at the moment I 
was entering it. I asked him if hie wi^^d to see Mias 
M^Avoy. Ah ! n»id he, wer^ you not tak^n in in that 
business^ I answered in the negative^ and I said yon shall 
form your Qwn judgment upon the ease. Mr. Cree?ey 
saw bar, and I shall leav^ him to give Ua own opinion 
to any of his friends who have not seen her. He had 
no idea from the accounts he had heard she was ia ao 
distressing a state of health. 

June 18th. — Mr. Lampett, a medical gentleman, retired 
from the profession, accompanied n^e to-day. Sbe con- 
tinued much the same as l)efore. Takes only a very lit- 
tle coffee and milk. Pulse 120. Alvus obstipata. 
Repr.PiLCstIk 

June SiSnd.-^'Complains of pain and fulness in the right 
side. Pulse 408. Alvus dejicitur. 

Cap* PiL Hydr. 4ium qiMque iMct^ 

June 27. — ;Is much worse ; comfJains of acute pain in 
the left side, and also in the right hypochondrium, ex* 
tending to the right breast, which 13 increased upon rais- 
ing her right hapd to the head. The suspension of breath- 
ing now and then, comes en in the day, but very often 
in the night. Pulse from 120 to 140; variablein strength* 
Alvus dejecta^ 

June 80tb.—Tb^ suspension of breathing came on three 
times during the latter part of my vii^U A feather applied 
to the mouth was not acted npoo by the breath, and a 
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looking -glass applied to the month, recehred no stain. As 
it went off the convulsive motion seemed more severe. 
Dr. Derrick, of Philadelphia, accompanied me. Mr. 
Lampett arrived afterwards. They both appeared satiis- 
fied of her blindness, and the former gentleman declared 
there was the most marked character of it in her appear- 
ance. Pnlse 96 to 120. Alvns soluta. 

Jnly Ist. — ^The suspension of breathing comes on every 
three or four minutes. The duration from 15 to 35 se*> 
conds. Mr. M^ Donald, surgeon of Liverpool, accompa^ 
panled me. 

Jnly 8rd. — Is much the same, but complains of the pain 
through her side and breast, being more violent. Has 
eaten a few new potatoes and strawberries. Pulse 120. 

July 9th. — Mr. G. Bell, of Edinburgh, accompanied 
me. The suspension of breathing occurs very frequently. 
A solution of Extract of Strammonium w^ applied three 
times to the eye-lids and round the eye, but it did not 
produce any effect. There was a tremulous motion in 
the eye-lids, occasionally, even during the suspension of 
breathing, but when the eye-lid was raised and allowed 
to £Bdl again, it fell as if it were dead. The eyeball ap- 
peared fixed at other times. The left side was examined 
and appeared to point much more in one place than 1 had 
obsen^d it to do before. During the suspension of 
breathing, Mr. Bell proposed to feel the side, but her 
mother would not consent to it; and all my persuasions 
could not prevail upon her to permit it to be done. — 
She even shed tears upon the occasion, and charged me 
with having done it before, when it produced convul- 
aions, but I told her it would mqst probably not give her 
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f§dn, if djope doriog tbe suqpensioQ of breathiDf^. i< 
preyed her opior^ strongly apoQ the rofuaal, and told 
her U might oreate suflpicion in Mr. Bell of imposltioDy • 
if she did not allow Jt to be done ; bat her answer was^ 
the world had spoken as ill of her daoghter aa U was . 
possible, and she did not regard its opinion oa this poinL 
She wsi^ ffitisfied of her blindness. If she died, hei^ 
dspghter, as weU fis jierself, wisj^d l^r bo4j to be exa<- ^ 
aminedy and then the opinion of those who examined her . 
might prove if she were t>tind or not, and what waa tbe 
natare of the disease in the side. She declared ber 
daoghtejr. should not be abused as when the needle waa . 
inserted into the toe. I was obliged to be silent. Mr. 
fiell would of course, make his own comments i^Kinthis * 
refusal. It did not appear to me that his opinion at this 
time was so decidedly agahaat iier as opon Us tofvamf 
visit. Pulse from 108 to l^p. 

August Ist. — There was little or no alteration in tbe 
symptoms until thi|s morning. The convnlsi^e caioking 
of this diaphragm^ ihe oppression in the ohest, and tm* 
qpeni suspension in the breathings with eonstaot and ae- 
severe head«acfae, coatinne in mHoh tbe same manner aa 
upon the last report. Tbe pnlse waa seldom less than 
1Q3, and, did scarcely evs^r eisceed 130 pnlsations in a 
mjuote^ unless from i^ny snddep noise or alarm, or from 
the examination of the side^ whi/ph* from the fetigne and "- 
agitation it occasioned in undressing, generally increas- 
ed its velocity. She took very little food, and was 
obliged to be watched clo^eily» lest it might chnke her if ' 
she attempted to swallow it a moment pre^ons to the 
suspension coming on. She tried «gain a cop of coffen 
andvcxeam, twice a day, which now agreed with her, and - 
was he^r chief support, bnt it was obliged to be gsvesi > 
^rith great caution. When she took more aolid food i| 
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WM febemlly throwD off th^ stomftch, in a few days, ia 
an undigested state. This morning, at half-past t^ 
o^olock, a m. she was seized withi eon pulsions, I fotiiid 
her "ahrotrt tw6 o'clock i» this state. They cotitiilned' 
for t^b W three mintites, andl wer^ alternated with the 
sospewlon of breathing. The right leg and hand wer^ 
strotgly cont^act^d daring the convuLsioHj but reMx^ed 
upbn the i^iSpension occurring. Has lost the power of 
speech. 

• 
August fend: — Mr. Bowling, Surgeon, of Bolton, and 
Mr. Bedford, of Liverpool, accompanied me. She Wi» 
sensible this nforMng, for a little while, but could not 
articulate; 

August^Srd.^— HeH,cum doloremuiio, librsduie urifiaet' 
limpida>, eodem tempore, redditsft fuerunt. Per ali<jtiot' 
4ies anted alvus astricta, et urina non reddita fuit 

Soon after she was seized with a severe convulsioa ' 
find spasm, throwing her hands about with vfolencb, aiid ' 
it required all heir mother's strength to hold them so as td 
prevvnt them from doing injury to herself. She after- 
waKds became more s^n^ible, and was evidently relieved. 
She was able to put ier left hand to her neck, which, 
for a long time befbre she had not done, fVom the pai^ 
and fulness undter the clavicle. ^ 

August 4th.-^Prlmia luce urinam reddidit pure com- ' 
mixtam. She has alsb recovered her speech, and the ' 
contraction of the legs and arms as well as the twitch- ' 
ings, are removed. Her face is rather more emaciated. 
She cannot protrude the tongue without bringing on th^ * 
f^onvnlsire affection, Pulse 120. 
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August 7th.— She can bear moderate pressore bii the 
leftside, and she says she is better now than at any period 
for a very long' time. Pulse 108. Die augusti quiuto et 
9exto urina jpure commixta reddita fiiit liberie. 

August IStB. — Mr. Bedford accompanied me. She 
sec^ns much better. Pulse 96. Can protrude the tongue 
a little beyond the teeth, but the effort produced a slight « 
spasm. The eyes were examined, and Mr. B. agreed 
with me, they had a morbid appearance, and the charac- 
ter of blindness. Upon Miss M'Avoy being asked if 
she could bear any thing to be applied to the eye-balls, 
she said she could bear her finger to pass orer them ; 
and once when the eyelashes were turned under the 
ieye-lid, they did not give her any particular pain, but 
what was produced from the soreness, of the eyelids* 
Mr. Bedford proposed to apply a blunt-pointed probe 
oh the cornea, which was done in both eyes, and he 
pressed it upon eacb^ but she expressed no pain, but 
what arose from the soreness of the eyelids* Al vus soluta^ 

August 17th.-^be continues better. Dr. Jardlne ac- 
companied me. The experiment with the probe was 
again made. A slight sensation appeared when the 
probe was placed on the pupil, but she complained of no 
pain in the ball of the eye, but of much pain in the eye- 
lids when they were touched. Dr. Jardine drew it back* 
wards and forwards across each eye, and in the firsl 
trial he depressed the cornea befpre he was aware 
he had touched it. ' No tears were discharged, nor 
did there appear any sign of the slightest inflamma- 
tion in the eyeball. The side and the breast were opened. 
The pointed part of the tumour had disappeared, anfl 
she could bear moderate pressure upon it, which has not 
k^en the case for many months. The swelling which was 
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^j^pervaUe about th^ ujpftfr part of the breast, end under 
t)>o claviclei was to mueh dimioiabed, aa to tmble her te 
ero«p the leftaroi oTfr tbe breaat« as I hare before said* 

Augnst 18tb. — Mr. Davidson accompanied me to-day, 
and not having aprobe we made uae of ihe top paii of 
ibe scales of a lancet; the left ey^d was more lAflamed 
^ thaq tbe day before, and wb^lber it was toached with the 
)ap<?^t or not I ooold ootsay, but she complaiopd of pain 
and soreness in tbe eyelid, bat not in the ball of the eye. 
A tear or two passed over the eyelid, but she bore tbe pass- 
ing to and fro of the top of the lancet, across the papS, 
and tbe cornea. I passed ihe leaf of a Siberian erab^ 
apple, cut to a points oyer the pupil and coruea, witboot 
predjuciog the least motion in the eye-balls. 

We had provided ourselves with some coloured fluids, 
but although she named the colour of two of them, she 
did not do it with that readiness which characterized her 
former efforts. She was uncovered. # 

August 21st, — I found her very poorly in consequence 
of a cold eaught by sittiog in the garden. She faadtilso 
m alight retnrn of the oppression aad eatcbiBg in the 
iirealhkig, aad of tbe oMvelaive motienof the diaphragm. 
8ke was advised to take a hm drops of Ipecaohvana wine 
three times a day, and the cough being harsh and dry, I 
leeommeeded her to lose seme blood. False 180, and 
rather foil. 

August 23rd.— Mr. Tudor, yesterday morning, took 
about «even ounces of blood, when the suspension of 
breathing came on. The blood was slightly cupped but 
notbuffy. She was relieved at the time of bleeding but 
the other symptoms returned with considerable violence ; 
the cough still remained dry and harsh, and caused consi- 
derable pain in the breast ; I took from her about eight 
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mnces of htooA in a ftiH streikm, when the br^1!kiQ|^ 
was suspended, and I allowed it to ran into the basin for 
a little longer time. Sbe was faint for some time after- 
wards ; the palise varied from 120 to ISS, and beoame 
more feebl'e. She expressed herself as being much 
better, although considerably exhansted. AIvus soluta 
et urina modic^ reddtta. 

Hepr. V. S. si alt occaskw 

A(ig«BtS0tb. — She w«0««Mh better «Mamoipdlllg',Ikiv« 
inglostragaki about five onnees of blood. The cough 
was relieiped s littte, hoi ahe alHt eonplaifieidi of pain in- 
the breast. Pulse fram 108 to ISO, aod oflee H wrta J99, 
aad feeble with efanmiy faaiMla. 

Appr. Emp. Ljttae sterno. 

A^gii^ 264b<~r{>JM- seemed very peonty io-isuy^ Falser 
varying from 144 to 132. Skin moM m4 elnifti^y;. UhmIr. 
cold ; complains of shiverlngs, of a coldness down the 
backi and ol vioileni pfiin ahKMUt Itie leiiiK 'tb^^ paiur in 
the bead is, inueh increased, afiki tbefe ia stiUisoceoeis i« 
the chest, and cough, but the blister gave her some relief 
and discharges freely. Alvi habuit dejectionem ; et urina 
libera reddidit. Huniori^ effusji^ larga e utero, coloris 
subfosci etsanguinei civeislt bodi^ hM4ar mensium fluxns 
morbidaram. PiDst heras quthque cessabat. 

AogiMt Sl7thpr^I wa»aiecon»p«iue4 to-day by Mt. WI^ 
uald, liause*apa^caRry ^f the S^diacburghf' Ii^bnaimf^^ 
aB4 Mm ami Mr. Nfvn. Sbe waa miieh bettor than^ jm^ 
terday ;. the cough i^iU eoi^uof baiab» and sba eoMh 
pbam ol the pai» i&t|H^ hvcffiat^ Mk* fift^IXmaWlr ntnaMgr 
ftiafldin^ the ejes ; he< ^lAnerved ilm iTNigiilMMgr o€ tte 
mpU of tbe^lefteye.; iM»d ^ cnnililictifHK aoA dUataitiaia 
in both eyes, upon the presentation of a lighted candlew 



He applied a fiimilarJeaf to tbe 09e I uaed, the other day» 
to the pupil ot the eye, without producing any motion in 
the ball of the eye, or any apparent sensibility. The Pulse 
was frequent, but tolerably firmand full. Mr. Nairn took 
fifom the arm about six ounces of blood, which, upon 
sj^anding, had a slig:ht bufif upon it, and was a good deal 
cupped. The suspension of breathing came on daring 
the bleeding. The fillet was loosened, but a!s the pulse 
remained firm, the blood was allowed to flow for some 
time longer ; after tbe suspension went off,^ she re- 
mained incapable of exertion. Tbe arm was. . tied 
up. The pulse occasionally fiiltered; her hands, were 
cold and clammy; drops of perspiration, stood. open 
the upper lip ; and she remained in that state, of half- 
syncope, which I have observed before After walkiue: 
in the garden we returned, and she still lay in this state 
with her head upon the pillow, although she faintly an* 
swered a question or two I put to her. 

August 29th. — She is better, but tbe cough is very troa^- 
Uesome. Alvus min^ liquatur. Urina parca redditar. 

JR Muc. G. acacie, J vii, 
Syr. Tolutan. S ss. 
Tinct. opH. gtts. Ixxx. 
Vin. AntmuMi. 5 ii M. 
Capt. Cocb. ii. c^uarta^quaque hora si urgeat toaait. 

August SIst. — The cough is still troublesome, bat 
rather more loose than before ; complains of the mii^tare 
confusing her head, and of sounds affecting her very 
much- Complained before of the effect of sounds, bat 
tile mixture seemed to produce the confusion. . Had 
taken paregoric elixir of the former dispensatories,whieh 
agreed better with her she thought than the sudorific 
anodyne mixture. Diarrhoa per aliquot dies argebat 

TOldd. 
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September Bnd. — The cough is not much relieved^ 
Poke 144 to 160. Appl. £mp. Lyttse. sterno. 

September 4th. — Continues much the same, but the 
cough is rather better. • The blister was not applied. Tha 
catching in the breathing, and the convulsire motion of 
the diaphragm came on occasionally. Pulse I564 Tamen' 
arget diarrhoea tenesmo concomitata* 

Bepr. PfL Hydr. tubmur* cam jalap, o. «• 

September 6tb. — t*ound her rather better, but the 
cough is still troublesome. Pulse from 120 to 156. The 
skin moist, clammy, and cold She has left off both the 
epiate mistnre, and the paregoric, as they made hti* 
very uncomfortable for some time after taking them. 
Has not taken the pills. Diarrhoea cum tenesmo manet' 
Appllcetur sterno £mplastmm opiatum^ 

September 14th. — Is affected with catching and oppres* 
8ioQ in the breathing, and couTulsive motion of the 
diaphragm. The cough still continues with a considerable 
deg^ree of harshness. Pulse 144. IL bled her to the 
amount of six ounces, with considerable relief; but she 
^88 insensible a short time after the bleeding, and lay in 
^quiesoent state for some time after I left her. 

September 16th.-— -In examining the blood, the green 
pigment was again observable in the first cup, but not in 
the second. The blood wa^ cupped, and slightly bufl^ 
in the first, and cupped only in the second cjap. Pulse 
144. Repr. V. S. 

Sej^ember 20th. — The blood taken on the 1 6th, was 
^Ughtly enpped ; the serum of a turbi4 whey colour ; 
cough troublesome and hfrsh ; poise varyipg ftom 120 
to 144* Alvus nimls libera* 
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S^famber 83r4.— Th# ^mgk and qnleUns im the 
breathing were Bdora trooUeioipet with n Uveiiiftttiig^ 
pain in the right side. Mr. Tudor took about six ounces 
qf. blood ftom tlifi mm y«itor4^r> «hi«k veUweA ter 
^Qiy mnol^ SJIm» oofl»pl«ioed before ikUPi mmSwrnm in 
^ b9«4, and sbo Qonld vat reoeUecil wbaA l^d pntiMil.. 
4q9 M^aa niu9^ afiG^^tad list, Sh^^^ouU mAmm or 
net for a considerate tjPi<|.,tOBiMU¥ygi 44tW n^Wi 
libera. Pulse 14>^. 

pcfolier 9tti.,t-4i4R^tM)Ra|t riH^tslNi ka^ bRM oftwb 
iMt^r. ^n qirtf bJMrn» <bmi bi:eMWi« loMloiii eomee Wf 
03(Qefi die i^teaii^tft to frotwd^ tbe tooeiie. Afir. Jokii 
QUidstiMi^ Co|>t. Qmio«. of ibe^myy^ and Ot. Vwmo^ 
o^ QifiiSfffrnt^ n^ me at Mre* Ha^bee'a. Drw Nimmo, 
stated^ bovmJy^ to book Q^.thft ral^ o£ 199 poiialiMo ia 
the minute. 

Qot^iOi i6ihs'--Mi» M':4^vo9!» ^thia tbki dagr « two, 
iMA MU iMMWoif lOiiobt vo^BCk Tb^ t«fl»ottr aypoiire to 
jftWt¥Wi m^ 9i»^ and ^ fmu^ os |Nre«i«M!^ is mose cosr 
qUtori^l^ Pugiie^Outl^O^ioeiderat^jjEMl. "Blie evtch^ 
iiif^iil tl|& bieetbftlie qo»mo oa i»ow iwmJL than, and: obo 
^Il4iir% i^ftem^ <• spirit^i. Tho pain in tko bei4. mA 
in the socket ef tbe: e>e» ie ¥01$ ooMidaraUot^ Sko 
has complained for a long time, of a nujrnbness on the 
Vi w ^t pent ctf.tbe«teil^«abbMtvaftd neW' tho taMw^er- 
bit o€ tbe< eyo S^. Hq)im9> of CaMda» who M^ ««•. 
4of4ad im/SdMibitagW aoaompaoied) no » my wailv 

November 9tb.— She says that her teotb.aro dacaying 
and pieces come away without any apparent cause. 
WiAbin, tbeoo fe^w doya ^o haa> MmpfauMift im»0' oiF^ the 
^sMmg rnUrn bieaAhing> andtlw eoni^idaivf'aiotiai^ oJ 
tlio 4iopbi!iiiP^ wMh g^ooni liwDoaii oC aimdlraaA 
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want of exertioA. She hm Uttle inoliaatteB l» etkfloj 
herself id sewis^^ or makiog ornaaMiita^ Pulae no« 
Diet quinti novembris vespere soperveniebant menses 
eolork MbAisei ; mane M<iQente disp«rQ«bMC. iUvus 
libera, orina modioe redditar. 

November 22.-~<:edplaio6 of pain all er^r her, of 
jDore violent pain in the back and forepart of th# head^ 
aod in the sockets oV the eyes. The tomovr in tlie aidf 
increases, and that in the region of the os sacrnm eott» 
tinues to flactnate. Shivering occasionally cofiOe on. 
Pcilse 108. Alvos magis astri^ta. 

November 30th.— Is very unwell. Has been afflicted 
for several days with cramp at the stomacb, which behds 
her double, alternating with increase of pain across th^ 
coronal suture^ and attended with numbness of the right 
arm. Cold perspirations frequently come on. Poise va» 
ryingfiroml32to 168. Alvus constipata. Sorbuit hydn 
sobmur. c. jalap, portionem usitatam duplam vol triplum^ 
son alvnm solntam sed nauseam et vomitom, indncentis * 
▼ice cujos snbstitnit mater sua infiis. senn» more solito. 

BfMmlmr 4th.— Dr. Meyl^, and Mh M'Dofialdf, 
tasistMitflitfgMB of the Dfapenmry, aeconpanivd me ili 
my tiait to Miss M'AvojT* W^ found her very poorly. 
The lansow whs Examined ia the side. It was pefc^tibfy 
elevated, and so acutely sensible to the touch, that the 
falling of the clothes^upMt it made her iftirink. She at- 
tempted to protrede the tongue, and the catching in the 
breathing and convulsive motion of the diaphragm came 
on but she protruded it fairly over the teeth. The 
Pulse varied from 132 to 144, during our visit. The 
spasms of the stomaeh continue, but are more prevalent 
in the night* time. Warair water or weak tea afforrda h^r 



relief. The beat of .the month by the thermometer was 
110, in the hands 98, and in the room 75 degrees. 

December 10th. — Is much the same. False from 120 
to 182. Aivus modic^ levatur. 

December 18th. — ^^Complains of the catching in the 
breathing, of springing or pricking pains throagh the 
part where the issue had been made. The cramp at the 
stomach is more violent, and continues for a longer time. 
The discharge from the left leg, where it was scarified, 
continues. Pulse from 182 to 144. Alvus obstipata. 
Bepr. Pil. Hyd. Submur. c. Jalap. 

December I5th — Is rather worse. Pulse varying from 
136 to 160 Mrs. Hughes being seized with a violent 
cold, was for two days confined to her bed, and her 
daughter's cottiplaints might have been increased by her 
uneasiness respecting her mother, who was in consider* 
able danger this morning. Alvus tamen astricta. 

Repr. Pil. Hyd. submur. c Jalapl u. a. 

December 17th.— Continues still very poorly. The 
Pills again disagreed with her. The oppreasioB and 
catching in the breathing are worse, with violent pain 
in the head. The i^ramp at the stomach frequently as* 
sails her, partiealarly in the night. Pulse from 192 to 
134. 

]^ Pil. Coloeynth. Cmnp. 3 L 

Hydr. Submur. 3 ss. M. et divide in Ffl. i|Z. 
Capt. iii. Docte xnaneque pro re nata ad alvum sd* 
vendam. Sitam^i urgeant symptomata supradicta, fiat V.S et Detr. Sanguin. 
f.?i.adS viiU 

December 20th.— Continues very poorly. She lost 
six ounces of blood, and it was cupped but not buffy. 
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Pulse varying from 132 to 160. Alms obstipatur. Vtium 
fiaxus per aliqnot dies rappressus fuit. 

Repr. Inftu. Senna, a. «. 
Rcpr.y. S.statim. 

Dr. Meyler accompanied Mr. Tliomas and me ; and 
remained wkile she was under the" operation of bleeding. 
Tiie suspension of breathing oame on, but the blood was 
allowed to flow until we had obtained about six ounces, 
when the pulse fell, and the arm was tied up. 

December 21st. — The same gentleman )fiigain accom*- 
panied me. She still continued very ill. The bleeding 
was repeated, and we left her under symptoms of very 
considerable debility. Pulse from 120 to 144. 

December 22nd. — The last bleeding veryHnuch reliev- 
ed her. The pulse was moderately firm, and vaiQ[ed 
from 120 to 132* Complains still of twisting about the 
region of the heart, as if a cord were tied round it, and 
occasionally drawn very tight. Supprimuntur alvus et 
nrina. Utatnr aquae fervidae vapore, partibns vicinis, 
more solito, applicando. Si urgeat cordis constrietio, fiat 
venae sectio et detrahantur sanguinis, S viii. ad J x. 
Repr. infus. sennae n. a. 

December 23rd.— She was much worse than yester- 
day. Had passed the night with Tiolent pain and 
oppression about the region of the hearty with freqfuent 
suspension of breathing. Pulse 160. Urina et alvtrs 
pared solvuntur. Fiat statim V. S. About ten ounces 
were taken away with a full stream. The suspension of 
breathing came on very frequently, and continued from 
30 to 40 seconds each time. The pulse fell to 144. The 
oppression and catching in the breathing were very trott- 

" M 
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blMome before the bleedings bat appeared considerably 
relieved after it had takeo place. 

December 24lh. — Mr. Thomas's assistant, Mr. Tudor^ 
bled Miss M*Avoy this morning, and she Was ag^ain re- 
lieved by the bleeding ; but the oppression and catl>hiBg 
in the breathing continue troubiesome. The blood wa^ 
capped, but not bufiPy. The suspension of breath- 
ing came on, and he did not obtain more than five 
Ounces. Thepulae was 144, but after the bleeding it 
fell to 108. Two hours after the pulse varied from 120 
to 132. Aivast>b8tlpata. Stiilatim mingil.* 

t)ecember 85th.-^Is extremely low, but the oppression 
lihd catching in the breathing are better. She feels inca- 
pable of any exertion. Complains of a whirling sensa- 
tioh in the lieatd, which takies away for the thtm all 
yecollection .; gets no sleep at night that she is award 
of. The suspension of breathing comes on occaMonally 
in the day, but more frequently in the night. Takes no 
food but a little coffee and cream. The pulse 130, soft 
and easily compressible. Alvus constipatur. Urina gatjta- 
tiiiii elicitur calida. 

R«^. FiL Cathartic v. « 

January 7lli, l8S0.~Since the lasl report she has been 
v^ry poorly ; fcas taken more food, but it was rejected 
With considerable violence; -and what had been taken 
k>me d&ys before, was thrown up in an undigested state. 
Is more troubled with the catching 'and oppression in tlie 
breathing. Is extremely uneasy at night, with horrid 
iM^nsations^, as if she were in the midst of wild beasts, or 
falling down precipices. Complains mueh tff the pain 
in'the head, across the temples, at the back of the head, 
and in the sockets of the eyes. Pulse 144, soft and 
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dompres8ibIe. Alras interdiim nini\s libera, etalterete 
vicibus scppe obstipa^ta fuit. Urina Uberias redditar. 

January 12th, — Complains of a pain in her side, and 
is troubled with a dry, hollow cough. Mr. Tudor took 
eight ounces of blood from the arm this morning. At 
two p. m. she was better, but still suffered pain in makr 
ing a full inspiration. Pqise )44. AItus modic^ solri- 
tur. Urina cum dolore, sed libera, redditur. 

l^epr. V. S. et detr. sang. q«ant; idonet. 

January I3th. — Ten ounces of blood were taken away 

yesterday afternoon, which was cupped and buffy ; the 

serum of a muddy whey colour. The suspension of 

breathing came on, but Mr. Tudo^r still allowed the 

blood to flow until she fainted. For a few hours she was 

relieved, but to day is not materially better. ^ Pulse 136. 

Aivu^s dejicitur. 

RcOT. V. s. 

January 14th. — Six ounces of blood were only 
obtained, which produced no. material alteration, yet 
she was on the point of fainting. The blood was cupped 
and the sevum muddy. Pulse 144, sharp and full. 

. Bepr. y. S. et detr. iang. S viii. o^ S si^ 

Jan. Igth— Six opnces of blood were tal^en away. 
It was cupped and hu^j in each cup. When I. visited her^ 
she was extremely ill, and her voice could only be beard 
as the faintest whisper. Found no relief from this bleed- 
ing, and appeared much exhausted. Pulse 160. I wished 
her to apply a blister to the side, but she objected to it 
as she could not bear the least pressure near the tumour. 
It was applied to the breast. She objected alsa to leeches, 
lest they shpu}d again bring on the convulsions or faints' 
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ing. Mrs. Hughes observed 4Blie was so itl at times in the 
night, with the acute pain produced by the twisting about 
the region of the heart, that she thought her daughter 
<joQld not survive the night. Her own feelings have been 
so oppressive as to induce her to believe she, cannot for 
miy long period bear up against them, and she is very 
much dispirited. 

Jan. 16th.— Does not think herself better; but it 
appears, to me sh6 is not so ill as yesterday. The catch- 
ing in the breathing is certainly not so frequent ; and 
the violence of the pain about the region of (he heart is 
rather diminished, The blister rose a little. Pulse 144. 
Softer and compressible. Alvus comprimitur. 

January 18th.— There was little alteration in her com* 
plaints, until the last night, when the pain about the 
region of the heart, the cough and difficult breathing 
increased so much as to make it necessary to bleed her. 
She lost fourteen ounces of blood. The suspension of 
breathing came on four times during the bleeding; and 
when I visited her about an hour after, it occurred every 
three or four minutes. The blood was in the slightest 
degree cupped, and without buff. TJie more violent 
symptoms of cough were relieved. The pulse when I 
first felt it was 144, but it very soon after fell to 120 pul- 
sations in the minute. Alvus obstipatur. Repr. infus* 
sennae, u. aw 

January 20th.— Is much better, but complains still of 
the pain and twisting about the region of the heart. She 
speaks of a chilly, creeping sensation over the heart, 
and of a symptom, as if a cold ring Were placed upon 
the point of it, and preoeding a disposition to fainting. 
Pulse 132. Infusum sen: sursumet deprsum^ opusperegit. 
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January 22ii<l. — The oppressiye symptoms have recur- 
red. The polsQ irregular and receding. When it can 
be counted it Varies from 142 to 144. 

Cajp. via. Ipee. gttt. xi. tcr de 4fieexaqu« pauxillo. 

January 23rd. — ^The suspension of breathing came on 
frequently in the day-time, and very often in the night. 
False 176, irregular in fulness and in strength. The 
vomiting occasioned by the infusion of senna agitated 
her very much, swelled and distorted the muscles of the 
face and neck, so a& to cause an increase of pain in the 
h4ad to so great a degree that she was afraid to take the 
Ipecachuana wine, lest it might bring on the^ sickness 
again. Takes very little food of any kind, but has a 
fancy for that which is tasty. Attempted to take a 
mouthful of beef or of mutton occasionally, which pro- 
duced nausea and sometimes vomiting ; yet she took with 
impunity a very small portion of roasted pork, and a 
teaspoonful or two of potatoes mashed up with the 
gpravy, whilst the gravy of either of the other meats dia- 
ag^reed with her stomach. 

. January 24th. — Is still worse. The pulse 160. Mr. 
Tudor took twelve ounces of blood away, which was 
eupped but not huffy. 

Bepr. V. S. 81 sitoccasio. 

January 25th.— Mr. Tudor attempted to bleed Miss 
M^Avoy this morning, but did not succeed. She had 
been bled so often that the cicatrices were numerous and 
^ard, so that although the blood spurted oat as soon as 
the lancet entered, yet no more blood followed, and he 
i^as obliged to give it up. At three o'clock, p. m. I 
found her so very ill that I Was induced to tie up the 
jLcm and make another attempt The only point of the 
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Medio. Basilic Veio, ths^t I coi^ld feel distiDctfy, was abore 
the cicatrices. 1 m^de a large incision fairly into the 
veiDy but only a spurt of blQod followed^ as if the veUi 
below were closed up by the thickening of its coats, — 
I succeeded at last by making a large opening into the 
vein o( the left arm, and the blood rushed out with vio- 
lence into my breast apd Cs^ce. Almost immediately the 
bienthiiig, as I thought, beoame s^speode^x f^nd I placed 
my thumb upQp theQrlfipe, Upou pressing the wrist I 
felt n9 pulsatk)n. Upon her recovery^ which took place 
in about a quarter of a minute, I took my thumb from 
the orifice, and it rushed out with great violence, when 
•he again fainted. Aft^r this recovery, a third attempt 
was made, ^nd i^yocope foHo.wed. Upon her recovery 
the carotid arteries beat with uqusoal violence i the lips 
became pallid ; under the eyes and round the mouth, the 
skin appeared of a pale blue colour ; the hands were 
oold and clammy, so that I felt myself bound to desist 
from allowing the blood to flow again. The pulse which 
had been so frequent as 160 pulsation? in the minute, 
fell to IS2< The violent pulsation of the carotid arterif ai 
abated ; yet, although she appeared languid, it was evi- 
dent to me, as well ^s td herself, that the small quantity 
of blood, which hardly fixceeded two ounces, by having 
been taken f^w^y so suddenly, had prpduccfd the full 
effect of a larger blei^ding, 

January 26th,-rContinues very, feeble, but the more 
violent symptoms are rather better. The pulse varies 
from 144 to 160 pulsations in the minute, and is irregular 
in fulness. Alvus astricta fuit per ajiquot dies. Urina 
libera redditur. 

January 27th. — Appears upon the whole better. Pidse 
from 144 to 180, soft and easily compressible. The legs 
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are more aoasarcotis, and the general appearance of tlM 
faoe and body is leuoophlegmatic. Alms nimb deji* 
eitun 

January ^Ih. — Is v6ry low, but in other respects bet- 
ter. Complains of pain and lightness in the head, of sick- 
ness at the stomach, but has not rejected the cup of cof- 
fee and cream she took at breakfast. Pulse 144 to 160. 
Diarrhoea tamen urget. 

February 7th.— Continues much the same. Pulse 
160, 

February 9th . — Is rather worse. The swelling in both 
legs, particularly the right, disappeared rather suddenly, 
oa Monday, and the abdomen is more tumid. Pulse from 
120 to 144, and feeble. Takes yery little food. Cutis 
mollis. Diarrhoea tamen manet. 

February 12ih. — Has taken cold. The catching in the 
breathing, the twisting about the region of the heart, and 
the cough are increased. Her mother attributes the cold 
Miss M'Avoy has caught, to her baring fainted, and imv- 
ing been exposed to the cold air, during the operation 
of changing her linen. It seems she is in the habit of 
doing this at pight, and it is a very tedious business iin*> 
der the circumstances in which she is placed. The 
palse is fuller, and more firm, from 120 to 144. Diarrhoea 
urget 

Sepr. v. S. et detr. cang. quant, idontte . 

February 13th. — ^Twelve ounces were taken away, the 
blood was cupped and buffy> exhibiting the green pig- 
xnent at the bottom of each cop. The symptoms were 
relieved after the bleeding, but returned t^-day with con- 
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dderable violence. Complains of tightness, and of a sense 
of weight across the chest. Poise tolerably full, varying 
from 120 to 144 pulsations in a minute. 

Repr. V. S. u. a» 

February 14th. — Fully fourteen ounces of blood were 
obtained, which was slightly huffy and cupped. The se- 
rum was in a much greater proportion to the crassamen- 
tum, and was of a muddy whey-like appearance. She 
was relieved by the bleeding, but the violent symptoms 
again came on, and the cough was very severe and dis- 
tressing. Pulse 144. Mr. Parr, a respectable practitio- 
ner in Liverpool accompanied me in my visit. 

February 15th. — Is rather better, but complains of 
thirst and nausea, for which she has taken a pretty strong 
lemonade, with temporary benefit. Complains of consi- 
derable pain under the left clavicle, and of a sharp pain 
striking through the tumour in the left side. 

|lepr. V. S. u. 8. 

February 16th. — ^I do not think her worse, bat she 
aeems to yield more to her sufferings than usuitl. Mr. 
Tud;0r attempted to bleed her this morning, but did not 
snooeed in nbtaining any blood of moment. Mr. Thomas, 
who accompanied me, also opened twd veins without 
effect. We observed her skin to be clammy and her 
hands cold. He informs me when that was the case, 
during the former attack, he seldom got any sulBBcient 
quantity of blood ; and he was not singular in this re- 
spect, as other gentlemen, who attempted to bleed her, 
sometimes were foiled in a similar manner. PoLse from 
144 to 168, irregular and slightly intermitting. Diarr- 
hoea tamen arget. 
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February 17th, — CoBtioMs very low. Cough leu 
harsh, and the other symptoms appear more moderate. 
Pulse 144, soft ai^d compressible. Alvus non tamAu li« 
berg solvitur. 

February 19th.— Is rather better. Pulse 180. 

February 20th.— Continues jb43tter« but the suspension 
of breathing comes on occaFionaliy during th6 night. 
Pulse 136, soft and compressible. 

February 21sti-^Is still better. Was edgaged in mak* 
iDga purse^ which she had not been able to do for a con- 
siderable time. Pulse 120. Alvus astricta. 

February 23d.— Goes on improving; Pillse 120. Mr. 
Bradley, Surgeon of this town, having expressed a wish 
to see Miss M'Avoy, accompanied me to-day. Mr. Brad- 
ley was a pupil of the Manchester tnfirmary, and had 
the opportunity of seeing the practice of the late Mr.. 
Gibson, in diseases of the eyes, and also of Mr. Simmons, 
a judicious and experienced Surgeon ^f that town. He 
expressed himself as having no doubt 4>f her blindness* 

Febxuary 2Sth. — Is mtlch the sant^. Dr. Canon ac^ 
companied me iii my visit Pulse 144. Alvus. tameo 
astricta. 

February 29th.^Is not m ivell. Pulse 144. Alvna 

fiisa« 

March dd.^Ceiitinaes much the same, bpt b only abl<a 
to net or sew for a short time together. 

March l^th.— Since tbiJ last report she has beta mapii 
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better , but a week ago was seized with more yiqlent pain 
at the back and in the front of the head, and throug;h the 
sockets of the eyes, with a throbbing sensation. The 
anasarcoas swelling of the legs in a great measure hfidsub- 
sided, but the left appears to contain a quantity of flaid, 
which moves from side to side, ^hen it is pressed opon. 
The back part of the leg has a deep indentation and a 
blackish slough appears on the surface. She is not aware 
of having pressed the leg agailidt any hard snbstattce. 
Mrs. Hughes applied poultices of bread and milk io tlie 
part. Pulse 130. Alvns nimis solvitur. 

March 18th.— Is rathelr bettel". The size Of the left leg 
is diminished and there is a slight discharge of fluid from 
it. The blackness has disappeared. Pulse 120, soft and 
compressible. 

March'Slst.— *? he ponlticci of bread and milk has D^en 
changed for one composed of flour, yolk ot egg, and of 
honey, which occasioned a freer discharge. ComplSiins 
of a pain and weakness ih the back, and of great soreness 
thrbngli the whole teiigth of the left thigh bone. Ap" 
pears betlei' since this discharge has been more free ; and 
has made two or three purses within the last ten days. 
Hands cold ahd clammy. I^iilsfe 120. Alvlis solvitur 
et liber? redditur nrinli. 

March 29th.— Is affected with slight convulsive mo- 
tions in the dhest add diaphragm, with occasional cofelgh. 
The left leg discharges through a spot of the size of a 
crown-piece, at the back of the leg, which resembles the 
icthyosis simpldx. Pulsel2t) to 144. Alvns Uber^ aoMtvr. 
Urina modict redditdr, sed dotii doioro; 

April 2d.— Is sometrhat better. Pulse lOd. 
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April 6th.— Complains of faiotiahness, and geqeral 
weakness. In other respects is moch the same. Ppls# 
140. 

April 9th.— The left leg is lees in si»e ; and the dise 
charge continaes. Some days ago, I requested Mi9. 
Hughes to apply a bread and milk pooltice instead of tli9 
honey, flour, and yolk of egg, which, from its eoloar, 
did not allow me to see the nature of the fluid discharged 
from the leg. The discharge was not so gr^t, Mrs* 
Hughes observed, as when the latter poultice was applied, 
but there was a sufficient quantity of fluid upon the sur- 
face of the bread and milk poultice, to give me an idef 
of its nature. It appeared of the consistence and colour 
of arraw root gruel, to which a rery small quantity of 
milk or cream had been added. Pulse 112. 

April 29th.— Has complained for some days pas^ of 
shooting pains through the chest, with very slight catch- 
ing in the breathing. Pulse from 116 to 120, mode^atf 
in fulness. Alvus tamen liquatur. 

May 2d.— Complains of throbbing, which had afi^ected 
her for some time past, in the right side. The acute pain 
in the left side cotitinues.* Pule 120. Alvus fusa com- 
pescitui*. 

May 11th.— Continues much the same. Dr. Meyler 
accompanied me. We examined the abdomen and the 
back. The fluctuation of some fluid was very percep- 
tible fn the lower part of the back, as before described, 
and an enlargement was observed in both sides. Could 

• Mr. Bagnold caUed upon me yesterday, to request pcnnisston f« his rdiu 
tive Captain Bagnold of the Marines, to se« Mii» M^Ayoy, and they hoth owt 
9om at Mr. Hvghw's house to*d^. ' 
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bear Blight pressnra on the right, but not on the left 
iide. PuUe 130 beftire» but, after the examination, 144.* 

May 19th.— CompiaiDs of the pain in the chest, bat I 
tbinlc her npon the whole better. Poise from 100 to 
108, moderate if) fulness and in strength. Moretar ' 
alvos modic^ 

Jane 1st.— -Continues much the same as at the last i 
report, except that her mouth is slightly affected by a I 
few pilis she had taken of her own accord^ which were 
composed of the sobmuriate of mercury. False from 
108 to 120. Alvus len^ astriugitar. 

Jane 13th,~^Complaii|s rather more of the shooting 
pains throagh the chest. The discharge from the left 
leg was considerable until within a day or two ; and the 
swelling, she says, on the lower part of her back, was 
diminished. Pulse 112. Alvus cietur len6. Urina 
naturalis. 

FiaU V. S. et detr. sang, e brachio quant, idooc^^ 

Jane 14th. — Mr. Thomas took away about eight ouncev 
of blood, when she became insensible. It was cupped 
hot not huffy. The green pigment was observed in hoth 
cups. The cr^issamentum was firm upon the upper part, 
but at the bottom the red pa|>tic|es were fluid, and united 
with the serum» which wA» clear and in moderate quan- 
tity, as it was poured into another basoD. The shoot- 
ing pains were relieved^ but returned again in the even- 



. * SometiiiMSfl during the day, when ahe has not been disturbed by noise of 
any kind, she wiU name asingle ookmr, or read a wordortwo with her ingen; 
and she was able a few days ago to join exactly together, two pieces of printe^ 
ttOiootwItliotttMn^iluglMi^sasBistaaee* ' 
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1^1 with alight oaiehing in ih» bfeathiilg. Palie IIS 
Alv^os fitftricta. 

Cap. Pfl. Aloas c. Jalap in. bora wmiiii. 

Jane l5tb.-*The daichiiig in the breaibing comeiB on fre« 
quenlly, bnt ill a sligbt degree. Complains of the ghoot- 
ing* pains through the chest, of pain in both sides, and 
la the head. Pnise 180. Aims compressa. 

Repr. PiL Cathart. tu a. Repr. V. S» 

June Ifitti. — Mr. Thoaiaa took away yesterday, about 
seven ounces of Uoc»d, when she became insensible. It 
was cupped, and in two of the cops the green pigment 
was very visible. The catching in the breathing and the 
pains which she felt through the chest are returned. Af- 
ter this bleeding, the puke which before had been at 18S, 
fell down to 8{). The pulse to-day is 180, soft and com* 
pressiUe. Alvns astricta. Urina modicd sed cuin dolore 
reddilur.f 

June 1 7th.— Complains of a violent stitch in the left 
side, under the breast. Pulse 160, and tolerably firm, 
Alvus len^ solvitur. Repr. V. S. 

June 18 — Complains very much of the stitch in the 
left side, and of swelling all over her. Pulse from 118 
to 180: moderately full, but occasionally interrupted in 



* Miss M< Avoy wrote a note this morning to Her Executor. She makes no 
stops. She rules her paper with a knife, and vipriteB upon the line thus formed. 
When she finishes the writing of one word, tiie moves the hand a little for* 
ward, hy which means the words are sufficiently separated fnta each othcTt 
7t seems before her illness, she could hardly write at all, and although the 
wridlig is not good, it is yet sufficiently distinguishable to be easily read. 
.Mrs. Hughes thinks she has written aboutasmuehaa would fill a sheet of pa* 
per, since her blindness Gommenoed. fr«vioust«hctbll^idiwss,it^Midsh» 
could scarcely join the letters* 



Ift lie«t. Mr- ThomM ww in the oenntry, whacli per- 
vented him from bleeding her thia mornins; aad as I 
found his retof n uncertain, in tt>^ oonwe of the d»y I 
took about eight ounces of blood away— she became in- 
sensible, bo* she hwthe^ iM the puk^beat; betshi^ 
did pot recover during my stay, prhieh was seveial mi* 
liufes after I had tied np the aym. A part of the blood 
was allowed to flow after she was bise»sible, bfit th# 
pulse became weaker and 108 in the minute. 

June I9tb.*-Is belter today. The oatehing^n the 
breathing is diminished ; and the stitch in the side is 
very much relieved. Pulse 120« soft and regnhur, Al- 
vus modica* 

June 2iA. — ^Tbe symptoms inoreedng in viotence in- 
duced Mr. Hughes to send for |ir. Thomas yest^day, 
who tooK about eight onpccis oC bloody which relieved 
the pain of the side, &c. Has employed herself in 
making chimney ornaments and watch papers, Pnlse 
120» soft and compressible* 

June S4th. — Is again much worse, and the pain in the 
side more violent. Pulse 160. Alvus obstipata. 

Rep; y, 8; 

June 27th.-^Mr« Thomas bad been so much engaged, 
that he could not go out to bleed Miss M^Avoy either 
yesterday or the day before ; and as there was seme 
doubt if he would be in town this morning, I thongU it 
improper to defer it for another day, as she was now suf- 
fering acute pain. Her general appearance was leuco* 
phlegmatic, attended with a cold clammy skin. The pnlse 
144, rather low than fall. Having made a large open- 
ing into the medio basilic vein, the blood spurtedpot with 
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Mueh TiolenoA, ind I*6bttf md «}glii oiincM in a rinj 
Ahort space df time, #b0D sM beoame Intensible. Th4 
Mood stUl contiiiiied to 1I6#, and five oiiodei irere ti* 
ken away. I took off tho ligatiire, and the blood flowed 
tiearly iii as fMl a stream as befbte. I obtainM aboctt 
three ocmoes more, when the pulse began to flag, and I 
lied ap the arm. The pdlse was reddoed to 180 pnisa^ 
tk>ns in the mhmte* 

Jnne ^9th.— Is better, but the stitch in the left Mb 
^omes on ocoasionaUy. WMiia a few days she has com«> 
pfadned of a sensatien, diffaring from that of the cold 
ting of iron ehe M% before, as if a drop of the coldest 
Crater h4td fhllen upon the spot internally, from whence 
the stitch afose, ceasing during the time of the stitch, 
bat the sensatfon ef the eold ring was stiil Mt as before. 
Pabe ISO. Alvns obstipatnr. 

iUp^ V. 6. li ail occasio, Tetpere. 

Jaly iat^Is JdUch wors^ Mr. Thomas had not 
been able to visit Miss M^Avoy, from his other engage 
ments ; tad tfaa bleeding had been pnt off nntil sh^ 
tomoi heffaelf M vei^y iU that he was again sent for. She 
continued to grow worse, and was so iH ih 4h(f evening 
wheii t visits her, that I thought it proper to bleed 
her. Sixteen onncep of blood were taken away in a fall 
atream. She beeame insensible when abont half the 
quantity was taken ; and once I observed the suspension 
of breathing to take place for a few seconds. Has been 
troubled with cough for tliree or four daysi Pulse from 
1^ to 144.* Alvus KqiH^r.^ 



^ 1ft. MnowkBy of Bbotle, and HA Rtft. J. Fawctt of Carlitie, met me at 
IkjQf tMst,itelMA of A quarter before leVeti oVUick, p. m. owing to some delajr 
Ski croMlag firooMme of the ferries on the€heiliire side, whtch they had not cal- 
^Kikitedtyoa. Ka^wing iht tSM the blesdiuf woiild hare in producing a 
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ioly 6th.— Mn Tlumw bM bfr ««aia.;«stefd|ij <# 
the amonat of feven ouncef , wbfHi sb^ ffiinted. The 
pulse had fallen from 144 to 80 i|fter the bleeding, but 
in a little time it repeatedly varied from ^n^ ei^remt 
to the other. The severe sy;mptoma bf^vin^ recurred* I 
took from the arm six ounces of blopd, Pub^ 144 be<- 
fore, and varybig from 96 4e 108 aftar the bleeding, a]]4 
filightly intermitting. 

July 4th.— She waa f^feved vsMotfn from the bleedfbag^ 
j^eaterdayi but toyvarda eveniqg tb^ vioto»t sliteh in thu 
leTt side returned. I dpened a v^m» ng^ <to*4aiyf <^d 
obtained four ounoea qf hloed* The p^dbe wee 144; 11 
fell after the bleeding tQ 120, «)d theft v«ried from 1311 
to 144. I observed some sl^ht oofivn^ive twitchiiige 
ahoat the month «od faioei &#piime verji aoop iQsea^ 
fiible, and the suspension of bfteihing Mme oo tirki^ 
during my stay. 

July 6tb.-^C6mpIain8 still of the stiteb In lbs side, and 
Blight catching in the breathing with a harsh coogbi b«« 
Upon the whole she is rather better^ and.«raa able te sMt 
for a short spaee of limev^ Pabe 1S0» wd: eerily ceat* 
pressible. Alvua a^rieta. 

July 7th.— Is very poorly to^day^ and iofiln worse thaa 
usual. There is a blue appearance under 11^ eyes, upon 

— — . . I 

state of insensibility, I deferred the op^don to the last moment of my stay* 
these gentlemen hadliatthe opportunity of c^nverfeiag With her, aftd of JoAg^ 
ing of her situation, as I could have wisbei. Bhe conl^ bor^ 4QiVer « qocft- 
tion when we left her. 

•I suddenly made a noise in breaking a piece of spwiish juice, which I had . 
in my pocket, and she fell baek ioaeosibk; but she did not appen tobi0if 
what had occasicned this inscnsibiUty, wb«i laskeElber thft4m8|tioii»«ftei;^ 
recovery. 
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the chiOy and the foreheni. Her faoe eeems motm leih* 
cophlegmatic thaa oiaal. Has complained for two or 
three days of a senaation, as if her body were swang to 
and fro, and of a very anpleataot whirling in her head. 
The temporary relief she obtains from bleeding, made 
her anxions that it riioold be repeated. I obtained 
about nine onnees of blood. Sh6 became insensible, and 
was once seized with suspension of breathing previons 
ta being bled. Dr. Hill of Greenock, accompanied me, 
and we left her insensible, but the pulse which had at 
first been 180, and irregular, was increased to 144, upoi| 
placing the hand near the mouth. After the bleeding 
it varied from 120 to 144, but was more regular, less foil, 
and easily compressiUe. Her food has consisted latterly 
of a cup of coffee and cream, morniug and evening, and 
a tea spoonful or two of mashed potatoe8,at dinner ; both 
rebbit and fowl have been given, hot none of them 
agreed with her, even in the smallest quantity. 

Jnly 801.^-18 beMer. The Uood was slightly cupped, 
and in the first cup the green pigment was perceptible. 
This appearand has taken place in all the latter bleed* 
ii|gs, but in the aast enp, wUch generally contained the 
smallest quantity of blood, and of a more florid colonr 
it was seldom seen. Pulse 180. Alvus astrtcta. Urina 
modica aed cum dcrfof e redditur. 

July 10th.--Complains still of the atttchte her side and 
of cough. Pnlse 144. Alvus nimis liquatur. Repr. V. S. 
I obtained only two ounces of Mood* 

Rq»r. V. S. y«ip««i 

July 1 lth«-^Was npt Med again yesterday, but as she 
complained of the stitch in the side, I took away about 
iifteen onnees of blood, in a fall stream. The PuUe was 

N * 
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144» full and irregular : after ike bleeding it fell to 180, 
became soft, compreAsible, and regular. She was insen- 
sible after half the quantity' was taken away, and the 
suspension of breathing coming on afterwards, I tied up 
the- arm. I remained in the room nearly half an hour 
after she was bled, bqt she continued insensible, and did 
not recover for an hour. The blood was cupped. 

July 12th. — The bleeding relieved her. The cough 
is mbre loose, and attended with slight expectoration, 
finlse varying from 130 to 144. Diarrhoea manet. 

July 13th. — Complains v^y. maeh of the stitch in her 
side, and of sickness at the stomach. Has taken to*day 
only ^ single cup of coffee and cream, and a few straw- 
berries. Pulse from 120 to 144, not easily to be counted. 
I took twelve ounces of blood away ; she becameinsensi- 
ble, and the* suspensioki of breathing occurred three or 
four times before the arm was tied up. The pulse fell to 
1 12, was more regular and sold Alvus liquatur. Uiina 
naturalis. 

July I4th»*^Continued for a consideraUe time insensi- 
ble after I left her. The blood ^as capped but not buffy^ 
The green pigment was observed in twoof the cops** Ap- 
pears very faint, but the pain in the side, the catching in 
the breathing, and cough are considerably relieved. 
Pulse 144, solt, compressible, add nninlerrapted in its 
beat. Has been affected with inflammataon of the toes, 
terminating in suppuratron. . The discharge from the 
left leg is very slight at present. 

July Idth.^^Is so very low ibat Speaking oppresses her. 
Complains of the iltitch in 4he left side; takes only sugar 
and water as food, with a little fruit. Pohe 144. Alvut 
miniks liquatur. 



r 



99 



July 16th.— Is no better. Cannot bear the least inter- 
ruption to her breathing. If a person sit between her 
and the window, which is generally open in the day time, 
she feels nneasiness, and very soon will request him to 
remove his seat to either side. Pulse 144. I took about 
six ounces of blood away. The breathing became sus- 
pended five or six times during my stay, and the pulse 
fell to 120, ^as regujar but feeble ; when she breath* 
ed i did not observe so much of the catching, and her 
respiration was much less interrupted than before. I left 
her insensible. ^ 

w 

July 17th. — Continues very low. Pulse varying from 
180 to 144. 

July 18th. — Is worse. Pulse 144, and more full than 
yesterday. Mr. Bradley who accompanied me opened a 
vein, and we obtained -about fourteen ounces of blood by 
a full stream. Insensibility came on, and occasional sus- 
pension of breathing, and we left her in that state, wjiicb 
continued for an hour and a half. 

July 19th. — Is very low. The right leg is more swell- 
ed , but the stitch in the side and the catching in the breath- 
ing are less violent. Pulse varying from 120 to 132. Has 
taken little or no food but sugar and water, and a tea 
spoonful or two of weak broth, which produced diarrhoea. 
The thermometer was 92 in the room, 96 in the hands, 
and 106 in the mouth: there was a fire in the room. 

July 20th.T->Is again worse. The pulse 144, moderately 
full. The countenance leucophlegmatic, pale, and of ^ 
blue appearance. The oppression in the breathing was 
so great that I bled her to the amount of eight ounces, 
through a large orifice. She became insensible, with oc- 
casional suspension of breathing. 
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JnlySlst. — Found her v«ry low, and scarcely ableta 
speaky btit the other symptoms appeared less violent. The 
blood taken away yesterday was cupped and buffyy par- 
ticularly in the first cup. The upper part of the orassa* 
mentum, and for half an inch down, it was of a vermi- 
lion colour, but the lower part was of a deep red. It wa« 

' so solid that I held it op on the point of a knife : the 
green pigmenft was observable in the first qjp, and more 
slightly so, in the second. The pulse 120, moderate in 
fulness, and easily compressible, The strawberries and 
the broth disagree with her stomach. Diarrhoea tamea 

%rget. 

July SSd. — I found her very low, and desponding ; in 
a great measure doubting the possibility of her recovery ; 
but my hope of it taking place for a short time, is not al- 
together given up. Her pulse is moderate in frequency 
and fulness, rather low, and 120 in its pulsatiops. Urget 
▼aldd diarrhoea. 

July 23d. — Is very low» and occasionally affected with 
twitchings in the cheeks and in the angles of the month. 
Complains of frequent numbcess in the arms aad should 
ders, and sometimes of pain in the cheeks After the pain 
has gone offshe feels a numbness in the cheeks. The abdo- 
men feels to herself more enlarged,bnt the anasarcous sweN 
lingin the legs is not diminished. Complains of much pain 
in the head and.in the sockets of the eyes. Cannot suppprt 
her head in an upright posture, but is obliged to lean it 
upon the pillow. Pulse 132, soft and compressible. Al- 
vus nimis liqnaiur. Nausea snpervenit, vomitu conco- 
mitata sobiqd^. Capt. bis vel ter de die spiritus arden- 
tis ordinarii coebleare minimum ex aquee et saochari 
panxillo. 
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July 24th.— Site was ^oaUed to keep down half a tea 
cnpfal of thin broth three times a day, by taking the 
weakly dilated spirit a few miniitBe before ; hot, if it 
happened tliat the broth were not given almoet immedi- 
ately after this small quantity of spirit, ,it produced a ' 
burning sensation in the stomach. Complains very muoh 
of pain and weakness ; bat she is not worse than yester-* 
day. Pnlse 120, soft and compressible. 

July 26th.-^Is rather better. Pulse 120. 

July 26th. — Is very ill to-day. Her countenance ha^ 
a death*like appearance, her lips pallid, but the eyes» 
when opened, are particularly brilliant, and the pupils 
eonsiderably dilated. Complains of more violent pain 
in the head, and in the sockets of the eyes. The pain in 
the back part of the head is so acute, she cannot bear, 
the least pressure upon it without much suffiaring, %mi 
she says the same sensibility to pain exfends along the 
spine to the os sacrum. Has also a throbbing sensation 
extending from the pit of the stomach to the back be- 
tween the shoulder blades, somewhat similar to the flat* 
teriog of a bird within her. Pulse 120, soft, regular, but 
more feeble. Nausea frequenter, usque ad voraitum, 
sapervenit. Diarhoea tamen urget. Urinaparca. I gave 
her twenty drops of vin. ipechuan. which made her very 
faint and sick ; but it operated slightly, and a little bile 
was thrown up. 

Jaly 27th — Continues much the same. The accidental 
claQking of the fire irons produced insensibility. The 
anasarcous swelling of the lower extremities is increased^ 
and extends up the thighs. The hands and arms are also 
considerably afifected with it, and pit on pressure. Poise 
120. Diarrhoea manet sed dejectioues minimse cum 
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the fakes it ; and it seems in some measure to coanlenict 
the debilitating effects of a copious discliarge from tlie 
right leg, whioli was scarified a few days ago, in a habit 
already reduced to an extreme point. Formerly wine 
and tonics produced no good effect, but always heated 
her extremely. Medicine can be of little use in this 
case. Arrow root gruel and wine in small quantities, 
and repeated every half hour, have been only recom- 
mended, with the occasional use of French bratfdy in 
doses of thirty or forty drops at a time, diluted with 
water. 

August 5th.— Is not so ill as yesterday ; and her coun- 
tenance is rather improved. Complains of much pain 
under the left and of occasional pain in the right 
breast, but it is not so violent as before the bleeding. 
Takes only diluted wine and water, which refreshes and 
agrees with her. The arrow^root gruel made her sick. 
Pulse 120, and more steady than yesterday^ Alvus ob- 
stipator. Urinaparca cum dolore elicitur. Retrocessit 
prolapsus ani. 

August eth.— Continues better, but has little of no 
power in assisting herself. The discharge from the right 
leg is so consideralrie, as to wet through all the linen co- . 
veriUgp, the covered stool upon which her feet are plac- 
ed, and even to fall upon the carpet After I left her 
yesterday, she ate a very small quantity of boiled Ray ; 
previous to, and after her taking it, she swallowed a 
very small tea-speonful of brandy and water, which not 
only agreed with her stomach, but prevented any sick- 
ness To-day she ate a sop of bread and gravy with 
impunity. Complains of a slight sore throat. Sereral 
of the scarifications which were mad^ in both legs, at 
first ocoastoned a pnnform discharge. Those I made 
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last in the right leg, discharge a seroas fluid in very 
considerable qaantitj, to which I chiefly attribnte the 
amelioration of the symptoms which so lately indicated 
approaching death. The wine and brandy have contri- 
bated to support a frame, which might otherwise have 
sank under so great a discharge. Every one who has 
teen her for the last few weelcs, has supposed it impos- 
rible she could survive, even a single day. Pnlse 108. 
Alffom obstipatnr. Urinae redidit semilibram hodi^. 

August 7th. — Continues much the same. The die* 
charge from the right leg is very considerable, Hef 
face seems emaciated, and her general appevance cada- 
verous. The anasarcous swelling is rather reduced. 
The pulse under these circumstances is more firm than 
one could expect; it gives from 108 to 112 pulsations in 
the minute. AIvus non soluta tuit per aliquot dies. 
Urina parc^ elicitur. Produxit nauseam vinum. 

Mr. Robert Harrison, one of the demonstrators of an«** 
tomy^ to the school of sorgery in Doblin, Mr. Nairn^ 
Mr. Hrasman, and Mr. M'Donald, of the Dispensary, 
were present to-day. Mr. Harrison pressed a probe, 
upon ihe p«pil of each eye. He observed that the pa* 
pil dilated more upon the preseure, but the eye seemed 
otherwise inaendble to the api^cation of the probe. Th# 
th«niaometer held in the hands was S»^; in the mo^tb 
10&;aBd in the room with afire 88^. 

Angnst 8th.— About five o'clocic, a. m. Mr. Hughes 
called upon, and requested me to . visit his step- 
daughter as soon as possible* as he thought she 
could not live an hour. I saw her at half-past five, 
Mr. Thomas was present, and had given her a teaspoon* 
fnll Of a mixture of apir. ammon. comp. Spir cam* 
phor^ dc Tiuct. cNurdam. comp. in a litUe wat^r, frtiich 
■ »** ■ 



relieved wd occasioned b«r to throw up a good deal of 
wind from the stomach. Complained of violent pain in 
the head, of excruciating torment in the stomach and 
bowels, and of a painful sense of weight above the os pu- 
bis, Mr. Thomas pressed his hand upon the abdomen 
without exciting any material sensation of pain, and he 
Observed that the tumour in the left side was not to be 
felt; but the pressure of his hand caused a faintish sick- 
ness. The pulse is moderately firm and regular, 108 in 
the minute. Her mother had given her six drachms of 
TInch. rhei. which produced no good effect. Urina sUp- 
pressa fait per aliquot horas ; et reddendi earn nisus do* 
lor^ multo concomitantar. Pulse 120. 

Hora prima post meridiem. Found her very poorly ia 
the morning. Complains ofa soreness in the throat. I ob- 
ierved her to swallow with difflgulty and the effort seem- 
ed to give her pain. She had been anxious to make her 
Will, which, after it had been written, was placed upon her 
lap for a few minutes, when she mad© a grasp to lay hold ot 
it, but did not succeed in placing her hand upon it at fiist. 
She at last succeeded with the assistance of Mri Thomas^ 
but in the moment of 80cces9 became ooQvulsed, and the 
convttlsioD was so violent that I thought it would mo^t 
probably terminate in death. After some time she reco- 
vered and was able to apeak. Mr. HarrisoD and Mr^ 
tFdoy came in ; and I whispered to the former to oak her 
if she had the least perception of sight? She answered 
no* ^ordescent os et deiltes. Urina non ellcita foil* 
Pulse 108 to 116. The eyes are much more vivid in ap- 
pearance than I Aould have expected, but they are insea:; 
sible to the application of the finger* 

Hora septlma, p. m. Is much the simmer Slight apaa-. 
modic twitchings affect her face and hands. There 
ia moisture upon her skin • Pnhe rather more than lOOj 
and somewhat more feeble. Atvus nimis obstipatur. 
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Angmt ^th.— It seems she contfnaed in much the temt 
state until midnight^ when she was seized with a most 
horrible convulsion, and, before Mrs. Haghes could 
render her assistance, fell upon the floor. She reco- 
vered from this attack, and about three o'clock an end 
was put to the miseries of as patient a sufferer as in the 
irhole course of my practice, I ever attended. 

At ten o'clock this morning, Mr. Thomas sent me the 
information of Miss M^Avoy's death, and I went oat very 
sooQ after to Mr. Hughes's house. On the road I met 
Mr. Hughes going to town. Knowing that he had 
a personal objection to the examination of Miss M/A voy'e 
body, I condoled with him upon her death, but expressed 
satisfaction that ia period was put to the distressing suf- 
ferings of his step-daughter. He then mentioned that^ 
as it was the wish of Mrs. Hughes, and had been parti* 
ealarly stated to him by Miss M'Avoy when alive as her 
wish, he consented to it. Having observed the vaoillatioii 
of his temper on some occasions, and as it was of great 
consequence to obtain all the information such an exa- 
mination might afford, I hastened to the house and ar- 
ranged ihe time with Mrs. Hughes, who, on account of 
her own feelings, wished it to take place as soon as pos- 
sible.* Half-past two, p. m. was fixed upon, and I re- 
turned to town to repeat the directions I had befom 
given to Mr. Davidson at the Infirniary, to have every 
thing ready at that hour. I at the same time directed 
him to send notice (in my name) to Dr. Trail, Dr. Form'* 
by, Dr. McCartney, Dr. Brandreth, Mr. Bickersteth, Mr. 
Forsha^, and to Mr. Dawson, to request their atten- 
dance at that hour. To Mr. Brandreth, who was at the 
lafirmary.at the time, I made a verbal request, but in 
conseqaence of an inflammation of the face, he was 
obliged to give up the wish be had to be present at the 
euaiiaiBiti(>n. A note vras also sent to Dr. CarsoQ, and 
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t totally forgot to Bend one to Dri^. Jardioe, Hanaay, and 
ieveral others who were interested in the case. Owing to 
the time of the day, the other gentlemen I presdme, were 
not able to attend, bat their absence was rendered of less 
Importance than it otherwise wonld have been, by the at- 
tendance of other medical gentlemen of the town. The 
(ritnation of Miss M^Avoy, particularly on the 8th inst. 
induced Mr. Harrison above mentioned, to await the 
period of her dissolution, and I was happy to avail myself 
of his experience and ability in dissection, to investigate 
the cause of her death, and by this means, if it were 
possible, to account for m^any of the extraordinary symp- 
toms which appeared to harrass her ao much. I had 
two other reasons for preferring Mr. Harrison to any of 
our own surgeons, because the one party might be guid- 
ed too much by personal regard to me, and by the con- 
viction of their own mind of the truth of the statements 
I had made in the Narrative, and of their co-ineidenoe 
with their own observations. And secondly, because the 
prejudice which had been excited by the opponents of 
Miss M^Avoy, had had material influence in making ma- 
ny of my brethren so completely adverse to the opinions 
I had formed, that I should not have been justified by 
the immediate friends of Miss M'Avoy, nor to those ad- 
vocates who have expressed themselves in her favour, 
if I had left the examination to them. 

From these considerations, I think, I shall be justified in 
having requested Mr. Harrison to use the knife, in pre- 
ference to any of our own surgeons, who could hardly 
under the circumstances of the case, be considered fre^ 
from prejudice on the one side or on the other. 



^StntvHl ^^il^^fmU^n0 



UPON 



wnm ®ii9ifi (D19 mosKS sa^iiTd)^^ 



Ml havb now given the particulars of the case of Misa 
M'Avoy, from the period of the pablication of the Nar* 
rative^to the present time, and if any other evidence were 
necessary for the confirmation of the statement therein 
it might be easily obtained from the testimony of nume- 
rous individuals who have visited her separately and 
! with me. 



The circumstance which has given her opponents the 
fairest opportunity of railing at Miss M'Avoy and her 
adherents, arose from misconception in the first place, 
respecting the influence of her breath, and the mode in 
which she supposed it to aqt in her distinction of colour, 
&c. Miss M^Avoy found that when her breath was im- 
peded by any substance placed before her mouth, she 
could rarely distinguish a colour, or read a letter; and 
she naturally enough supposed that freedom of breathing 
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was necessary to, and had some connection with, the 
power. Her opinion was taken op without due consi- 
deration, and her opponents seized the advantage, 
althoug^h aware it was founded upon an erroneous basis^ 
and could not be supported. 

A moment's reflection should have prevented the per- 
severance of herself and many of her friends in such an 
opinion; for if the breath were necessary to the elucida- 
tion of the colour, how could' it act. when she told 
colours behind her, or read under the bed-clothes? 

During the very short interval of unconscionsness that 
any obstruction was placed near her mouth, I have seen 
her distinguish colours, the next moment she has lost the 
power, and has recovered it again upon the obstruction 
being removed ; circumstances likely to excite a suspi- 
cion that the failure of the power originated in the inter* 
ceptipn of the rays of light. 

If the obstructing medium were placed at a greater 
distance, she would name colours, read, &c. for a longer 
period, until she felt the effect of this obstruction, and 
then she would often lose the power ; but sometimes 
she continued to tell colours, although a sheet of paper, 
a hat* or any other substance were placed between the 
ol^ject and her breath. If her mind were occupied by 
answering questions or hearing any observation which 
entertained her, or if she were subjected to excess of 
pain from any accidental cause, the obstruction was not 
noticed so soon. The effect of any interposed medium 
was nearly the same whether the eyes were covered or 
uncovered. A similar result occurred, if a plate of glass 
were placed between the object and her mouth, through 
tvhicb she might have seen, if the opinion of her oppo* 
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nents were correct, and the colour were distinguished by 
the assistance of the eyes. 

During the more violent attacks of catching in the 
breathing^ and of the convulsive motion of the dia- 
|)hragm, the hand, placed near the mouth, and kept 
there for a few seconds, produced a sensation nearly 
allied to syncope, and more than once convulsion ensued. 
Even now when these symptoms are considerably reliev- 
ed, she cannot bear any obstruction of this kind for 
more than a few seconds, without attempting to remove it 

The powers attributed to Miss M'Avoy were certainly 
of so extraordinary a nature as to excite a doubt of their 
truth in the mind of the least sceptical person who has 
not witnessed them ; but it has been my uniform wish 
they should be minutely examined, and their accuracy 
explored by individuals capable of judging, and every 
facility has been afforded by the friends of Mlra M'Avoy, 
and by herself for this purpose. 

It is however impossible to satisfy the minds of persons 
who are determined not to be convinced, and who will 
not take the trouble of visiting her, and of examining into 
the nature of her case, Nor shall I make any further 
effort to produce that conviction in their minds ;^ but to 
those who have studied the ample page of nature, in a 
liberal and enlightened manner, and to the public in 
general, I think I shall be able to assign such reasons a9 
will satisfy them, not only of her having possessed the 
powers stated in the narratiye, but of her blindness. 

The failure which so frequently occurred had more or less 
effect in agitating her, particularly if it happened when 
visitors were present. This agitation almost uniformly 
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increased the tendency to failare, and she could not name 
a colour, read a letter, or even sew for hours, for days, 
and sometimes for weeks. This circumstance has been 
stronyly urged as a material point against her, but I 
would rather adduce it as a proof in her favour, for if 
Jifiss M* Avoy's powers depended solely upon the faculty 
Qf vision, I see no reason why she might not have nam- 
ed a colour, read a few words, or distinguished a seal, 
when placed within the line of vision, yet under these 
circumstances she often failed, whether covered or un- 
covered, whether in a room crowded with company, or 
quietly seated by a single friend. This temporary failure 
of her powers has been attributed to cunning, to the 
object being within the line of vision, and, by not a small 
number, to her state of health which made her more 
easily susceptible of external impressions. Upon the 
first view of the subject, it would not appear difficult to 
ascertain whether Miss M'Avoy were blind or she could 
see, and I still think it is not so impossible of proof ^ as 
her opponents wish to insinuate. Miss M'Avoy has cer- 
tainly given proofs of her powers before numerous and 
highly respectable witnesses, and in situations, where, if 
she had the most perfect vision, it could not have assisted 
her, either in the distinction of colours, in reading, or in 
naming the time of the day. When I recapitulate some 
of these proofs which have have been stated in the 
narrative, and a few others-whieh have since occurred, 
the public will probably agree with me, I have not 
advanced any but what I can fairly and honestly substan- 
tiate. When duly considered, this occasional loss of 
power will be found to depend upon causes which owe 
their origin to the very peculiar state of the nervous sys- 
tem, in a habit materially diseased. This nervous irrita* 
bility was generally increased, when the atmosphere was 
loaded with electric fluid, and she then very rarely gave 
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any proof of ber pow4ir8| but appeared agitated and 
uneasy. Fine weather and a clear sky exhilarated, but 
moist and dull weather depressed her spirits.* 



• From du8 peculiar ttate t her ftdinga, the wooMi Afken fontA the 
approach ef a thonder-storm, and the oaee t^ m eenMtkm riie omdd mt 
account fivyprerioiu to hearing thereportof acannisi firomaveaadof war, 
lying about four miles from the place where Miaa M^Avoy rcaidaa. Could 
this sensitiveness have been produced fhrni the effects of vibration acting upon 
ahighlyirritiddie fibre? I have known instances of othor peraona aHheted in 
this way, previous to the report of cannon. It is said Sir KdwBfd Pdlew 
saved himself from destruction by some oonsdousness of this kiad, when the 
Amphion blew up. There is a woman residing in Liverpool, who is deaf 
and dumb ; yet she knew when the guns at the Hort were fifed, by eome 
peculiar efftet it had upon the nervous fibre ; and a aindlar afitet was pro* 
duced by the oying of her infant, which was up stairs, at the time the mother 
if9B speaking to a person in the room below. Mr. Thomas attended this 
• patient, in her confinement. Mr. Nairn mentions the case of a man who 
gained his livelihood by shooting wild fowl in Belfiwt I^High. He was ao 
nearly Uind, he could scarcely see any object at the shortest distance; but hia 
hearing was peculiarly acute. He was accustomed to get into his boat, and 
float down the Lo&gh to the place which the burds frequented. By their cry, 
and the fliqipingof the winga? he knew when to place his gun at a proper 
difftanfffj upon a resting-place in the boat, and he firedas his ear intimated t» 
him the situation of the birds. Other individuals, it is said, followed a similar 
employment, but not one of them with so much success as this poor man. 

A still more extraordinary case has been mentioned to me, by the Rev. /• 
Hornby, of Winwick, as it was related to him by the Rev. G. Chippendale. 
Mr. Hornby sent me the letter of Mr. Chippindale, from which I have ex* 
tracted the following paragraph. 

«* Some years back, probably five or six, a young gendeman of the name of 
Arrowsmith, amember of the Royal Academy, at* Somerset House, but of 
whatd^ee I cannot remember, came down into this country, and resided 
some months in Warrington, in the exercise of his profession, as a miniature 
portrait painter. He was quite deaf, so much so as to be entirely dumb ; he 
had been taught to write, and wrote an elegant hand, in which he was able to 
express his own ideas with facility ; and was also able to read and understand 
the id^as of others expressed in writing. It wiU scarcely be credited, that k 
person thns circumstanced ^ould be roKD or HUiic, but this was the 
fact, in the case of Mr. Arrowsmith. He was at a gentleman's glee club, in 
Warrington, of which I was President at that time ; and, as the glees were 
sung, he would place himself near some article of wooden ftirniture, or a par- 
tition, door, <«' window-shutter, and would fix the extreme ends of his finger- 
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; Another argumeDt has been advanced in proof of her 
]»os8easing the organ of vision by her opponents, and has 



nails, which he kept rather long, upon the edge of the wood, or some project- 
ing part of it, and there he woiild remain till the piece under performance was 
ibiishedf all the while expressing bj the most significant gestures, the pleasure 
he experienced firom his perception of the muaieal sounds. He was not so 
much pleased with a solo as a pretty full crash of harmony ; and if the music 
was not very good, or perhaps I should say, if it was not so correctly executed* 
lie would shew no sensation of pleasure. But the most extraordinary drcum- 
«tance in this case is, that he was evidently most delighted with those passages 
■in which the oomposer displayed his scienoc by modulating in difllsrent keys ; 
when such passages happened to be executed with precision, he could scanjdy 
repress the emotions of pleasure he received within any bounds ) for the 
delight he evinced seemed to border on extacy. This was expressed most 
remarkably, at our dub, when ,the glee was sung with which we often con- 
-cluded ; it is by Stephens, and begins with the words, «^ Ye spotted snakes,** 
Arom Shakspeare's Midsummer Night^s Dream. In the second stanza, on 
the words, ^*- Weaving spiders, come not here, &c/** there ia some modulation 
of tlie kind above alluded to ; and Mr. Arrowsmith was in raptures at it, such 
«s would not have been exceeded in one who was in full possession of the sense 
«f hearing. These focts are very extraordinary ones ; and that they are facts 
can be proved by the evidence of six or eight gentlemen who were present, and 
by turns observed him accnrately. I have not heard any thing of him sinc^ 
the time above mentioned ; but it is probable he is yet living, finr he could not 
be more than thirty years old, six years ago. He came to Warrington a 
stranger, and I think no one here knows either his country or his address, 
But, as a member of the Royal Academy, he may easily be found.' ■ 
Winwick, Nov. 1, }817, 

Mr. Bullock, of London, informed me, this gentleman was known to him. 

If we reason by analogy, these instances will afford a proof of the substitos 
tion of peculiar power in one for the loss of another of our corporeal organs* 
Indeed it is curious often to observe the effect of any disease or injury acting 
immediately upon the sensorium, and more particularly in cases of denmge- 
ment. In the former case the most irregular motions, or the most quiescept 
state, may take place, as the brain is acted upon by exciting or by debiUtating 
f auses. In the latter it m»y give a man, who before was hardly able to perform 
the common duties of life, nnoriginal and for^ble mode of thinking, which, 
previous to ths deranged action upon the brain was never ccmtemplated. It 
may transform a man of the dullest ideas into a subUme poet. It may change 
thechaiacterof the mostmiW, unassuming, and modest female, into ^e most 
J?ast.io;iate, pbstrusive, and salacious character. Reverse the circumstance, hj 
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been urged forcibly against her, even by professional 
men, because they observed the pupil occasionally to 
contract and dilate. A few remarks upon the construc- 
tion and action of the Iris, will not, I hope, bo deemed 
irrelevant. 

The Iris is the variously coloured circle surrounding 
the pupil, which, as it were, perforates its centre. It is 
placed as a curtain before the crystaline lens ; contract* 
in a bealthy state upon the sudden exposure to a vivid 
light, or when we look at things very near the eye, and 
dilates in a weak light, or in viewing remote objects. 
Haller supposed the cause of dilatation to be owing to 
the abatement of the powers resisting the aqueous 
humour; and he gave, in proof of this opinion, the dila- 
tation which ensues from great debility vfainting or death. 
He thought the contraction might arise from a strong 
influx of humours, into the colourless vessels of the Iris» 
by which the said vessels are extended together with the 
Iris, which is thereby elongated, so as to shut up the 
greater part of the pupil. The size of the pupil conse- 
quent upon this motion of the Iris appears generally to 
be connected with the sensation of the retina, and when 
the Internal parts of the eye suffer any injury, we are in- 
duced to form a judgment from its increased or diminished 
action of the state of the optic nerve. The Iris was 
formerly considered as a conticr^ation of the choroid coat, 
until examined more accurately by Zinn, who has de- 



which the derangement was produced, and the direct contrary may take place ; 
the able and thinking mind may become imbecile or idiotic. The sublime, 
poet may dwindle into the mere gabbler. And the most passionate, obtru- 
de, and salacious female may become mild, unassuming and modest. So 
▼aiioaa and unaooountable are the effects of nervous influence upon the human 
body, that it would be highly arrogant in any man to contradict fch^aBs^ion9 
of another upon a subject of this kind, unla&s he c&n produce facts to cbtaUisli 
Hut pontioQ he m3iy make \^ hich cc nnot be refuted* 
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scribed it as being only connected with this coat by the 
medium of the ciliary drcle. It is probably the most 
acutely sensible part of the human body ; being compos- 
ed of muscular fibres, a profusion of blood vessels, and of 
nerves. This opinion of the muscularity of the Iris, is 
confirmed, particularly from analogy, with the Iris, of 
some species of the Parrot, which possesses a voluntary 
power of contracting and dilating the pupil, and from 
muscular fibres having been observed in the Iris, of some 
of the larger animals. ' Oiher anatomists deny the mus- 
cularity of the Iris, and Wrisberg,in dissecting that of an 
Ox, afBrmSf no muscular fibres could be seen, and he 
thought sufficient proof had been advanced against its 
muscularity, in the fact, of it not contracting when light 
fi&lls upon its surface. The abb6 Mariotte, who opposed 
Descartes,, and other philosophers in the supposition 
of the retina receiving the impression of light, and 
conveying it to the sensorium, wais the discoverer 
of this curious fact, that when the rays of light fall 
upon the centre of the optic nerve, they give no sensa- 
tion. He also supposed the choroid coat to be the seat 
of vision, in which opinion he was opposed by M. Pec- 
quet. And M. de la Hire, has attempted to adjust the dis- 
pute by supposing the choroides to receive the impres- 
sion of images, in order to transmit them to the retina. 

M. le Cat, supposed the choroides to be a production 
of the inner coat of the pia mater ; and he supported this 
opinion of Mariotte, from believing that the pia mater 
itself and not the nerves, was the proper instrument of 
sensation. He supposed the retina to answer a purpose 
similar to the cuticle which covers the pyramidal papillss, 
forming the immediate organ of feeling, or that of the 
porous membrane, which covers the glandulous papillae of 
the tongue ; and he only allows the retina to receive the 
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Impression of light, withoat being sensible of it, to mode- 
rate it, and to prepare it for its proper organ. I am diverg- 
ing in some measure from my subject, but 1 cannot help 
observing upon this point that the opinions of Mr. Mi- 
cheil are strongly in favour of the choroides being the seat 
of vision, and Dr. Priestley says his arguments had more 
weigrht with him than he was at first either able to per- 
ceive, or willing to aclcnowledge, in those of the French 
philosophers, although he afterwards allows that several 
considerations, which had occurred to him, were favou- 
rable to the retina being the seat of vision ; and that M. 
de la Hire's argument in favour of the retina, from the 
analogy of the other senses, is much strengthened by 
considering that the retina is a large nervous apparatus, 
immediately exposed to the impression of light; whereas 
the choroides receives but a slender supply of nerves 
in common with the sclerotica, the conjunctiva, and the 
eyelids ; and its nerves are much less exposed to the light 
than the naked fibres of the optic nerve. 

Dr. Monro adhered to the notion of the muscularity 
of the Iris, and he attribated th€» circumstance alluded 
to by Wrisberg, to the colour or paint upon the Iris, 
which acts as a cuticle in preventing the light from ird- 
lating it. This pigment, being wask^ off, the Iris 
exhibits two sets of. muscular fibres, concerning which 
varioas opinions have been formed. The one set in 
the shape of radii, the different colours of which give 
the diversity of colour to the eye ; the other circular 
surrounding the innmr edgeof the Tris, which I>r. Monro 
considered as the sphincter muscle of the pu{^L Haller 
anerts these concentrioal orbicular fibres of the pupil are 
neitker visible to the eyes, nor by the microscope, not^ 
even In an ox, as far as he had been able to observe ; he 
allows however there is one distinct ring of obscuro 
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fibre* to lAe body or toner margin o* the nretl circle. 
Mr O.Bell's preparatioTis shewed so ^tieat a dcgrfee of 
vasciALrity in fhe Iris, that b^ was rwidy to fceti^td its 
action to 'be produced by a vasentAr %tructor©, btit when 
be observed the profufeion of nerves in other* iastaiiocs, 
obscured by tojeotion, he could not bnt allow the ibiiscfii- 
ilir fibres might havebeeti obscured as tlaie ^ieif^es were. 
He observes ateo, the retina is in a peculiar manner ms- 
ceptlMe of the impression of light, bot life cai^not wonder 
that ligM should not stiiirtuitfte a mnsdc to oontriftction, 
when we bave' every ^6of fliat It hafe too effect upon thte 
d^lioately exp^inded nerve of the other se^es. He sop- 
poses^he Iris is only «i> be affected Ihi^ugli tbe^seiwrtiiion 
of thte rttina, or per4a()s rather fty>tbeetfe6t coniintini- 
caledt^ the sewsoriuHi, and he gives $b pr^irf of this 
opinion, that In <f<mohiiafg he iais Tfep^atedly n**ed the 
side «rf the needte against Hke Iris without Moltiograoy 
•ihotion to It. He has 6eeii it pricfeed «lighlly ky the 
needle, without shewing any sigta of *cing Irritated, and 
what appeared to him a convincing proof, when cut it 
fell before the knife in extracting the cataract : antt in 
•Uiis last instance, far from being stimulated to contrac- 
tion, it hung relaxed. It 18 evident then, he says/ that 
no common stimulus applied to the Iris has any sensible 
effect in excttrng it to contraction ; and that it is subject 
only to a secondary way to the degree of intensity of 
ligtit admitted to the retina; 
. • , ' - 

The vioience of pain occanoned by the infiamiiiation 
■ asid other symptoms, consequent upon prolapsus of the 
Iris,. is Extreme in the eiffly slag^ of the disease, and 

• marks gveat sensibility of the Iris. Is it not probable 
.therefore the more violent action «f.tii<e knife or aeiedle 

ttpotrfiftrlf 86 extremely delicate^ may «o destroy »* as to 

* render tikem totaUy ihcapabte oC any ooatradtion ? It 
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is a pro^f of delicate seDaibilitgr from wlwttBir. W«ardrop 

log^eniously oba^ves, that pertuipa the mottoas of th* 

Iris bare sosie analog to those motibna ia plants wbksh 

are pro4iioed by the sun's vayv. Its motioiis in the oya 

where thore m a compfota cataract, or whei« theaparlore 

of the papil is^dfawn aside from a part of the oomea 

which has becooie opaque, till it gets opposKe to a tmtw- 

pafeot.portioiiy makes this ofoiiiaD probable; The Iris 

too in niaD3if oases retains i^ powcrr of boQtraelion and 

dilatation even where the retina i& completely insensible^ 

8o that it is likely that its motions do not altogether 

diepend upon impressioDs made on the retina* M u War* 

drop illustrates the fqrmer part, of this opinion by the 

relation of two 6aaes, in the first an adult who had lo«t 

the sight of one, eye, and had a large speck formed ott- 

the temporal and central part of the cornea of the other 

eye soon after births The popil was very considerably 

dilated towards the nasal part, which remained transpaw 

rent, so that by this* effort of nature, in drawing the 

pupUar openiog from the opaque to the transparent part 

of the cornea, the patient was able to guide hiimiBelf 

through the streets, and in twilight he could see lAfg$ 

objects around him. with considerable accoraoy. The 

fiame thing also took place in a young woman's eyes, 

under, precisely similar circumstances.*^ From its great 

mcularity, there can be little doubt that mqscnlar fibres 

doe^istinlhe Jtis-t 



« Vide Waidrop on the huxna^ ey^, yoI* !• poflo 83 and 4 

t HiSer, on tlie other han^? denies that the Iris possesses muscular fibres : ht 
refers the cau«e of the contraction and dilatation rather to the blood vessels than 
to muscles. Sir Edward Home informs us, that he had seen in the possession of 
Dr. BidBie, ao injection of the vessels o^the memlirana tympani, which appear- 
ed neatly half n ntoeitms as those of the Iris, from wliich he endeavours to^ 
P'ow th« existence of museular fibred tn the membrana tympani> as they 
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In ganerftl the movemefit of the Irte fa involantary, 

Imt terror, sadden fright, and the more violent passions of 

tfte mind, affect it. It fa dUated in the cat when ronsed to 

attention by the scratrfiing of a toonse, or when it stmg- 

^es to escape from any restriction it may be placed 

under. It fa proved in a variety of cases, that althengh 

the retina fa dead to the impression of the rays of light, 

thfa contraction and dUaUtion frequently occur, some- 

times in an equally rapid way, as when the organization 

d the retina fa perfect, and its sentient qualities in their 

most active state. We cannot therefore depend upon the 

activity of the Iris, as a certain proof of vfeion in all 

eases, and more especially as our opinion on thfa point fa 

supported by certain facts which cannot be set aside by 

a rimple contradictory assertion, or a bare denial. 

It is well known that amaurosfa or gotta serena, pro- 
ducing a partial or complete loss of sight, may be occa- 
sioned by acute as well as chronic diseases ; it may be 
produced by external injury, by cold, by excessive heat, 
by exposure to the too vivid light of the sun, by light- 
ning, by the stimulating effects of concentrated acids 
applied to the nose, by the sudden suppression of the 
catamenia, by apoplexy, by worais, by a deranged state 
of the stomach and bowels, and by all those causes 
which, acting directly or indirectly upon the brain, pro- 
duce an obstruction of the nervous fluid, which, as is 
generally supposed, for the purposes of vision, should 



cannot be discovered by dissection. Upon a similir basis, wt may therefore, 
reasonably suppose, that not only muscular fibres, bnt that n«nres,TrtucUwere 
equaUy obscure, might be also distributed to the Iiis. Althou^ Haller and 
other writers have denied that the Iris possesses any great degree of sensibility, 
yet it is not probable this denial wiU satisfy Fhysidogifts in geoctal, bemuse the 
Iris certainly possesses motions, not only the most delicate l^ aen^hle^liether 
eaussd by the action of light, or excited by any other agent. ^ 
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pass tfarongh the optic nerre into its minutest expansion. 
We are so little acqaainted With the stroctnre and fane- 
tion^ of the brain, that we are often surprised np^n dig* 
section 9 to find tnmour, abscess, or some eztraneons 
substance, Irritating only a part of the brain, distant 
from the optic nerve, produce blindness. We are less 
surprised when it is proceeded by symptoms indicat- 
ing the accumulation of fluid in the Tentrides, or 
between the meninges of the brain, or by hydatids, by 
extravasation of blood, or by tumours pressing upon 
those nerves at their origin, or before they pass through 
the skull. If pressure be made upon the nerve, previous 
to its division, blindness may take place in both eyes ; but 
where it is only applied to the optic nerve of one side, 
it will probably cause only blindness in that eye. Upon 
examination of the optic nerve, after death, it does not 
follow that any difference appears between the optic 
nerve of the blind or of the sound eye. This also may 
sometimes be the case, where both eyes are blind, for the 
cause of blindness is not always ascertained by dissection. 
Many instances however are mentioned by authors 
where sufficient proof has been given after death of th^ 
cause of blindness ; and some have occurred where the 
optic nerves have been materially altered in their appea- 
rance, and yet blindness has not taken place. It has 
been observed by authors that the reciprocal sympathy 
between the eyes is so active that no person anxious to 
obtain either physiological or pathological knowledge, 
should for a moment forget It. This knowledge is more 
particularly useful in the examination of cataract ; and 
it is of the highest importance to keep one eye entirely 
secluded from the light, while the surgeon inspects the 
state of the Iris of the other ; for the very impression 
of the rays of light upon one eye, sensible to this stimulus 
is known to be often sufficient to produce corresponding 
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motions In the Iris of the other eye, althongh it is asoer- 
tained that that eye is in a perfect state of amaxiroais. 
This circunistance has been explained by the decnssatioa 
of some fibres from the optic nerve, at tbeir union ; bot 
there are instances mentioned when the optic nerves have 
descended without any union during their whole cpi^se^ 
and th^ sight was perfect in man, in seme o&er animals, 
and more particularly in fishes.* 

It is well know that contraption and di}|itatien exist in 
those cases where cataract is so complete as to cause 
total blindness, or at least to prerent the trao8n||iskm of 
light to the retina, but in their more advanced stage the 
pupil is sometimes more dilated, and the Iris moves verjp 
slpwly and inertly, because the cataract or diseased 
chrystaline lens toi^cbe^ the. Iris, and impedes its action^ 
But Baron Wenzel informs us there arjc ^her examples 
of cataract in which the pupil may be qqite motionless^ 
and yet sight will be restored after the performance of 
the operation, a proof the motions of the pupil are not 
solely gaided by ttie sensibility of the retina, bqt are 
influenced by other causes, 

Mr. Samuel Cooper, in his very valuable surgical dio« 
tionary, makes a sapposition of cataract existing, wher^ 
gutia Serena was complete in both eyes, but in which 



* Kcrri optid !» RaU |dsce mpdo peculiar! a cereliri has! orti, et pMteal 
trochlea quadam coouDuniti, aeparatiiii ad oculoa defiprunturvr^' Vidt Uilgg^ 
Opthalmographia. Edit. Cantab. 1676, page 71* It was the Gpinloii of Si^ 
Isaac Newton and others that objects appear single because the two optic 
nerresuBite before they reach Hie bndn, bat some anatomists have obfierved 
«|iat Die' optic Derrea do aotnvj^ «r cenANiadl their a«h(Mavee, being only 
united hj a doe^ cohesion ; and objjects l^av^ a|ipearf^ sipsle, when the optiq 
nerves were found to be disjoined. 

^in hpmine vero et qua4rupedis arctissime (in piscihus tamen per simpliceoi 
solumn)odd cmtactom) umuntuTt^Yide Briggs ut 8U|>ra« 
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Ibere were the freest contraction and dilatation of the 
pupil, and of the consequences which might result, if a 
ferurg:epn, indnced by the moveable state of the Iris, were 
to undertake an operation, under such circumstances, for 
the removal of the cataract, as it would be unavailing, 
frona the rays of light having only been transmitted to an 
insensible retina. Wenzel and Richter, both notice these 
peculiarities, and the former refers the circumstance to 
the Iris deriving its nerves wholly from the lenticular 
gai^lion, whilst the immediate organ of sight is consti- 
tuted entirely by the optic nerve. 

The best operators for cataract are also, of opinion, 
that the distinction of light from darkness, as to the prog- 
nosid of the result of the operation, is of much more con- 
sequence than the motion of the Iris. 

In n^any cases of amaurosis, where the retina is entire- 
ly destroyed, the pupil T)ecomes immoveable, dilated, and 
of its natural black colour ; sometimes it has a dull glossy, 
muddy amber, or horny appearance ; at other times it 
is greenish ; now and then whitish, and opaque, so as to 
be liable to be mistaken for an indpient cataract. The 
symptoms of amaurosis are however very irregular, some- 
times in the most complete and incurable cases, the pupil 
is of its natural size, and even capable of very free mo- 
tions, and occasionally it is actually smaller, and more 
contracted. Richter asserts, that in particular instances, 
the Iris not only possesses a power of motion, but, is ca- 
pable of moving with unconunon activity, so that in a 
very moderate light it will contract in so unusual a de- 
gree as nearly to close the pupil. Mr. Samuel Cooper, 
mentions two or three remarkable instances of the 
very active state of the Iris ha cases of amanrosis which 
were shown to him by Mr. Albert, snrgeon m( the York 
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Hospital, Chelsea; he had seen others aUo, in St Bar- 
tholomew's. Sioiilar eases miay be seen, occasionally, in 
every hospital. I haye observed them in our Infirmary, 
and in the Blind Asylum. Mr. M'Donald, house surgeon 
of the Edinburgh Hospital, mentioned to me, a similar 
case in that Hospital. The patients above iedluded to, 
had, most of them not the least power of distinguishing 
between total darkness, a candle placed before their eyes, 
or the vivid rays of the sun. Similar facts have also been 
related by Janin, Schmucker, and other writers. 

Mr. Lucas, of Leeds, in his paper on cataract, has 
mentioned the family of the Rev. Mr. Hall, of Leaven, 
near Beverly, in Yorkshire, consisting of five children 
who were all born blind ; none of them could distinguish 
light from darkness, although the pupil was in common 
neither too much dilated nor contracted, yet it had 
motions which did not seem to depend upon the usual 
causes, but were irregular. They were in different 
degrees ideots, and one limb or other was in perpetual 
motion in a manner resembling St. Vitus's dance ; from 
which Mr. Lucas supposed there was some peculiarity iq 
the structure of the brain.* 

r 

Whether the opinion of the generality of philosophers 
who make the retina the sole organ of vision 5 of those 
who formerly supposed the chrystaline lens the best 
adapted for this purpose ; of the Abbd Marrio tte and 
others, who thought the choroid coat to have this influ- 
ence, or of the few who might imagine the other parts 
of the eye, and more particularly the choroid, the ciliary 
processes and the Iris to be aiding in this important office, 
be correct or not ; it is curious to observe how wounds 



• Vid« M«dical OfaseKVRtioni and fixiqufries, t«L S. 
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6f the ciliary prooesses produce blindness, if iliere btf 
not some peculiar cooaezioii between fhem> and the. 
optic nerve during the operation of vision. Whether 
this efTectbe produced by an immediate impression opoft 
the sensorium, communicated from the nerves distributed 
to these parts, and acting immediately from the brain 
upon the optic nerve, at its origin, may be doubtful; but 
it seems as reasonable to suppose this effect as to imaging 
the blindness to have originated from the commnnioa* 
tion which may take place through the slender filaments, 
which are distributed to the outer coat of the optic nerve 
before they join another filament of the third pair, pre- 
vious to forming the opthalmic or lenticular ganglion* 
A wound of the frontal branch of the fifth pair of nerves 
is very often followed by a variety of nervous symptoms 
and frequently by complete blindness, with great dilata- 
tion of the pupil. Mr. Wardrop has seen several cases 
of wounds which punctured the sclerotic coat, followed 
by a complete amaurosis, accompanied with a pupil very 
much dilated. In such cases, he .si|ys, it is probable 
that the ciliary processes were injured; affording an 
additional proof of the accuracy of Beer's observations 
on the danger of such wounds in operations of the eye, 

From the facts adduced above, it is certainly reason- 
able to infer, that the motion of the Iris is not an infiil- 
lible symptom of the sensibility of the Retina;* and 



•IlwYe just seta one oftheaoos of Mr. Sqiilres, of Walton Lodge, near 
Uyerpool, who was struck upon bis temple, by the contents of a pistol, com* 
posedof chewed paper and sand, fiirmed into small wads, which was fired 
by another boy, on the fifth of November, ISl?. He, at the moment, fell 
down as dead, and inm ibalt period his right eye lost the power of visioii. 
The adjacent soft parU were torn to pieces, and poctions of the temporal bone 
came away for several months afterwards, so that little doubt exists that blind* 
ness took place ftom the nerve having been laoented. The pupQ of the bUnd 
eye contracts and dilates upon exposure to Ught, er fkym Ffwraie of the 
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that this appefunace af cowlractioD and dttatatlon of the 
papil, U|ioo which oertaio iadivMvak particuiarly foond- 
ed tbeir opinioo of Misg M'Ayoy's posgesBioQ of the sense 
of visioB, may, io this ease, have led iheon lato an eirone- 
ous, cooclnsion. 

Preriotis to my attendance^ MissM'Avoy had been for 
a long period seriously indisposed, and for nearly tw.elre 
months had been affected with a severe pain in the head* 
The firing* of the guns at the Fort, on the 4th of Jane', 
I8I6, considerably aggravated this symptom, prodqeing, 
a throbbing and beating sensation. She. was affected 
with giddiness, and staggered in walking across the 
room ; the vessels of the conjunctiva were filled, with 
red blood, but the action of light produced. Utile un- 
easiness. With the left, which at an early period had 
suffered more from inflammation than the ri|^t eye, 
she could scarcely distinguish any object ; and wath the 
right eye for several days, before I saw her, every object 
at a distance, appeared white and those which were near 
double.* 



fqger upon the cjpe-Jid* Both tM ppp0iw«re Migv than iMtiina,aBifqMNi 
exposure to the light of a candle, it oontnicted In the sound, in xather a 
greater degree, than in the blind eye. It is more perceptible in the blind 
«yc^ when cqcpoaed to the light of the ran, than to that of the candle. In 
piesentii^ thepcintof the fiqger auddeiay to the aooDd eye, the«y64idtaoved 
Teiy quickly; a similar movement, al8o> took place at the same time, Uam 
sympathy in the blind eye, when the finger was presented within the visual 
>«nge oC.the left, flrsomid eye; hatlf tUseye were covered, or tte tBget 
pointedatth^ rigfiticyf^outof thisrangi|,tt)isseiVia9iUly oCtbae]^^ 
occur. Mr. Davidson, of the Cnfiymaiy, ,was. pi;esenA at this ex8miaatian.r- 
June2, 1820: 

* Since the poUleatiflii of ^he nairatrre Miss Johnson, a respectable school- 
mistress, with* 'Whom, about the i^-of thhteen years, MIbi M<AVoy was a 
aaiiolBV, mffBtioiied, upon viaitittg berdtnii^tlre period when she was able to 
J is t ingn i ah ooleors, that she reeotteeted having punished Miss M«Avoy for 
iMiding.the same wwds twiee over, and ilte supposed afterwards, itmusthama 
L owing tfrWSM di^ itt tke eyesi 
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Ob tlie 6th •£ June, 1 rfaiied her for tte finrl time, aM 
I was led to imagioe firom these synsptonw, that eppres- 
sioQ^of the braiii exMed. Id the aCtertiooD of this ^y, 
Mr. Thomas the ardki«ry nedieal attendant of the fii- 
mily» was sent fow^ in ooBseqaeficeof the leeehei^^ which 
bad heen just applied, prodockig syncope before they 
bad had time to gorge themselves with blood. They 
were immedialely taken off, and on the 6th €»f June, he 
observed her to be blind. On the following day I again 
visited her^ and found tbepapils eotisideraUy dilated, in- 
sensible to the aetion of light; he^ aetions indicated 
blindness^ a&d she eonld not move Ivithont aasislaoce, 
from place to ]^ace. The pain of the head was very 
acate ; the pnbe feeble^ irregular, and f#ef hent. On the 
9th of June fhe n^as seized with ooavnlsidos, and in the 
eoarse of tilmt day, became plaralytie on the right side* 
On ttie 18th she iappeared so mneh exfaaosted, that we 
did not expect her to survive through the night. At 
three o'clock p. m. of this day, she was observed to gasp 
for breath, and.evidently to labour under a sense of suf- 
focation from fluid passing down into the stomach. Her 
weakness was so excessive, slie coojd not exert herself to 
eject from the ntouthany part of tiiiis fluid nntU the 16th 
instant^ when about seven ounces were obtained ; a part 
of wluch was afterwards rabmitted to Dr Bestock's ana* 
, lysis, who found it to be of that nature denominated Al- 
batnlDous, in every respect resembling the fluid which is 
effused in ascites, and in various species of dropsy. He 
observed U diflet ed from the fluid formed in hydrocepha- 
lus by coiltaittiDg a larger quantity of uiimal matter, 
bat at the same time its solid contents were less than 
those of the serum of the blood. Soon after this dis* 
charge took place the convulsions ceased, but recurred 
again on the &1 of July, and weire again relieved by ^ 
simillar disehafrge, but inf d^ttwjch smaller quantity through 
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;tiie nortrils. I need not enamenite the different attacks 
-of convulsions and thrir termination, as they are al; 
, ready stated in tlie narrative, or the continuation of her 
case ; let it suflh^e to say, she has never, from her o^rn 
^aeecmnt, been entirely free from head-ache, more or less 
severe, frequent pains across and in the sockets of the 
eyes, and she has been afBicted with convulsions and 
other various disease to the present lime.* 

' The pupils were insensible to light, diid not contract 
or dilate until nearly four months after she became Mind; 
and since that period the contlraction and dilata^on has 
been very irregular. Sometimes the contraction has been 
so great as to diminish even the diameter of the pupil 
to an unusual degree; whilst, at other times it was 
scarcely acted upon by light in any form, or by pressure 
of the finger, v^hich now and then occasioned contrac- 
^tion and dilatation, when the approach of a candle pro* 
duced no effect. 

The. pupil Is often observed to remain dilated, when 
lexposed to a bright light, and I have seen the right eye 
in an obscure light, dilated as if belladonna had been 
applied to a sound eye, when the left eye was only di- 
lated, as it commonly is, to about one third part of the 
extent of the Iris. 

The substances which act most decisively in dilating 
the pppil, as belladonna and hyoscyamus, do not pro- 
duce their customary effect upon the pupils of Miss 
M^Avoyls eyes. Indeed, I have sometimes applied the 



* From whajt cause has it happened^ that Mr. Sandars and the greater part 
•f her opponents hav« sc^cely noticed circumstances of so important a nature, 
or at least have passed them 6yer in a aiaaner to induce the pata^ at «diit«iice 
to suppose they never had opcumd ? 
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'one or other of ilieae extracts without prodaciog any 
material change ^ whilst at other tlnies a greater dilata- 
tion took place on the next day. Onoe on the following 
day, after the application of the belladonna, the pupil 
appeared elongated from aboye downwards, like the 
pupil, in the day time, of one of ithe felipe species. 

In this case, blinking i» not produced by the exposure 
of the eye-balls to the viipid rays of tiie son. The solar 
qpeotra, thrown in their most brilliant colours, and with 
their most rapid vibrations qpon the eyes, were received 
without winking, or shewing any sign she was aware of 
tfaem, except as some of the colours' gave her a sensation 
of more or less pleasure, but her eyes remained equally 
firm and motionless. 

Coptraction^ but generally ip a sloirer degree than 
usual, occurs often when a candle is brought near ip 
(he eye, bi|t spimtimes It produces no effisct^ 

. The cornea was generally insensible to <tbe. application 
of any substance. Mr. Thomas,, as mentioned in i\fe^ 
Narrative^, placed his finger on the pupil, and Miss 
JSl^Avoy did not appear to have felt it. Mr. Bedford 
pressed a probe on the cornea, without exciting any 
pain, unless.. 9iihen he touched the eyelids. A similar 
experiment wa3- tried by Dr. Jardine, and also by Mr. 
\ Psividson, hutuse-sorgeon of the In^rmary, but in both 
^' cases a little apprebeasiveness was observed ; and a tear 
or two passed over t)ie eye-lid, when the latter gentle- 
Uian made the experiment ; but this circumstance appear* 
ed to me to arise from their having tonched the eye-lids, 
whicli were sore and tender, from the meibomian glands 
beiipg diseased and discharging matter. Miss M^Avoy pass* 
e4 l^er ^nger over the cornea, and Dr. Jardine rubbed 
^e probe across the cornea and pupil of each eye, but 
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not a tear escaped, nor was collected in the eye ; and 
indeed the cornea was depressed before he observed he 
had tQuched it. Mr. Davidson, at another time, having 
no probe, made use of the upper end of a closed com- 
mon lancet, but it was rather too coarse an inatrament 
to apply without touching: the eye-lash or lid, I a^u 
made use of the bead of a large pin, which I laid on the 
]^U, hvt the eye-haU aM)ve4> and M|s8 M'Avoy said I 
l)y84. toiKiiied H/ia eye-lid, whieh I batre no donht was the 
ewe, as I afteiwards plaeed on the pnpil, praifed open 
It, asid rubbed anross the cornea, a leaf ent for the par* 
pooe, when I reeted my hand, and theeye^lld was gently 
h^Id up without prodocing the slightest motion in the 
eye-ball. Mr M'Donald, of the Edinborgh Hospital, 
repeated this experiment with a similajr resnlt, and I 
have several times, since done it without exciting the 
kafti «4i{uurent settfeNbiHty. 

Philosophet a of ike^ eavliest times emyloyedl aa a meet 
effectual test, the sudden passing of the hand, or finger 
aoiMs the; •jm, and; the ^Kcacy of thk test haa^ beett con- 
firmed by- Morgagni, by other Anatomists, and by tbe-ae-^ 
teal practice of OenliBta af the present day. It haa hew- 
ever been.abf|ected to, by the opponents of Miss M^A voy, 
aa a sniBiBieat test, beoanse instances have oceorred, 
wbeae by a s^Msg^ effort of the wilt;, and probdMy when, 
they weraaiwaie of the experiment to be madls, blinking 
iiA not take {^iaeenpon the presentation of the finger or 
hand*. Undei^ floefr ctrcnmstanoes. It might so happen, 
b«t wten it ist applied unespecledfy, the expeiimeni wilf 
seUom faik Tbishas been fried in evety p oosibte way 
nfWi- Miss. M'ilLvby, and the resolt has been noiforafety iof 
bee £EiiiQnil« If any ^ ftivthee ceafimatioa opoa tbi^ p^nt 
be- necessary, I can silaie, that not a muscle, ev iKbra 0t fr 
mnsela of hev ftoe waa moved^ ner a sj^pton of fear ex« 



pressed when T presented a pistol at her head. A similar 
experiment, and with a similar resnlt, was madfe by Wr. 
Nairn, and Mr. Udney snrgeons in Liverpool, and I be- 
lieve, at this itioment, neither Miss M^Avoy, nor any of 
her family, is aware of suoh eiperiments having been 
made.* Ifa the presence of Dr. Nimmo, of Glasgow, 
Captain Owen, of the Navy, a pistol which I gave to Mh 
Olad^tone, for the pnrpose,^ who was one of the party, 1* 
Ifelieve was presented at her; by hito, bat not at the mo- 
ment being present, those gentlemen wiir state the resull^ 
and I have no donbt it will confirm that made by me, and 
the other gentlemen.f The same pistol I presented at 
Miss M*Avoy, T levelled at a gentleman upott a visit with 
me, after mentioning Thad tried a cnrlons experiment' 
upon her that morning, but the resnlt was very different; 
he nearly fell from his chair. 

A Noble Dnice, deceased^ I have been told, waa in^tte^ 
habit of trying the fortitude of his guests in this manner, 
but. he never found bat one m^n (and that a Poet,) wiko 
coaJdatand the hrant of 4i preseated^piStQl, without /ii»ees«' 
prMsiipQof fear. 

I hardly think that Pyrrho, mentioned by Diogenes 
Laertes, whose constancy was so great that he suffered^ 
incisions and cauteries to be made upon his body, l)ut 
was never observed to wink his eyes, would have been 
able to avoid blinking upon the sudden application of a 
pointed or other instrument to his eyes, however firm 
he might be ; because the motions of the Iris in man 

• Thj3 circumstance had been mentioned to two ladies who visited her about 
ttie middle of last month, and they hy accident mexifioned th^f this eXperx- 
xxmaiL ioAbUfiimit. April Stk^im* 

't I have since understood froni Mr. Gladstone, that the result wcs s'milar tj 
titfrt wlfidt I had Mated, and that the party had no ddftbt of her fHindo^s^ 
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are invokmiary, and do not depend open mental intre- 
pidity. In fine, all those experiments which have been 
usually made to ascertain if blindness really existed, 
have been tried in this instance, and have convinced me 
of the fact. It appears also, that the proo& above relat* 
ed are sufficient to satisfy the mind of any reasonaUe per- 
•on, that Miss M^Avoy-s blindness commenced at the 
period mentioned; and, from the causes still existing^, 
which shew material derangement in the brain, and in 
the nerves, we may safely conclude blindness still exists. 

From the Ieng:th of time in which the sensibility of the 
retina has been destroyed, and from the frequent atlaeka 
of violent disease, some alteration in the appearance of 
the eyes, and constitutional character might have beea 
expected, but the change is less tlian one would have 
imagined, although it is observable, for a little time» 
after an attack of convubion. 

The moveable capability of the eyes is certainly im^ 
paired, and the muscles appear to have lost their volun- 
tary action, as in endeavouring to raise her eyes to the 
ceiling, she has not the power of doing it, nor of de- 
pressing them to the ground. The eye-lids fall over 
the eyes when she attempts to turn them downwards ; 
bnt if a person attentively observe' the pupil, by looking 
under the eye-lids, the eyes will be seen in the same 
position as they were before the attempt was made. 
The motion of the eye-ball, inwards and outwards, is 
not so free as is natural, but it takes place to a certain 
extent. When convulsed, however, the eye-balls are 
observed to be turned upwards, to move to and fro, 
and even when the suspension of breathing comes ob, 
the eye-balls sometimes move, and cause a tremulous 
agitation of the eye-lids, perceptible to an observe^* 
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^pon raiding the eye-lid, I have felt a slight resistance, 
whilst at other times the eye-lid was raised and fell as if 
totally insensible. If Miss M'Airoy be not excited by 
the conversation or the society of agreeable friends, the 
eye-lids fall down and almost cover the eyes as if she 
were about to sleep. On entering Jthe parlour, during 
the state of insensibility in which I have found her, I 
have observed this more particularly, and she has often 
not even raised them, iedthough she had recovered from 
several attacks of convulsion or suspension of breathing, 
imtil she found, by some one speaking to me, or when 
t spoke to her, that I was in the room. During this 
period of suspension of breathing, she is perfectly insen- 
iibie to every thing which pi^sses, but the circulation in 
the wrbts continues nearly in the same manner, as when 
she is free from it. The period of suspension in these last 
attacks raried only from 16 to 45 seconds ; once it has been 
men'Aoned in the Narrative, this suspension continued for 
ninety seconds. 

When she is desired to direct her eyes to the place 
where any person sits, and which she knows from hear-, 
iag him speak, it would appear to an indifferent observer, 
she looked open it, but if the pupil be watched atten- 
tively, it will be frequently seen not to be in the direct 
line of vision. There is also generally an amaurotic 
appearance in the eye, more particularly if she be kept 
qaiet, and not stimulated to any exertion. Tf her cap 
be taken off, and the general contour of the face and head 
be attentively examined, I have the indst perfect con- 
viction that experienced Physiologists, Anatomists and 
Ocnlists will coincide with me in my opinion t>f her 
blindness. 

Mr. Gough, of Kendal, and othei gentlemen, who 
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bAve Deter sem Mte WAyajy luim i^ffptd tm i mt ,flii 

f o«sibiUtgr of ber posaetting the yeveii telftleA in th« 
NaFrative, bat '' faet9 ave atnbbef i^ thiima»" and* the iut 
flu^nce of opinions, foiinded npoA mefft theory, oaniMiyt 
nUimfltely pteyail agaip«t them, ho^evec they na]^ be 
obscucedl for a tine &ojn pnbHo viem. . Reaattn and 
truth are often orerwbdiiBed bjf pMJndi^e,- ^1 /' mm 
pndet. physioum, id est,, specolatorem, iremttojremqpe 
natpirap ab animis consnetnidiM tailMltto gietere is8r 
timoniuw. veritatis ?" From. the. earliest tfanea tbniocies 
have existed^ which have ftirm^d the basis, ol tlveiH^lMlA- 
sophy of that parlioular q^ra ; these haye. been mxf^inpg' 
ed for e^ers as soon aa tlieir fqtiUty^ was ^jfimA* 
end even those of the present ds^ viiLpesa e9ni|r.«iir 
lesa they tiave their ifo nnd a tt t m . i^^ eKiyxjiiMiwt i|fid 
fact. . ,. . 

. I slmli^ pass over the observations olJ4x< Qoic|f>„ ^f^PJk 
the mgenions mode in which he sappofli^^t l^i^wible 
imposition might be practised by Miss M^Avoy, with the 
Simple remark that he shonUI have tolssn; cf^i^ jtQ l^e 
had a better foundi^tion. for: bi^ assertiQiis, .^{ore.he 
implicated her friends, and her mfiiml attejndmi)^. aft 
aaxiliariea in the deception- I have tolcen all the gains 
in my pow^r to investigate her own condnctaRd th^ of 
her friends,^ daring a period of more than, threes je9TSj 
and I am perfectly convinced no ing^osition either ex- 
isted or was attempted. Her mother, Mrs* Hi^h^ is 
a woman of a commanicative disposition^ not r^neA ii^ 
her habits, bat indastrious and oivil, nniess. wheii,rac^.d 
into warmth of expression and feeling by anqi cqndnat 
which gave pain or uneasinesys to her dw|phW<? dt 
there be one woman less adapted than another to qfort^ 
on imposition in a case of tills natare, I thinly Mrs* 
Hughes woiild be the pexton, I shwWL p<Anti^ . The 
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irtd to mimy^mmfpt itt tepMiliM. fite Amis imd aevwal 
cUMren by «*». HofhM, me <of whMi 4ted IMely^ 
Atym tbe effMfte of pMm d h w wM ; one w1m» k riok^Uy I 
&iroiberofacratattqptfveMHt;aiii imomh^ ar^te IoIa* 
r^Mjr pfHi )iMl€ii»^^nt Htfe «f « sMMnoos AMhem. They 
are vetyyewfr^, iiitd i«q«ilm the icere ttf tlwir motl^ei^ 
and 8li% appMiirs to iMte idtorAed 11 1o 4he dimeat of 
fUBT power ; t«t #» Mperioir eofRerrings ol < tMur elde4 
dangttter may "bate ivftttettoedher to pay thia dmigfater 
an ettfaordttraryiAe^rM of aftettttoii, wbioh baagjMM^ 
timed stibjecfed ' Wfff to «ve diapleasnue of faer husband. 
Frotn the otaervalkmft I have madey tt Bftp^saa to me 
tfr. ffughes Mi jhririta«ed ty tbe fveffwat viiiits of straw- 
gers to his hotise, and many "oC tiuoae oomforts, whioh 
a qntet -home allbvdad, wero at tkoae times denied to 
him ; andtO'have pttt m stop to ibem, ke would gladly 
have tiscoir^red' iMpmitloo ft it raally ejiisled. After 
the WarertrMteeetittg'li^ io^ a ^reat deal.oC trouble 
bo<h'iepffratety and in eonjnnotsKMi mth his wifet to dJf* 
cover any trait indicattve cf d»ceptioo in his step dangh- 
ter/bnttfaes^ repeated trials «nly eonfifoied Urn in tlie 
convietion of faer lnte||rity. Tiitaevidenoe from astsp 
IMhep'wiH prAhably be es^semed stnmfer by the world 
in general, than if it had been given by her own father, 
who might be supposed to have been influenced by his 
pirternsir feelings, in not makiag so^atci^ an enqiiiry. 
In tttis'case I have not been able to dMcewfi tkpf objei:^t 
Kiss Iff^ Avoy 'OF her^fsiends ooold iiave in practising 
Imposifieto npon 1mt nwdioaL attendants, and upon the 
puHKo. Her opponents,: indeftd^ Ihave asserted, tliat 
Htks M^Atey #r her mmlherr lias mceived . money in 
^eottrtderaWe' snme, and that this was a principal aim^ln 
theirfmission of €«rangecs4# visit Jmr;. but.ifewn this 
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were tbeem/tfltboiigh it might throw ftwpieNsi .n»<m 
her motives, it yet could not do awiiy wHh th« strong; 
evidence of her bHodaow, or rf her hmwiag pO CT t o n w d 
peculiar powew- If my i»foiiil«Hon, however, be eer* 
rect, they cao produce no witness in support of tlttir 
assertion} Is H to be bellied, they would not have 
long ago declared the particular instances of mm^ 
having been given, if the assertion were founded in &ct? 
I have the authority of tho parties to say, they never 
have received money, and lebaUenge the tradocersof 
Miss M'Avoy's fome to the proof. This assertion has 
most probably originated in the soppositioo, it might 
be so ; by 1>eing bandied about fr<HB one to another, 
it has at last assumed a positive form, and were it to 
be retraced to iU source, it would b^ found to have as 
much truth in it as m the old story of the black orows. 
The account I have given in the qonttinuation pf the 
Ifarrative, of some piMes of silver whiQh were lefl in 
the hands of the Rev. Mr« Viaoeot Glover, by Lord 
Lilford, for tl» avowed purpose of purehosing fruit 
ior Miss M^Avoy, and which were returned to his 
Lordship, is the only exception ; bu| Miss &rAvoy's 
refusal to receive. the money, and her, oonduet upon 
that occasion are perfectly satisfactory php had neither 
taken money before, nor was it her intention toi:^taui 
. it at this time. 

The presents received l>y the parties at diflSBrent times, 
have been excessively magnified; but I briieve they 
may t>e all comprised in half a pound of te^ fyouk Mr. 
Egerton Smith, the editor of the Mercury ; a few battles 
of wine brought .by Mrs, Pentland, for. Mrs. Hughesis 
own use, who was niear her confinement,; seme game 
from Mr. Blundell, of Ince ; and a Bttle fruit Irpm o^e 
0T two other persons who visited Ji^r. 



lb» sttn^ioa ^i ltfii.pf.tbii parties fe Umi of iMdWoii^ 
Tbeir iaeonie is imtber more tkao £200 per annqiD, m 
eoAcieot competeaoe for every retiooal parpose; aad it 
will at leafft afford tbe oomforto to a fawily living Ui 
Itelr fettsed .wa^, if it do aot allow of the Ittzoriesof 
life. lodependent of this looooaie, Mies M^Avoy luf 
aboQt^SO* 

The testimony of h^ friends, who had the most jGcof* 

quent opportnaities of stadying her temper, is highly 

in her fiMrpnr ; they speak of her mildness of manner; 

. the goodness of her disposition ; her strict adherenoe to 

troth y and her attenjUcm to her reUgioos daties* 

The Rev. Edward Glover, hejr former confessor, who 
.is a mild, a resqpeotable, a conscientioiis, and. a sensible 
n^f^9 gi^es his sanction to.her. possession of all the qna- 
lUles above enomerated, and. his evidence is a host in 
:ii£;elf. Be has observed to me that the friendship Bb» 
always expressed for himf the confidence placed in him, 
the gratitode she felt for his religions instruction, a^ j 
the sincerity with which, under her awAd situation, she 
conversed with him, when preparing her to appear be- 
fore the God of truth, must place any suqiicion of 
fraud beyoud the possible range of human delinquenoji. 

She has nearly attained her twentieth year, has had 
Utlale communication with the world, prqvions to the 
diaiCOvery of her peculiar powers, and possessed of a 
eharaeter, which those friends, who know her best, have 
C^yen, and ta which I can testify, by my ownexperl- 
asce of the general tenor of her conduct since I hsLvjB 
JoDKiwn < her^ it is not lil&ely she would attempt imposi4 
tion; but if she had done so, I think it would have bec^a 
MjAl more extraordinary if I and others, who havo mosfc 
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* I have «icri^6 tedqMr^ also Mfto iMr^teirttolM, ff ft may 
(fleiBM the Almighty tb resltcyire her t6 ^health, toA 
Mm itfbf ms me it has ^A^rays 'been her *#ish to t>ecottie 
a Nan ; bnt her mother will not consent to this plan^ 
until she arrive at the ajg^e of twenty*foar years, when 
ifhb #01 yi^d to Iter wiAes, if her datrghter ^ffl con- 
ticMe in the Saikie minid. If she teeov^r^ mnd tftlaiii 
^QA age, (Adidlls me ft Is her fntentioki iMR to pnrsne 
ihh fUnn. Some of lier bppoiients Irare Imaged a de« 
sign connected with her rtlligtons Ikith, wnA thatt Iter 
peculiar powers were only assumed for miracnlons pur- 
poses; and this intended designation of her life might 
appear a confirmation of tifis opinion, Imt I am conft- 
'tfefnft 'no sncti intention was ever contemplated by her* 
nelf or 'her friends, lind fhat the idea tft becoming « 
Knn origitlated )n fhe innocent wish of a calm and 
resigned mind for a quiet and retired tlfe. 

Let any one look at ffals poor girl, labouring undera 
most teraienthig ^sease, which has prerented her from 
lying down for more than two years, in an horizontal po- 
sition ; who, for Ihe -same period, has notlinown the com» 
fort of a bed, or of uudressing herself, but for the purpose 
of cleanliness, aiBicted with a severe and constant head-r 
ache, with a tumonr in the side, so painful that the least 
pressure distressed her for hours, with anasarcous swelli> 
lugs in her legs, which frequently required scarification^, 
to be made, to give her temporary relief, ivith occasional 
oppression, and frequent catchtng in the breaUbnttg, 'a 
convulsive motion of the diaphragm, and^with the tflmost 
constant dread of dissolution. Letter opponents say that 
' a female of her general character, and a9tcte4 in so sori- - 
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•nta mannmr, oan dMetre, and I will not liMiiate to dMUm 
those breasts callous to the common feelings of humanity^ 
which can hazard sach a snspicion : to attempt argament 
with men of this deseriptton, would be ftitile in the ex- 
treme, and no one, whose motives are goody and ha* 
aoarable, will envy them their feelings. 



UPON 

Tke PAMPHLET of Mr. JoMeph SandarM, 

EntitM 

« HINTS TO CREDULITY r 

Upon the Letters and Observations of Mr. EoxftTOH Smith, and other 
Unbelievers in Okt Foyers possessed by Miss M«AYor, and in the Fact 
ef her Blindness. * 



▼ T HEN assertions are positirely made, and seeming 
proofs brought forward by persons of presumed respecta* 
bility, it is diflBculty however erroneous they may be, to 
refute them. It is a duty I owe to Miss M* Avoy, to those 
who have witnessed her powers, and to myself, not to al- 
low them to pass current, without a full and fair exami-* 
nation. The boldness with which they have been ad- 
vanced, and the pains which have been talcen to promul- 
gate them, have given them a position in public opinion, 
which truth does not always attain, without these adven- 
titious aids. I am well aware it is an arduous task, to 
convince men, who are prejudiced before they enter into 
the investigation of any doubtful fact ; nor will they al« 
ways allow themselves to be wrong, when they have in- 
vestigated it. In the progress of their examination, this 
prejudice often biasses their judgement, so as to obscure 
the truth. It is a weakness to which human nature is 
too often liable; therefore, I do not wonder it should ex- 
ist in this very peculiar case, and that doubts of the fact 
should have arisen, but 1 do not regret it, as it has ^ytn 
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me an opportanity of re-considering the grounds upon 
which I formed my opinion of Miss M^Avoy's blindness 
It is certainly less detrimental to the interests of science, 
that sceptical should prevail over eredalous opinioa; bat 
it may be carried too far, when it endeavonrd to do away 
with the evidence of the senses in cool and dispassionate 
inquiry. If Miss M' A voy be blind, whieh the preceding 
inquiry attempts to prove^^ the possession of the powers 
ascril>ed to her, must be allowed, and it will become a 
subject of importance in the Philosophicaltvorld, as well 
from its con^nexionwith the theory of vision* 9i3:i3rltb the 
physiology of the varied powers of touch; 

I have been led into the above remarks by the very 
great pains which have been talcen to bear down every 
proof favourable to Miss M^Avoy; and by the f^gt- 
tial manner in whieh some of her opponents have eom* 
mented ou the facts in the Narrative. Mr* Sands^rs^and 
Mr. Egerton Smith, have taken the lead, in end^aixaur* 
ingto influence the public agidnst Miss M^Avcfy ; the first 
in a pamphlet, entitled *^ Hints to Credulity," and the lat- 
ter, in detached pieces,, some of them under bm owajug* 
nature, addressed to me, and not a few which ducef^usmjf 
mous, but which are supposed to have emanated from the 
same persevering source. Had the public not given » 
sort of sanction to the reception of the positive assertions 
of these gentlemen, involving the charge of imposition 
on the part of Miss M'Avoy, I should not have thought 
it necessary to have noticed either the pamphlet of Mr. 
Sandars, or the letters of Mr. E. Smith ; as the former 
seemed to have been compiled partly under the influence 
of some petty feelings excited by Mr. Hqghes, imii|a^ty 
letter addressed to Mr. Sandars, and against; met^lor a re- 
tort made to him, for a paragraph in his letter to Mr. 
Hughes, in which my name was implicated.. 
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Mr. Saiith's letters and remarkt^ one would tbiak» were 
Intended to do away with the impression made by his 
letters on this sabject, in which were introduced some 
experiments convincing to every one hot himself. As a 
pamphlet has a more imposing appearance than a letter, 
I shall give Mr. Bandars the precedence* and enter upon 
the examination ofhis proofs of MissM^Avoyseeing. Asmy 
remarks npon his pamphlet commence with the first page* 
and as I have no other wkh in criticising his opinions^ 
than for the purpose of elucidating the truth, I hope my 
readers will, at the time, refer occasionally to the pamph- 
let itself; or, if it cannot be easily obteined, to the Exa-i 
miner of the Day, a London weekly paper, the Editor of 
whlctiy his detailed almost verbatim, the contents of Mr. 
Sandars's pamphlet, as well as the letters of Mr Goagh> 
and some other writers upon this subject ; and to the Liver- 
pool Mi»rcu[ry^ for the letters of Mr. Smith and others. In 
the first page of his pamphlet, Mr. Sandars assigns the rea* 
son for intruding himself upon the pnUlc, as depending 
upon the publieatioo of Mr. Hughes's letter, and his 
answer te it . He charges Mr. Hughes with having com^ 
mitted a breach of good manners, in giving it to me, for 
piAlieatlon, as the communication was strictly private ; 
«iid he assumes to himself a right, which under certain 
eircdl6istances, migtit be his due, bnt which in this parti- 
^idar instance it would have been folly to have allowed 
bim, because Mr. Sandars had pursued ii line of conduct 
ISO totally deficient in respect to Mr. Hughes, that he had 
clearly deprived himself of the privilege the common 
asage of society would have otherwise afforded him. 

The irimple charge, as Mr. Sandars has elegantly ex* 
pressed it, *^ Iterf fi&wr daughter-in-law can see^ and thtU 
§00^ wtth her eges ; aye, and as leeS, or better them I 

»," would act have been of much importence, as it was 
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very evident to the peiisoi^i pregent at tli# only examim- 
tion of which Mr. Sandars had an opportiinity of jndg- 
ing, that he coold not draw any ju«t conelasioo from 
Ws means of observation. Mr. Sandars, on the pnblio 
Exchange, in every company with which be associated, 
and to every person who would listen to him, declared, 
he had detected Miss MAvoy as an impostor. Had Mr. 
Hughes silently acquiesced in this charge of Mr. San- 
dars, the public would have concluded it to be true; but 
being convinced, as he was,of her Windness,it was na- 
tural he should rebut it : and, if he did so, with a degree 
of asperity displeasing to Mr, Sandars, he might have ex- 
cused it, from its similarity with the conduct Mr. San- 
dars pursued during the examination he made into- the 
merits of this case, on the 24th of September, 1817. 

Mr Sandars asserts, in the case of Miss M'Avoy, " that 
blindness has been assumed, declared and believed, that 
hundreds have flocked to see her ; arid under the admi- 
nistration of regular attendants, experiments have been 
performed, in the most careless and unsatisfactory man- 
tier : as the Narrative is very dear in price, and not dis- 
tinguished for delicacy in its details, the circulation may 
possibly not be very extensive, it will therefore be pro- 
per to give to the uninformed some abcount of the. Lady, 
and of the extraordinary powers with which she is said 
to be endowed." From this paragraph, the natural in- 
ference to be drawn, is, that a regular system was adopt- 
ed in the examinations; but Mr. Sandars, if he had made 
any proper inquiry into the subject, must have known 
this was not the case. The true statement is, that hun- 
dreds of persons visited Miss M^Avoy, made their own 
observations and experiments (often when, no one con- 
nected with her was present,) and gave their own re- 
port of them. I was frequently applied to, to m«et pai« 
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tiealar |Murti«8, nxA my gooil nMofe often prevailed over 
my coQveQieace» to cotuent to the application; but» 
earety this oonaeiit should not be assigned as a reason for 
drawing the conclusion Mr. Sandars has done. The 
cbarge of carelessness in malcing the experiments must 
apply to every one who did make them» and probably to 
no one with greater force than ta himself, as it is clear 
from the information of Dr. Jardine and others, that Mr* 
Sandars's experiments were hasty and inconclusive. 

. When I recapitulate the principal experiments which 
were made by the Rev. Thomas Glover and myself, I 
think 1 shall be able to convince the public of their truth; 
and that no better plan could have been adopted^ to se- 
cure the eyes from the impression of the rays of light, if 
sight existed, and that in the mods of conducting the 
experiments, the cbarge of carelessness was improper 
and indecorous. 

If Mr. Sandars meant to put a stop to all enquiry, ho 
could not have devised a better mode than the one he 
has adopted, of charging me with indelicacy in the de- 
tail of her case ; but^I am not aware of meriting so foul 
an attack, because I have related nothing, but what, in 
the report of a very curious medical case, it was necessary 
to mention for the satisfaction of medical readers.'li^ 



• Thift charge certainly had nothing to do with the <9um itself, nor with the 
proofs of Miss M« Avoy's blindness, or the contrary ; and I think Mr. San- 
dars, in liis cooler moments, will perceive the impropriety of having made it* 
as he is not a medical man, and coQld not therefofe be supposed acqii«|]|ted 
with the mode of detailing medical cases* 

I kiMMr ftlittlemare of Mr. Sandars no^tlutnat the time ofpuhHshiiig the 
Kotrative ; and that knowledge will not allow me to suppose he had the 
least wish of injuring me personally; although he must be sensible no charge 
could be brooght against a professional man, of a more injurious tendency, 
ttnthstofiiidellcacyi nor would I idUiqgiy think Mr. Sendu* had done it 



H3 

Had Mr. Sndara whdMid to enqaim into tbm fiiot of 
herbliDdnewor Ae dOntrafy, fao should iMnre mardialled 
the proofs on oaoh aide with oqnal cMdoor; but bis 
pamphtet k evMentiy written more wHk the intention of 
iBflneBOingr the pnblio opinten than of ehicidating the 
troth; For sererid pages he eaiploya himself in q«o«ag, 
partiaiiy, sentences^ and be then oomuients npoa them 
in suDh a manner, as to throw ridicole npon that part 
of the narrative, in which am contained oiroamstnnoes 
not easily to be explained, if Miss M«Avoy had the most 
perfect vision. He has however, given her credit for 
iome knowled^ of tbe specific gravities of bodies, and he 



«t the suggestion of any professional man, wbo might take this mode of assail- 
ing me, when he would not have dared to do it more openly. Mr. S. might 
probably be induced to make the charge by the wish to promote the dinemi- 
nation of has hfaiis, and to det«rl€rate the sale of the narrative;«it,if his pamph- 
let were only read, the evidence in favour of Miss M'Avoy would be soon 
forgotten, and these supposed proofs would have been substituted ftr the ^ts 
in the narrative ; and the public, not knowing the real truth, might be induced, 
ftwn this cause, to take a decided part with her opponents. Whether the one 
or the other supposition be eorrect or not, can signify veiy Httie now, $» the 
charge has been made, and its efl^cts upon the minds of the pubUc may 
have taken root. Whether true or ftlse, its dissemination may have cast 
odium upon me; for it has been somewhere sidd that a lie of a A>itniglkl's 
standing IS as good as truth, tor the purpose of defiuning the good nmne of 
any individual. If the great body of mankind thought andjudgwi for them- 
selves, they would not so easily be induced to listen to the reporter of a tale 
ofdetraction, orofiU-nature. Such conduct too often occurs, but as &r as 
concerns this charge, I am not conscious of having deserved it, ftr 1 have 
related nothing but what was necessary to the elucidation of a very curious 
tase; and this relation ought not thereftnre to have given oflfence to any wcB- 
informed female, as ft could not have been esteemed an infringement upon 
'ttut delicaey ; bat where fUse delicacy and unjust pwjudice are substituted, 
it wffl be proper to eradicate them from a soil where it may be doubted if they 
areever me attendants upon real modesty and decOTUM. Mttntaighe has said, 
« Nous nesommes que c«enuiai«, ia «eMn»mt toett8ca|Mrte,et taiasMa la 
substance deschoses; nous nons tenons a»x bim«*ea <t ahtodonnfliis Ic te«c 
.ct le corps. Nous avons appris aux danaes de rougir, oyaats sademenl aoM- 
mer ce qa'eUes ne craignent aucunement a faiie t nous b'oeons appdlar adraict 
no6membre8,et necra%naiw pas deles empkgwttouta wrtededehattdie; la 
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has inftiimated that infoniiatioii mi^t have been convey- 
td to her, how to ilistingoish the bearier and lighter 
fluids. This insinnatioD is unworthy 6t Mr. Sandarg. 
The acoooBt he gimi of the transaction of the 24th of 
Septemb«r, 1817, when he visited Miss M*Aroy, is so 
very different from that ^iven by Dr. Jardine, Mr. Tho- 
nas» and others, who were present, that If I had really 
impeached the veracity irf Mr. Sandars^s relation, 1 
should have been borne out by the testimony of those gen- 
tlemen. Dr. Jardine informed me, when Mr. Sandars 
tiad the goggles over his face, he could not see any thing 
ontil be raised his chin upwards, and worlced repeatedly 
the Bdiisoles of his face, in a very distorted manner, which 
at last enabled him to see, so as to name the time of the 
day by holding a watcb highly elevated, close to, and be- 



eeremonie nous deffend d^exprimer par ]i«rol» ks cfaoKs Udtea «t natureUeii 
et nous Ten croyons: la raison nous deffend de n*en jQure poijit d*iUidte9 et 
mauvalses, et personne ne Ten croit." 

I should have passed over this remark of Mr. Sandars without notice, had 
not some of my friends told me the insinuation bad gone abroad ; it had been 
disseminated from party to party ; and that some professional men, instead of 
rebutting the charge> had joined in the censure with those Undiseriminatihg 
persons who do not consider that the habit of assenting to every thing they hear 
is dangerous and slippery. (<( Ilia consuetudoassentiendi periculosa esse videtur 
el hjtbrica.**) They ought, iad«d, to be caudous how they listen to tales 
of detraction, lest they subject themselves to be classed with the people Madame 
de Genlls has thus described, '^ Dans la societe les satires les plus songlantes 
sent feites communlmen| non par les gens malins mais par les sots et les etour- 
difi.** 

I wish the facts of this curious case to be generally known and duly appreci« 
ated, and I have probably subjected myself to the charge of pedantry, by cover* 
ing more carefully in a latin garb, those unavoidable sentences which have cal- 
led forth this discussion, rather than prevent the most fastidious person from 
reading the continuation of the case of Miss M'Avoy. I trust also, that 
the candid, liberal and truly delicate fonude wil^do me the justice to be- 
lieve, that in detailing this case I merely followed the customary mode adopted 
by medical writers, and ought not, therefore, to have been chatged with offend- 
ing against those rules of propriety, which should influence every man. 



144 



tween the window and his face, with his head turned 
backwards ! I do not wonder at the goggles not fitting 
Mr. Sandars, so well as Miss M-Avoy, because his nostf 
is particularly prominent, and they were adapted exact- 
ly to Miss M^Avoy's, not to Mr. Sandars's face. 

Mr. Sandars acknowledges (he goggles were once 
fixed on» in so tight and oppressive a manner, that he 
could not breathe through the nostrils: but he allowed be 
was completely blindfolded ! Might it not therefore be 
probable that they did blindfold the person to whose face 
they were exactly fitted, without producing great uneasi- 
ness.^ Certainly, the eyes of the great majority who tried 
them were blindfolded by the same means. The asser- 
tion he makes, that Miss M^Avoy's hands are decidedly 
coarse, can only be believed by those who hare not ex- 
amined them. She has seldom been employed in any 
work about the house, likely to harden them, and I have 
observed them more particularly, when her fingers were 
obliged' to be covered, from their tenderness, after she 
had been engaged in getting up her small linen. 

Mr. Sandars lays great stress upon her assertion res- 
pecting the breath, the efiect of which I have already 
. explained ; and in observing the absurdity of the opinion, 
he might have had the candour to have supposed it 
originated from the nature of her feelings, which were 
not understood by herself, her medical attendants, or 
the intelligent men who visited her. He objects to the 
use of common sticking plaister as a mode of blindfold- 
ing any person, because, he says, it is of a harsh and 
inflexible quality ; yet this sort of plaister is used to draw 
the lips of a wound together, where It is wished to pre- 
vent a mark from being visible, and it adhered so closely 
in the different experiments, as to draw the skin after It, 
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as it was removed from sarrounding tbe eyes of Miw 
M'Avoy. His objeption to the u^e of Bariraody pitch 
plaister, is conveyed in an insinuation against Mr.. The* 
mas, who applied it ^' at tbe kitchen fire," but he does 
not add the words " they (alluding to these plaisters) ad- 
hered as closely as possible/' which concludes the sen- 
tence ; nor the following : '^ the silk handkerchief was 
firmly boupd over them." The result of the experiments 
made on this day, the 2d of July, in the presence of Mr. 
M'Corquodale, was not mentioned, nor the additional 
circumstance, that the skin was excoriated, by the appli* 
plication of the Burgundy pitch plaister around the eyes; 
a sufficient proof, one would imagine, of its perfect ad- 
hesion to the skin. 

Mr. Sandars gives another proof of the eagerness with 
which he seeks any information, however incorrect, and 
details it against Miss M'Avoy, when he asserts it was 
common to use the same tests very often, and that they 
were kept in the house. The fact is, the parties who visited 
her, frequently produced their own tests, a shawl of 
variegated colours, a glove, a riband, a ring,. a seal, or a 
watch, were sufficient in the hands of any visitor, for the 
test required. Those belonging to the house were very 
rarely used by me: it also very seldom happened that 
the coverings of .gold beaters skin were used twice. I 
generally brought fresh pieces, when requested to meet 
any party, and the persons present were almost uniformly 
satisfied the application was made properly, and adhered 
as closely as any thing could adhere. Those made use 
of, when Mr. Sandars was present, were old pieces I had 
employed before, and which had lost their adhesive qua- 
lity. He lays great stress upon her eyes being cast down- 
wards. It is probable he observed the eye-lid only par- 
tially covering the eye-ball, for if the pyc^lid were closed 

T 
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properly, he certainly conld not have seen the eye east 
downward; therefore the experiment was only commenc- 
ing: but, if he had been ie» hasty, he might have seen that 
the pa pit did not follow the downward motion of the head, 
tmt remained stationary, or nearly so, as when sitting np 
erect. iThe reason of this gold beaters skin not closely ad- 
hering, was owing to its having (from beiftg used before) 
lost its glutinous quality, which forms the principle of its^ 
adhesion. The assertion of her seeing is mere soppo- 
«ieo^n.* 

In page S2 of his pamphlet, Mr. 8. doubts the efficiency 
of the goggles, gold beater's skin, and silk ; but in a 
note in page 31, he admits " that if the eye-lids be kept 
firmly and honestly closed, while the skin is drying, 
they cannot, by any effort of the muscles be opened 
afterwards, but who will believe the stories abont the 
difficulty of opening the eyes when the goldbeater's skin 
is taken off? this is a mere trick, experiment wHl prove 
it most satisfactorily. It does not require any applica- 
tion to the eyes, to convince a person he can see, when 
a bye-stander thinks his eyes are shut; of course the 
deception may be practised with greater or less facility 
in proportion to the numberand nature of the bandages.'* 
The eridence of the persons who visited Miss ]Vf*Avoy 
when these applications were employed, should hare 
been sufficient to convince any unprejudiced man, fbat 
this mode of blindfolding was effectual. The eyes 
were often examined with the greatest circumspection 
when the first covering was applied, through which the 
eye-lids appeared completely closed: they were exa- 
mined again upon the application of the second layer. 



• Can it l)e possible, that^tny serkms €oqperiBieiitiiliBt would dedfire, -ficnm 
a tiiigl«e examination, upon such douWM grounds, Miss M^Avoj could see? 
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They were ailoived tq dry, and whoever attentively ob- 
served them during the whole, or any part of the exa- 
nrinatioB, I am confident never saw the eye balls of Miss 
M'Avoymove so as to derange the application. When 
they were taken off, the skin all around the eyes was 
drawn up with the gold beater's skin. The glutinous 
matter of the goldbeater's skin, by insinuating itself be- 
tween the eye-lidS) causes them to adhere to each other, 
and it is assuredly true it did occur whenever fresh pieces 
were applied to Miss M^Avoy's eyes, so as frequently to 
ofol%e me to make use of warm water to soften before 
she could open them.'^ Mr. S. now talks of deception, 
but how has he proved it in Miss M'Avoy, her immediate 
friends, or her supporters.? it is mere assertion on bis 
part, founded on the meanest principle of tj^e human 
mind, suspicion, more degrading to the liberal and in- 
dependant man, than it may be useful to the selfish and 
worldly minded. Indeed, the tenor of a great portion 
of Mr. Sandars's pamphlet is to place every circumstance 
in the most suspicious light, and hints are thrown out 
which have a strong tendency to effect this purpose. Of 
this nature is the following remark, " It was then pro- 
posed that a piece of silk should be added to the gold- 
beaters skin, to which I did not object, till, on enquiry, 
I found that the silk Miss M*Avoy used was in Dr. 
Eenwick's possession: I then refused to have any 
other.*^ What Mr. Sandar's meant to infer from this 



* Bach of the modes adopted have been tried upon other individuals, and 
have far the most part e^Rectually blindfolded them, and more particularly, ii 
their features were similar to those of Miss M'Avoy. If her opponents will not 
believe a fact which is notorious, because it does not coincide with their own 
opinion, it will be of little avail to reason with them; but it must plainly ap- 
pear to every unbiassed mind, that their obstinacy upon this point, has been 
carried so far, as to reach the border of absurdity ; for what can be more absurd, 
than to say a person cannot be blindfcrfded by the diflferent means I have .em- 
ployed? !!( 
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paragraph, I cannot exactly point oat, bot it is proba- 
bly that sort of insinuation which a man, who argaes 
from weak premises, but who is anxious to obtain his 
point, will sometimes hazard, eren at the expence of his 
credit. I must imagine it had some reference to his 
suspicion of imposition against Miss M^Aroy and her 
friends, for he must be well aware no charge of this 
kind could attach to me, and it would Iiare been better 
bad he abstained from such remarks. 

Mr. S. avails himself of any typographical or other 
errors, which a few of the first copies of the Narrative 
contained, and he sometimes plays upon my words in a 
very amusing manner, although he afterwards codfesses 
he understood my meaning by explaining it. *' Vag^e* 
ness of assertion, he says, and impatience of scrutioy 
characterize the whole conduct of unbelievers.'' If 
this were not the mere parade of self consequence, and 
of assertion, it might be retorted with more truth, upon at 
least one of the unbelievers, as I am obliged to call them» 
for on the 24th of September, Mr. Sandars's scrutiny was 
not received as a proof of his patience, and vagueness of 
assertion, might with more propriety have been supposed 
on his part. 

Mr. S. should have taken the Rev. Thomas Glover's 
word, when he says, *' having completely blindfolded 
Iter," at least if he did not do so, he should -have hesitated 
about covering one of his own eyes with the gold-beaters 
skin, and the other with his hand oniy^ cut an eapperi^ 
mental test. 

Dr. Jardine^ allows he said the test was imperfect, 
if the eyes were covered with only one piece of gold bea- 
ters skin and silk or crape ; but when the goldbeaters 
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skin and velvet were applied over the first ceveriog, 
he could have no doubt that the eyes of Miss M^Avoy 
were blindfolded. If applied properly, and a little time 
allowed for Ihem to dry upon the closed eye-lids, as I 
have said before, either one or two fresh pieces of gold* 
beaters skin, will be equally sniBeient. 

In page 31, Mr. Sandars takes an opportunity of say- 
ing that 'f from the omission of particulars so important 
when he was present, it was natural to conclude that 
there might'be others of considerable consequence ; and 
having heard a detail of the experiments at Wavertree, 
somewhat different from that given by Dr. Renwicfc, I 
applied to Dr. Trail, who had been present. '^ Mr. San- 
dars, in this, as well as in many other instances, appears 
to wish to impeach my evidence, but such an attempt will 
not avail him with the public. In the Narrative, page 
23, 1 have observed, '< Dr. Jardine took notes of the ex- 
periments upon this occasion, and I shall recapitulate 
from his memoranda.*^ Mr. Sandars, should not, there-' 
fore, have pointed me out as having detailed experiments 
differently from what other gentlemen had related, but 
have alluded to Dr. Jardine, who was appointed to take 
the minutes, and who has, J have not the least doubt, ta-; 
ken them correctly ."* 

\ ' ■ ' ' • 

Dr. Jardine states, 'Mt was remarked that at a little 
difftande there was the appearance of very imperfect 
▼iaion. The pupils contracted upon exposure to can- 
dle light, but more slowly than is usual." Will Mr. 
Sandars give less credit to Dr. Jardine, who took his 
notes upon the spot, than to Dr. Trail, who expressed 

•These minutes were taken in the presence of Dr. Trail, and under lus 
^nspoctiOQ 
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llliiiMlf to Mr. Saodars, that he did n^i think tkeg, al* 
Ittdin^ to tba pupib, were examined with a candle. 
Dr. Trail must be well aware that the note in the twen- 
ty-third page of the Narrative, respecting the eontractton 
and dilatation of the popils, was inserted in conseqaence 
of his observations at the Infirmary gates, wh9n the Nar- 
rative was in the press. Dr. Formby and Mr. Latham's 
names were not mentioned, nor did f kno^ tbey had 
l^ven any opinion npoii this point until Mr Sanders'^ 
pamphlet was published. I am certain a oandle waa 
used for the purpose of examining Mifs M'Avoy'seyes, 
during our vInt at Wavertree. This discussion is how- 
ever of no material importance, except as it shews how 
strongly some of my brethren leaned to the opinion, tb^t 
belmuse tlie pupil contracted and dilated, the eye most 
see. Practical men do not trust to this ^rcumstaaoe 
alone, as a criterion of vision, and if they have imbibed 
it as one of the dogmata of the sdiools, they areobi^ed 
often, in actual practice, to have recourse to other data 
for an explanation. 

Mr. S. observed at the Wavertree meeting that Dr. 
TtaiV9 minuie inspection of thepiecee of coloured cy- 
Undrieal glase^ occasioned him great surprise, as he 
found that each rod was composed of a diff^ereni num^ 
her of reeds connected together^ and he supposed an 
ordinary person, by a very little experience, would 
have been enabled to distinguish them readily, 1^ the 
sense of touch."* Mr. S. declared the young lady must 



• MiM M^Avpy'f monorf is generaUjr vexy good, but Dr. TntU probtbly 
gives her more credit in this instance, than she is entitled to : as the glasses 
were very numerous, it is not very likely she could remember the one fiom the 
fCker; and indeed the very pieces she named one day, were often broken ugaln 
bqfiiretbeyweregiYentoher(niaaother,fQrthepurposeof experiment. Th^ia- 



have been aware of the assistance she derived from this 
circumstance; and I cannot believe (he says) that, had 
she really possessed the extraordinary powers which are 
attribnted to her, she wonid have condescended to bor- 
fow the assistance of snch an aid, the detection of 
which mnst necessarily excite snspicion of her ingenn- 
onsnessy and deprive her testimony of that weight other- 
wise dne io her youth and appoprent simplicity.*^ la 
not Mr. Sandars begging the question when he reasons 
in this manner? 

The aceonnt of the second visit he paid Mlss^ 
M^Avoy, which Dr. Trail has given to Mr. S. is partly 
eelrreet and parfly incorrect. My statement of the 
result of this meeting will be allowed by Dr. Brand- 
retb and Mr. B4ckersteth, who were presenti to have 
Jbeco impartiftlly made. I de^^jMit agree with Dr. 
Trail, from the manner in whidi tlie Peking plaister 
^?eaa«pplied, ttrnt a single ray af light covM have pass- 
ed 4o tiie eye, and I am convinced the repeated applioa- 
tion of the s^ips of sticking plaister, and of the peneiL 
to keep them down, were of no other use but to prodoee 
that degree of agitation which more or less deprived her 
of the power« Mr. Sandars Asserts, in the name of Dr. 
Trail, that be did not remark any particular agitation ! 
When an individual is prejudiced too mneh in fiivonr of 
any particular opinion, it too often takes from him the 
{>ower of judging cc^reeitly; and in Ais instance I think 
Df. Trail mudt have been thus effected, because Miss 
M*Avoy's agitation was very evident to me and to the 
gentlemen above named ; indeed there could not be a 
TOCMre striking; proof given of it than the drops of perspi- 



-SiDii8lfoii Dr. TidH'here thiows out, respecting^ these pieces of glass, and whiq^ 
i Bave awrlsed in italics, would imply something very peculiar in their 
ibnnation : yet, from the manner in which Dr. Trail has pointed them out, it » 
r lie must know the mode in which they were usually made* 
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ration which stood upon her upper lip, and the clammy 
feeling of her skin."* The remark of Mr. Sandars upon 
my imprudence in introducing Dr^ Trail, is one of sa- 
perogation, because Miss M'Avoy had been informed 
the day before, of my intention of introducing Dr. Trail, 
and if this had not been the case Miss M'Aroy would 
soon have recollected him by his voice The hour of 
appointment on the 2d of July, was half- past one o'clock, 
and I did not leave Mr. Hughes's house until half-past 
two, when Dr. Trail had not arrived. Mr. M'Corquo- 
dale and Mr. Thomas, were present, and she went 
through the different trials perfectly to our satisfaction. 

In the continuation of the Narrative there is a detailed 
account of the experiments made on the ISth of Octo- 
ber, which will render it unnecessary to recapitulate 
.them here. How far the friends of Mr. Sandars may 
be influenced by his assertion that I have not given " a 
•plain unvarnished statement of facts" I know not ; but I 
think those whose opinion, upon a point of this nature, 
is worthy of consideration, the impartial and unbiassed 
will not agree with him ; nor will they consider his 
assertion of much weight, when he says the *^ Narrative 
has not been dwelt upon with any inviduous feeling, but 
solely with a view to the examination of the evidence on 
which hangs almost entirely the fame of Miss M^Avoy :" 
for if this were really the case, would it not have been 
the duty of Mr. Sandars to have given a fair, not a 
garbled statement of the facts in the Narrative. It was 



* Dr. Gfltt has made the fbUowing dbflervation in his preface to the Anatomy 
and Physiology of the nervous e78ten^ which in a certain degree wiU appl^ 
here : " iMais il arrive trop souvent que plus on devient savant, plus on s'ecarte 
de Ja simple vd:it5. C'est ce que j'eprouvai. Ma conviction encore tiop Ibi- 
b!e s'ebranloit a mesure que j'acquerois des connoisances, ou plutot, que j'enft 
asdois des prejuges. 
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the inrestigation of the truth opon the whole ease, 
"tiot opoD detached parts, which wae required. If Mr. 
Sandars had beeq guided by a more liberal spirit in hia 
criticism, he would hare received my approbation of 
his intentions, and I should hare supposed he was 
making, as well as myself, an inquiry after the truth, 
although the grounds upon which we sought it, might 
not have been similar. Mr. Sandars asserts that a 
majority of the profession ridicule the whole story; 
but if this were the case, Is it any proof that Miss 
M^Avoy has not possessed the power I have stated ? Is 
it not merely assertion In them to say she can see, when 
they have either not visited her, or have made the slight* 
est examination into the nature of her case? Every 
opportunity has been aflforded, that they might convince 
themselves of the fact of her blindness or the contrary* 
Ought then the spirit of inquiry to be stifled, because a 
few individuals have made a hasty examination into her 
case, when labouring under extreme prejudice againrt 
lier j and the powers she possessed ? Ought not the very 
circumstance of a single failure or two on her part, to 
bave stimulated them to further Inquiry.^ more particu- 
larly when her peculiar powers had been attested by 
numerous individuals of the highest respectability.— » 
l/Tould they have been content in any other case, with 
the momentary examination of Mr. Sandars, as a proof 
cf the person possessing the power of vision. Indeed^^ 
iffhat stronger proof Oould be given of their extreiM 
prejudice against Miss M^Avoy, than the sanction 
^ven to Mn Sanders's pamphlet!^ They have railed 
at th^ true believers, as they call them, for believing 
what they have seen, and they have charged with im« 
poatare a female whose good nature and inoffensira 
manners have t)een peculiarly conspicuQas throqgli: 



all the different ezamiiiattons. Why^ have they dame 
this 7* 

Mr. Sandars asserts ^' that the whole is a gross dela- 
sion," and he founds this assertion npon his own hasty 
examination of Miss M*Avoy; yet, there are many in- 
dividuals of equal consideration with Mr. Sandars, in 
and out of the profession, who' have examined her with 
the strictest scrutiny, and have not observed anything 
like deception in her conduct.t Much stress is laid 

* If it were not fior the mannef in which this hiufaiess has been taken up, 
I omdd not havehdieved that persons of a liberal professioii, instead of cxa^ 
mining mlnutdy into a subject of this nature, wo}ildhaTe taken the^'eo 
dit," of any individual ; when they had the opportunity, by visiting Miss 
M^AYoy, of making their own observations and experiments. Yet this has 
- been the case, and although several of these gentlemen have not seen her, they 
have joined* it is said, in the censure passed upeo me for evodidity, at every 
tea-tabie where the subject was discussed. They have even gone further, and 
have expressed their pity that I should have committed fk^yself, which might 
have the «flbct of injuring my professional business anctreputation. . These 
w^ ne asions have, I am told, been so often repeated, that, if they bante not ad* 
ready they may ultimately injure me, for '< gutta cavat aaxom non vi, 
sed sspe cadendo.** 

I'might indeed have avoided this censure by not having given to the public 
the inforaoation I obtained by an accidental jirofSsaiotial attendance upon this 
curious case; butif IhadomSttedtQdo80,l8hooldhaveftltIlwd.baenguilty 
of a crime of no small magnitude | for no drcumstanne can be more injurious to 
the interest of science, than the withholding of fiu:ts of an extraordinaiypaturE^ 
fenerely ftom theftar of being pointed at, as a credulous man. • Personal fear 

'• of t^copsequ^aosg to my pmfessioaal jeputation, has neyetyet pieventedaM 
from staling what I believed to be true ; and I must own I would rather suifer 

' the censure of illiberal men, than be indebted to them for praise, for *'*• Qam 
eet ilia lans, quae possit e maceUo petL" 

f The oi^nion of the greater number of persons, who visited MissMfAvoyrince 
*tbepqblieali(iDorthe Narrative, has not coincided with that e£. Mr. SMidaia. 
although aemetimtt they had been so far inEuenced by the r^porto against her* 
as to hesitate whether they should visit her or not : the very appearance of Miss 
M<Avoy testified more, in her favour in five minutes examination, than all the 
ffporta had influenced them to her djsadvantagcL Medical men wto had 
.seen her, genenOly speaking, bdieved in her biindnevy and some of thsvit wbq 
had had opportunities of seeing many afflicted with blindness, were astonished 
any practical medical man could doubt it. 
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upon the word <*' agitation/' and Mr. Sandars expresses 
a doubt, if it ever took place, but if it did, be would ra-' 
ther derive it from ^^ the dread of detection," than from 
uny other cause. If I were to Jadge of Mr. Sandars's 
motives, as he judges of those of Miss M'A voy, it woul<f 
be easy ta retort upon him. 

Mr. Sandars aslts the following question : ** Ts it un- 
charitable to say, in this casd, she was completely blind- 
folded, that in the other she Was not ?" The best answer 
to this question will be the asking another. How comes 
it to pass, that in those instances where she was supposed 
to see the object, she was not able to name it ? Her op< 
ponents have, indeed, a decisive mode of answering such 
a question ! Tb^y say immediately, this is cunning on 
her part ! An easy mode of getting over this difficulty, 
but not one that is convincing to those who have mi- 
nutely examined her pretensions. The remainder of 
page 40, respecting her breath, has been explained in a 
former paragraph, and the circumstance of her telling 
the hour through the ^lass of the watch, by simply 
passing her finger over it, was assuredly a fact: one 
of those unvarnished facts, which as Mr. Sandars ob- 
serves, has been found to derange the most elaborate 
theory. 

However absurd Mr. Sandars may esteem it, the fact 
was not less true, that Miss M^Avoy did state the posi- 
tion of four men, one after the other, with her hand up- 
on the window, and her back towards it. My situation 
was a little in advance, but rather on one side, with my 
eyes fixed upon her eyes, watching their every motion. 
The Rev. Thomas Glover first stated a similar fact, ani 
I naust own 1 was fully as sceptical, as Mr. Sandars, un- 



til I was either boand to believe it, or to doabt ike evi^ 
deDce of my senses. 

Mr. S. endeavoars to shew thail she has proved too 
asacb, and asks ** What b the natiure of this agency ? If it 
be the sense of touch, she would be able to read in th9 
dark as well as in the light?'' *^ admitting that her finger 
really can see, light is dedared to be oeoessary; bat 
what is the process of her reading? Her fingers c^nie 
in close contact with the words, she feels them, and mo^t 
effectaally obstructs the light. . If instead of toocbing the 
words, she held her fingers at a snfioient distance to ad« 
mit the light, then the theory would be supported by one 
of the laws of vision." The light is not obstructed by pass- 
ing the fingers over the letters; they move from -letter to 
letter ; light falls qpon them ; and might not therefore the 
form of the letter or word be impinged upon the points 
pf the fingers, as it would be impinged upon the retina, in 
case the eye were concerned ? It has been proved by se- 
veral, but by no one more pointedly than Mr. Egerton 
^mitb, that she has read and named colours in a light 
wber^ he, and probably no other person could read. I 
have not j^nowp her read or name colours, where light 
was completely obstructed, but there are many prooSi 
pf her naming colours, reading, Ac. in situations where 
sight could have no influence. Mr. S. says, ^* if she 
does not distinguish colours by vision, she must by the 
sentse of touch ; but what evidence has been aflforded that 
she possesses any superior acqteness in this perception?'' 
Is this the case that no proof has been given of the ek^ 
guisite delicacy of her touch? How does Mr. Sandars 
account for her distinction of glass from the harder stones^ 
or these from composition? It must be feeling, or some- 
thing analogous to it, or might it be owing, as the Rev* 
|)dward Stanley has ingeniously sapposed^ to the in* 
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floenee of ealorie, which M bodW oonteio in a greater 
^r leas degree f* 



Mr. S. allows that superior aoateness in the other i 
nay oecar, in indtTidoals deprived of sights bnt ^* the in* 
ference (he says,) is loose and onfoanded. Their in* 
creased seasiMNty of tonoh was the growth of years, and 
the resalt of habit; tiieir fingers had been put to school, 
and by the assktanoe of the mind, became learned; 
yet, they were deadly ignosant in comparison of Miss 
M^Avoy's." In the instances mentioned, in the preface 
to the Narrative ; and noticed by Mr. Sanders in page 43 
of his pamphlet, it -does not appear that their increased , 
senribility of toach was merely the growth of years, and 
the result of habit. In the ebae of the lady attended by 
9ir Hans Sloane, who was depriyed, by the ravages of the 
small pox, of her sight, hearing, and speech, the senses of 
tench and smell, became so ej:(|uisite, that she could di^* 
tinguish the different coloqrs of silks and flowers, and 
knew when any stranger was in tlie room. This lady 
was affected with oonvolsions, daring, and after the small 
pox, for neafly three quarters of a year ; but ibis peculiar 
sensibility did not result, apparently, from any progres- 
Hjiye attainment. This lady feU severely any suspicion 
pf insincerity and deceit, and if hen she ma4e tbe disco* 
very of any experiment, to asceiiaip it, which she some- 



« I did wish to pubUflh the letter of Mr. Stanley, addressedto me ii{Mm tliii 
mtgect, as it wmM not only have shewn tlie epinioD of a wiisi^ 
' nor seen miss M«AToy, but weuld have gsatified the pubUc with the ingenuity 
«r his ideas. It afibrds, however, another instance of the effecu the positive as- 
MtXttUxoB of her opponents have even made upon this gentleman's mlnd^ whodoea 
BOtwish his letter to be printed under the existing circumstances of ^be case.. I 
must own i regret not having obtained his permission to have ii^s^ed a copy 
1^ it; but to the pufaUc it wiU be of less consequence, as nearly a transcript of It 
jiam been published in TullociL> Philosophical Magasine, soma time aftCf th^ 
Hfinativcranifoaf. 
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Ibws did ad^^idnatally ; it ahray* threw her intO: violent 
cdnvalsions ^ In the instance of Cardinal Albftni, ia- 
deedy the sense of touch was brought to a most exquisite 
atate of rcfiuenent, whether ppogressivelj ornot, oaa 
hfurdly be. ascertained : but bis knowledge of the yerlty 
and peoqiiarities of medals, could o^ly be aitaiped by long 
prai}ticq,.assist0d by the ooinWuing powersof a mind ear- 
mestly applied 4o this peosdiar stodyv Bj^eept the lady 
and Mis4 M'Avoy above mentioned, none of the persons 
alluded to, have been afflicted with disease wbicb acted 
materially pa the aervoua system ; yet^ in thi? case, very 
peculiar f^Sdote were produced, and probably by cer- 
tain impt esaions made upon the t»raii|. 

It is not necessary for me to make any observations 
upon Mr. Sandars's quotation from Voltaire, respepting^ 
prodigies, predictions, and miraculous cures. Voltaire 
was sceptical upon most subjects, an4 be would beve 
been, so upon this, if he bad only read, or heard of the 
case ; but if he bad seen it, as I, and others have done, 
with no motive but for the simple elucidation of the 
truth, he would not have doubted the evidence of his 
own senses, however he might cavil at that of other 
persons. Voltaire, however, was fully sensible that a great 
part of our Icnowledge is founded upon the authority of 
others, and that the philosopher would have little to boast 
of in this respect, if his information were derived only 
from his own researches. 

In pages 68 and 69, are mentioned some circumstancen 
respecting a gentleman of Wavertree, and an account of 

• If thig fact be allowed, wc cannot wonder that Mirt M'Atojt ihould he so 
agitated by suspicions expressed, or by assertionB of impesition positively made, 
sometimes in her hearing, (but often repeated) so as totally to incapacitate her 
fhim givmg proofis of that sensibility of t<mch, which hadl)een at other timit$ 
to conspicuous*' 
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iife experiments. Mr. Sandars regprets he was not per- 
mitted to state names publicly, bat no person could 
doubt to whom his reference alluded, as Mr. Latham's 
name is mentioned early in the hints, and he is the wri- 
ter of the first letter in the appendix to the Narrative. 
Belicacy indeed, towards Mr. Latham, prevented me 
from publishing in the Narrative Mr. Hughes's account 
of his conduct and mode of reasoning on the subject. 
I shall merely state, Mr. Latham never mentioned any , 
suspicious circumstances respecting Miss M*Avoy, until 
after the Wavertree meeting, when the opinion of the 
medical men at that meeting was not in her favour, be? 
cause she failed in many attempts to distinguish colours, 
&c. ks before; but when we consider she had been en- 
gaged from nine o'clock until noon, in describing co- 
lours, reading, &c. to different friends of Mr. Latham, 
one ought not to be surprised she should fail iu a great 
degree, when the medical gentlemen visited her. In his 
letter in the appendix he says he found her out in going 
to Wavertree, in company with several ladies ; yet she 
received visitors under bis sanction, and he allowed the 
medical gentlemen to remain there, at least two hourjj, 
without making one observation, respecting his suspicion 
of imposition; a proof, I think, at this time, he did not be- 
lieve in its'existence ; so strong, indeed, was his convio- 
tlon, flit one time, of Miss M'Avoy's powers, that he was 
eitrem^ly anxious she should take money for the exhibi- 
tion 'of her talents, or if this proposal were not agreeable 
to the family, that she should exhibit for the benefit of the 
"Blind Asylum, at stated limes, if her health would allow 
t>f it. I have reason to think also many of the friends 
vi4io patronise Mr. Latham; would bear me out, if I as- 
'Serted, he not only believed in her powers, previous to 
the visit at Wavertree, but during the very day of our 
Visit, when the Rev. Mr. Xawton, his lady Mrs. Cart* 



wright, the Rev. Mr. Fiiher, liild the Rev. E« Glover^ 
were present 1 might also add, it is more than probable 
he had not altered his sentiments on the Tuesday after 
omr visit, when Mr. Wallcer, at that tfane residitig in the 
village, a man of saperior Inteilectaal acquirements, strict- 
ly examined her, and was astonished at the powers she ex- 
hibited. 

Mr. Latham mast be well aware she told difierent co» 
loured powders, and a reddish tincture, behind her, in the 
presehce of the Rev. E. Gtover. If I am correctly in- 
formed, Mr. Latham knelt down, and pot her handa 
through the back of the chair, on which she sat He 
then placed diiferent colours, as lilac, bright pink, and 
blue, into4hem ; and did not Mr. Latham lay a wager 
With Mr. Glover, she could not do this ? And did not 
Mr. Glover desire bim to pay the wager which he had 
lost? Did not Mr. Latham call upon Mr. Hughes on tlie 
Sunday following the Monday, when the medical gentle* 
men met at Wavertree ? Did he not give the following 
opinion, or words tantamount to it? — ** She cannot read 
in the d&rk, not in a dungeon under ground, but she read 
to me twice, with so small a degree of light that I should 
call it utter darkness." Mr. Hughes says, he compared 
the eyes of Miss M^Avoy to those of a horse, a cat, or a 
dog, which he stated could see, when it was so dark that 
the human species could not see the hand, when put ay 
to the faciu Is Mr. Latham's recollection so bad that h^ 
has forgotten every Aing, in &vour of Mian M*Avoy ; 
oris it wilful forgetfnlness? He certainly found greet 
difficulty in recollecting any of these circumstances, when 
I applied to him for a statement of what he knew ; al* 
though my application was considerably earlier than tbati 
of Mr. Sandars. The account given by Mr. Sanders, and 
detailed by him in pages 69, 60, & 61, of the Hinte te 
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Credulity, has surprised me, as it is so different from thut 
of Miss M'Avoy, Mr. Glover, Mr. Fisher, and even of Mr. 
Latham, during the period of her visit to Wavertree. Mr. 
Latham, in order to give still greater preponderance to 
these assertions, closes his evidence upon this affair, with 
a moral lecture, in his very best stile, if not dictated 
by Mr. Sandars, urging the critical tenure of her life, and 
entreating her to give up her pretensions, because he, 
Mr. Latham, was convinced she could see ; and he was 
confident she evinced no agitation whatever, but was to- 
tally insensible to the charge. I am not surprised at this 
events because I can depend open the simple declaration 
of Miss M'Avoy, that she never heard it: and, if we 
consider how improbable it Is that Mr. Latham could 
descend to give a rude lecture to a helpless female, im- 
mediately under his protection, and almost a stranger to 
bim, without a friend to take her part, I really think it 
i» more probable, Miss M^A^oy is correct, than that Mr. 
Latham has committed so great a solecism in urbanity -and 
politeness. 

Mr. Sandars makes an nnjpstifiable attack upon Miss 
M'Avoy, in stating Mr. Latham's kindness met wi^h a 
most unpardonable return ; when it is well known Miss 
M^Avoy visited htm, not from any wish of her own, but 
at the repeated request of Mr. Latham she was induced 
to comply with it. The oUigation was to Mr. Latham, who 
wished, not to Miss M'Avoy, who complied with his wish. 
Mr. L. attempts to throw all the odium upon Miss M'Avoy 
and her relatives: he has charged them with obligations 
they do not feel they owe him, and he has placed himself 
in a situation, by his conduct upon this occasion, which, 
'^hen truly explahied, will not add to his respectability.'^ 

* Mr. Latham, I am told, boasts much amongst his patients that he was tfaa 
fijrst to ftml Miss M^Avo; out as an impostor : how will he manage when it ap- 

X 
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In the Narrative there is a letter from Mr. Jones, ta 
whom I applied for information, of the circamstances 
which took place at Wavertree, daring Miss M'Avoy'* 
visit, in which he states one fact in her favour, viz. the 
naming (unerringly) the colours of flowers and leaves, 
which he placed in her hands behind her. He qualifies 
this positive fact by the relation of two other experiments, 
in these words ^^ another trial was with a cross-barred 
white and laylock handkerchief, which I presented to 
her, in the same manner. Not being able to describe it 
with that quickness thai characiertHes her usual discri- 
minationy she appeared embarrassed, and expr^sed a 
wish that sufficient time might be allowed ; that, of course, 
was granted : I then took a chair and sat facing her, after 
turningthebandkerchief repeatedly (perhaps for the lapse, 
of teuvminutes) she suddenly exclaimed ^^ I cannot find it 
out ; threw it upon my knee, and turning her eyes davtu^ 
which h^ore were fixed upwards ^ ^nd not covered by 
any bandage, she darted a look at the handkerchiefy took 
it quickly from me, and placing it behind her ^ exclaim- 
ed " I have been too hasty." // was ihen, and not be* 
fore^ thai the colour of the handkerchief was defined,'' 

^^ Mr. Latham having one morning, whilst proaecuting:. 
his experiments, borrowed a book from me, called the 
History of England, wherein was a frontispiece represent^ 
Ipg King Johh, signing Magna Charta, the figures ia 
which were variously coloured, I was given to under* 
stand by him, they were eorreotly described. Havings 
occasion to refer to some part in the book, I went up 
stairs, the same day, and enquiring of a young lady, wh^- 

pears Miss M<Avoy is no Impottor, but that she h«8 been blind fimn the time 
specified to. the present moqient. I have no doubt he will acknowledge the er« 
tar he has committed and honourably pay the wager of a dinner and winc^ 
which had been decided against him upon this point, by twp in^^tftii) Ge»»- 
tJbentf n. Vide Mr. Jkrey's letter iP the Appen^U^ 
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was above with Miss M^Aroy, in tbe rooni) whether she 
knew where the book had been placed, she replied in the 
negative. Miss M*Avoy immediately got up, and went 
directly to the spot where it had i>een placed, by Mr. L. 
without her km^mtedge and singled oat the very identi* 
cal book, that had been placed between four others on 
the chimmey-pieee. IfeeifuUy canmnced thai she had 
received no previous iniimaiionf respecting the ailtuUion 
where the book lay, as Mr. L. declared thai he made no 
mention of iiio any one. This I record, not as a trial, 
but as a circumstance that I was an eye witness to, and 
which afforded me a sufflcient proof, and has ever since 
impressed upon my mind, that she was guided to the 
place hoi hy the sense of touchy hut of vision. I have 
now, Sir, written all the facts that came und^r my own ob« 
eervation, uniixflueneed by any other motive than the cfe- 
claration of the truths and if what I have related is at all 
interesting, they are very much at your service." I have 
copied the particular parts of this Letter, and have made 
use pf italics to mark to the reader tbe most material 
points, that he may judge of the facta related. He will, 
I think, consider the experiments with the leaves and 
flowers concealed in Mr. Jones's and given into Miss 
M'Avoy's hands, (fixed upon her back,) the colours of 
which she ^* unerringly descril:>ed," to be one . of those 
stubborn facts which Mr. Jones or Mr. Latham cannot 
get over by ^ny subsequent experiment, unless it have an 
equally good basis. I wish I could attribute to forget* 
fulness, or to the influence of his Master ^^ rather than 
to a deficiency of candour, the circumstance of Mr. Jones 
only giving one experiment with a white and lilac band- 
kerchief, on this day, when he must, if his memory have 
not entirely failed him, be aware this very white andlilaq 

■ ■ ^ ' ■' ■ - ■ ■> 

• ]yfr. Jones, at this tixne^ was an Apprentice with Mr. Latham* 
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liaiidkerchief was so fiidtd, O^t he himself, declared 1|9 
did not think it a fiur experiment Several other hand- 
kerchiefe were presented to her, the eoloars of which 
she correctly named. A femaie, I am told, who was pre- 
sent when these experiments Were made, calling upon 
Mrs. Hughes, told her Miss M*Avoy did not, at the time 
above named, tell one hendhereluef : the natural infe- 
rence to a common hearer, would be, she did not tell 
ang ; but upon Mrs. Hughes phserving her daughter had 
said she had told several, and only missed tl^is, white and 
mac handkerchief, the female aUowed it, but still per- 
sisted Miss M*Avoy could not name the colour oj ihi9 
ofie. Why did Mr. Jones keep baejt the account of 
the other handkerchiefs, in his letter? He had already 
declared this fact in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hughes, Mr. Thomas, and his own uj^de^ at the bed-side 
of Miss M^Avoy, when he visited her. 

The public will note in this, as in the other letters, 
Mr. Sanders has published the very strong bearing they 
all have to point out the quick manner in which she 
darted looks or glances ai the object ; but I think the ge- 
nerality of persons who have visited Miss M'Avoy, will 
agree with me, thss assertion is carried to. too great ^n ex- 
tentc Mr. Jones commits himself, in attempting to prove 
too much, when he asserts Miss M*Avoy received no pre- 
vious intimation respecting the situation of this book. Is 
Mr. Jones authorised to say it so positively, because Mr. 
Latham made no mention oS it to any one? Might not 
Miss M*Avoy have obtained the information in any 
other way ? 

Mr. Sanders observes, there is a moral evidence sup- 
plied in the letters and communications he has received, 
utterly destructive of the physical wonders displayed by 
Miss M^voy. It has been well observed, he says, that 
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'< No festiin^Dy to mMrimut to •tteblMi a miraele, «nl«8« 
tlie testimoay be of sneli a kind, that its ialMhood woaM 
be more miraoaloos than tba faet wbleh itaodMFoare U^ 
establish/' f And I # haU Imto it to the world to decide, 
whether the evidesM to the miracle in question is not . 
fitirly fanpagntd." This the public wilt ha^e an oppor* 
tanity of deeidiflg npon/when I comment open the let- 
ters in qnestikm, whidi, as being of ihe itiost important 
nature to the point at issue, I bare left to the last» that 
no extraneous matter might interfere with the due con- 
aeration Mr. Sandars and others, have thought titem 
.intitled to. In page 68» Mr. Sandars allows no cobside* 
ration of interest, or any other unworthy motires couNI 
infiuence Miss M'Aroy's supporters* but he admits it is 
no impeachment of their integrity, to doubt the accuracy 
of their observation. Ttm supporters of Miss M^Avoy's 
integrity, are certainly obliged to Mr. Sandars, for this 
admission, although they cannot but observe, the assofnp- 
tion rather to be of toe arrogant a cast for Mr* Sandars, 
with any degree of propriety, to make, whose means of 
observation were too slight, in this case^ to constitnto 
him a proper judge. • Mr. Sandars observes, it is more 
easy to believe one witness, who exposes the deceit, than 
to believe one hundred Who have attested fiidts, contrary 
to nature. I will agree with him when deception is proved 
agiEiinst Miss |if ^Avoy ; but convinded, as I am, of Miss 
M*Avoy's blindness, I am confident, as far as mian ougU 
to be confident, that Mr. Sandars and the opponents of 
Miss M^Avoy, are in error ; and I have no doubt the time 
will arrive when such proof may be laid before them, which 
will bring conviction to th^r minds, and I trust they will 
then be willing to acknowledge it.* 

•It"oerUiiilyh«be«n proved that MiM M^Avojr has named cdoiire, read, 
ftciiisituatlonswIiereeWJ^caiiWliaye Hainflueiioe; and from the pbaervationa 
whicb have bejn made ieppecting4h©8tate of the qrei, and from thehrinscn^i^ 
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The opponents of Miss M'Aroy act npon the adyan- 
tBige they have over her snpporteirs, in the circnmstance 
of the pecnliarity of her powers, which have no parallel 
in history ; and they think it easier to deny the existence 
of snch powers, than to believe in their reality. Is this 
the reasoning of philosophy or of big^otry? *^ Nonnd 
pudet pbysieos haec dicere ?" ** Sed qnod crebrd vldet, non 
Biiratur, etiamsi cnr fiat, nescit, qnod ant^ non vidit $ id 
si evenerit, ostentum esse cens«l." 

In page 64, Mr. Sandars saj^s, << as to the motives by 
which she may be actuated, th#it is a point not very im^ 
portant, bnt I firmly believe, she has more specalation in 
her eye than is revealed." ** Her friend, the Doctor, with 
his ex-parte- questions unfortunately makes her confess 
^* she feels gold and silver to be more pleasant than brass. 
The harvest of credulity is not yet ripe for gatherings 
bnt the labourers are in the field, and they sow not with- 
out hope. If Miss M'Avoy had openly taken money 
from the first, her credit would have b^en extinct long 
ago ; there are, however, many modes of receiving and 
granting favours. I understand it is agreeable to the 
Lady to make presents of work-bags and other trifles for 
which she receives presents in return." I am sorry, on i/ffp 
Sandars's own account, he should have so readily liS)- 
fened to reports disadvantageous to IVf iss M-Avpy, and 
have published them in his pamphlet without better au- 
thority than he is in possession of. Hfid he made any 



l»lity to the application of those means which are common] j used for the par* 
pose of ascertaining if blindness really exist, it is all but demonstrable, that 
her eyes do not possess the power of vision. And if we should even be onl^ 
guided by Ciceros's rule, that ^ non numero hacc judicantur, sed, pondere,** 
8 re-perusal of the evidence detailed in the Karative, or in this continuation 
will justify her su p porte r s in their belief; for probability is the only baeit 
upon which opinion con be fbnned, nfbm the podlive certainty of the %|ft 
Is not attainable 
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Inquiry, he would have found Miss M^Avoy was not in 
the habit of receiving any recompense for the little ba« 
^telles she gave away ; nor did she ever receive money 
except that before mentioned, from Lord Lilford, which 
was returned to him ; and I believe no presents were re« 
ceived , but those I have specified. I know reports of this 
kind have been circulated, but I believe them perfectly 
unfounded, and if they were traced to their origin, they 
would have been found to have arisen from mere malig* 
nity of mind in the propagators. Let the libellers of her 
integrity produce the proofs of her having accepted of 
money upon any other occasion, as a return for her 
oourtesy in admitting visitors. 

The letters published by Mr. Sandafs, are six in num- 
ber. There is also an account of a meeting on the 13th 
of October, 1817, by two gentlemen, whose names are 
given ; a copy of each is inserted in the Appendix. 

No. 1, is the letter of Mr. Turmeau, in which the Rev. 
John Yates's comments, upon Mr. Sandars's conduct, is 
mentioned slightly. He merely states, the circumstance 
of the goggles being tied over Mr. Sandars's face ; but 
he says nothing of the distorted actions he-made to ena- 
ble him to see the object. Mr. Turmeau allows Miss 
M'Ayoy waspeffectly blindfolded with the goggles when 
he placed them^ over her face, but she could not name a 
colour, readj &c. although she had before told all the co- 
lours upon a card, given to her when she was uncovered, 
except a yellow^ which she said was lilac. When the 
card was presented to her, with its plaip side upwards, 
and her hands were placed under it, she could not name 
a colour. The room was filled with coQipany, and the 
heat, he observes, was very oppressive. Three or four 
other parties had been there the same morning, which 
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win sufficiently account for a&y failure of Miss M^Avoy's. 
powers. Mr. Turmeaa allows the whole party were ve- 
ry angry with Mr. Sandars ; of course, Mr. Sandars^s con- 
duct could not have 'been very correct. She read two 
lines correctly, when covered with the gold beaters skin, 
but did not succeed in any experiments when the goggles 
aterepui on.* 

Will Mr. Tnrmeansay if gold-beaiter's skin be properly 
applied to the eyes, ^hat Mr. Sandars, 01^ any other per^ 
son, can see through it? Mr. Sandars only applied it 
to one eye ; yiet Mr. Tnrmeaa positively says Mr. Sa^i^ 
dars could see through that eye. is it q<^ as likely he 
saw through the eye which was covered only with his 
hand? He speaks of the warnvth-of language of Mr. 
Hughes, which was certainly very excusable, when Mir. 
Sandars*s provocation was considered. The only cir- 
cumstance, however, which mdoced me to notice tbM 
. letter, arose from a positive assertion of Mr. Turmeaa 
that, in taking leave, after Mrs. Hughes haid said her 
daughter was extremely ill and was up stairs, when de- 
scending the steps, he accidentally turned his head, and 
to his surprise^ saw Miss M'Avoy standing ai the 
kitchen door with an infant in her arms. H«. says he 
had no sooner caught a glimpse of her, than she slipt 
out of his sight, &s if wishing not to be observed. I had 
heard this report before, and upon reading Mr. Tur- 



* When the goggles have been applied, and she has named coiours, Ac her 
opponents say she can see down the sides of'the nose. In this instance die 
did not (tucceed in naming any colotp*, Jmd considerable stress is laid upon this 
point. Why should this be done ? Mr. Turmeau must certainly knpw she had 
told colours, &C. when the goggles were tied on at other times. I have ob- 
served her opponents generally to find fault with the covering in which she has 
succeeded; and I have sometimes also known them to recommend another 
which they afterwards ol^ectad to,w)im ^ey tnind jH 4iid not prevent hir 
from giving proofs of her power. 
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mealies letter, I #fti etrnok With the positittt ttUltitier Iti 
which he stated this circomstanoe. I inquired of Mr9i 
Hughes and Miss M'Avoy, whether the aasertloiis of Mr« 
Tarmeaa were correct or noti Mrs. Hughes observed^ 
she was so mach pot out of the way» that she did not 
know to whom she gave the child^ bat she thought it 
was given to Miss D.* 

Miss M'Avoy infornled me she felt herself so tinWell^ 
that she retired into the next house with Mr. Thoma^ 
daring the period that several persons were left In the 
uninbsibited house^ and did not return to it on HboA day* 
Mr. Thomas confirms this statement of Miss M'Avoy^ 
and asserts he I'etdihaed into the Uninhabited honse^ 
whilst Mr. Slanders was trying his experiments \ of conrse, 
Mr. Tarmeao, who from bis own account^ left the house 
after Mr* Sandars^ mast have mi.staken the female into 
whose hands the child was delivered* A considerable 
time bad gone by, When I inquired of Miss D. if the«hild 
had been given to her, and she answered in the nega- 
tive, although she observed she had frequently held 
the child before> 

Sonie^time afterwards, I obselrved to lllrs. HtighM 
how unfortunate it was she did not recollect to Whoiit 
she had given the child on the 24th of September* At 
the moment we were spealdng of the circtimstanoe, a 
female of the name of Norris^ entered the room^ to fai- 
quire after the health of Miss M*Avoy^ and^ hearin^^ 
the circumstance mentioned, she instantly declared the 
child had been given to her on a day she did not recol- 
lect, but When a large party Was ass<lmbled in the next 
---■'■- - '' 

.•As this Lady did not wish to hate h«r napM inserted in Mr. Timneatt't 
letter, I have also gimi the initial onlj. 

Y 
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hovm, and at A time when Mrs. Hughes was i^^rjr tnncli 
flnrriefd at something which had taken pla^s. Ujioli be- 
in^ asked where she Was when the party was gtiing^ 
away, she said she was in the kitchen looking forward, 
as the diffefent f>)ersons went away, and she so far con- 
firmed Mr. Turm^au's statement, by saying she retired 
behind the kitchen door upon one of the gentlemen 
looking back. 

Mr. Dale, it seems, was induced to call upon Mr. I'of^ 
meau, upon the subject of his letter, and they visited 
Miss M'Avoy together, when this female was present^ 
and Mr. Turmelm, in a letter, in the Liverpool Mercury^ 
dated the 2Sd of January, 1818, offers to swear to the 
person he saw, being Miss M'Avoy,'and not any other 
person. He has made use of some ill-natured 'expr^- 
sions, which I wish he had avoided^ as they appear more 
the result of wounded fedhig, tfaah of perfect conviction, 
tind which would not Impress any one more strongly in 
favour of his assertions. Mi'. Tnrmeau speaiksjofifls in- 
dighatibn being excited, at the appearance bf this fenmii^ 
and the attempt made to entrap, and impose upon him. 
He then proceeds to shew the contrast between this wo- 
man a^d Miss M^Avoy ; he speaks of her as twice as large 
in person. She appears, he says, to be between fifty antd 
sixty years of age, with the str6ng6st marked physiog- 
nomy he ever saw'; vfery dark cOmrplexion ; «ind one eye- 
ball turned completely in. In the latter vie\v, I maiy 
observe, which he had of this female, hfc was in the same 
room ; but in the former he was descendiog'the steps dt 
the house door, a considerable distance from the kitchen. 
I have not examined^ particularly, Mr. Tnrmean's c^yes, 
which have a peculiar cast in them, but from my own 
t>bservatiou, when I have met him in the street, I never 
thought his sight very acute^ and at the distanoe he wa8 
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placed from ibis feiml«, I goarotly think he would be 
justified in swearing so posttirely to her person, and stitt 
less so to her complexion. In lieight, she is about the 8th 
of an inch taller than JMUsa M'Avoy ; the difference of 
bulk was so trifling, it would be hardly discernible. I 
state these, circumstances, more positively, because I waa 
induced, from Mr. Turmeau's account, to measure the 
height of the parties in the presence of Dr. Hannay 
and of Mr. Thomas. A , little variation might arise, 
from the ciroomstance of Miss M^Avoy being supported, 
c^n each side, when she was. measured, ass)ie was unable 
to stand upright, but I think, could she hare stood up, 
she would have been fully as tall as Mrs. Norrisi. Mn 
Tnrmeau mentions as a fiirther proof of his accuracy, 
that he could, if he thought proper, give the name of a 
lady, who declares she heard Mrs. Hughes bid her daogh* 
ter go into the kitchen and take care of the child ; and 
9fae went accordingly. Soon af(er this, he sa;|^s, be saw 
her in the passage, 

I am assured, also, that Mis^ M'Avoy never had thcf 
child in her a,rms during that day, for in the early part 
of it, she w^ engaged in getting up her own linen, and 
afterwards she was too unweU to hold it. Coni^dering 
the agitation of Miss M'Avoy, it is not very ^kely her 
mother should desire her to go into the kitchen, nor up 
stairs, as was mentioned in the first place, as there was no 
fire in the kitchen, noir a cha^r np stairs to sit down upon, 
the bouse belangiog to Mrs. Hughes, and not being te^ 
nanted at this time What Mr. Turmeau's motives were 
for not informing Mr. Dale of his previous acquaintance 
with Miss |>. he does ^ot explain^ altbpt^h he says the 
parties dispovero^ tlvis; afterfv^jrd^ aa you wi^ observe in 
the Sequel ?«^ 

* What tiiis Sequel was, does not appjsar in the letter published in the Li« 
yerpool Mercuxy.— >Vlde this letter in the Appendix. 
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The SMnd I^etter is fron an aDMymran y^tma^ and 
Mr. Bandars «ayt <* it is prMomad thai this gentleman's 
testimony profes she has not a very exquisite tondb, — 
From the error committed in reading the line, a very 
strong presamption arises that she got it by rote, pr^^ 
vioQsiy to covering her head, and ^at km* memwff 
betra^ket." The gentleman does not say the book 
was open before her previoasly to her head being co* 
vered ; but in the beginning of bis letter he says thn 
goggles were api^ied. 1 most of eoorse* suppose they 
were applied properly, and I think Mr. Sanders prema* 
tnre in making these remarks, He commits himself^ when 
be gpiys, ** hfr memory betrayed her," because when she 
named a few out of several pieces of coloure4 glass, at 
Waverti^, he gave her credit for an excellent memory ; 
but now it appears to suit his purpose better to say she ia 
deficient in memory. Would It not have been more candid 
to have supposed she m^ht have read the line wrongs, 
as a person who had good sight, but who read hastily? 
If she really did see, it is not likely she would make the 
mistake t}iat thisanonymdus writer might expose her. ^* A 
pieoB of crimson and white paper was put into her hand, 
with the coloured side down, after feeling at it for some 
time, she decided |t was black and white. Op afterwards 
(lolding the paper up to the light, the crimson colour 
had very much the appearance of being black."# 

The failure in the third experiment may be aoooonted 
for by the sudden evanescence of the power, and hev 

• Thit is a (omous drcumstaooe, and it puts ipe in mind oi Mr. Hngfaas, 
Itomerly a pupil of our Iniirmaiy, bat now upon the Madras estaUidnnoi^ 
having remarke4 that she said a dark blue silk was black, and when he held 
itnptothelighf, Uf^V^pr^quiteUack. At another thne she also named 
yellow to be a compDnent part ofa gown, which was^iot known to hafe aiiy 
partideofyeUowinitynorcooiathepar^ to whom it bdonged, heliefe it, 
^ntfl the gown was ript and Uie7dk»W>l»«4«4niw|^9Ut. Uofr»st|M9e^ 
cu^istances to lie ezpl^e^? 
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saeoesB, after the paper wae withdrawn, to its retorn. 
At any rate the eaotiinf fometimes attriboted to her» 
fras not very eonspicuotii in deolarlnir tt ao immediately 
after the paper was withdrawQ* 

The Ibqrth experfment can only be explained npon a 
similar principle with the third ; and althongh t)ie letlert 
oa Khe seal were sofflciently large for a person with any 
delicacy of toneh, to have told what they were, yet this 
writer might have snpposed that the same causes whicb 
prddoce the evanescence of the power, might have acted 
in this instance totally to incapacitate her from naming 
even a letter, which might be easily felt by another. 

The third letter is from Mr. JT. T. Koster, which re« 
kites to an examination which took place on tiie after- 
noon of the SSd of September. I was present, and have 
remarked in the Narrative, that the experiments made 
on that day were generally snccessAii, and the parties 
thonght the coverings sufficient for the purpose of blind«> 
folding her. The coverings were two pieces of gold« 
beaters skin, the first sewed upon fine crape, and the se^ 
cond upon velvet, which were applied in rotation, after the 
eye-lid had been properly closed, having been Wetted in 
the usual manner, and held upon the eyes unto they were 
dry. Mr. Koster insinuates, from her naming the co^ 
lour of Mr. Earless hair, after Miss M*Avoy returned in« 
to the room, which she could not do before shejeft it^ 
that it was owing to his head being placed within the line 
of vision, and that the intermitting of what is called the 
young lady's faculty, together with the alleged necessity 
of a free communication between her breath and the 
object to be distinguished by the touch, are extremely 
oonvenient." Mr. Koster may be correct, when he states 
^liat tl|e hat ^\B» M'Avoy first pot her hand into, be- 
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longed to Mr. Earl^, bat I did not observe it I recoil 
leot, hpweirer, Mr. Wm. Earle'shatwaspceseatod taher, 
which in coQsequeQce of his wearing powder^ wassa 
soiled that I retarned it ^o him, as Miss M'Avoy ha<| 
more difficaity in distinguishing colours, reading, Ac. 
wh^re any greasy substance intervened. Whilst giving 
Mr. William Earle his hat, a gentleman presented hi& 
own (a new one) Ijiirned upisiderdown, aiul she rea4 the 
makers name, but ooold not make out the German text 
which followed. This might probably have escaped Mr^ 
Roster's notice, or he would certainly have mentioneii 
it.*)^ There is nothing else very material in this letter, as 
what Mr. Koster has noticed, is very sim&lar to %haX I 
have stated to have occurred at different periods^. 

The fourth letter is that ^f . Mr- Worthington. | 
was not present at this examination, but Dr. Jardine 
informs me it was his opinion the goggles were no^ 
tied on properly. From tl\e appearance of Mr. Woiv 
thi»gtoa^s face I have no doubt they would have blindn 
folded him x^omptetely ; at least aU ^ho have t^ied them^ 
with similar faoes, allow them to. fa%ve done so. Mi^^ 
Thomas also informs me, she was very m9ch agitated 
during a great part of this examination, sip that l^r pulaei 
beat at the rate of 160 pulsations ip the ippJnut^, and tha^t 
.when the paste board was used, she was surrounded wilh 
lookers on, and one gentleman placed himself very neac^ 
and immediately opposite to her face, so that it would der 
prive her of the power, by producing that peculiar opr 
.pression any near obstruction to the breath almost imme^ 
diately occasioned, Most of the other circumstances; ia 



• Mr. Thos. Myers, the Editor of the MercantUe Advertiser, who was pre-, 
sent on this day, perfectly reccdlects tUs experiment having 4ieen made, aikd^ 
• its' snecm^ 
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Mr. Worthingtoii's letter hare been iO oftoti mentioned in 
the Narrative, that itisanneoenary to d^ell apon them. 
In this letter is also noticed, ih& premoug dureciion of 
ihe eyes witharapid and mstanianeoua glance at the ob- 
Jeciy dnd ^ben ihey. were not direeied to ity she did not 
name the cokmr. Mr. .Worthington acknowledges the 
eye did not blink when he rapidly darted his finger to« 
wards, the eye» He allows alst> that the pnpils contracted 
as mnch.as those in healthy eyes, but he thought rather 
snore skmlg, I have been informed at the time, Sir G. 
R. Collier left the house, be expressed himself generally 
satisfied with the reaillt of the experiments; but aftjsrwards 
it has been said, he altered his sentiments, although he 
did not visit her again. A number of stories have be^n 
propagated at this gentleman's expense, by one of those 
individuals who derive, their support from the publication 
of the miseries) and wickedness of their fellow*creature8> 
terminating with their last dying speech and confession* 
Bat astjiese are often prepared for the purpose, without 
any. certain foundation of their truth, so I presume has 
this gentleman's name been brought in for a similar end^ 
the profit of th0 printer, or publisher, or of both. 

iThe fifth letter is that of the friend of Mr. Bradbury, 
and the facts contained therein, have been stated by Mr. 
Bradbury, in the presence of Mr. Egerton Smith, Mr^ 
Bywi^ter, and Mr. Rushton, the late partners of Mr. E. 
Smith; The public must judge of this letter, and I should 
.wish the nuinerous individuals who have witnessed Miss 
^M^Ayoy's powers, would declare their sentiments of it. 
I am confident the great majority of them will say they 
never saw her attempt to do any thing of a similar nature* 
That Miss M*Avoy might occasionally appear to look 
towards the object, she described, is very probable, and 
f:ary natural ; but that she drew the cloth from behind 
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bar back, rapidly glance at these gentlemett^ g:ale at ihu^ 
oloth» restore it to its former situation, before she named 
Uy ^^credat Judiens Apelles non €go."^ 

Is this gentlemajdi not ailrare that expeKmeiits had been 
made in the presence of very many fespeetable witnesses^ 
with the most satisfactory result, when the eyes were co« 
fered, m well as Uncovered. Am I, or are these witnesses 
to give up our united opinions, formed upon repeated 
exaitiination, to Mr. Bradbuty^s positive 08361*1100 unsup- 
ported by any other evidence? Satisfied as T and othei^ 
persons^ capable of judging, are, of Miis M^Avoy's com-' 
ptete blindness, what must we thinlc of Mr. Bradbury^ 
who evidently visited her under extreme prejudice ? 

The sixth letter is that pf Mr. Lutwycfa^. It appean to 
be artfully drawn up, but a few comments upon it will 
Bbew how far it is entitled to the obnsideration Mr. Sam 
dars and others haves giv^en to it. I shall notice the most 
prominent pArts. It is somewhat curious that Mr. Lut- 
wyche never publicly stated the result of experiments 
made in February, 18 17, upon a subject of this importanc^^ 
tinta called upon, by Mr. Sanders, because, if Mr. Lut- 
wyche believed in his own experiments, he was doing m« 
justice to himself in not detailing them before^ and to me 
also> if I relied on their verity, as it Would have ptevent* 
ed me from troubling the public, With a perusal of the 
Narrative, and would have saved me a good deal of la- 
bour and of expense. The story of the Valentine ap- 
pears improbable to me, who have so often seen her trace 
diflPerent Bgores upon calico, silk, paper, snuflf bo:ke8. 



• Mr. Jones lifts stated a similar drcumstance with the lOac hanOkerehief, 
and this assartion would appear as the prototjpe of Mr. Bradbury^s, or vice 
▼ersa* 
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^c; Md who nerer y^t heftrd her iia«M a figaramtU. 
her fingers bad passed 4)rer it So maoy evideaeee^ 
might be brought forward to pre^ethis poiot, that I' 
thinlc it totally ttaoeoessary to make any farther oomv 
ment upon it. 

How far Mr. Steel's instranient,^ made of pasteboard,, 
would answer the purpose of interfupting sight, and yet 
admritttng the oommanication of the fingers with the 
moath^ the pnMie will jodge, when they read the para^ 
graph in Mr. Lntwyehe'sletter, containing an aceoant of 
it; for it certainly appears to me ratter to prevent the 
breath from communicating with the fingers; but as fiirtl|er 
experiments have proved the opinion of Miss M^Avoy; 
respecting the influence of the breathy in the distinoti^B 
of colours, Ac. to be erroneous, it will not be necessary 
to dwell upon this part of the subject. The account of 
the watches offers the «trongest obstacle to the veracity 
of Miss M^Avoy; but I fear the eagerness with which 
these gentlemen have attempted to prove Miss M^Aroy 
an impostor, has been the cause of making them the 
dupes of each other. Mr. Lutwyche certainly does, not 
rely on the force of his own experiment, or he would 
never have wished for a second interview ; of course, 
holding the opinion I do, of Miss M^Avoy's blind- 
ness, I should suppose this letter wnB manu&ctured 
for the purpose of misleading the public. The story of 
the handkerchief rests upon mere suppoeition; but thpt 
of the shreds of silk is a master-stroke ! Whoever saw her 
literally tear the silk, but Mr. Lutwyche and his friends? 
Hundreds, I may say thousands, have heard her name 
colours she had felt, but not one, except this gentleman, 
and his friends, ever ^aw her rub the silks so ae HleiPftUy 
to tear them, or to " handle them wltha roughness, which 
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W60M *tMt^T teMl'to MoerMa if they wi^q hmti #r sg^t, 
than to retehm the rays iif 1^ aad ooloi^f," AU who 
have «een M^s'M^Av^ey dMnguoh colovire, will be qon- 
vhieed IM this Is a fmced i^qmhiU, and ii«t wqrtby of 
belief; and yet this " trifling circumstance whieb must 
not be passed unnoticed, and which tended more than 
any other oironinsUai^B) trysbalce okir ftiiih," |ilr. Lut- 
wyohe says, ^^and to Taakns aoipag tile m^believers," 
ii&ald not be eooipafabla in aay de^eeii a9 a. proofs to the 
tery positr?« as«»ii|foii that ahetpld ^hjB^liwe ^ tt^ day 
ki one walch> whicA it wa^ supposed, sbei b»4 Htei^,.i^^s)lBa4 
bf the watch^ whieh he profeaasd ^0 pl^ lumber h^^nd^, bot 
irhich bad been exchanged m IroMfln. QQ\iJid tjbkere 
bftve been a comparison between^ ib^ two fa(^t% as stated 
fiei Mr. Lutwyefae's letter^. In felatjug tl^^, me of the 
ld»edra«d severe rubbing of tiie.siU(. Mr., Lutwycfie ha^ 
46ye#teaohed Umsalf, and by>eDdeavourlfig to-f^iks^ tpo 
fnnoh, has proved nothing* Najy ho ooatd opt ge^O¥er 
4be fcc$ of her telling the colo«rs behind kfXi Without iiie 
etid^f flie du*ede^ and>tbeseyereroUiin9 0oaipi<Hi^tod the 
'4»iinsax! I might iadeed^ ask Mr^. li|]tw]rcb€», b4)W,&(iss 
^M^Avoy managed fnomthe wamtof thia9id,.i!?banthoaUbi 
^were'ifidosed in-giass?* . 
♦ ■•'■■* ■ 't ? .• . . ^ 

Itt the Mercmry of Nov*. 14, 1817, is a l^er of ^t. 

^ Kgerton Saiitfa^ addrasiBed to im, whar9m. M <l^ate8 

-^oine observatloM witk whdeh S pffefa^^A 4b^ ^a^foduc* 

tlon o# bis leHer itt the Nasralive, asi tending to iof p^cess 

upoii the public mlodt, tka;t thene wm aiAi»Qt/^ft^um be- 



^tt -i f ^- r r 



• Mr. Sandars has given sonle particulars of the cin;un»taiice««y!^cfc«Mur- 
tcd on the ISthof SepfcemMpylW^/vtliicharemqgBlyhlli^ 
'«raiB VaiHttiffb ^y afie()fifit(Ofi Ih^Aj^po^i^tiea on that day» will probably 
)^ {jp^nd niflre accurate, gee pages fiye ap^ six ojf the continuation of the Case, 
And compare it with the account of the particulars related in ilie Htntolo€3f«^ 
dulity, pages S6 and 87 ; or in the Appendix to the continuation of Miss 
M^Ayoj's Case. See the letter»sin the appendix* 
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tween his testtfaidny arid Ml G(MiTicA<»ti9. HdWe^rt^ 
justly I might have 'done fs6y I had no* liitMitfoB of milliM* 
iDgany charge against Mr. Smith, bat what wag ineyi- 
table from lits request that I'^onld insert hfs letter In 
the appendix, as i! Was necessary fcr me to assig^n a 
reason forii!itrodaclng itthere, when I had before made * 
the regnfsite quotations fi^om it. Mr. Smith, by th)e pub* 
lication of his letters and paragraphs fn his paper, had 
fairly laid himself opetl to the investigation of tb^rii, 
and as the iiarrator of this eate of Miss M^AVoy, I hud' 
ab undoubted right to make -those ettiracts from tiMittt 
which had a relation to the subject, and to give thefn 
as evidence at the bkr' of the ptibUc, who were capiibte 
of appreciating their %^ltie. ' '^ 

Whatever Mr. Smith's ^utimenfs were at the thhe of 
his visiting Miss M*AVoy; whatever they bk^ b^tt 
since ; or whethel* he ha^ been influenced or not by "the 
opinions of other persons, Is of little conseqaeAeoj bttt 
he must certainly allow nde to Judge' of the resiitt of Mia 
experiments; and that judgment coolly and disp^usiioiK* 
ately exercised, prevents nie from retracting the o|)hauttl 
1 had before formed, that they afforded v^ry strobg ^yl* 
dencc in favour of Miss M*AVoy. Mr. Smith says he con* 
fined himself io the scrupulous relattoil of fActs; that lie 
saw her decipher very minute print dUd other 6bjeci»,-ia 
a light wherein he coufd barely dircern the leaves Of a 
book. With a bandage Over her eyes, through wMehi 
when applied to his own, he could n6t ascertam th^ d*f' 
ference between moon and midnight, he saw the youn^ 
lady determine accurately the colour of doth, riband, 
glass, and other substances: and also peruse writing and 
printed bookis. All these unaccouintable fdcts be saw 
with astonishment, and recorded with fidelity : but it cet- 
tainly does not follow, because he conld not eompr^- 
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hend how they were tai reality* effected, be must oeees- 
■arily. believe they were the result of . tpucii. 

He is a little at a loas todiscover how I coald either 
by implication, or more directly press into the already 
crowed ranks of the believers, a person, who in the very 
letter to which I had referred for my proofs, bad ex- 
pressed himself in . the following heterodox style: — 
** I coald not account for what I had seen, except on the 
supposition that Miss Id^Avoy was not blind ; but had 
BfimB secret mode of discerning au object." And again, 
*[ T never coqld divest myself of the impression, that the 
^ye was in some way or other concerned in these mys- 
teries." Mr. Smith leaves it to my ingenuity to explain 
how such an unequivocally expressed distrust of the &- 
eulty ascribed to Miss M*Avdy, can have more weiff^t 
with the public ,in persuading them into a belief of the 
same faculty, th%n his bar^ assertion, of bis doubts found* 
fd,.as I presumed, upon the opinion of those individuals. 
I gave in proof of Miss M*A voy's very peculiar powers, 
these very experiments, and nothing has been advanced 
by Mr. Smith, but mere supposition to contradict them, 
^)ie opinion of other persons, Mr. Smith allows, had no 
email share in confirming the suspicions he umformlg 
enieriained after hia first or second vUii. So far he 
therefore assents to the correctness of my thoughts upon 
the subject ; l^nd many persons who have read bis detail 
.of tliese experiments consider them, us I have done, and 
.do not hesitate to say he has committed himself, by 
yielding to these opUiions, against the evidence of his 
,own observations : for what proof has Mr^ Smith given 
Jhat Miss M^Avoy hss such very acute sight, supposing 
she really could see, as to know the colour of objects, to 
read words, Ac. in a light frhere he could barely discern 
. the lof^ves of i| bool^ f 
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Mr. SMnUh» inileedi io unotlier pnt <^f om of bU pi^iMli, 
(^The Mercury} e|id«a¥our« to qaalify his 8entimeDt9 ^- 
topwardsy t>y gf adoating the sight of different individoab, 
and be wj^bea to dimiiiisli bis pwn power in tbis respect, 
f«^lule he. increases that of other persons ; and at last bis 
defenoe of bianself becomes so weali as to oblige hioi to call 
to his aid the surprising stories of Wanley, and the ^dndera* 
of MoBchansen.'Mr* Smitb> as well asail her other oppo- 
nents, would have been at a loss for arguments, if it had 
not been for the mistaken opinion of Miss M^Avoy, re- 
gpncting the influence of her breath ; but as they havis 
no better groiusid from which they can make their attack^ 
they are determiDe4 to maintain it as long as they can. I 
shall give th^m alt the advantage of the error, but. the 
fonodation has been sapped, and it will soon be untenable 
eveo by the most bi^rdy reterai^s in their oppositioa 
i^aiDst Miss M^Avoy's pretensions. 

HoWd^ver preposterous it may appear to Mr. Smith, 
it ia nevertheless true, tbf^t/* with her hands behind 
her, upon the window opposite the communion end of 
St. Paul's Church, she told (be figures of people passing, 
and the cplofir of the clothes, &c.' • It is no less true 
that she nameda pprple flower, behind her, a light yel- 
low, a marygold, and a ^mail pincushion of red clotb^ 
under a white handkerchief laying upon her knee, when 
her band was intrqdu^^d under the handkerchief." — 
Mr. Richard flathbone, Mr. Barclay, their Ladies, Mis» 
Reynolds of Cualbrook^ P^lc, and othesr persons were 
present when tbls experiipent was ^ade; but this was 
.not more surprising than her declaring the colour of one 
of the Claude Loi^raio^ glasses, which Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Nicol, and otfeers could not distinguish, until they held it 
between their eyes and thf i»in, when Miss M'Avoy'saa- 
sejtion wa$ confirme^d. 



182! 

.Oiititeietiiers«ptMifb«r,1817/Dr. Taylor, late of 
Bolton, wa« present witk another gentleman, the Rev. 
John Yates and his dau^htere, and the Rer. Thomas 
Bftlshpun. I have said upon this examinaton, ber poir- 
ertwere deficient, althoogh she bamed several eoloih>ed 
sUks correctly. She read very aacertttinly a ft>w words, 
and told the time of the day in a watch, and she named 
again the time of the day in two other watches, which 
were not exactly alike. * ' ' 

Mr. Smith does me but justice, in supposing I would 
not wilfiilly sopprass any fact which might milltale 
against my theory, as he expresses it; but Mr. Smith 
wight to know the statement in the Nairative originated 
from the facts which oooorred at the time, not from a 
bias on my part to any particular theory. He mentions 
Dr. Taylor having pushed a stick towards Miss M'Avoy, 
but I did not observe, although I recollect the circum- 
stance, with what intention he did it, nor did I know the 
deduction he drew from it, until I perused Mr. Smith's 
tetter. I most own I do not very well comprehend it 
now, thirty-two months after the occurrence took place. 
It seems an extraordinary ciroumstauce Miss M'Avoy 
should attempt to discover and actually name the nature of 
the metal upon the upper end of a cane, when the ferule 
was presented to her! It would give me no proof of her 
discernment, very little if her cunning, and still less of 
her power of touch, to suppose for one moment she did 
not know the diflTerence between the ferule of a cane and 
tte top of it. As one proof, however, that the examina- 
tion of this day did not produce a similar effect upon the 
«st of the party, as it did upon Dr. Taylor, 1 shall quote 
« part of a passage taken from the Medical and Physical 
Journal for Nov 1817, which must allude to this exami- 
nation. It is as follows, « saUsfactory as the Rev. Mt, 
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Gforer's acooaat of Miss M^Aroy mostbe 16 til impar- 
tial readers, it Cannot be amiss to add that it has been 
confirmed by a . conversation with another Reverend 
Gentleman, long and well known for his PhUoeophioal 
acquirements, the steadiness of his judgment, and his 
otorect method of conducting his experiments.'^ If I 
ana riglitly informed, this gentleman was the Rev. Thomaa 
Belsham, who, I believe, was present only on this day. 
The tale of Mr. firadhnry^ as well as the observatiood of 
Mr. Lutwyche and his friends, I have Already commented 
npon. I must candidly confess there is as Mttle reason f^ 
supposing Miss M'Avoy to labour under the battu<^illa- 
tion of imaginary blindness ashy any comments;, explaail* 
tion, or ridicule to do away with the force of Mr. Smitli's 
own experiments. Peregrinator, to whom Mr Smith alludes 
as the person propagating this opinion, has adduced some 
other notions in a posilive manner. He says, " I do not 
believe that she is blind ; indeed, I may say it &9 demoA- 
sttaUe she is net blind ; for in the present slate of b^r 
eyes, it is as impossible that she should not see, as that a 
room wltib open windows should be dark in the day tim^. 
« There is no outward apearance in the eye, of opadty of 
the cornea, or of the disease of the chrystaline called cata- 
ract; and the effect of an increase or dlmlautian of light 
in producing a contraction and dilatation of tl^ pupil, 
will convince any one at all acquainted with physiology, 
that she is not affecte^ with " gutta serena," or, in othet 
words, ttat the optic nerve has not lost its sensibility. I 
am surprised that this latter circumstance has not had more 
weight with Mr. Glover and the otlier scientific men, who 
have paid attention to Miss M'Avoy's case. I have^et 
to learn upon what principle this contraction and dilata- 
tion takes place, unless it be from sympatby between the 
iris and the retina ; by this means, then, if I be ndt incor- 
rect, we have the power of deciding beyond dispute, that 
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jn Mii»'M*AVo3^'«ca» the op^e nerve is sendble (o V^bi^ 
In &ome dejg^ree at least, aod aa she does Dotiaicknowied^e 
this in any degree, it is certain either that she wishes to 
impose on the pnbliti, or that abe is Imposing on herself.'' 
Had this writer examined attentively Miss M^Avqy'a 
eyes he would have paused before he made the above ob- 
servation; and if he had seen many eyes afflicts with 
•gntta Serena, hewould^have known that qon traction and 
dilatation did sometimes oecnr in these cases, bat wer^ 
not esteemed by physiologists as a <^rtain proof of visjon.. 
The wager Mfr. Smith offered to bet, of twenty guineas, 
with tie different additions made to it since, he mu^t have 
been well aware^ could not have been accepted, because 
Miss M'Avoy's health, at the time, prevented the trial of 
any experiments which might distress her, from the ob- 
struction given to her breath; and the repetition of the 
offer should have been avoided as it could not produce any 
satisfactory proof against her, even if it had been tried. 
This offer has been very often alluded to by the oppo* 
nents of Miss M'Avoy's powers, and her non-acceptance 
of it has been brought against her. The very appearance 
of this mask, of which there is a print iu the Mercury^ 
will convince any one, who has seen the effect a hand 
placed before the mouth had upon Miss M/Avoy, that 
it would prodnce those sensations so distressing to her, 
and deprive her of the power; 

The following paragraph, taken from the Mercury, 
will show the temper of some of her opponents — " In re- 
ply to a very general verbal Inquiry whether any notice 
had been taken of the proposal, we have only to state 
that in our absence from the office, a gentleman called 
to say that Miss M'Avoy would accept the challenge, 
provided she might have the mask in her posses* 
sion for a few days previous to the decision ; a» we do 
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not know th^ individual who made ihis emiraardinary 
proposal^ fit(M authorized by the Lady or her friends, 
to deliver such a message, we shcdl abstain^ Jrom any 
comment for the present " Mr. Smith goes on to pro- 
pose that two masks shall be provided, exactly similar ; 
one of which kfaiall be kept with her as 1oq|; as she pleases, 
oD the conditioQ that she shall exhibit in the other. The 
Editor of a Newspaper allows himself great latitude; he 
can assume his own form or that of another persoo, in 
making any assertion which may suit his interest, or gra- 
tify his spleen, but I must own I gave Mr^ Smith credit 
for better feelings, than to suppose he wonld condescend 
to make his paper the vehicle of assertions so insulting to 
an oppressed female* He must be well aware no gentle- 
man ever went from Miss M'Avoy to offer such a proper 
sal, and his attempt to foist such an opinion upon the 
public, will be received with the regard it merits. 

Mr« Smith informs us, that the public is already in pos^ 
session of the ingenious devioe of Sir George B. CoUieri 
who is said td have practised such whimsical grimaces and 
distortions of countenance^ face to face with the lady^ 
that she could not resist the effect, but fell into a most 
immoderate fit of laughter ! Is this information derived 
from Sir George B. Collier, c^r do€ts it originate with 
Mr« Bradbury's friend, ot with the publisher of certain 
memorable events, who may have mjade- Mr. Smith the 
vehicle of conveying these malignant aspersions? I 
have asked several persons who were present at this 
examinatibn if this account Were true ; but it seems 
they had not observed any of these grimaces Sir 
George B. Collier iiad the merit of making. Mr. 
Smith says, *^ we have also heard from a very respecta- 
ble and not very circuitous quarter, that oi^r heroine has 
been seen repeatedly dressing her hair, and adjusting h«r 

A a 
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dress in the ordinary manner of a yonng lady at her lopk- 
ing glass." I merely ask Mr. Sbiith for his prepfs upon 
this pointy and be surely will not hesitate to give up his 
authority for this assertion.^* 

I am not aware who is the author of Veritas, who ad- 
roeates the cause of Miss M^Avoy ; but I do not agree in 
'Mr. Smith's remark to '^ audeamus alteram/' when,be 
'says, that our notions of candour and justic^ do not ex- 
actly square with bis^ nor can he reasonably expect we 
ihould insert the letters of Veritas, upon this sulgeet, 
*^ when they have already been published in the Idper- 
pool Courier" The letters of Veritas differed, from the 
present opinions of Mr. Smith, and thq. opponents of 
Miss M^Avoy ; but if I mistake not, Mr. Smith had pledged 
himself to publish the arguments on both sides, of the 
question ; and it would only have been fair, if he.had 
published the letters of Veritas. His politeness to the 
Courier y the of)ponentof bis political and other opinU^is, 
upon this occasion, is not a little suspiclpus, hut I have 
nd doubt the Editor of that paper, will properly appre- 
ciate his forbearance, in not publishing what has before 
appeared in the Courier. Mr. Smith, doe^ indeed, ex* 



• Duiiog the .period wImh this metHm must have been made, it is weU 
kf 9WX1 Miss, M'Ayoj had no hair to ^bip^htm her hea4 having been, aa 
repeatedly shaved ibr the application of blisters fi nor am I avrore she ever had. 
recourse to the' use of fsQse curls for the purpose of adornment. I must there- 
Inre iset this assertion dovAa* as one amongst many others, which hate been 
dressed iip foe the purpose of tl|««wi|igii}|iro obloquy upon this injured female^ 
Many other circumstances hare been mentioned . in thnt manner, wh&di would, 
produce an effect up<»i minds which are liberal and good, to the disadvantage 
of Miss M^Avoy ; but when they are duly considered and explained, th^ will 
be found t^have had ri^ oth^ ^JHvdatisn than in the imaginatK» of the indi- 
viduals who propajpted theip, oc.from that miserable pawpensity wW* wm^ 
persons have of examining at their own partial bar, the 9op4i^ ai|d4^aKiiff|^{ 
dfthehrneighhounw ' * 
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cuie hlmsetf for dwelli&ig: more apon the facts l&^duce^ 
by the A^ti-!M'Av!teig^ because he conscieniiously be^ 
Heven iheirtHh 'to be on their side ! 

The Writer who AgBs himself with a hand cut off at 
the wrifet. In the Mercury y and ivho is said to be Mr. 
Smith, produces objections against the plain and simple 
statement of two ladies, whose habits of rigid veracity, 
and cautious inquiry, aire well known ; and whose names 
were left with the publisher of the Saturdatf's Adver- 
User,* I have inserted a copy of this, among the other 
letters. This writer doubts the accuracy of these ladies, 
and attempts to apologise for the rudeness of his doubts 
by saying • 

** When a lady's in t!he caae, 

«« All other things of course give place.** 

The) public will judge of this letter, and as it comes from 
persons unconnected with Miss M^Avoy, it may have 
that weight which the above writer denies it. The ex- 
periment has often failed, but it has frequently succeed- 
ed. The eye-lids of Miss M*Avoy were sometimes very 
tender, and if pressed roughly, she suffered so much 
pain, that it deprived her of the power. It has been cus- 
tomary for the opponents of Miss M'Avoy to propose 
\pisiSy and when they have succeeded, to object to them ; 
so it has been in this case, and we find this writer prefer- 
ing the application of the whites of eggs, gold-beaters 
skin, as more compleat, than the application of the fingers 
to the eye-lids, and less liable to the alleged objection, 

I have now given a general and rather elaborate 
account of the proofs adduced by Mr. Sandars and 
others, and the public will be better able to judge how 



*See the letter signed T. S. M. In the appendix. 
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^r the baste, upon whicb tbe opponents of Mks M'AToy 
have endeavoared to nrraign her iniBgriij, is well 
foanded and correct ; and w|ietlier the motives which 
have actoated them in the prosecution of this subject 
have been pnre, not tinctnred |^ prejudice, not biased 
by any other motive than th^ simple elucidation of the 
truth. 



OF 

MISS m^ayot's case. 



Jl SHALL give a general account of the powers of Mi9i 
M'Awoy, and recapifalate the principal fiiete in the Nar* 
rative ; the names of several of the witnesses who ob- 
served them ; the experiments of Mr. Egerton Smith ; of 
the Rev. Thos. and Edw Glover, and of a few other in- . 
dividuals, which are corroborative of those I have stated. 

. On the 28th of June, 1816, when Miss M^Avoy reco- 
vered, in fiome measure, the. use of the right hand and 
arm, Mrs. Hughes gave her a stoclcing to k:nit, which oc- 
cupied her attention and relieved her from that total 
waat of employment her illness occasioned. 

On the Sd of August, I was induced to call upon Miss 
M^A voy with Mr. Thomas, who told me she had become 
very expert in sewing. I found her in the act of sewing, 
which she appeared to execute with considerable neat- 
ness. She put into my hands a stole, which she had as- 
sisted in finishing for the Rev. Edward Glovet, her cou- 
fessorj, to whom she was under very considerable obliga- 
tions for his kindness and attention during her illpess. 
She also made several neckerchiefs, and a frpclc for her 



9 



190 



little sister, and darne4 a pair o^ black mlk gloves with 
great neatness. It appeared from the aceonnt of her mo- 
ther, Mrs. Hughes, that before Miss M'Avoy was able to 
leave her bed after the first attack, she complained of 
weariness and «ttijetf, fUrticuIajflj fai%e night, which 
from not sleeping well, appeared long and dnlK Mies 
M^Avoy requested her motfier to'givelier a needle, that 
she might try to thread it. The first time she made four 
attempts befoie she saceeeded ia fhieadifig It, and the se- 
cond time she threaded the needle after two trials. She 
then asked for sewing, and her mother gave her a coarse 
towel. She was very awkward at first, and this awkwardi- 
ness was much increased by not lookingat her work, a«d 
iier eyes seeMsed to be iranAeiiog in every -direetiim, 
4dbeiit the qreom, tet wberfe 'Aiey ought (o be. Hier nro- 
•tiicr desired heft Id tm her eyes as if €fhe were looking 
astently ait iier work. Miss M'Avoy endeavoured to 
foiUow this advice, and applied with so much perseve- 
Jttinoe, that «he sneeeeded ntrt only In this point, bat 
sewed much better than ever she had done before her 
4eprivation of sfgbt.'N' Mr. Thomas and I particularly 



* After the Wavertree meeting, the doubts erpressed of her powers, pio- 
aoekl Uk vnexpeeted eflbet upon her general system. If she were asked to 
sew, particularly if alraogen ware present, she would attempt K, but was of- 
ten obl%ed to lay down her work, as if incapable of proceeding with it. If no 
notice were tiUcen of her, she would resume it, and go oo sewing ; often with 
her eyes directed in such a manner that she could not see the work, if her H- 
taam were perliect. When the oatehing or oppression in the breathing, or the 
convulsive motion of the dlaphraf^ oonteson, she is ibvfneotly observed codoi. 
tfst from sewing, and knitth^: and will ofte^ nol be able to resume her em- 
ployment tor a whole day, or even for a longer period. It would appear, there- 
Are, that^the taendiagdowii of her head upoii her work, is the mere eHfect of 
babtt, and theocovioDil kyeaptmUtf ef {nocttdiag with it, must arise iioat 
that nervous irrit^Btty excited by t^ slJi^htest cav«, and wl^ ia the SMk 
peeidSar concomitant of her case. This supposition is moreover, ooofinned bjr 
the qualiisr of the wiorfc $ that which has been done while these symptoms were 
more nwderate, er abaent, beiAg eztrendy wcU eKceuted, whOit tlMetlMr ^^ 
viU be better or wone done, in tome pioportioii to tiie decree of viiiknM 
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examined her eym» mx^w^i to the lig^ of. « oMidk^ tm 
near to the eye as portBiUa witbeiU hvnaiiie faec, bat 
without QbsarviDg: the^s^ghteat^poatraoticsi ordil^teOua 
of the papiU or ' the least, aeaaihtfity ia U»ej»» I hajrv 
frequently, since this period, thrown my hand saddaalfi 
towards her face; have pretended to dash a pointed 
penknife ^t the eya; aftdbavaoftenioqpidMtfaepoioi^of 
tha fijager in & quiet and sleazy Wftnoer, arvoeav as possi^L 
ble to the p«pU, without qbserriiig; the sMgiitest aes 
tion in the, eye. Mr. Thoinaa assured me he basf 
than once put his finger upon the* cornea itself^ whieb 
then appeared insensible; but when be touohed'tfaeeyev 
lid or eye-lash, she was instantly sensible of it. I have 
sat for a cofisiderable time attending to her sewing* but 
apparently indiffei>ent abeut it ; and durine: these visits^ 
I have examined her every action as iQinetely' aa poosiw 
ble, and. I have. been, satisfied she could net see. tm 
threading her needle, it sometimes required only one ef«* 
fort»)>ut often three or four, before she. was.sucoessfiiL . U 
was carious to observe her when, by aecident^ thepoin^ 
of the thread was bent i she wou}4 try to thfaadlhe«ee« 
die thfiee or. four times^ and if she didfiot succeed, wonM 
fXKt it iuto ,hermoetb) aadfbiteoff a^part, cMr^takefaerfin^ 
g^jraiMl feel whether the thread were ^traigfat or noir 
M.oxe thau once I have. giirep; h«r the ; needle, wltb^.tto 
poin,t up^var4s^wliep,s|etaceide»tally dropped it: she 
alienated, but finding, ai^ter a few trials, that sfae.couI4 
not. thread at, she would put her finger upon tbeqeedler 
az^ feeling the point, woiiU .turn and thread 11: once» 
also, I: broke the eye oj^; ai needle in drawing the tbread 



JKHfatft thty sfllktIiMrip TMb I proved- in the datk one evening. I gave her a 
cxavat tfrhtm, wbieh 1 hadmwi^iBclrfor the purpose* She tiireadcd her own - 
needle. The firat part, which she hemmed, was very well done, but the latter 
very indiflferen^y, as the catching in the breathing came on during the time . 
wUli ooi«idaFabte viplence. 
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haittly out; bat was not aware of the circomstaDce until 
Mias M'A voy h^ made several attempts to thread it ; but 
fidling, she felt the eye with her finger, and told me it 
was broken, vriiich, npon examination, I fonnd to be the 



In the general business of the honse, she was more 
aotive than ever she had been, assisting in malcing the 
beds, attending np6n he^r half brothers and sisters, and 
was cbeerfnl and agreealde in her manners to every 
body abont her, and more particalarly to those who 
vWted at the hoose. 

I shall now g^ve an account of the manner in which 
it is stated Miss M^Avoy foand herself possessed of cer^ 
tain powers of an extraordinary natnre, and* the relation 
of which excited the cariosity as well as the criticism of 
many indtvidnals. It was very early in Sept. 1816, that 
her.stepfatiier, Mr. Haghes, was reading a few pages in 
a small book belonging to one of his children, in which 
a history was given of the life of St. Thomas a Becket, 
not very fiivonrable to his general character. He men- 
tioned it to hii wife and daughter, and said he recollect^ 
ed having read once a very different account in another 
boolc. Miss M^Avoy told him she had, before she was 
taken ill, seen an account of liis life in a book enti- 
tled the Lives of the Saints, and, if she bad the book, 
could point out the place where it was. The book was 
pot into her hands, and, in taming over the - leaves, she 
pointed out the place, passed her fingers over it, and 
read a few words. In a jocular manner Mi%. Hughes 
asked her if she could feel the letters with her fingers, 
^he said she.felt the words she had read, and would try 
again if her father would give her a book. A number of 
a folio bible, of tolerably large print, was given, and she 



193 



rMd seTeral venes to tlie gre^i Mtonbhrnent of her &» 
ther and mother. Upon hearing thia accoont, I was in- 
daeed to visit her again with Mr. Thomas* and toolc eon- 
eiderable pains in examining the ayes ; but we found iittlo 
or no alteration in their general appearance, except that 
the pupil was not quite so mueh dilated as before ; but 
the light of a ean^e appeared to have no infloenoe upon 
it. We found her father's aocoont very aecorato, and 
that she really could read by the applioation of the fio« 
ger to the letters, with considerable fluency. Aa it was 
probable any other person, who had not the same oppor- 
tunity of judging of her blindness with Mr. Thomas and 
me, might think it possible she could see, I thought it 
right to bind something oves the eyes^ and I miide me of 
a Manchester cotton shawl, which went twice round the 
head, crossed the eyes, and was tied at the back of the 
head, as firmly t» she could bear it. I placed in her hand 
a number of the Bible above mentioned, and she read very 
correctly one verse of a chapter in Genesis. I then re* 
quested to have another book, which happened to be a 
volume of the Annals of the Choreh. I opened it, and 
she read to me several lines, with the idteration in a pro-, 
per name of only one letter^ whieht upon being desired 
to read over a|^n, she corrected. I then tarned to a few 
lines of errate, and ^e' read them correctly, only read- 
ing the letter 1. as an I and a dot. The mode she follows 
IB to place her fingers upon the book, and when she feels 
the letters, to proceed from the beginning to the extre* 
mity of the word, and back again until she names it, and 
so on to the next word* She often makes use of the fin- 
gers of both hands, particular the fpre fingers ; and when 
they are in good order, she will read from twenty^fi veto 
thirty words in half a minute. 

On the following d«y I mentioned the circumstance to 
Bb 
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a ftiend, who was anxious to see a phenomenoD of thb 
kind, and he met me in St. Paulas Square. Miss M^Avoy 
again read over to us a verse in the Bible, a few lines in 
the Annals of the Church, and the title page, mottos, and 
several lines in a ISmo edition of Grahame's Sabbath. I 
placed her fingers upon a blank leaf, and desired her to 
read. The attempt was made, but she said she could 
not feel any letters. Her fingers were then placed upon 
Another leaf, which she declared was also blank. I then 
desired her to feel the upper part of the leaf; she did so, 
and said she felt something, but it was so confused she 
could not make out what it was. The fact was, a lady's 
name had been Written in the book, and when I took it 
from my library, I scratched the name out with a pen, so 
that it was not distinguishable to the eye. My friend 
brought with him a French assignat, of which it is more 
than t>robable Miss M'Avoy before did not even know 
the name; She read it over, aiid mentioned the lines 
upon it as distinct from the plain paper, and the colour 
of them, which was black : she also decyphered the ad- 
dress and post-mark of a letter received by that morning's 
post : she named the colours of the coats, waistcoats, and 
pantaloolis of the gentlemen present with accuracy. She 
gave a correct account of a few cards, one or two of 
which w^re put under a small table, placed before her« 
A little b'ojr, the half-brother of Miss M*Avoy, brought 
in several pieces of broken glass, of different colonrsi 
She told very readily the different colours as they were 
^iven to her, and, in a few pieces, where the glass had 
not been perfectly fused, she named the colour of that 
part which was perfect, and of that which was imper- 
fect. 

She distinguished the different colours of silk, of cot- 
teui t>r of wool, and the brighter and more vivid the co- 
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lour, 80 mnch greater is the pleararabJe senisation it af« 
fords. If they consist of many col oars in the sietme piece, 
she will point out each colour, and trace the line where 
it terminates. If ihe silks are of that kind called shot 
silks, 9he will tell the colour of the g^round, as well as the 
intermlKf ure. If the different pieces are besmeared with 
oil, or any greasy substance, she cannot so easily distin- 
guish the colour; but if it be nearly faded, she will point 
out where it is faded or where it is bright. She can dis- 
tinguish the colours of the paintings of enamelled or var- 
nished boxes, will trace the outline of the figures, and 
will grenerally state the subject of the painting with a de- 
gree of accuracy which is surprising. At times, how- 
ever, this feeling Is suddenly lost, and after describing 
colotirs, reading, Ac, with great nicety, she will declare 
she cannot tell the colour, or will say it is black. 

The persons who have visited her once, are generally 
Icnovi'n to her again by their manner of walking or breath- 
ing, or by the voice. She tells the difference in the 
size of one person from another who enters the room, if 
asked to do so. If a colour be placed upon the back of 
her band, or upon the cheek, she will name it correctly. 
She has at different times told colours with her fingers, 
read with her hands behind her and under the bed- 
clothes,^ or under a sheet of paper, but seldom for any 
length of time. 

The mode adopted for binding the eyes, inUhe first 
instance, was the Manchester shawl, and it was generally 
agreed to be sufficient for the purpose 5 but it was not 



* More than one individual can corrobonte ihette facts. Mr. Evans, Surgeon 
of Liverpool, was at one time present when she read'under the bed-dothes.— * 
vide his letterin the Appen^tix. 
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tlioagbt fl(o by a hw indiiidiiali, and other flMaiis Hmre 
adopted to satisfy tbem. A pair of goggles were ob« 
tained, and covered witb dark*blae paper. Many triab 
were made witb tbet^, sometimes with, and often without 
a silk handkerchief tied over tbem, and over the head. 
At this period the goggles seemed to be the most in nse 
for covering the eyes, and varions additions ware made 
to tbem, according to the varions wishes of the indivi- 
dnals who visited her, nntii they were made into a copi^ 
piete mask, covering the whole of the face except th« 
nostrils and month. They were tied by several pieces of 
tape at the back of the bead, in almost ev<!ry directioii, 
and two pieces of tape crossed each other onder the nose, 
jnst below where a line of cotton wool if as sewed in, so as 
to prevent any ray of light from passing ppwar^. Dnr- 
ing the continnance of a severe inflammation of the eyes, 
which had^been prddnced probably by the heatoccasicHi- 
ed by the goggles, which were kept on for a ponslderabl^ 
time, Mr. Thomas and I made use of the pledgets, dip- 
ped ID a weak solntion of super acetate of lead, over which 
a neckcloth was tied, and which answered every purpose 
we could wish. Occasionally we only pressed the eye- 
lids gently ^own with the fingers, and held them in that 
situation until she had gone tbropgh tb^ trial intended. 

The rumour of Miss M'Avoy's |alent in distipgoishing 
colours, jsoon occasioned a great influi( of visitors, whq 
went away generally satisfied she really possessed the 
power. A considerable number of medical men had airea* 
dy visited ber, and it became a subject of conversation 
at Dr. Brandreth's, where a large party dined on the 
26th of Oct. 1816. It was ngreed that a certain number 
shoujd meet me, in St. Paul's Square, on the Monday- 
following, at eleven o'clock, and I sent a message to Mr. 
Hughes, stating my intention. I foui^d that, at thei re- 
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f o^st of Mr. LMhan, mirgeon and afietbecary of W«» 
Tortree, Miss M'Aroy bad gone to spend a few days with 
hialiBiniily. A few of the geotlemeo pot off their inten* 
tion to another opportunity ; hot Drs. Trail and Jardine, 
Mr. Eedmayne,* and I, went to Wa^ertree, and we were 
very soon followed by Drs. Formby and Vose. Before 
oar arrival, several persons had visited her, and she had 
b49^n engaged inore or less with them sinee brealcfast time. 
She had named and to|deoloorSy and i have understood 
they were particplarly satisfied thfit Miss M'A voy posses* 
sed this ei^traordinafy power. 

Pr. Jardine toolc the notes upon this ocoaston,and from 
the experiments made at Wavertree, however unsatisfac- 
tory, we inay draw the conclusion, that she did not en- 
tirely fail. At this time the eyes were covered with the 
goggles, and this mode appearedsatiBfactory to the gen- 
tlemen present. She read a few lines in the Roman History, 
sometime correctly, but more frequently she was incor- 
irect. In a partially darkened room, she made nothing 
out, except the white lines and letters upon Dr* Trail's 
varnished snuff box, the white lines of which, Drs. 
Trail and Jardine could scarcely see. In the third ex- 
periment, when the eyes were covered with a handker- 
chief and lint, or goggles and lint, several pieces of 
glass were given to her, and she told three colours out 
of four. It shopld be mentioned however, that she 
brought these glasses from home, and it may be possibly 
supposed, she recollected the figures of the pieces of glass, 
as she had repeatedly fipgered them. If this were the 
case, as the glasses were numerous, her memory must 

have been very tenacious, to have retained the form, 

i 

• Mr. Kent Is meotioiied, in the Nanathe, by mistake, as oneof the 
party at Wavcnraei 
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'andy by the forms, to hare told the eoloar of the glass. 
In the fourth experiment, the eyes were nncorered, and 
she told seven colours out often. If she had been capa- 
ble of seeing, she might as well have told them all cor- 
rectly. We ought not, I think, in candonr, to attribdte 
this greater degree of power, when the eyes w^sre unco- 
vered, to her seeing, but to the relief afforded, and to the 
remission of pain and throbbing in the head, when the 
pressure from the lint, or cotton, &c. were removed. 
In the fifth experiment, her eyes were covered with the 
goggles, stuffed again with lint, and she did not tell any 
thing. In the sixth and last experimenf, the red painted 
/glasses were given to her, when her eyes were anco- 
vered, and she said the colour was red. Upon the whole, 
the trial was unfortunate, and it was afterwards cur- 
rently reported that Miss M^Avoy could see. This dis- 
appointment was iujurious in many respects, not only as 
It related to the suspicions thrown upon Miss M^Avoy's 
veracity ; but ieis it caused a censure to be cast upon Mr. 
Thomas, me, and upon many others, in allowing our-- 
selves to be im posed upon . It was still more unfortunate 
for the investigation of the truth, as it produced a luke 
warmness in man^ respectable individuals of our profes- 
sion, which prevented them from prosecuting the in- 
quiry.* 

Mr. Bickersteth, a respectable surgeon, and one of my 
colleagues at the Infirmary, called upon Miss M'Avoy on 
the Friday evening previousto the 26th of October 1816. 
He gave her, when covered, amongst other things, a piece 
of green silk, striped with one or more yellow lines, and 



f 9ee my comments upon Mr. Sandar8*s pamphlet, where he givee on aoooont 
•f this vMt— Pages 31, 3S, 33, and 34; and pages 140, 150, and 161 ofthiscom^ 
<iniiationofher< 
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certain figares written npon It; of which Mr. Bickerateth, 
before he gave it to her, had not taken notice. She gaid 
the lines were teAiYa, and repeated the number of 
the fignres. On the Saturday following, Mr. Bick- 
ergteth., mentioned at the Infirmary, the general 
circamgtances which had occurred. Dr. Gerard, who 
had formerly been a Physician of that Institution, was 
present, and it was agreed we should visit Miss M^AvOy . 
at one o'clock, ' We called upon Mr. Thomas, and pro- 
ceeded to St. Paul's Square. The eyes of Miss M'Avoy 
were covered with the goggles, and she told almost eve- 
ry colour given to her, and read, dec. When, however,' 
the piece of green silk was again put into her hands, sbe^ 
said this is the same piece of silk which was given to me 
last night ; it then seemed to be green and white lines, 
but it is now green and yellow : light yellow, or straw-co- 
lour, would appear to any one white by candle light, and, 
it did appear white to Miss M'Avoy.* 

On the 31st of October, 1816, Misg M*Avoy visited 
Mr. Charles Clements in Queen-street. There was lit- 
tle fire in the room, and it was so dark that candles were 
brought in, but were afterwards ordered away, from the 
wish they had to hear Miss M'Avoy read, &c. A book 
just published upon brewing, was put into her hands, and 
she read a few lines correctly, but in attempting to read 
the word vat, she only made out a v and a I. Mr. Cle* 
mentst was induced to take the book, and he had some. 
difllcuUy (from the small quantity of fire in the grate,) 
to distinguish the words : be, however, found it out to be 
the letter a, turned upside-down. She told also the co- 
loura of different substances, given to her, very aceu- 



* How may this circumstance be explained? 
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lately, in a light by which no other person conld disfin* 
gaish them, and when the parties were standing between 
•her and the fire.* 

At different timeg, after the examination at Wavertree, 
MiM M*Avoy continued to distinguish colours, when pot 
into her hand, to sew, read, &c. ; but not with so moch 
certahity as she did at first. She was easily agitated^ 
and, if any one disputed the power she possessed, it al- 
ways produced irriUtion, and made her less able to give 
proofs of it But with the amendment of Miss M*Avo/a 
health, the faculty of distinguishing colours, &c. became 
more acute. On this day, ( 17th January, 1817,) she not 
only declared the colour of different cloths, cotton, and 
«llc, but several pieces of silk which were inclosed in a 
small phial bottle ; she traced with her finger the edge 
of each ; and, wlien another phial was given, which did 
notcontain any thing, she declared it to be empty. Bot- 
tles of white glass, holding magnesia, red precipitate, 
red oxyd of mercury, anad bark, were seperately given 
to her, and she accurately named the colour, and told 
how high the bottle was filled with each substance : 
two small bottles , the one containing water, and the 
other spirits of wine, were placed in her hands; she said, 
the first was colourless, like water, and the second was 
similar in colour, but had a different feel, being much 
warmer. I was not certain which was the water, and 
which the spirits of wine, as there was not a perceptible 
difference in colour, until I tasted the contents of the two 
phials, when the second was proved to be the spirits of 



•These fiu!tti»Robonte the Statements of Mr. South and 0^^ Tlielet- 
ter of Mr. Berey in the Appendix, states some d«ts: liemeiitloii8one,tliei 
ing a letter, w^tten In sjrmpatheti&Ink. 
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wine,^ Soon after this period the Rev. Edw. Glover asked 
her, if she could teU the time of the day, by feeliog the 
surface of the glass, covering the dial plate of a watch, 
her answer was, she had never tried it. A watch was gi- 
ven into her hands: she felt the surface of the glass, and 
very soon named the hour. She was afterwards so exact, 
that she not only named the hour, but the number of mi- 
nutes the minuie hand had passed the hour. Once I 
gave her my watch, when the hour was twelve o'clock. 
She mentioned the hour, but observed, there was only 
one hand ; the minute hand being exactly over the hour 
baud. Mr. Glover assured me, that for several days he 
was afraid of speaking of the circumstance, lest he should 
be laughed at; but, she so often repeated this experiment 
in his presence, and in that of other persons, that lie 
made no hesitation in mentioning it. She told the co- 
lour of the diflferent hands, whether they were of gold 6r 
of steel. She distinguished a gold from a silver watch. 
Brass and copper were also submitted to her touch, and 
she im mediately discovered the one from the other. The 
colours ofvariousseals and stones, whether mixed or not, 
were correctly named, as well as those of gems; but it 
was only the colour, and not the nature of the stone, un- 
less she had before been acquainted with it. The eyes 
were covered with the goggles.t 



• The Ber. James Hornby, Rector of Winwick, if I mistake not, made a few 
experiments with diflRarent fluids, which were favourable to the opinion of 
Miss M'Avoy's powers, and, were in some measure similar to those I had made. 

t In this paragraph are contained details which have thrown a doubt upon 
the minds of Miss M'Avoy's friends, and have confirmed, stiU more strongly, 
the suspicioDB of her opponents. As fiicts, no man who has not s«en them will 
believe, that she named colours contahied in glass bottles; or between two pieces 
of glass : or the time of the day in a W9tch,- Ihrough the glass ; or that she 
stated, which she afterwards did, tiie figures of objects at certain distances, 
with her hands placed upon the window s or, in one instance with her back to- 

c e . 
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Ob, or about the 28th of March, Miss M^Avoy first 
made use^ of the magnifying glass, and by applying her 
fin^&j^to the glass, she read the direction upon a label. 
I'he letter^ seemed to Hse^ she said, up to the fingers^ 
On the 19th of April, Messrs. Bickersteth, sen. and jun. 
and I, proceeded to St. PanUs Square. Mr. Thomas was 
also present. The mode of covering the eyes this evfen* 
ing, was one I had tried, for the first time, a few days be* 
' fore, and consisted of a piece of gold beater's skin, sufiici- 
ently large to cover the eye, extended, and sewed upon 
two pieces of velvet, which adhered to each other over 
the nose. The edge of the velvet coold be turned up, so 
that, when the gold beater's skin was Vetted and applied 
<o the eyes, and then allowed to dry, it appeared closely 
adhering to the skin. This mode of covering was plea* 
santerto MissM^Avoy than any other I had before used; 
«nd it 'was a cooler application than either the goggles, 
or the Manchester shawl. She named the colour of 



Wards the window, and in reveial when covered with the goggles, or other 
covering, to the satisfaction of the hye-standers. Yet these Acts have heen 
"Witnessed by the Rev. E. Glover, by the Rev. Thos. Glover, by Mr. Thomas, 
by myself, and many, other individuals; and the experiments which have 
proved their truth, have been repeated by several persons. Mr. Samuel Pea* 
cock, late Surgeon in Liverpool, but now of Upton in Cfaeshirev corroborates 
one of these facts, by an experiment upon hiswatcli, which he altered from 
the real, to an uncertain hour of the day, when Miss M<Avoy was covered not 
only with the goggles, but with gold beaters skin. He placed the watch with 
its face downwards, and covered it with a handkerchief: he then took Miss 
M'Avoy's hand and placed it under the handkerchief upon the glass, when she 
told the time of the day exactly as marked upoii the dial plate.— Vide his let- 
ter in the appendix. 

Having beeh a witness of t^ese facts having tnkgn place, I must fjbrt tfafena 
Ihat credence an unbiassed mind cannot, with justice, refuse ; but I certainly 
cannot deny, that the more 1 think upon the subject, the more I am puzzled 
to account for it ; because it sup|>oses an influence not properly understood, 
and which cannot therefore, be satisfiictorily explained. There can be no doubt 
the statement Is correct, if any reliance is to be placed upon the evidence ff 
^^e senses. 
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e^ery piece of silk that was given tp her, except one, and 
that she told afterwards. A piece of green silk was inclo- 
sed between two pieces of glass, and the edges of the 
glass were sealed with sealing wax : apon feeling the out- 
side of the glass, she said the coloar was green ; a piece 
of red silk was inclosed in a similar manner, which she 
named correctly. She told the hour and minutes in two 
watches, which differed in time from each other. When 
placed in a situation of complete darkness, three cards 
were given to her : the two 6rst were clubs, and the last 
liearts ; she said they w^re all black. A green and black 
pl^id was ^iven into her hands also, when the room 
was quite dark ; but it was black to her feeling. Upon 
Dr. Jardine opening the door, a feeble light was thrown 
upon a part of the plaid, and she then declared it to be 
green and black, when no other person Dy the same light, 
could ascertain the colour. 

It was about this period that Miss M* A voy endeavour- 
ed to amuse herself in making small baskets of coloured 
paper: it was curious to observe her passing the paper 
through the interstices of the basket work. She was of- 
ten foiled by the point of the paper being turned inward 
or outward. If she found she did not succeed after two 
or three attempts, she used her fingers to straighten it, 
and then pushed it through. She sometimes used a pin, 
or needle, to raise the paper under which the point 
should pass. 

June 19th.— Reads and tells colours more perfectly 
than for some time past. Dr. Braridreth and Mr. Shaw 
were present : she read the maker's name in Dr. Bran- 
dreth's hat, " Capon, hat-maker, London," with her 
hands behind her. The eyes were covered with the 
black velvet and gold-beater's skin, with a silk handker- 
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chief tied over the whole. She read several lines, which 
Dr. Brandreth wrote, with tolerable precision ; and when 
she mistook a letter, it was more like what she named, 
than what Dr. Brandreth intended, as it was written in 
great haste. She told some letters opon a snuff box, which 
could not be read easily without a magnifying glass ; 
and, with this glass, she read all the words bnt the termi- 
nation of the last. She traced with her fingers, the land- 
scape, which consisted amongst other objects, of two 
cocks fighting : she said they were like two peacocks : 
the tails of the cocks were very full, and we did not think 
her remark much out of the way. The lines at the bot- 
tom, were ^^ better stuff never trod a midden." She told 
the time of the day, and several colours. Upon taking 
o^the handkerchief, one of the pieces of gold-beater's 
skin was loosened from the eye, but they appeared still 
to be sufiBciently covered by the handkerchief. 

June 24th. — The eyes were covered, for the first time, 
with sticking plaister, and black silk in the centre of the 
plaister, so as to allow the edges to adhere to the cheek 
and nose, and to cover the globe of the eye. 

June 28th. — Was still more accurate in the description 
of colours, in reading with the fingers, and with the mag- 
nifying glass. Traced and told several colours of silk, 
inclosed in a glass bottle. The eyes were covered with 
stiekiug plaister, which had been used once before, with 
a silk haudkerchief over the whole, which went round 
the head, was crossed at the eyes, and was pinned to each 
side of the head, over the ears. The mode appeared very 
welJ adapted to the purpose, because the handkerchief 
being drawn tight, pressed upon the sticking plaister, so 
as to keep it close to the eye ^and, when it was taken off, 
the sticking plaister appeared to adliere very closely to 
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every part where it was applied. Upon taking off the 
sticking plaister, the eyes were so firmly closed, that a 
few seconds passed over before she was able to open 
them. 

June 30th. — I was particularly anxionsihat all the gen* 
tJenen who had seen her at Wavertree, and^any medical 
ineq» or others, .interested in an inquiry of this nature^ 
should visit her. The pain and nneasiness she suffered 
at the Wavertree examination, had left f^n impresion on 
l)er mind not to be easily eradicatefl : she appeared agi- 
tated when the name of any one of the gentlemen was 
jBuddeniy announced to her. 

Drs* Brandreth and Trail, and Mr. Bickersteth, ac- 
companied me to*day. There had been much thunder and 
lightning in the morning. Her pulse was 108 when we 
first entered the housci but In a short time it rose to more 
than 120. The hands and fingers were very cold. The 
eyes were covered with sticking plaister, as before. Dr. 
Trail did not wish any handkerchief to be made use of. 
Strips of sticking plaister were also placed in different 
. directions, but as the muscles of the face,dbc. moved, lit- 
tle crevices were opened in different parts of the sticking 
plaister, which Mr. Bickersteth employed himself in do* 
sing, with the end of a pencil case. She failed in the 
first instance, and was soon very much agitated. Drops 
of perspiration rested upon her upper lip, yet she still en- 
deavoured to feel and name the colours, until at last she 
became quite exhausted. She, however, did name a few 
colours, and told the time of the day, but Dr. Trail was 
not satisfied that the eyes were sufficiently covered, *al- 
thoQgh, when the sticking plaister was taken off, if ap- 
peared to me that it had adhered sufiBciently to answer 
every purpose of blindfolding her ; the marks which were 
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inipr68sed npoD Ibe eheek, were very evident, and the 
eye-lids were closed when the sticldngplaister was taken 
off.* 

As usual, when at a loss, she put her hands to her 
month and head, which excited still further suspicion in 
Dr. Trail that she had «onie improper my>tive in doing- 
so. I might observe, that I had mentioned my inten- 
tion of accompanying Dr. Trail to Miss M^Avoy the 
day before ; and I have no doubt the agitation originated 
from Miss M^Avoy having heard that Dr. Trail had de-* 
elared she could positively see.t 

July 31st. — Mr. Cyrus Morral, a respectable merchant, 
Mr. Pentland, of this town, Mr. Stewart, (his Majesty's 
Consul at New London,) and Mr. Curwen late of Char- 
leston u, but now of Liverpool, who had heard of Miss 
M'Avoy's extraordinary powers requested me to introduce 
them. We proceeded to St. Paul's Square, and I cover- 
ed the eyes with sticking plaister and black silk, in so 
complete a manner, to all appearance, that it was agreed 
by the gentlemen present, it could not be more secure. 
A silk handkerchief was then tied over the whole, crossed 
at the eyes, and pinned above the ears. Several pieces 
of silk were given to her, all of which she named correct* 
ly. ' I had provided twelve square pieces of glass : be- 
tween each piece 1 inclosed a small portion of silk. 



•See commeiits on Mr. Sancten't remarks ttpon this visit, pages 151 and 
163. 

t In a ease of this nature, the most trifling drcumstance gives rise to susfn^ 
don ; but in many instances where she has been observed to do this, it could 
often have been demonstrated that the object she named, was not within the 
line of vision; of couise, covered as she was, iia^t existed, she could not 
see it. 
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They were sealed together with Maling wax, and were 
given in the following order : — 

1. LightBlue, answered, Light Blue. 

2. Straw colour, „ Light yellow, or ttiaw colour* 

3L Two pieces of glass, 1 r Nothing. The .glasaet of a 

without silk, ) f. greenish colour. 

4. Scarlet „ Scarlet. 

9. Dark ruhy, poppy, 



■} „ ..-{ 



Ruby, Qt dark poppy* 



Whitish. 



or mulberry. 

6. Pink, with white' 

spots on one side, 

& white, with pink 

spots on theocher*. 

She told the coloar of two seals belonging to the watch 
of one of the gentlemen, Mr. Carwen ; also the colour of 
the metal "of his watch, and of the riband attached to it, 
which was red, with a blaclc border* She told the time 
ofthe day exactly to half a minute, in two different wat* 
ches. I gave her a piece of paper, cut out from the co- 
vering of Ormerod's History of Cheshire, and she read 
with her fingers **Ormerod*s History of Cheshire, Part 
III. Subscribers copy, No. 200, collated and perfect. 

" Dr. Renwick, 

" Liverpool.** 

My address was written, and the letters which were prin- 
ted were tolerably large. A copy of one ofthe laws of 
the Athenaeum, printed in a very small type, was given 
to her. She could not read it with her fingers, although 
I have before seen her read fully as small print. The 
magnifying glass was put into her hands, and she read 
two or three lines very correctly. Soon after this expe- 
riment, she suddenly lost the power. I requested the 
^ntlemen to attend to the taking off the silk hand- 
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kerdiief from the eyes. When it was taken off, the atick- 
ingplaister was seen adhering olosely to the skin, in 
every part, except in the inner canthos of tfie left eye^ 
where a small pin head might possibly be introdqced, 
but where it was not likely any ray of light could pass^ 
as the handkerchief w^. tied dicectly over it, and the 
light mast have fallen downwards, to have reached the 
eye, through the middle of the handkerchief. After 
the sticking plalster was jremoved, the eye-lids appeared 
quite closed upon the eyes, and it was some time before 
Khe could open them. A few colours were given to her 
a little time after the bandage was taken off, but the power 
\ gone, and she did not tell any of them. 



July>2d.-r-0n the 30th of June, it was proposed that 
another trial should be made in the presence of Dr. 
Brandreth and Dr. Trail. The hour appointed was 
half past one o'clock. Dr. Brandreth was prevented 
from attending, and Dr. Trail did not arrive daring my 
stay in St Paul's Square. Dr. Trail has smce informed 
me he was exactto his time. There nmst havB been some 
mistake in this statement, as I did not leave St. Paars 
Square nntil half past two o'clock. Being anxioos for 
their arrival, I walked in the square to meet them.; and, 
when it was some time past the hour, I met Mr. M'Cor- 
quodale; who expressed a wish to see Miss M^ Avoy. He 
followed me into the house, and I was very sorry that 
Dr. Trail had not been present, as I think from the expe- 
riments made on this day, he would have been induced 
to alter his opinion. — The method employed to blindfold 
her, was Burgundy pitch, spread upon calico. Two 
pieces, large enough to cover the eye-balls, and to lie 
flat npon the cheek bones, were prepared, and a piece of 
black silk placed in the centre, leaving a border snlBcl- 
cntly large to adhere to the skin. The plaisters were 
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warmed at the kltchea fire, aad applied tb^re i6 tttd 4y4a 
by Mr. Thomas, and they adhered apparently as close as 
possible. 'Th0 sHk haudkerchief was firatly bound ov4t 
th^m. She went through the foriner routine of expert 
ments. She read tvt^o address cards; told th(i differ-^ 
ent dolours of the cards, the due was ^hlte, and th^ 
other a stone colour ; mentioaed the time of the day ; 
the ndetal of Mr. M'CorqUddale's watoh, and she read» 
through a magnifyiug glass, several liada in a band biU« 
Sereral silks w^re pilt into a phial bottle, eaeh oif which 
she Denied correctly. Four locks of hair were separat- 
ly j^oed in her han4ls, diui sh^ declared them aocuriitely 
to be three shades of brown, and one of grey hair* From 
the two former trials, the skin about the eyes was in* 
flamed by the application of the sticking plabter ; and 
from this, the skin was excoriated ; a sufficient proo^ 
that it had adhered very close)y»4ir 

, July Sthfr— She told old th^ tiitte df the day by my 
wa tch. 1 placed a light rose-coloured leaf between the 
glass and the dial plate of my watehi and I did the samd 
with a blue flower in Mr. Thomas's watch. The eye- 
lids weire closed by Mr I'hbmas's finders : she declared 
correctly the colour of the leaf in my watch to be a very 
light pink^ with one part of it yellow, aod another pajft 
white, and that in Mr. Thomas's Watch to bd blue. 



* See Mr. Sandan^s account of this visit, in his pamphlet, pages 17 and l(i, 
and my comments on the pAitild manner in which he has noticed this ezand- 
natlon. Indeed^ if I had republished his whole pamphlet, as weUaa the let^ 
ters, I think the public would have s^en how jinfairly he has entered into the 
^tiflcussion of the facts in the Narrative. The perusal of his own pamphlet would 
have more effect to condemn him in the opinion of ihe unbiassed individual, 
than any thing I might be able to say upon the sul](|«ct; an^ it moqt conspi- 
Guously §£jpge»8f that the last olgect he had in view was the elucidation of the 
truth* 

Bd 
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Au^st Ist.— I fonnd the Rer. Messrs. Thomtis, Ed- 
ward and Vincent Glover at Miss M'Avoy's. Miss 
M*Avoy.*8 powers which had been very deficient for some 
time past, Were again elicited iti the presence of these 
gentlemen, and, having more leisure, than I had, at the 
time, they prbsecnled their inqniries with great persever-^ 
ance from the 30th Jnly, to the evening of August 2d. 
They have favoured me with the result of their experi- 
ments, which I shall repeat in their own Words, aftet 
fliy own detail of facts; 

August 4th. — With her hand placed behind her tipoti 
the window, opposite to the communion ebd of the 
church, she told the figures of different people passhig 
iiud sometiihes named the colour of the clothes, or any 
thing that might be on the head, or in the hand, or upon 
the shoulder, or back of the person. She told also 
the positions of four different workmen in the Church 
Yard, one by one, as they sat down ; and then of the 
fout ; she stated orie to be reading a paper Or book ; the 
second, io have his hands folded slctoss h\^ bfeast ; the 
third, with his hands in his breeches pockets ;* and the 
fourth, in some position which I do not recollect. 1 al- 
most itivariably kept my eyes upon Miss M'Avoy's face 
during this eirperiment, Whilst Mr. Thomas reported to 
me their situation. 

Aug> st 14th.-^j\ large piece of pasteboard was made 
use of to-day. It was cut so as to admit the nose, and to 
press upon th^ checks, and forriiea d sort of gtenadler's 
cap, rising above the head. Cotton wool was sewed up- 
on the edges, where it touched the nose and cheek, both 
inside and out. Tapes were attached to it in two or three 

^ The hands were tinder on apfom 
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diflerent places, wbieh were tied roand the back of the 
h^ad» and a smiJl piece of tape closed it still more over 
ike nose. Applied to my face, and to that of several 
other geptteo^en^ we could not see; but if it were put 
lapon the nose of any gmdtleman which was more.promi • 
4ient, it did not fit well, and a person thus constructed^ 
might see and d0scrU>e colours. The same remiark might 
be made upon the goggles ; but when the cross string 
^ver the nose is tied firmly, it is scarcely possible for any 
one to see so as to distinguish any objeqt. At apy raie> 
Miss M' Avoy's eyes were completely covered with it, as 
]»y lookipg from above dowp to the pose^ I could ^e? no 
object. The cotton^ wool, silk, and cloth were given to 
her, but she did not distinguish any of them. Thursday 
.was v#ry hot and gloomy. The hapds and fingers were 
vf arm»but therei^was a clammy moisture upon them, which 
«ippeared to take a*fay the feeling as much as when they 
xir ere cold. 

August 15th.— Yesterday, after my visit, she told co- 
lours, read, &c, very well. Tliis nq^jprning, also, she was 
very correct in all the experiments which were made. 
A carriage was at the door, with servants in livery. 
With her face turned sideways from the window, and my 
hand between the window and the face, she named the 
colour of the field in the coat of arms upon the pannel 
of the carriage, at the distance of six feet, and the live- 
Ties of the servants, which were brown, with blue cuflFs. 
She described correctly every colour in a shawl, the 
ground of which was black, with several bright colours 
upon the border, and she traced exactly how far the one 
colour extended, and where another began, as well as 
the different shades of each colour. 

August leth.—Several ladies accompanied me to visit 
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Miss M*Avojy and she did every thing almost without a 
single failnre. One lady stood in the street, without ap- 
prising Miss M*Avoy, that she was gt^tng thither. T^o 
eyes were corered with the goggles. She was desired to 
feel upon the glass, and to describe the object passing. 
She answered accurately, that the lady's gown was 
^hite; that she had a bine spencer on, and a green um« 
brella in her hands. She distinguished the colotir of a 
supposed cairngorum stone : the colour die named, Imt 
she said it was not a stone, but glass. At the time, « file 
app^red to me, to act upon rt, but these stones hare 
since been shewn at Mr. Harper's shop, in Lord-street, 
and it is said they are cairngorum stones, 

# 
August 23d. — She was not so expert to-day, and could 
not name correctly the silks, Ac. indtfsed between the 
glass. She told, however, several colours of silfcs and 
papers, both with the goggles on, and when the goggles 
were t^kep off, and one or two With the fingers pressed 
upon the eye-lids. Two pieces of stickingplaister, which 
had been used before, were shewn to the party, as one^ 
the means used for blindfolding her ; they were fixed, up* 
on her eyes, with a handkerchief tied properly over them. 
Mr. Richard Rathbone held his fingers on eadi side of 
the nose, so as to prevent any possibility of seeing down- 
wards. In this situation sbe told one or more colours te 
his satisfaction. The younger brother of Mr. Rath- 
bone, Mr. Adam Hodgson, and several ladles wore pre- 
sent. She told also one or two coloured papers, with 
the colours on the under side. One piece of paper was 
purple on the underside, and on the tipper it was pink. 
She was desired to name the upper side, and she said U 
was pink, but she was not observed even to touch it. She 
named the under side purple. The circumstance of her 
naming the pink colour surprised us all. The goggles 
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\ at thUi time used. Might «he oot haVe felt the up. 

. per surface, though we dkl pet observe her to do 90?* 

She also told the time of the day by the watcb» and read 

a few*^erda. She named oorreotly^a blue vrater colour, 

vrhioh covered the ineide of .i| saooer. 

August ^th.—- Mr. WMsou, of Castertoft, in Westmor<> 
land, his son, the vicar of Preston, and the late Mr. Edw. 
Hougfatoo, ▼isited her to*day. The eyes were covered 
with the gog^es : a white eambrick handkerchief was 
^ven by Mr. WiUon ; she said it was white. Mr. £• 
Houghton gave her a mlk handkerchief, which she named 
yellow and scarlet ; and I gave her one> which she de- 
clared correctly to be scarlet, jrellow, and chocolate. 
S|ie mentioned the cplonrs of «ilk, which were placed 
between five doable glasses ; and one which did not con- 
tain any silk, she declared to be void. She read the di- 
rection of a letter to the Rev. R. C. Wilson, Preston, Lan-^ 
cashire, and the post ,mark, Rotheram, and traced the 
figure 9, BmA named it She read also a few words, with 
and without a magnifying glass, in a written abstract 
from an act of Parliament, which JVIr. Wilson had in 
his petsessioB. She told the time of the day in two 
different watches, but not exactly to the minute, as I 
have repeatedly observed her to do. When the fingers 
were put over the eyes, she told nothing. The piece of 
pasteboard before named was fixed upon her nose. She 
named nothing with her fingers, or on the liand^ but she 
told two colours placed upon ber under lip. The 
other colours she could not name but said they were 
black, and so she said they were after the goggles had 
been taken off. The handa were warm, hut with a 



* 1 have since asked Miss M<Avoy if she felt the card previous to dcdgring 
tho colour* Her answer was, ske did feel it* ^ 
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claminy moistare npoa the -finger^. With tier hand ape« 
the window, she told the coloar of the (lev. R. C. 
Wilson's coat, and that he had somethiiig white in his 
hand ; bat this experiment, however it migbt be decisive 
to me, under the impression I have that she is blind, 
would not be so to any other person, because Miss 
M' Avoy was uncovered at the moment 

August SOtfa. — ^I appointed Mr. Smith, an iogenioM 
artist and engraver, to meet me in St. Paoi's Square, at 
three o'clock p. m. Before be came, a . young, lady in 
the neighbourhood, seeing me go into the house, follow- 
ed, and requested that she might see the yonng person 
who was blind. Miss M^Avoy very kindly allowed the 
lady to come in ; and as soon as the goggles were tied 
over the face, a few pieces of silk were given to har ; ^he 
na'med^the colour of each separately and correctly. In 
giving her another piece the power was gone ; but a^ 
her hand was held out sideways upon the table, she 
pressed occasionally upon the left arm against the edge 
of the table, which made me suppose this pressure had 
deadened the sensibility of the nerves oif the arm : I 
therefore gave the colour into the right hafld, apd she 
immediately named it. This experiment, whtpb had 
accidentally occurred, was repeated three or four times 
with a similar result. She told several colours of silk, 
inclosed between different square pieces of glass ; the 
time of the day, to half a minute, in two different watches; 
the name of the hatroaker in Mr. Smith's hat ; and jread 
part of an advertisement which he brought with hte* 
both with and without the magnifying gilass. The young 
lady threw down a chimney ornament, containing: 
several flowers that were nearly dried up ; she attempted 
to take them op from the floor, after the goggles were 
taken off from Miss M'Avoy's face. Miss M'Avfiy 
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Aedired. ber not to trouble herself. Upon beiag asked 
how she knew that any person bad attempted to take 

them up, she immediately said $he heard the lady grasp 

them in her hands. 

September 1st — Mr. Thompson called npon me to 
request I would interest myself in obtaining leave to visit 
Miss M^Avoy, for a lady and gentleman of Halifax, who 
were strangers, and were to leave town in the morning. 
Miss M^Avoy agreed to receive them, and three o'clock 
was the hour appointed. We found Mr. Smith, the en- 
graver, and his brother in the house. Mr. and Miss 
Ramsden, Mr. W. Ingram, Mr. Ingram juD. Mr. Thomp- 
son and I, formed the party. The goggles were tied 
over the face of Mr. Ingram, jun. who declared, he could 
not perceive the least ray of light. They were then tied 
upon Miss M^Avoy. A hat was given to her, with the 
name of the maker, and figures in the inside of the crown. 
It was lined with yellow silk. She declared the colour 
of the silk lining, but could not make out the name in the 
hat. She read a part of an advertisement upon a card ; 
a line or two from an old newspaper, with the magnify- 
ing glass ; and Miss Ramsden's name, upon an address 
card. She told the colour of silks separately, and be* 
tween glasses ; the time of the day ; the colour of dijfer* 
4»tkt seals ; was doubtful of the colour of an amethyst, 
calling it poppy, ruby, purple, or lilac. She named up- 
on a varnished box, the figure of a miser, his green cap, 
spectacles, coat, fnkborn and pen, and his money. I 
asked her if she recollected -to have had the box, in ber 
hands before? She answered, no. I then told her, itfr, 
Orefl4ey, of the Infirmary, had produced it once when ha. 
visited her. She then remembered he bad given her this 
box. She lost the power for a few minutes, and then re- 
covered it. A day or Uvo ago, she told colours which 
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#ere placed upoil her feet and upon her legs, but she did 
not retain the power for more than one or two aiihdtes. 

Septembi^r 8d. — 1 this niol^ning I'opnd Miss M^Avoy 
very complaining, and looking worse than 1 had seen her 
for many daysr. It seems, a large party visited her yes- 
terday. The appointment was at half-pcusi two o'clock, 
but the party were admitted at two, before Miss M'Avoy 
was reildy to receive them. She hurried herself in dress- 
ings and was very much heated when she went down 
into the parlour. Dr. Jardine apd several other persons 
were present. The pasteboard and cotton were prefer- 
red by one of the gentlemen j who held his fingers over 
the pasteboard and nose, and placed himself immediately 
before her, so that it brought on agitation ; she could not 
tell any colour, and was soon obliged to retire into antf^ 
ther room. Her hands were of a burning heat; her face 
was very much flushed ; the pulse, at one period, waft 160. 
It was a considerable time before she became composed; 
' A few. of the party went away, and others came in. In 
a short time, she told colours, read, &q. so as to satisfy 
those who were present.'ti' 

Mr. Richard Ratbbone, Mr. Barclay, their ladies, Miss 
. Reynolds, of Colebrook Dale, and two oth^r young la-^ 
dies, were present in the afternoon. The eyes were co- 
vered with the goggles. She told the colour of two or 
three sorts of silk, light blue, dark blue, and white, which 
covered a small pocket book, belonging to Mrs. Barclays 
of a white pocket handkerchief; of a parasol, green, white> 
and green and white mixture ; and the colour of tbe 



* This is the meeting to whieh Mr. B. Smith alludes, wlien he speakM of ma 
grimaces of Sir G. B. CoQier, aad their eflfect upon Miss M<AToy. See psge 
. 18& 
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pelisses of the two young ladies, which were blue and 
white. * Named a guinea, a shilling, a sixpence, and a 
three shilling piece, placed upon plain glass, and feeling 
through another glass. She became now agitated ; the 
feeling left her, and she was not able to tell a single 
colour. I desired her to go out of the room for a few 
minutes ; upon returning, she told the time of the day 
In one watch exactly, in the other, not within two or 
three minutes, but she afterwards corrected herself. 

She told the following liquids in phials :— 

Blue, answered, Blue. 

Purple, „ Purple. 

Red,. 



Black, 

Water, 

Spirit of Wine,. 
Green, 



Red*. 

Orange. 

Black. 

Colourlett) tt water. 

Ditto.^ 

Green. 



She could not read any thing, and was obliged to have the 
groggles taken off two or Ifaree times. She told several 
stones correctly. Mr. Barclay tried thegoggleson^ and by- 
working the muscles of his face ia different direotionSi 
he managed to tell the time of the day by a watch ; but * 
his nose was very premtnent, and not at all similar to that 
of Miss M^Avoy ; had the covering extended alittle more 
down to the point of the nose, and been tied a little 
tighter, it is probable he could not have seen. I most ob- 
serve, that the cotton had been so padded down by fire- 
qnent use, that there appeared an opening' under the cot* 



• But not the same; she said it was colder. The water had been put into 
the bottle some time before, and tib^e spirit of wine had'been just taken out item 
a large bottle at the druggist^s. She had <m the 17th of January, declared tha 
spirit of wine to be warmer; Might not^ this be explained l^ the diflterence of 
temperature, as the bottle of water had been in my waittcoaty and tha spirit of 
wine in my coat pocket? 

Ee 
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ion, above the nostrils, and she appeared to look side- 
ways, during the latter experiments; bat, I have reason 
to think, this mode of appearing to look at the object, 
arises more from habit than from any design. Mr. Barclay 
was not quite satisfied with respect to the covering, and 
it was very natural this should be the case, whea he could 
himself see through it. She afterwards told a purple 
flower behind her, a light yellow, a marygoid, and a 
small pincushion of red cloth, by feeling with her hand 
under a white handkerchief, lying upon her knee. She 
was extremely ill, during the greater part of this exami- 
nation. She returned a cornelian heart, which Mr. 
Rathbone had left when he visited her before, and seem* 
ed to give it to him without any doubt of his person. Mr. 
Rathbone was low, and Mir. Qarclay tall in stature. The 
^olar spectrum was thrown upon her hands, dec. but she 
felt nothing ; the sun, which shone upon her head, seemed 
to affect her by its heat* ' 

September 8th. — Uncovered, she could not namie co* 
lours to-day with her fingers. Covered with the gog^ 
gleS) she named a straw coloured silk, placed upon her 
under lip. In going out, Dr. Freckleton and Mr. Pea- 
cock, surgeon, met us, and wished to have seen Miss 
M*Avoy, butj being so very ill, it was thought advisable 
for them to defer their visit to another opportunity. Mr* 
Thomas observed however, that they might as well see 
her, as it would be an introduction, and might induce 
the family to receive th^m at a future time* . They went^ 
in, tried on the goggles, and were satisfied they could 
not see with them* Alias M'Avoy was induced to put 
them on, and Mr. Peacock gave her his watch, she told 
tirs name of the metals which was silver^ and the time of 
the day. She did the same to Dr. Freckleton's, which 
was gold. Named the time of the day^ which was a few 
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minutes later in the one watch than in the other. Was 
aslced to name how many fingers were upon the watch, 
but in attempting to do so, she found the power was 
gone. 

September 1 1th. — Mr. Wilbraham Egerton, of Tatton, 
Cheshire, his lady and son, M^. Perry, Mr. Gresley, two 
of his friends, a gentleman and lady, and Mr. Bennet, an 
out pupil of the Infirmary, were present. The goe:gle8 
were tried by Mr. Egerton, who was satisfied with the 
mode of blindfolding her. Mrs. Egerton gave her a drab 
coloured silk shawl, with a flowered border of different 
colours, white, green, red, yellow, &c. which she de- 
scribed with great exactitude. She told the time of the 
day in three different watches, which were not alike in 
time, and the colour of two, a gold and a silver hunting 
watch. Of this latter, she said it was silver on both sides, 
but there was no glass as in the other watch. She de- 
scribed the colours of silk, between four pair of glasses, 
sealed with red wax ; and she detected the one which 
was empty. She read a few words of a direction of a let- 
ter, but did not make out the whole, as it was not very 
easy to decypher the writing. She read with the convex 
g^lass three names upon a card. She told the colour of 
Mr. Egerton's horses with her hand upon the window 
glass; that the one was a light and the other a darker 
brown; that a lady was seated in the cur riclcj and, that 
there was something red near her. She occaslonaly lost 
the power, but soon recovered it again, upon the gog- 
gles being taken off, and being allowed to go into the next 
room to cool herself. 

September 12th. — The Rev. John Yates, the Rev. 
stomas Belsham, and the two Misses Yates, were ad- 
mitted this morning. I was present, but not being pre- 
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pared with any colours for the purpose of examinatioo, 
I went out to procure some. Upou my return, Dr. 
Taylor, late of Bolton, and another gentleman, seeing- 
ihe Rev. J. Yates's carriage at the door, had gone into 
the house. She read very uncertainly a few words, and 
told the time of the day in a watch. She named again 
the time of the day in two ot^er watches^ which were 
not exactly alike. I gave into her hands several pieces 
of sillc, which she described correctly, and a tew wa- 
fers of rather uncertain hues, which she did not make oat 
well. A seal was given to her, but she could not name 
the colour. Upon the whole, her powers were deficient, 
in comparison, to what they sometimes are.^i', 

September Idth. — Dr. Brandreth, the Rev. James 
Hornby, Rector of Winwick, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Luke, 
Mr. Evans, and several other pers<ius, were present at 
this examination. The heat of Miss M^Avoy's hands was 
about 90 degrees of Fahrenheit. She told different co- 
loured silky, very correctly ; the double glasses containing 
silks, and one piece of cotton with red stripes, which 
had been given to her more than once before. She read 
several lines, in a correct manner, from a volume of the 
Rev. Mr. Murphy's sermons, which had been lately pre. 
sen ted to her by the author,botb with and without the mag- 
nifying glass. She endeavoured to read a part of a letter, 
which the Rev. J. Hornby placed in her bands; but' she 
did not do it with that certainty I have often observed^ 
She told to whom the face belonged of an engraved por- 
trait, which I am informed she had never had in her 
hands before, by feeling it all over with her fingers. It 
was the portrait of the late Rev. William Tarleton, who 



* Some obgerraUotui are made upon this visit, by Dr. Taylor, which I have 
already commented upon. See pages 182 and 183* 
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lost ilia Ufief in conaeqaenoe of a ferer, which he ii said tp 
have caught doring a laborioua attendance ppon the siqk 
poor belonging to the Roman Catholic persuasion. Dr. 
Jardinc; came in a little before this pef iod, and infomied 
vs she had named him, jfhen placed near the rails of the 
church-yard, with her fingers upon the window glass.# 
Dr. Brandreth gave her a varnished snuff bo^, upop 
which there was the picture of an old man. She said it 
ivas an old man, but she did not make it out as well i|s 
nsual. Through a plain glass she felt the features of a 
^ntleman, the Rev. James Hornby, who had spectacles 
on, reflected from a common mirror, and of Mr. Tho- 
mas, wfhose name she mentioned. She suddenly said the 
power was gone. She also lost the power several times 
before, and she did nothing when the pasteboard, with 
cotton wool, was placed upon her nose in a horizontal 
direction from the nose. She could not tell the colour 
of -two seals, which were given to her by Dr. Brandreth, 
.but she declared they were both stones. She told one 
colour, blue, behind her. The hand^ were both mode- 
rate as to temperature, except at the latter end of the 
examination, when they became more heated and clam- 
my. She told nothing: with her hands placed qpon the 
window. The eyes were covered with the goggles. 

Sept. I5th. Three ladies were present. The goggles were 
tied over the eyes. She told the time of the day in three 
different watches exactly. She named the colours of dif- 
ferent silks, and she told four with a handkerchief thrown 
over the head, between her hand and the silks. The last 
colour she told In this way she said was blue, and, in an 



* She had never seen Dr. Jardine before her illnei^s, (when she could see) 
but he had frequently visited her since. 
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instant after, it was black, and then, the power was gone« 
The colour of the silk was blue. 

September 16th.— I saw her to-day with a gentleman of 
the profession. She told the time of the day ^pon two 
watches ; three or four silks, which I gave her, and one 
silk taken from the inside of the case of the gentleman's 
watch ; the nature of the metal, the colour of the seals, 
Ac. and read a single line in a book.. The goggles were 
nsed, as they were in f^e afternoon, when I am informed 
Lord Stanley the Rer. James Hornby, of Winwick, Cap- 
tain Hornby, and Mr. Thomas were present. I under- 
stand they expressed their satisfaction at the powers she 
exhibited. 

September 17th. — Mr. and Mrs. Freme^ Mrs. M'Allis- 
te)r, the late Rev. Mr. Goodier, the Miss Bixons, the 
late Mr. Thomas Davies, Mr. Robert Clay, and several 
other persons were present. The weather being very 
warm, and the goggles heating her very nuicb, I pro- 
posed she should try the black velvet and gold- 
beater's skin. It was prepared by one of the ladies. Miss 
Dixon, by sewing two pieces of sufficient size upon white 
Persian sjlk, which being wetted with a little water, was 
affixed upon the eyes very closely. The blaqk velvet, 
and gold beater's skin, as before mentioned, was also 
wetted, and applied over the former; and, over all, a 
silk handkerchief was tied, until the gold beater's skin 
was dried so as to adhere firmly upon the eyes and sur- 
rounding parts. She named the colour of different 
silks, of wafers, and of seals. She was mistaken in an 
Ornament, consisting of small green and red stores, in 
imitation of emeralds and rubies, which she said w^e 
not glass, but she told the colour of each accurately, 
except one, although irregularly intermixed. She after* 
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wards said they were glass. She declared the colour of 
two amethysts to be a darker and paler lilac. The paler 
she said was set round with pearls, and was a real stone : 
the other, which was a seal, was not real, but glass. 
She told the colour of silks contained in a glass bottle : 
she named the time of the day in different watches ; she 
read a line and a half in the Rev. Mr. Murphy's Ser- 
mons, without the glass, and four lines and a half in a 
small pamphlet wliich one of the gentlemen brought with 
him, with the magnifying glass. She could not tell the 
time of the day by feeling through the green glass, plac- 
ed over the glass of the watch, nor could she name a 
colour, placed^ below the first piece of plain glass, 
-whilst she held the second, and passed her fingers over 
it as nsual.^ With a mirror upon her knee, and feeling 
through the plain glass, she mentioned the general ap- 
pearance, reflected, of a gentleman looking into the glass 
With spectacles, and also noticed a watch ^/hich I placed 
over the mirror. Miss M*Avoy did not to-day possess 
the power of distinguishing persons in the street, by the 
application of the hand to the window. When the gold- 
beater's skin, &c. were taken off, it was evident the eye- 
lids were completely closed, and that the gold beater's 
skin adhered to every part surrounding the eyes. 

September 20th. — Several persons came in whilst I 
was in the house, and Miss M^Avoy allowed the goggles 
to be tied over her eyes. She told the time of the day in 



• It is curious she was liot able to read a letter, or distinguish a colour when 
placed between two plain glasses, separated from each other, because the sepa- 
ration of the glasses would not prevent her from discerning the object, if she 
really could see. Again when the glasses lay flat upon each other, and the si-* 
tuation of the object was not altered by the power of refraction she could 
read and name colours through them, although she observed the object was not 
flo distinct as through only one glass. 
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three different watches, and the colour of different silkis. 
She read two or three lines in different books, one of 
which belonged to a young lady who was present, tery 
correctly. I tried her with the glass oter hier head, but 
she could not distinguish any object through it. 

September 23d. — Several persons ^ere present ih Hus 
n^orning, to whom she named colours ; told the time of 
the day, Ac. One gentleman gave her*a seal, which she 
said was red : upon being asked whether it was stone or 
glass, she hesitated for a few moments, and then said it 
did not appear to her to be either. It was a seal of 
Tessds composition.* He al^ gave her a Labrador 
stone, the colour of which, in some instances^ she de- 
scribed correctly to our view ; in others, she seemed to 
be incorrect. Mr.^nd Mrs. E&rle, Mr. Wm. Earle, and 
the young ladies of the family, the Rev. John Yates, 
Mr. Adam. Hodgson, and many other gentlemen and 
ladies were present in the afternoon. The eyes were 
covered with two pieces of gold beater's skin ; the one 
sewed upon crape, and the other upon black silk ; she 
read, told colours, the time of the day, the colour of 
seals, &c. with considerable correctness, and apparently 
to the satisfaction of the party. She felt the hair of two 
or three gentlemen, but did not name the colour correctly. 
The party appeared satisfied that the covering was suffi- 
cient for the purpose of blindfolding herf. 



* Miss M^Avoy has said the real stones or gems, fed harder and more solid ; 
the glass softer; and this composition stone softer than glass ; yet the dUference 
was not perceptible to a conunon observer, when the colour wa» the same ; not 
isit likely she could have obtained the knowledge of a lapidary, to have enabled 
her to state the difilerence between each. 

t See Mr. Koster's Letter in the Appendix, and my observatioiis upon iU 
pages 173 and 174. 
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September 34tli.— Eight o'clock, ?* M.— Mr. Ttn^inafl 
called npoD me ip say there had been a lar|;e party at 
Mr. Hughes^s early in the afternooDy 'and that Miss 
M'Avoy had been thrown into a very unpleasant state 
by the intrusion of a gentleman,^ who, open Mr. Thomas 
placing upon ^e eyes the 6r8t covering above described, 
went down upon his knees and locking up to Miss 
M^Avoy, declared, before it was sufficiently dried, that 
the eye-lids were open, and that she could see. This 
observation, it seems, led to others, whieh were unplea- 
sant to Miss M^Avoy and to the party, and she was 
thrown into that state of confusion which might be 
naturally expected .from such a charge. If the gentle- 
man had 'wished to defeat the expectations of the party, 
he could not have taken a more effectual method, as 
every thing whioh agitates her, immediately destroys the 
power. I have since seen Mr. Nairn, a respectable sur- 
geon, in Union-street, who was present on the same 
day, and he assures me, that in the presence of the Rev. 
James Barr, minister of the Scotch Church in this town,, 
and Mr. M'Culloch, jun. with her eyes covered with the 
gold beater's skin. Miss M'Avoy told the time of the 
day in a watch, one or more colours, and satisfied them 
completely, she was blindfolded, so as to prevent her 
from seeing, if she even possessed the power of vision. 

September 85th — Dr. Braadreth, the Rev. James and 
George Hornby, the Hon. Edward Stanley, and a party, 
from Knowsley, visited M»s M^Avoy. Mr. Thomas and 
I were present. The eyes were coverctd with gold beat- 
er's skin, sewed slightly upon a little crape, sufficiently 
large to cover the eye-ball, and to press down the eye- 



• lunderstand this was the only virit Mr. Sandars ever paid Af iss M^Avoj. 
For hit own account of it, I r«f^ the reader to his pamphlet. 

Ff ' 
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lid. After they had remained for some time, it was allow- 
ed by the persons present that the eye-lids were properly 
^osed. Another piece of gold beater's skin was sewed 
upon a larger piece of black silk, wetted by a small 
sponge, dipped in water, and applied over the first piece. 
In a little time also, this application appeared to adhere 
firmly over the eyes, and to rest upon the upper part of 
the cheek. Severalpieces of silk were given to her ; she 
. named the colour of each correctly. The colours of the 
pieces of silk, inclosed between two' glasses, and sealed 
with red wax, were declared. She told the colour of se- 
veral liquids contained in phial bottles. I have seen her 
more correct than in this experiment, as she said two bot- 
tles contained colours different from what they really 
were. She pointed out the various colours of silks con- 
tained in a small phial bottle. She traced the lines, and 
declared the figures printed on a piece of calico, which 
had, a little before, been brought in from one of the 
ghops, and she told also, generally, the different colours 
of the print. 'She named the time of day, in different 
watches, exactly ; the colour of seals ; and she read son^e 
lines both with and without the magnifying glass. She 
iold a guinea, a shilling, and a sixpence, placed upon one 
glass, through another plain glass ; but an eighteen penny 
piece, she could describe only as larger than a shilling. 
If I mistake not, she. said afterwards '^ bank token was 
marked upon it,'* the reverse side being uppermost. She 
described through the plain glass, the persons of two 
gentlemen, reflected from a mirror. She thought one 
of the gentlemen was Mr. Hornby, whose reflected image 
she had described before in a similar manner. Mr. 
George Hornby, who had put on his brother's Specta- 
cles, is said to bear a strong resemblance to him. Mr. 
Hornby wears powder ; but she said the gentleman whom 
she perceived, had dark hair. She declared that a hand 
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was raised up to his face, and then, that he had a g\am 
in his hand. She could not read with a concave gla^ 9A 
a short distance ; but when it was placed upon the book,, 
she read two or three words. She lost the power occa« 
sionally, and went into the back room. Dr. Brandreth, 
Mr. George Hornby, and I, followed her. With her 
hands upon her back, she could not name the colour of 
one or two pieces which were put into her hands ; but 
she told correctly three colours, with one hand placed 
rather sideways than behind her. She was still covered 
with the gold beater's skin. Mr. Hornby was requested 
to take off the covering, and he, as well as the rest of the 
party, had no doubt of .her being perfectly blindfolded/ 
and that she could not have seen, even if her eyes bad 
been perfect. 

September 27th.— The two Miss Alansons, of Waver- 
tree, and Miss Burrow, of Ormskirk, were present. Miss 
M'Avoy was covered with the goggles. She told the co- 
lour of several $i!ks; and of the silks contained between 
the glasses. As a party from Knowsley was expected, 
1 thoug-ht it better to defer the trial of any more experi- 
ments until their arrival. It happened, however, that 
they did not come, and I proceeded to fix the gold beat- 
er's skin upon the eyes. The pieces with crape and gold 
beater's skin were first applied, after closing the eyelids; 
and afterwards the black silk and gold beater's skin. — 
They were allowed a sufficient time to dry and adhere to 
the skin. She told the time of the day in a watch, ex- 
actly to a minute. She named two pieces of money 
placed upon a glass, feeling through another piece of 
glass. She told the reflected appearance of one of the 
ladies, from a mirror, through a^plain glass, with great 
correctness; and, when the lady had put on her face a 
pair of spectacles, and looked into the gla^s^ Miss 
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M^Avoy immediately observed the ledy had pot on tbe 
spectacles. She read several lines both wtth and irithoot 
glasses, in two different books. The coyerings were 
now taken off, which had adhered firmly to the skin ; 
the eyelids appeared to be perfectly closed, and it was 
some time before she conld open them, from being, as it 
were, glaed together.^t 

September 29th.— I was requested to meet Dr. Mao* 
kenzie, of the Medical Staff, this morning about the nsQal 
time of my visiting Miss M^A voy. I found him, aoeom- 
panied by three ladies. Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Joseph 
Brandreth, were also present 

She went through the different trials to the entire sa- 
tisfaction of the parties who were present. The gold 
beater's skin was used ; the first piece was sewed upon 
musliD; and after this was applied and allowed to be suf- 
ficiently dried, another piece of gold beater's skin, which 
had been sewed upon black velvet, w^ wetted and ap- 
plied over the first piece. It adhered to the upper part 
of the cheek bone. When these were taken off. Dr. 
Mackenzie and Mr. Brandreth declared their convic- 
tion of Miss M'Avoy having been blindfolded effectually. 
I requested Mr. Brandreth again to try the effects of the 
belladonna, rubbed with a camel hair pencil upon the 
upper eyelid. The strong solution which had been made 
us« of before, for a similar experiment, was now used. 
The pupils did net appear to be more dilated, or, at least, 
in no material degree, after it had remained on the up- 



* Mr. Sandan has endeavoured to throw ridicnle upon the eyelids being, as 
it were, glued togeftier, but 1 have no doubt my aaaertion will be cono- 
berated by other individuals. Indeed, if 1 mistake not, tbeyoung lady alluded 
to, in page 6, of the continuation of the Casi^ felt the inconvenience of tfaa 
gold beater's skin from a siiBiUr caocw* 



%9» " 

f«r •T^tid for a MOtideraUe tkM; aad, U »citd to W 
tlMir jotei optoioQ, tlMt Mlm M'Atoj WMUiad^ Md tho 
UiiMlii^if WMh MOMOMd by Ibe d«feet of tho ^tio 
nerve.* 

Mr. Srooko of the Cutom-bouio called open me, to 
re^iuest I would obtain permteioa for Mr. Leieeslery 9mm 
of the Welsh Jiidges, Mr. Goodbaok, and himaelfy to vi- 
ait Mi88 M'Avof . The boor appoinled was half-past two 
in the afternoon. I met Mr. Darenport, an old friend, 
who oarries on an extenalve pottery and i^lass mannfcc-' 
tory in Staffordshire, as I was going to St. Panl's Square, 
and requested him to aoownpany me. When we arrked, 
we found the gentlemen ahove-named already there, and 
Pr. Jardine also made one ofthe party. Theeyea were, 
after a little time, covered with the gold beater^i shin, 
sewed upon mnsUn, and applied as before. After Imv- 
ing been allowed to remain for a few minutes^ that tbey 
miglii.be completely dried, the second application ef 
gold beater's skin and black velvet was made over the 
former covering. The genflemen allowed the mode 
of biiadfolding was complete. Three or fonr MkM wore 
given to her, which she named correctly. Three silk hand- 
kerchiefs were separately given to her. The first was 
yellow and red, with another dark coloor, which she said 
was yellow, red, and brown ; but I am not certain whe- 
ther the colour were black, or a dark green, or brown. — 
The second was iv»d, yellow, and chocolate ; the third 
was red and white, which were correctly named. She 
told a straw colour inclosed between two glasses. Three 
watches were given to her: she told the time of the day 
in all of them correctly, except in Mr. Leicester's watch, 
when she named the time of the day as fifteen minutes 



« See Dr. Mackensk** iMter in tlw Appendix. 
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past tbree ; bat her fiiigei* was upon tlie second band at 
the moment, which pointed at fifteen minutes past three. 
Upon being told she had mtstahen the finger, she found 
dot where the other pointed, and stated the time cor<^ 
rectly. In this watch, also, the hour, minute, and second 
hands -were made of steel. Upon being asked of what 
metal they were composed, she answered steel. She 
named the colour of the metal of the watch : she read se- 
veral lines, both with and without the magDifyiug glass : 
she named the colour of two or thr^e seals, and of three 
or four liquids contained in phials. She appeared to dis- 
tinguish three drffei^ent times^ spirits of wine from wa- 
ter.# The gentlemen then attended to the taking off 
the coverings, and from the mode in^ whicfh the lower 
covering appeared to adhere, and to press upon the eye- 
lids, which appeared through the muslin to be entirely 
closed, in^pendentofthe other covering of black velvet 
and gold beater's skin, not the slightest doubt existed in' 
their minds of the truth of the statement they had heard 
and seen^ 

September 30th.— Mr. Bootle Wilbraham, and a part 
of his fiiraHy from Latham, Mr. and Mrs. Pilkington of 
Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Gaskeli, Mr. Lyall, Drs. Brand- 
reth and Jardine, Mr. Willis Earle and daughter, Miss 
Lutyens, Mr. Willis Earle, jon. Mr. Thomas Hodgson, 
Mr. Martin, Mr. Josiah Williamson, Mr. French, and 
several other gentlemen and ladies were present. Miss 
M*Avoy was covered exactly the same as yesterday, 
with the gold beater's skin, muslin, and velvet. The 
mi>de of blindfolding her was examined with minute 



* There was a little difference in the size of the botties, but she did not ap- 
pear to judge from the form of the bottles, as the bottle was hetd about the mid- 
dle, and was never examined as to the length. 
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attentioo, and every person appeared satisfied that the 
coverings were safficieot for the purpose.* A few silki 
were given to her, which she named correctly. She thou 
told the colours upon a piece of variegated* marble ; 
bat she did not name them quite correctly. She de- 
^d^red the red, the whitish, but not any other colour 
. correctly. A very daric green colour she said was brown 
or blaelc. She told the time of the day in three or four 
watches to half a minute, and she affected a sort of in« 
dignant pleasantry at Dr. Bfandreth having attempted 
to deceive her, by putting white paper over the dial 
plate of bis watch, which i^he immediately detected. 
She read several lines in two books, both with and with- 
out the magnifying glass, generally with correctness, 
and also in a printed paper given to her by Mr. J\ Wil- 
liamson. She told through a plain glass a guinea, two se- 
parate shillings of the new coinage, with their superficial 
bearings, and two plain shillings of the old coinage. In 
the one she observed that it was croolied, and in the 
other that there was a. dark line, which originated from 
the upper part of the head not being entirely defaced, 
Anothej guinea, which was placed upon the left side of 
the others, she did not observe. She told, the reflected 
image of a gentleman's (Mr. Lyall) coat and hat; she 
described his eyes to be shut, and then to be open again, 
and that he had brpwn.hiiin A lady was placed ap* 
parently in a situation to be reflected from the mirror, 
but I presume, it could not be so^ as Miss M^ Avoy only 
described the riband of the.chip bonnet she wore, which 
was so large and conspicuoys, that her figure was scarce- 
ly perceptible in the line of reflection. She told the 
colour of two stones in two rings which were given ta 



' • Exeept Mr. Martin, who at first agreed, but afterwards dissented from 
ttio ipntral opinion* 
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tier. She named corr^eHy three or four wafers, which 
Mr. Wflbraham gave me to present to her. 

Mrs. Gasken presented to her a book, when Miss 
M'Aroy retired^ beings oppressed with heat, as there 
was a great ninnber of persons in the room, which alie 
■named eorreotly, when covered with the goggles, to be 
of a reddish hne. She declared the same of this book 
when plaeed in sach a sitnation as to be reflected from 
"the mirror. After these experiments, Drs. Brandreth, 
Jardine, and I examined the eyes. The left pupil ap- 
peared at least six times more dilated than the right, 
which has not been usually the case, and it was almost 
of a pentagonal form. Could the belladonna applied 
yesterday- hare produced this effect? There seemed to 
be no contractile power in the pupil of either eye. 

October 1st.— Mr. Hughes adrentised his intention 
of admitting no parties to visit hisstqp-daughter in future, 
as his family affairs, the comfort of his wife and of himself. 
Independent of the danger, accruing to Miss M*Aroy 
from these every-day examinations, of injuring h^ health, 
were at stake. It was understood, however, that it might 
be possible to gain entrance to-day, as permission had 
been granted toa few friends of Mr. Thomas to visit Miss 
M*Avoy. The room was almost inundated with ladies 
and gentlemen. Amongst the persons present, I ob- 
served Mr. Wolsely, who iuttoduced me to his friefld 
the Rev. Dr. Mason, of New York, Mrs. Wolsely, Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Hope, Dr. Freckleton, Mr. Peacock, 
Mr. J. Myers and his sisters, Mr. J. Baines, Mr. J. Smith, 

and several other individuals whom I did not know. 

The late mode of covering the eyes with gold beaier^a 
skin was adopted. The velvet made usa of wra thimier 
than that which had been used before, being Oik velretL 
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Thw, however, was of little conseqaenee, as the first co- 
Tering had before been placed over the eyelids when 
closed down. 

Several colours of silks, liquids, and papers, were gi* 
ven to her, which she told generally correctly. A bottle 
of water, and one of spirits of wine, of equal weight, were 
placed one after the other in her hand ; but I am not 
certain whether she named them correctly in the first in- 
stance, as I was not sufllciently guarded to see which was 
the water and which the spirits of wine, before I placed 
them In her haud. She told the colour of the paper' 
which covered them at the top, as I had received them' 
this morning from Mr. Robert Clay, in Ranelagh-street 
I afterwards gaive one into each hand, and she declared 
which phial contained the water, and which the spirits 
of wine. Upon examining them, I found she was correct 
In her statement. Different watches were given to her, 
aud she named the time of the day exactly, the colour 
of the metal, and the hands. Dr. Mason altered the 
time of the day In his watch, Imd it was placed in a line 
with her eyes, and she told the time of the day, bnt was 
not able to tell the colour of the hands. She did not 
Dame a eoluar under a hat, which Dr. Mason gave her, 
nor did she tell the colour of the lining. She nanied the 
colours tolerably correct in two or three shawls ; but 
>he ofieeisriiLed if a green shawl were blaclc ; and, in de- 
bribing the shade of the green^ ahe said it was abot** 
<!« green, but it was a much tighter green. The reflect-^. 
^ image of Dr Freckleton^ from a mirror, she named 
tiirough a plain g^ass, as a gentleman of pleasing face and 
light hair. A pair of spectacles were put upon his fiice 
^hich she detected, and she told when they were taken 
<>it . She named the colour of the Claude Lofraine 
ffbssea iacorreetly. Miss M'Avoy read a word here tnd 



'^^. 
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there, but not in the correct manner I have observed her 
tp do.. When the gold beater's skin was taken off, Dr. 
Mason, Dr. Freckleton, and other persons expressed 
themselves, as if they thought it must have blindfolded 
her. The skin of the cheek had been drawn out as it 
was taken off, and the eyelids appeared perfectly closed. 
A large party remained in the back room after I left the 
house, and she went through a variety of experiments 
much, more correctly than before. She told the bottles 
which contained spirit of wine and water exactly two or 
three times. She declared the face of a gentleman, ite- 
fleeted through the plain glass from the mirror, to be Ihe 
9ame gentleman whom she had named before. 

Dr. FreckletOD mentioned the circumstance of Miss 
M'Avoy taking a pair of scissars from her mother, when 
offered to her^ as if she could see ; and he also said, that 
in going to take sOme papers from the chimney piece 
he was afraid she would have thrown down two bottles 
be had placed there, and of which she was not aware, if 
he had nojt prevented her. 



If 1 were called upon to decide in any other case, I should certainly think 
the evidence I liaye 'adduced as positive as it well could he, hut the public will ' 
judge whetherit he 8d«r not. The names 1 have mentioned aremost oftbemwell 
-known in Liverpooi, and the ndgfabourhood ; but thegr fonn only a very sniaU 
par^of the number which visited her from different parts of the country.— 
Many whom I bad never seen gave their own report of her powers, audit was 
iRromthis report ihe public at a distance Was informed of them, kmg befiiK I 
publiflOied the Narralivew It ys somewhat exthionlinaiy thattfae assertiotfi of a 
fewindividuals should have had such influence against the evidence of so many 
witnesses of the fatfts ; but it is'probable the stronger evidence was not examined 
80 attentively as the weak*; because the weaker had the aid of prcgudiee, 
fbuiftded upon certain established theories, to support it. It was mged;, alao» 
with a degree of violence not always indicative of the truth. If theopponoata 
of Miss M'Avoy had gbhe more coolly and deliberately into the examination » 
they would have avoided the censuire which Statius has passed upon sistkilar 
tiumcter^jthait ^ < . > 

^ .^ ♦^^ ^ '.* ^lal^ cuncta^pinistrat 
« liajpetus.^' 
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THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT 



U tnoMribed frmn Hm 



i^(D^iBQ (Dv ^mm mM"f<^ x^ (&iL^^ffim« 



^< Liverpool^ July 30th, 1S17, eight o'clock, p. m. — 
Waited on Miss M^A voy ; found her very nnwellj ex^ 
pecting: her fits to come on ev«ry. minote : was un^ble^: 
to distinguish, any colours ; declared that t was taller. - 
thanmy brother; perceived this when we passed her in, 
the lobby ; told me, when I passed, whether I had my^ 
hat on or not 

*' July 31st, eleven a. M. — Found Miss M^Avoy in 
good spirits ; had passed the night in almost one conti- 
nued fit. Having completely blin<i^folded her, we made 
the following experiments :— ^ 

** Experiment I. — Presented six diflferent coloured 
wafers, pasted between two plates of common window 
glass. She first laid her fingers on the red wafer, and 
named it JDoes it not appear like. a piece of red cloth? 
She answered, no, I think it is a wafer* Thesix wafers 
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she named as ftJlows ;— dark raby, red, black, green^ 
stone colour, or light drab, pea green. She pointed out 
unasked, the cracks, openings, and deficiencies of the 
wafers. She said the glass was white. 

^' Experinient II.— She traced the outline of a very 
irregular figure, formed by squeezing the portions of 
two wafers, one black, the other red, between two fdatee 
of glass. 

'^ Experiment III.— The seren prismatic colours being 
painted on a card, in water colours, she gave them the 
following names:— scarlet, buff, yellow» green» light 
blue, dark blue, or purple lilac. 

" Experiment |V. — The red and orange rays of tlie 
solar spectrum being thrown by a prism upon her hand, 
st^e said it appeared as gol^. All the colours being 
thrown on the back of her hand, site distinctly described 
the different colours on the different parts of her hand. 
She marked the moments when the colours l>eeame faint, 
and again vivid, by the occasional pieissage of a cload, 
without being desired to do so. The prismatic colours 
have afforded her the greatest pleasure which she Kas 
experienced since her blindness. Never saw a priSm in 
her life. She felt the spectrum warm. The violet rays 
Were the least pleasant* 

** Experiment V. — She perceived the cetloured rings 
formed by pressing together two polished plates of glass. 
Peels them at the edge of her fingers flying before them. 



* She observed that the red mys appeared wann^ and ^lore pleasfot than 
the violet; which, opinion coincides with that of Dr. HencheU, who proved 
the great diflference of heat between the diffierent prismatic Ta7S. 
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Fmk itm refeotod rtys ihodb better timtt tiMK trito*; 
nfifttod : ooald jast percMre the tetter. 

** Experiment VI.^Tbe prism beioj: pat into her 
hand, she declared it was white glaae ; bdt om tamiii^ it, 
sik» immediately eaid, * No, it Is not, it isoolitared, it hat 
coloace in it;' and she traced. what she eidled etrtpei of 
colopre, ribands, one coloared stripe abore another* 
Could discover no colours on that side of tlie prism on 
which the direct rays of the light fell. 

** Experiment TH.-^Ser^ral attempts were made to 
dieeorer eotouri in the dark, by presenting diiferent 
eolonred olgects to her liands, concealed under a pOlow. 
Site always failed ; every thing appmred black. On one 
oeeoBion she said a green card Was yellow. 

** Experiment YHI.— Slie read a line or two in small 
print, by feeling the letters. Read through a convex 
lens at the distance of nine inches; the focal length of 
the Jens was fourteen inches.^ Reads much easier 
throngh this lens than without ; the letters appear lar- 
ger, and as If they were printed on the glass. When a 
hand was interposed between the lens and the book, she 
immedlstaly perceived it : a penknife was laid on the 
line which she was reading, and she named it. 

^< Experiment IX. — A concave leus was put into her 
han4; she tried to read at the distance of seven or eight 
inches; said aH the lotterS a^e coofused; she moved 



*Thetiabr«aKii power jof disliiigy&ihlajf miiiute lAyeEts ti^roogh a eimvex 
glass is curious, because she does not hold the glass within the focus of thjs 
4^e, hut as it wercf within the focus of the point of the finder, which would - 
iUffpeak in 4his due^ to si^e (he purpose of the eye. 
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the leas gradaaily towards tbe paper, and observed 
the letters were very small ; could not read easily ontil 
the lens was laid on the paper. 

** Experiment X;<— When she touched a plane glass 
mirror, conld not perceive any reflected image, bat 
Oat of her own fingers. I feel, she says, the pictare of 
my own fingers. 

** Experiment XL— Distinguished by the feel, the dif- 
ference between polished glass and cairngorom chryg- 
tal ; between ^ver, steel, gold, and brass : gold and silver 
have the finest feel. The^silver of a watch case felt finer 
than the gold of the seal.. She distingoished between 
ivory, tortoise shell, and horn : which last she called bone, 
but seemed to have meant horn. A pin which was sup- 
posed to be a chrystal, she pronounced to be glass; after- 
wards, on trial it proved to be glass. 

*' August 1st, eleven o'clock A. M--^Miss M'Avoy much 
the same as yesterday. 

'' Experiment XII. — Read, common print easily by 
touching apiece of window glass held twelve inches from 
the book ; at a greater distance she could not read, but 
could read much easier when the glass was brought 
nearer to the book. In like manner, and at the same 
distance, she discovered a sixpence, half-guinea, three- 
shilling piece, &c. she mentioned which had tbe head, 
which the reverse upwards, read the dates, pointed out 
on the sixpence, the position of the harp, lions, crown,- 
drc. She observed, unasked, that one half-guinea was 
crooked ; said it did not lie flat on the paper; that the 
crown was downward ; that it was not a brass counter : 
does not think it is the shadow of the half-guinea which 
makes her know it to be crooked. 
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'< Experiment XIII.— Declared, by feeling oii the plain 
glass, at the distance of three or four inches, that two 
eabstances below were a red and a white rose leaf. Be- 
ing aslced if it was not red and white paper^ or cloth ; 
replied no, it is a rose leaf. 

** Experiment XIV. — ^Again, she distinguished by thd 
feel, the ditTerence between stone and glass ear-rings, 
seals, brooches, Ae. and pointed out one glass seal, 
which was supposed to be a chrystal ; being tried by a 
file, it proved to be glass. She named the colours of all 
the di£ferent articles. She says, stone feels more solid 
than glass, more firm.^^ 

** Experiment XV.— Could not discover colours by 
the tongue ; but dosing between her lips, the red, yel* 
low, blue, and white petals of flowers, she told each 
accurately. 

^' iBxperiment XV I.— She told the prismatic colours as 
accurately as on the preceding day, whether cast on the 
bacic. Of on the palm of the hand ; said she perceived 
something black on her band ; observed when it moved, 
and when it was stationary. Being bid to move her fin- 
gers, she exclaimed. Oh-! it is the shadow of my own fin- 
gers — ^which was the fact. 

** Experiment XVII. — Uncovering her eyes, we cast the 
most brilliant prismatic colours upon her eyes, which she 



* Sight couki liave link or no fafluence in the distinction of ghus from the 
harder stones; lnstances.are not wanting where she has described the o^our 
and sort of stone in situations where only her fingers were in contact with it, 
and where no person, not even herself, if she had sight, could see the stone at 
the time she described the colour. We may thefefore safely imagine this 
power to be derived from a similar source to that which occasioned her distinc- 
tion of colours, metals, &c. 
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i^Mind firmly^ without eittier wioktog or shewing aay 
signs tiuit 9b» wie aware of it. The most rapid vibra- 
tions of tbe seme U^t Mi not produce tbe smallest ef* 
iBCt ; her eyes remained perfectly firm and motkmless^^ 
When the prismatic spectrum was thrown upon her month 
and cheekSy she perceived that there were colours on her 
&Ge, but could not describe them so easily, or so accn- 
rately, as when they were thrown upon her hands. 

•* Experiment XVIII.— She distinctly fell, through a 
plain glass, at the distance of four incites, the prismatio 
colours thrown upon a white paper. 

** Experiment XIX. — With her hands upon tbe win- 
dow, perceived two newly cut stones, of a yellow co- 
loor, lying one on the other i^ainst a wall on the other 
iride <^ the street ; distance about twelve yards ; abo, a 
heap of cast iron railing, piled upon each other. One 
of the company being dispatched to place himself on the 
ground, stones, rails, dec. she mentioned whenever he 
moved his position; perceived him jump off ttie railing; , 
mentioned the colour of his dress correctly, only said 
a plumb coloured coat was black; mentioned two chil- 
dren accidentally passing by at the same time. She said 
they appear very small indeed; the person who was 
sent appeared about two feet high, when at the distance 
of twelve yards ; as he came nearer, she observed, that 
she felt him grow bigger. All objects appear as if paint- 
ed on the glass.^ 

^ August 8d, eleven o'cleok, a. ii-^4iSea&d M Iss 
M'A voy much agitated ; was unable to distinguish co- 



• Vide note upon Mr. S» Snlth'^obienratSoti upon tttfe U^jmnainv^ «l Uis 
CQdofthis Letter 
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ioors ; her iigitatioii beraased at the arrival of maBy 
visitors; her pialse rose from 96 to 1)S0; attempted seve- 
ral times to distinguish different coloured clothes, but 
all in vain ; at length became Unable to stand. 

^^ Five o'clock, p. m. — Foond Miss M'Avoy quite re- 
covered ; had been in two or three fits after we left her 
this morning. Pulse 96. Her touch in the finest order. 

J^xperikneht ^X. — A stobe Drnament, in the shape of 
an orai^, she took for a real orange, at the distance of 
two or three inches, feeling through the plain glass ; at 
the distance of fifteen inches it appeared like a nut^ the 
brightness of the colour not diminished ; at thirty inches 
it appieared no larger than a pea--colour still vivid — 
still imagined it to be an orange. When she touched it, 
she immediately found out her mistake.* 

** Experiment XXI.-^An orange and an apple, (stone 
ornaiments) being placed at different distances, she told 
>vhich was the nearest — distance, five or six inches; felt 
them both upon the glass, but the orange appeared 
ismalleir, and therefore she thought it farther off. 

«' Eiperirilent )txt I. —Accurately described the fea- 
tures, <&c. of two persons wl^om she had never seen be^ 
fore— distance of the plaiii glass from the &oe, three or 
ioiir inchesi 

'' Experinient XXIII. — Perceived her own face in a 
plain glajis^istalace, three or four inches; at a greater 



* How are we to reason upon this EScftetlment? If the object had tieen i&»* 
tioguisbedl^ aighi, theioterventaottortbeg^aaMieoiddlnakeU 
in the size of It ; nor could the amaU distance hav< a material fflbct in dimi* 
nishing it 

H h 



842 



dwtance her face appeared very small; saw her face 
also reflected from a plain mirror, holding the plain glass 
at three or foor inches distance from the mirror. When 
the mirror was withdrawn, said her face diminished. 
All objects Constantly appear as a picture on the glass 
she touches. 

" Experiment XXIV. — Perceived the stin through a 
plain glass ; also the reflected image of the sun from a 
plain mirror; was not dazzled with it; found it very 
pleasant. 

** Experiment XXV. — Several small articles were held 
over her head; she perceived them all in her plain glass; 
she asked doubtingly, if a three shilling piece was not a 
guinea; but raising her glass, and bringing it Hearer to 
the object she corrected her error. 

" Experiment XXVI. — With her fingers on the win- 
dow, described a work-man in the street ; distance, ten 
yards ; a cart, loaded with barrels of American flour ; 
another, with two loavels of sugar ; a third empty ; a girl 
With a small child in her arms^ dkc ail accurately true, 
except that there were three loaves of sugar in the se- 
cond cart. 

*' Experiment XXVII.— Could not distinguish by the 
touch the diJETerence between pure Water, and a solution 
of common salt in Water. 

•• Experiment XXVtll.— Accurately described by th^ 
touch several small engravings/' 
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OP 

MR. EGERTON SMITH. 



Mr. Egerton Smith expressed a wish that the Memo- 
randa respecting Miss M'Aroy, pablished In the Liver* 
pool Mercary, should be inserted ^ith the other lettert 
in the Appendix of the Narrative, lest it shoold be 
supposed he believed in the powers ascnribed to her. 
It gave me pleasure to comply with Mr. E. Smith's re- 
quest, and I then said I had no wish to gain a single pro- 
selyte to my opinion, unless he were contineed of the 
fact; bat I could scarcely avoid thinking, that the proof 
M r. E. Smith had given of Miss M*Avoy's powers, ill 
his own presence, and, at the time, to the apparent con- 
viction of his own mind/ would have more weight with 
the public, than the bare assertion of his disbelief of 
them, founded upon the opinion of other individuals. 
In this Continuation of her Case, I have also preferred to 
give his observations, together with his experiments, that 
the public may judge of them, rather than separate them 
from each other. 

Some time in September, 1816, I accompanied Dr. 
Renwiek, on a professional visit he paid to Miss Bt^At^, 
at her residence in St. Panl's Square, on the east side. 
She was then' between sixteen and seventeen years of 
age ; of pleasing and ingenuous countenance, and appa- 
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reatly of amidile and artlem dispoftitioii. Her mother 
informad me, that in the preceding Jane her dangrbter 
had been attacked, with hydroeepbalus, or water in the 
heady together with a paralytic afTection on one side, and 
a complication nf other, disorders, which I forbear to 
enumerate ; because I am wholly ignorant of that part of 
the subject, which wili no doubt be minutely detailed in 
the publication alluded to. Acpordiug to her own state- 
ment, corroborated by ibat of her mother, the hydroce- 
phalus preceded, and, in their opinions, produced the 
blindness or gutta serena, under which she is supposed 
to labonr, Jbut which has been called in question, I under- 
stand, by some of the professional men who have v^gied 
fcer.* 

Her mi^thei:, however, declared that the light of the 
sun produqed not the slightest sensible eifect upon her 
eyes ; and some of the professional gentlemen who hap- 
pened to he pr^senf at ope of my repeated visits, declar- 
ed that though some slight contraction of \he pupil waa 
perceptible upon the approach of a lighted candle to the 
eycj it was by no means such as uniformly occurs \fheq 
the visual organs peirform jhe re^fular Aipctions. 

At my first Interview, I |earne4 from hersylf, what I had 
indeed preyioosly bera told by others, that she had re- 
cently acquired the facuUy of distinguishing, not only 
the colours of doth and stained glass, but t^at she could 
actually decypher the forms of words of a printed hook j 
and, indeed, could read, if the phrase ma^ be permitted, 
with tolerable facilify. To put these pretensions to the 



♦If aiii opinion be a«MstioQe« it most be against the evidence of the 
•jfmptoM* which occuned |a«¥ion8 to the convuWo^ 

to the discharge of the fluid ftxun the brain. ' ^ 
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l|Mt» Bhfi permitted a shawl to be pasted across the eyes, in 
double folds, in such a way that all present were con* 
vipced^ that they could not, under similar circnmstances, 
discern day from night. In this state, a book was placed 
before her, and opened indiscriminately ; when to our 
extreme surprise, she began to trace the words with her 
finger, and to repeat them correctly. She appeared to 
recognize a short monosyllable by the simple contact of 
one finger ; but in ascertaining a long word, she placed 
the fore finger of her left hand on the beginning, whilst 
with that of her right hand, she proceeded from the 
other extremity of the word ; and when the two fingers, 
by having; traversed over all the letters, came in contact 
with each other, she invariably and precisely ascertained 
the wofd. By my watch, I found that she read about 
thirty words in half a minute ; and it very naturally oc*> 
curred to us, that if, notwithstanding her supposed blind- 
ness, and the dopble bandage over the eyes, she could 
still see, 6|ie would have read much more rapidly, if her 
motive had been to excite our astonishment. And here 
it may not he amiss to state, that there does not appear 
to be any adequate motive for practising a delusion upon 
the public. Her situation in life is respectable ; and her 
mother disavows any intention of ever exhibiting her 
^aughter as a means of pecuniary remuneration. Fifteen 
months have now elapsed since the period at which she 
laid claim to the extraordinary faculty which has given 
rise to so much curiosity, ffttonishment, and perplexity ; 
daring which time the reputation of so wonderfuld a cir* 
corns tance has subjected her to the fatigue and inconve- 
nience of daily and almost hourly visits. 

According to her ovm staiementy her powers of toneh 
vary very materially with cireomstanoes. When hierr 
hands are cold, she declares that the faculty is altoge- 
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ther lost ; and that it is exhausted, also, by long and un- 
remitted eflforts ; that she considers the hours of from ten 
until twelve, of each alternate day, the most favourable 
for her performance. Her pulse during the experiments, 
has varied fronf 1 10 to ISO degrees. 

One circumstance, irhich has created much doubt and 
suspicion, must not be concealed ; which is, that if any 
substance, for instance, a book or a shawl, be interposed 
between her face and the object she is investigating, she 
is much embarrassed, and frequently entirely baffled« She 
explains Ibis, by saying that it is necessary there should 
be an uiiinterrupted communication between her fingers 
and her breath.^ I leave it to others to draw their own 
Oonclnsions upon this point ; as my object is not to esta- 
blish any theory, or give currency to any mystery, but to 
relate the simple facts. I am, therefore, compelled to 
express my conviction that she can neither ascertain co- 
lours, nor the words of a book, in total darkness ; 
and, as many persons very naturally will ask, why has 
not such a test been proposed ? The reply must be, that 
as the young lady is not the subject of a public exhibi- 
tion and as an introduction to her is merely a matter of 
favour, it might not be very courteous or delicate, under 
such circumstances, to make any proposal which seemed 
to imply a suspicion that she was an impostor. 

There are persons, however, who, giving her implicit 
credit for the reality of the extraordinary powers to 



* This opiDion I have stated to be enoneous. The same eflRsct was pro- 
dueed when uncovered, oc when a plate of glaas intervened between her 
numtfa and the ofarject, through which she might have seen, if the object were 
diatingaifltMd by viilaa« I tberefere presume her ftequent Mures, when 
obstnieUottfl of tUB kind took place, to have been caused 1^ this Inteinv^ 
producing a peculiar efi^ upon the nervous system. 
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which she lays claim, will cODteiid that it is altpg^ther 
unfair to propose the test of total darkness. Proceeding 
upon their belief that she actually ascertains colour, &o» 
by the finger, or that the visual organ is transferred to 
the touch ; still they say that light is essentially neces- 
sary to produce that effect upon the surface of the body 
felt, which enables her to distinguish one shade from 
another: they add, that as there is no such thing as 
colour in total darkness, it is perfectly ridiculous to ex- 
pect that she should ascertain the various shades with- 
out the presence of that light which alone produces those 
shades. It is, according to their mode of considering 
the subject, %» absurd as to expect an effect without a 
cause. 

It has already been stated, that, with the double ban* 
dage over her eyes, she read several lines of a book in- 
discriminately opened ; as it was possible that the letters 
of a printed book might have some slight impression sen- 
sible to an exquisite touch, I took from my pocket book 
an engraved French assignat, which was hot-pressed and 
smooth as glass ; she read the smallest lines contained in 
this, with the same facility as the printed book. A letter 
received by that day's post was produced, the direction 
and post mark of which she immediately and correctly" 
decyphered. 

She also named the colour of the separate parts of the 
dresses of the persons in company, as well as various 
shades of stained glass, which were purposely brought.. 

What I had seen at my first interview was so extremely 
astonishing, and so fietr surpassed any thing I had ever 
known or read of the powers ascribed to persons depriv* 
ed of sight, that I could only account for it on the aQp«> 
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position that she wfis not blifeidy and thaf she had somese* 
cretmode of discerning an object notwlthstadiling: the 
bandage, through which T myself, cotild not distinguish 
night from day, when it was applied to my o#n eyes. 1 
therefore made the best apology I could for Visiting her 
house again the same evening, having previously pre- 
pared myself with several tests, which I begged permis^ 
aian to stibmit to her examination, when the candle was 
withdrawn. Not the slightest objection was offered to my 
proposal, and the candle was extinguished : her mother 
stationed herself before the 6re, which was extremeljr 
low, and afforded so little light that I could not bavi 
read one word of moderate sized print, if It had been 
brought almost in contact With the bars of the grate, t 
then took from my pocket a small book, the type of 
which was very little larger than that o^ an ordinary 
newspaper ; observing at the time, that I was afraid the 
jprint was too minute ; to which she replied, that her 
fingers were in excellent order, and that she had no 
doubt but she should be able to make it out. The can- 
dle^ as was before observed^ bad been extinguished : 
and her mother and myself were so stationed that had 
there been any light afforded by the fire, we must have 
intercepted it. Miss M*Avoy sat in the furthest part of 
the room, with her back towards the grate, in such a 
aituatlon that I could barely discern even the leaves of 
the book which lay open before her ; the title of which 
she proceeded to read with complete success, with the 
exception of one vexy minute word. 

I then presented to her a small piece of smooth 
writing paper, which was ruled with horizontal faint 
blue lines, between each of which were traced lines 
with a pen and black ink : there were also perpend^ 
cuiar red lines, between which were scored black lineSi 
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All these, with their direction and order, she determined 
without any apparent difiBculty. She also told correctly 
the colours of a variety of pieces of cloth, procured imme^ 
diately before at a draper's shop. 

All the experiments hitherto described » as well as those 
which follow, were performed by Miss M'Avoy, with the 
bandage before her eyes ; and as the shawl, which was 
usually applied to this purpose, produced considerable 
warmth and inconvenience, a pair of what, in the optici* 
ans shopis, are called goggiers, had been provided, which 
so completely excluded the light, that no person who 
tried them, could discern the difference between day and 
night, when they were fitted to the face. As these gog* 
glers have been generally used when Miss M^Avoy has 
exhibited her surprising talent, it is necessary that the 
reader should have a correct idea of theiQ. They are in- 
tended to be worn by travellers, to guard the eyes against 
the wind or the dust, and consist of two glasses, some- 
times green, fitted into a bandage of leather, which is pass- 
ed horizontally across the face, and is tied with ribbons 
round the back of the head. The gogglers provided for 
Miss M'Avoy, instead of glasses, were fitted up with opaque 
pasteboard, lined with paper, and not an aperture was left 
through which a single ray of light could penetrate. 

Mr. Nichol, a scientific gentleman, who was delivering 
a course of philosophical lectures in Liverpool, having 
heard of this extraordinary property, applied to me to- 
obtain an introduction to Miss M'Avoy, and I accompa- 
pied him to her house, along with Mr. James Smith, prin- 
ter, of this toivn. At this interview the experiments I 
have already detailed were repeated with complete suc- 
cess, whikt the gogglers were applied. One part of the 
performance was so truly astonishing, that I should al- 

li 
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most hesitate to relate it, if those two gentlemen had not 
been present, to vouch for the truth. I had furaished 
' myself with a set of stained landscape glasses, usually 
termed Claude Lorrain glasses. They were seven in 
nnmber, contained in a frame. 3he ascertained the pre-r 
cise shade of each correctly : one glass, however, appear-^ 
ed to embarrass her, and after considerable scrutiny, she 
said it was not black, nor dark-blue, por dark-brown ; but 
<Bhe thought it was a very deep crimson. We did not 
know whether her conjecture was correct or not, as we 
could not ourselves ascertain the shade. By reflected 
Jight it appeared to us to be perfectly black ; nor was the 
flame of the fire, which was stirred for this occasion, visir 
ble through it in the faintest degree. We had abandoned 
^11 expectation of determining tjiis point, when the sun 
suddenly emerged from behind the clouds ; and by that 
test, and that alone, were we enabled to discover tha| she 
was correct, as we cpuldjust discern the solar image of a 
very deep crimson. It has been said, and with some plau- 
pibility, that this must have been a bold guess upon her 
part: if not, it will puzzle our physiologists to explain, 
how a person reputed to be blind, with an opaque ban- 
dage also over her eyes, could declare the colour of a 
glass, which persons in full enjoyment of their eyesight, 
find without any such obstacles, could not discern by any 
other light thap that of the meridian sunl 

At this meeting we were informed that Miss M*A voy 
had recently found out that this extraordinary faculty 
was not confined to her fingers, and that she could also 
distinguish the colour pf an object which was brought in- 
to contact with the back iof her hands. This was imme- 
diately made the subject of experiment by Mr. Niehol, 
who successively applied several objects which he had 
with him, to that part of the hand ; in placing which, ha 
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ilied so much precaotion, that I coald not see them tny« 
self, although my eyes were fixed upon bis hands. Shd 
Was completely successful, also Upon this occasion. 

I hare now giv^ii a faitfa^i) narrative of what I have 
ieictilally witnessed, and what has been the subject of no- 
toriety and astonishmeiit probably to thousands in this 
town ; and I shall only trisspass further on the public pi- 
tii^nce, whilst I briefly statd What has been relatisd to me 
by several professional gentleineil of the town, as the re- 
sult of their ^Experiments, since th^ time when I discon- 
tinued my visits, for a reasoii Which candour obliges hie 
not to conceal, although t AxA loath to say any thing 
Which might wound the sensibility of an individual who 
has aflbrded me such amUsem^iit, and Uniformly received 
ine with the Utmost affability and politeness. I have ne- 
ver believed it pds^ible that all the ejcperiments t have, 
witnessed Were performed by the simple medium of toucB } 
and though t admit With out master pOet) that ^* there at^ 
more thiHgH *iwiiti hedDen and 40rtk ihan our philo90- 
phy dreamt of" y^t I could never divest myself of the 
impression that the ^ye Was In some way Ur other con? 
cemed in these mysteries.^ tt Was a delicate point, as t 
before observed, to scrutinize tdd closely into all the mi-* 
Untitt of a performance Which wiis gratuitous, and politely 
conceded to a stranger, in her OWn house, and which^ 
however it can be explained^ is abundantly wonderful. Ai^ 
I could not however, like some of my friends, become a 
pirosdyte to these miracles, I did tiot think proper any 
longer to harrass her with an irtipertineUt and hopeless 
curiosity. She had begun to assumed powers of a more ex- 



* If ihe r^er look only to the assertions of Mr. Smith, ke might receive 
themes proofs; hut if he attend to the facts related l^ the Aame gent]iem.afi> 
\as assertions will weigh verj light in the balance* 
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ifAOTiintrj chaTaeier than any I have dedcrfl)edy and bf 
provin^too mach, she defeated her oiirn Ohject, at least in 
my imperfect efitimation. 

I bad seen h<dr seven oY eight tlmies in the course of a 
t^ry fe^ weeks, previous to my declining^ my visits ; hut 
still continued to h^ar of biei*, from those whose faith had 
survived mine, and is as lively to the full at this moment at 
it was fifteen months ago. From these, her truly faith • 
ful followers, I heard that the experiments I have de- 
tailed, and many others had been repeated, with the 
boiled whites of egg^s fixed upon the eyes ; and, also, that 
gold beatet's skin had been used for the same purpose ; 
she had also begun to tell th6 hoUr and minute through 
the watch glass, without opening the case ! Btit the most 
wonderful thing of 4lt> and ^hich forms an appropriate 
climax to the other mysteries, #as the newly acquired 
power of ascertaining objects at a distance, with her back 
towards them ; and by simply stretching out the fingers 
in the dird«ftk»i of such x>bject ! I hav^ heard it gravely 
asserted, and ^corroborated by h^rs^lf in an interview on 
Monday last, that she has thus from her parlour windovif 
Identified several persons passing through St. Pani^ 
church yard, and d^clar^d the colour of their drels^ 
Ac. J!!* 



* This is certainly one of those facts which cannot be believed upon mere 
hearsay ; and 1 hardly wonder at M>. E. Smith hot giving credit to it; bat 
from his own experiments he must, at least, have auppoaed her to possess 
peculiar powers. It is certainly as reasonable, therefore, to presume from this 
examination, that the success he met with might be really owing to her varied 
powehi of touch, not to any peculiar acuteness in vision $ because tlxne areUie 
strougest proofiai of the first opinion being correct, not only from what he hat 
stated, but firom the circumstance that some of his own experiments lutve 
Wen corroborated by those of other individui^. Of the latter opinkm, of her 
fiosflessing a peculiar acuteness in vision, Mr. Smith has given no proof. 

The fittt of her stating objects through the window, or upon thcrailing of th^ 
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In the preMdinir protraotod, but faithfiil narrative^ it 
has been my olgect to detail fiieta rather than to indulge 
in theories. 

Whatever contrariety of opinions may prevail on this 
point amongst true believers or soeptics, there are two 
conclusions, to one of which they cannot withhold their 
assent: — 

FtrsI— Either Miss M'Avoy, although blind, possesses 
the faculty of distinguishing objects and colours by the 
touchy or some other means than the eyes ;— or, 

fi^Ofic%— Miss M*Avoy, reputed to be blind, and with 
a bandage over her eyes, through which no other person 
can see ; in a place, also, so dark that others can distin- 
guish little or nothiDg, can see heiier than any other 
person* 

Leaving to physiologists the farther investigation of this 
extraordinary case, I shall, for the present, conclude, by 
affixing to the preceding statements my name at full 
length, which I conceive to be indispensable in the pre- 
sent instance. 

(Signed) 

Egerton Smith. 
^Liverpool, S^i. 2, 1817. 



Church yard, or in the rtre^, had been witnessed by many persons. Miss 
M*Avoy wasgeneraUy covered wilJi thegoggles, standingin a natural position, 
with her face neither eJevaled nOr depressed, but the middle of it, as it were, 
meeting an borizontal line drawn from the Communion end of St. Paul's 
Church ; so that agreeing for one moment with her opponents, she could see 
down the rtdes of the nose, the only way, supposing she had the faculty of vi- 
sion, they assert she can see, when fadngobjects in the street, or in the Church 
yard, (the furthest Astance being seventeen feet and nine inches from the win- 
dow), a line drawn from the poitit or sides of the nose, woukl fall into the par- 
lour where she stood, and of bourse could not be directed to the object she 
described. 
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From a dtie ooilrfderation of the proofii adduced aboT^^ 
tte Public will have a better opportunity of judging car* 
rectly, than it could have done, by reading duly one side 
of the question. Miss M^Avoy is also still in being, so 
that individuals may make, if they choose, a personal in- 
quiry into her state of health, &c. i by these means they 
can form their own opinion, which ought to be more sa- 
tisfactory to theinselves^ than that of any other per- 
son. 

It is probable also Mr. Sandars will now agree with 
me, that ' partial statements of a case of this nature 
can never be effective in elucidating the truth ; that the 
open avowal of those cii'Cumstanccfs which Were for or 
against Miss M'Avoy^ could only convince an impartial 
mind ; that, in attempting to influence the public against 
an oppressed individual, from so slight an evidence as 
that produced by himself, from an almost momentary ex-' 
amination, or from the assertion of others, whom he has 
dragged into his service upon this occasion, he has laid him-* 
self open to public censtire ; and that, although for a time 
he has had the ball at his foot, and has caused muchoblo- 
quy to attach to Miss M^ A voy's character, he will yet find 
the Italian adage to be true, that ^' Ogni medagUa ka 
U MHO reeersof* 
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Ckfpies of the LMctm pubUsked in Mr. Joseph San- 
dars's Pamphlet, eniiUed ^' Hints io Credality/' 
and of ihe parUculars of what passed on ihe ISih 
of October, 1817, as related by two Gentlemen 
who were witnesses of the ExperimenU made an 
ihaf Hay* 



No, I.— Sir. Turmeau's Letter to Mr. Bandars. 

Sir, 

I have received your note, requesting 
me to stAte the circumstances to you which occurred 
during my visit to Miss M^Avoy, on the 24^h September 
last. I will, agreeably to yodr desife, and to the best of 
my recollection, relate What I saw and heard. 

It may be proper to inform you that Dr. Jardine, Mr. 
By water, and myself, bad a meeting at iny house on the 
same morning, for the purpose of arranging our plans of 
experiments to be tried in the most satisfactory manner 
to ourselves, and to give the least trouble to the young 
Lady, of whose extreme irritability Dr. Jar^^e had most 
carefally apprised us. At the time appointeo^S o^clock^) 
accompanied by Mr. By water, I met Dr. Jardine, and 
Mr. Hargreaves at Mr. Hughes's, kd St. Paul's Square; 
as we had been led to expect we should have had Miss 
M^Avoy's company to ourselves exclusively, we were 
much disappointed, on entering a small room, to find 
her surrounded by at least thirty ladies and gentlemen ; 
the atmosphere of the apartment was certainly oppres* 
sive, and when I was informed Miss M'Avoy had already 
been visited during the morning by three or four large 
parties, 1 began to fear the experiments we had prepared 
would remain in our pockets one in particular, con* 



trived by Mr. By water, we much wished to have iried ; 
t think it would have been ^Bclusive ; so many were 
presenting subjects to her, and her alleged powers ap» 
pearing to be quite exhausted, we agreed not to try it. 
Wheu her faculty of touch seethed to return, by her tell- 
ing the colours of shawls, bda^, &^. I presented a card 
iipon which 1 had put some brofed stripes of the primary 
colours; she told these accurately, eicept the yellow, 
which she tailed lilac, the exact opposite to J^feHotr ; her 
eyes were then wide opBU without any ct>verltig< The 
card wa« reversed, the colofars downward, and presented 
to her ; after feeling a short time, she said she cotild not 
t^li the colours. Soon after this, Mr. Thomas proceeded 
to fasten goldbeater's i^kin tpon her eyes ; the Mds being 
down, I was attentively watching this operatlDn ; when 
completed, I observed yoU on your knees by her side, 
looking steadfastly at her eyes : and you etclaimed, '^ sh^ 
can see, the eyelids are not quite closed ; if my eyes were 
similarly situated, I could see also.*' Frotn the inform 
matioa we had received of her nervous state, I instantly 
anticipated the downfal of all our hopes fbr that day, 
and begged of Dr. Jardine to call you asid^ and recom- 
tnend a different condtict. At that titne, no doubt, the^ 
li^hoie of us felt very adgry with yoh ; but upon refleo** 
tion, this feeling soon left me, as I think strangers should 
have been apprised -of her great, sensibility, either by 
those who introduced thetn, or by li Written notice placed 
in a conspicuous part of the room^ The goggles were 
then put on ; all polirer left her ; Mr. Thotnas said hei^ 
hands were too cold ; she ski a considerable time in this 
sittiation ; the heat of the room was great ; she appeared 
to be faint, and Was recommended to retire for a short 
time ; the gobies were taken off, and she did so. Di- 
rectly after ^ajs, I found you with the goggles in the 
kitchen, attended by several gentlemen. 1 assistedin fast- 
ening thefn* upon your face ; this done^ Mr. Bywater said^ 
•* If you can see now you are a clever fell6w." A watch 
Iras presented to you, the time of which yon told accu-« 
irately ; the same of anotbifer ; the strings were iheh tight- 
ened abotit your bead, and another watch was offered^ 
by which yoti could not tell the time, but said it wound 
tip oil the face of it ; this was correct.* We returned to 



• Contrast this account with thai of D^. Jardine, pages 143 and 144 of Uil? 
Continuation of the case* 



Miss M^Avoy, who was then in the back parlour, with 
the goldbeater's skin, only over her eyes. I was told she 
bad just before read the address of a letter ; when I en- 
tered, she was passing her fingers over the top line of the 
Liverpool Patent Trade List, which she read correctly, 
also a line in small print under the above. She was 
theu conducted to the front parlour ; the goggles were 
applied; I assisted in placing and holding the boxes so 
that the upper edges should be under the projections of 
the eye-brows, whilst a lady was tying the strings behind 
her head. During this ceremony. Miss M^Avoy put up 
her hands to remove tbem, saying they were too low 
down. This I prevented, and took care that the cross- 
ing strings under the nose were properly fastened. I 
desired her to hold up her head a little, that we might 
examine the sides of the nose. I was convinced she 
was perfectly blindfolded ; Mr. Bywater observed, ^^ If 
she can read now, she must obtain her means of sight 
from some other source than what I and many others 
have long suspected, v\%. by small apertures being left 
by the sides of the nose." Some experiments were of- 
fered, but all power had left her. Miss M^Avoy retired 
soon after this, and the exhibition terminated. When 
the Rev. J. Yates said something to you respecting the 
abrupt exclamation you had used, most of the company 
had left the house ; I was fastening some goldbeater's 
skin upon one of your eyes (through which you plainly 
distinguished colours) when Mrs. Hughes entered the 
room, and with some warmth said, *^ Don't mind him, 
Sir, he is not worth attending to ;" and made use of 
language which I thought you bore very patiently, by 
not replying, except by making an apology, to her for 
what had happened, and appealing to the ladies then 
present. Soon after this, you with two ladiAkiuitted the 
house, leaving Mrs. Hughes, Dr. Jardine, Mr. Thomas, 
and myself. We conversed a few minutes upon the oc- 
currences that had taken place. Mrs. Hughes said she 
did not know who had introduced you to, the party, and 
seemed to suspect you had come with Dr. Jardine; this 
he denied ; she then said yoU had intruded without any 
introduction, and she would take care you should not 
come again ; your conduct had made her daughter ex- 
tremely ill ; she ukm up siairs^ and she (Mrs. H ) was 
sure she could not recover it that day. We all express- 
ed our sorrow for what had happened. In taking leave. 



when descettding: the steps at the house door, accident 
tally I torned my bead, and to my surprise saw Miss 
M'Avoy sUmding ai ihe kitchen door, with an infani in 
her arms, I had ho sooner caught a glimpsie 'of her 
than she skipped out of my sight, as if wishing not to be 
obsierved. 

I have endeavoured to give you as correct an account 
as my memory retains of the (acts, and am not at present 
aware of the motives you may have for requesting the 
above narrative unless they arise from the note inserted 
at the bottom of your letter to Mr. Hughes, introduced 
in Dr. Renwick's late puUicatioh.*: '- ' ' 

I am, 

Your obedient servant, 

Jno. Turmeah. 
Bold^street, Nov. 6, 1817. 



No. 2, — The Letter of an Anonymom Oentlemem. 

The goggles were applied. A book which a gen- 
tleman present happened to have in his pocket, was 
given to her ; afteT jpassing her ingers repeatedly over 
a particular line, sh^ placed the book upon her knee, 
and covering her right hand with her left, she read as 
follows: . • 

(< I will not name tbcm, replied 2^eluu" 

The line, as printed, ran thus: 

<^ 1 will not name them, was ZeUa's answer.* 

A piece cfr crimson and white paper was put into her 
hand, with the coloured side down ; after feeling at it 
some time, she decided that it was black and white. On 
afterwards holding the paper up to the light, the crim- 
son colour had very much the appearance of being black. 

The sartie piece of paper, with the coloured side up, 
was again given to her, (a sheet of writing paper having 
been previously interposed between her foice and her 



Mr. Tbmieau, It would appear from this paragraph, surmises that Mr. 
Sandan s MmpiUct was paUished out of spleen to me. Vide thii note, page 
8,of theApMndix to the Narrative, and Mr. Sandars*8 observation wUch 
^casumed thXs note. . . 



hands,) she said she conldl not tell what colour it was; 
QD her sayiDg this, the sheet of paper was withdrawn, 
T^hen she immediately told the colours correctly. 

A letter was then given her, (the sheet of paper bein^ 
interposed, as in the last experiment,) and she was re- 
quested to name the colour of the wax with which it 
was sealed, and lilcewise what were the letters upon the 
seal. She said the seal was black, but she could not 
distinguish what the letters were. The seal was red, 
and the letters upon it were sufficiently large to have 
enabled a person with any delicacy of touch to have 
told what they were. 



No. S.—J. T. Kosler's Letter to Mr. Sandars. 

Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your request, 
I will endeavour to recollect some of the circumstances 
ihat occurred at my short visit to Miss M*Avoy. I was 
introduced by a friend, and found assembled a very nu- 
inerousand highly respectable company of ladies and 
gentlemen : it was not at the house of ner stepfather, but, 
as I understand, the adjoining house, the parlour of 
which was mOre Commodious. I kept no memorandum^ 
hiJit on referenqp to Dr. Renwick's publication, I observe 
by the names of part of the company, that it mu|;t have 
been on the 23d of September. 

After blindfolding the young Lady in the usual man- 
ner, a watch was given into her hand, and she told the 
time exactly, that it wanted six minutes and a half to 
three. The routine of experiments were then gone 
through, of coloured cards, gowns, shawls, silks in a 
phial, and also the mirror ; this she held in her hand, and 
a gentleman looked into it over her shoulder ; she could 
not make out any thing; I remarked to him, that if he 
would lean farther over, so as to see the Lady's face in 
the glass, she would more readily receive the impression ; 
he did so, and she then described his countenance and 
the colour of his hair. She was soon after desired to 
feel the hair of Mr. William Earle, and tell the colour... 
She either said positively, it is red, or interrogatively, is 



it not red ? This gentleman's hair is very grey, and be 
wears powder. She was next desired to describe (he 
colour of the hair of Mr. Earle, who sat nearer to her and 
more forward ; she felt it, bat said she could not tell. 

The room beiug heated by the crowd of company, she 
was advised to retire for awhile. In her absence, I sug- 
gested to Mr. Earle, that if the young Lady would per- 
mit him to lay his bead upon her lap, I was confident 
she would discover the colour of his hair ; immediately 
on her return he did so, and without hesitation she said 
H was white. The elder Mr. Earle does not wear pow- 
der, but his hair* is also very grey. Some fe^w other ex- 
periments were made, when this gentleman said, he had 
heard that Miss M*A voy could discover by the feel, what 
was written on the inside of a hat, and he presented to 
her the concavity of his own hat sideways ; she put her 
hand into it, and said she felt nothing ; on this a card 
was given to her, coloured on one side a bright red, and 
on the other blue ; she felt it a long time, and at last she 
could not distinguish the colour ; here some one re- 
marked that the ftuuttjf was gone, or going. 

I must confess that from what I had witnessed, it ap- 
peared to me that this intermitting of what Is called the 
yonng Lady's faculty, together with the alleged neces- 
sity of a free communication between her breath and the 
object to be distinguished by the touch, are occasionally 
extremely convenient. 

Your's, dear sir, very truly, 

J. T. KOSTER. 

411 November, I8I7. 



Na. 4.— Mr. a Warmingion's Letter to Mr. Sandars. 

Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I 
purpose stating, as accurately as I can, my observations 
during a visit I made to Miss M'Avoy, I think on the 2d 
of Septeinber last. I shall confine myself solely to facts. 
Dr. Jardine kindly obtained permission for me to see 
Miss M'Avoy, mid introduced me to her. 



As I arrived some time before Miss M'Avoy made her 
appearance, I had aa opportunity of examining into 
the means employed for covering her eyes, when erpe 
riments are made. I was shown the pasteboard screen 
described in Dr. Renwick*s ^* Narrative/' and the mask 
with the goggles, of which the Dr. has given a sketch in 
the frontispiece to his publication. Wishing to satisfy 
myself that the goggles were an effectual blind/ 1 had 
them tried on myself. Dr. Jardine had tied the strings 
tighter, 1 believe, than Miss M'Avo^ could have borne. 
On looking down my nose, I found I could distinguish 
objects immediately below me, without di£Bculty. I saw 
my watch-chain, for instance, I was glad to get rid of the 
mask ; it made me extremely hot, and occasioned an un- 
easiness in my eyes, which continued several hours. 

When Miss M'Avoy entered, her hands were hot, and 
the power had left her. I asked permission to examine 
her eyes, which she granted with great good humour. 
They appeared somewhat dim, and placed deep, in the 
head. On exposure to a strong light, the pupils con- 
tracted as much as those in healthy eyes, uuder similar 
circumstances, but I think rather more slowly. I took 
an opportunity of darting my fingers rapidly towards 
the eye ; it did not blink. 

Miss M^Avoy, after cooling her hands with a wet 
sponge, said she would try whether the power was re- 
turned, before her eyes were covered. Accordingly, 
some bits of coloured silk were presented to her one by 
one ; I was standing close to her, and looked intently 
at the eyes, to watch their motions. The three colours 
first given her were blue, scarlet, and pink ; she named 
them rightly, after having felt the bits of silk for a few 
seconds ; but I observed the eyes were previously direct- 
ed to the objects, with a rapid and instantaneous glance. 
The next bit of silk was a drab or fawn colour. She did 
not tell the colour, nor were the eyes directed to it. 

The pasteboard screen, cut to fit the face, and having 
its edges covered with cotton-wool, was then applied.. 
On looking under it, rays of light were perceived between 
it and the nose. These t effectually excluded, by gently 
insinuating a little cotton into the interstices that admit- 
ted the light, so that it was impossible she could see any 
object placed immediately under the pasteboard, even if 
she tvere not blind. Unfortunately, the power now left 
her, and she foiled in every attempt. In answer to % 
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qocaition I pui'io Miss M^Avoy, she said she preferred 
the goggles to the pasteboard. 

Miss M'Avoy bow retired, and was absent for a con- 
siderable time ; on her return she appeared eheerfnl, and 
said she believed she should now succeed. The goggles 
were put on. She distinguished colours, told the time 
of the day by a watch, read a few words from a book, a 
written note, and an address card, in her usual manner. 
During these wonderfhl performances, one of the com- 
pany interposed a piece of printed calico between her 
fhceand the object; she immediately perceived it, and 
pushed it away in rather an angry manner. On the gog- 
gles being taken off, a gentleman of high rank in the 
navy closed the eye-Ud^ with his Angers ; and the power 
instantly left her, though a few seconds before she seem- 
ed iufull possession of it. I regret I could not prolong 
my visit, and witness a few more performances of this 
extraordinary young lady. '^ 

I have now given you a full and somewhat desultory 
account of what I saw on my visit to Miss M'Avoy, and 
have stated impartially every circumstance that might 
appear either to confirm, or invalidate the idea of her 
beingblind. I shall make no comment, but comforting 
myself with the conviction that 'Mruth is mighty, and 
will prevail," I subscribe myself 

Your very sincere friend^ 

C. WORTHINGTON. 



No 5.— The Letter of a Gentleman to Mr. Sandar^. 

Sir, 

In October, 1816, Mr. Bradbury, author 
of Travels In America, accompanied by a friend, visited 
Miss M'x^voy. His friend had seen thife young lady se- 
veral times before, and from witnessing some experi- 
ments that were tried upon her, was of opinion that she 
could see ; but being anxious that Mr. Bradbnry should 
also observe her, he prevailed upon him to visit her. 
After a few experiments, Mr. B. was so well satisfied that 
Miss M^Avoy could see with her eyeSy that he ceased to 
examine her further, and seated himself by the fire to 
wait until his friend was ready to depart His friend 
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tnftd^ ik few 1II0M efforis, to be Mmikced wliether the 
opiDiOB be had previoasly e^fttertaioed wag well or ill^ 
fomided, and proposed, as a final test of ber powerai 
thit she sho'bid det€»*inine^ Mih ber band behind her 
back, the coloiir of a piece of cloth which he- brought 
with bhn for that pbrpofte, 

Aftehr fd^ttog ft for a shbrt period, and beWg informed, 
that «he was nftstaken in the ooloor that abe guessed it 
to i>e, Mlsa M'Avoy requested permislsion to n«e her 
other band; which of coarse was instantly acceded to. 
Ah^r some tlm^ had elapsed, in which sh^ was uuracH 
cea^l in her efforts to deterinine t^e oolonr, hermo^ 
ther, #ho was in the room, and had been engaged in 
affis:ing leather lo the goggles; banded them over to 
Mr. B's frietid, aiid asked his <^inion, wliether it wai 
possible; iti their aifi^ndi^d state, mr a person to see with 
tbeifn ? He nni^rily pntibem on him for afeWftnomentei^ 
to ascertain the point demanded, and when he took 
fheni off, he Was durprified tb find that Miss M^Avey 
could flte* state cfoirrectly the colour of the cloth. He 
shortly after took leave of her, as he Was extremely 
desirous of learning firom Mr. B. what had transpired^ 
during the tifflfe he had incautlonsi;^ put on the goggles; 
Mr. B. wa^ eqUHUy Ankious to communicate what he 
bad observed diiHng ihat period, In which, althoogb 
apparently beedlito of what was passing, be was an aU 
tentive ol^rven Mr. B, then related, that as soon as 
bis friend hftd ptit bn the goggles, be saw Miss M^Avoy 
rapidly glance at himself and bis friend, and wtingiii 
from an appelant conviction of not being observed, she 
drew the cloth from behind her back» gained at it quick^ 
ly, and restated it to lis fornier situation, before the 
goggles were removed from his friend^s eyes. This foot 
Mr. firidbnrsr has related to several respectable Gen- 
tlemen^ who Are folly satiiMed of his candour and iate^ 

Livefpooly 6(h 2fofe. 1817, 



Net.— Mr. Lu§wyche*8 Letier tb Mf^: Smitairi. 

Sir 

i received your* communication on the 
singular case of Miss M^Avoy, from which 1 understand 

b 
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that, iikb myself, yon have donbtr of iier pctBgesdos that 
extraordinary talent, which sotee personci, even of the 
Faculty j gire her credit for. I have no partioolar ob- 
jection to your giving publicity to a detail of thoa^ ey- 
|]^rhnent» I witnessed at her residence some moatha 
since ; but being anxious to afford this young Lady a- 
ftir opportunity of miking a cotivert of myself to this 
new Theory, 1 declined replying to ^our note sooi^r,; 
under the hope that I might have prevailed on her and 
her Mother to have allowed another interview, a^d if 
possible to have removed jtibe spelU which readers me. 
for the present incapaMe of beUeviof , For this pur- 
pose, I waited on Mrs. Hnglies yestetday, and qandidly. 
informed her that I had been applied /to by yourself, for 
these paitieulars^ but that 1 should hme mueb gres^ier 
satisfaction in declaring my bielief than my double im* 
this subject. I was desirous of placing a few pdeees ol* 
cblcmred glass^ in such a eituatloo tbat they eould not 
be seen by any human beings though with as 9iuoh light 
thrown u'pon them as might be required. The ]^d3Ultof 
-ibis simple experiment would have removed, e^l my 
doubts, or have confirmed ail my suspiciens. Tbe in* 
dispositioB, however^ -of Miss M^Avoy, and %be great 
objeetimi of her Mother to admit any one in corr^poo- 
dence with yourself, l^ftme no alternative but to parp- 
eeed with the &ots I em already inrpossession of» 

1 thinli it was fn the early part of Febrnary, t was in-^ 
dueed to pay this Lady a visit, lA comftany with Mr. J. 
"Brereten and ahother Gehtleifian, for I was ufnwilliug< 
wn bare report, to give credence to a sta^amentso very 
iihprebsrbie. Previous to g:cHng$ we.prep^red ourselves 
witb a few slips of paper^ about seven toehes in I^Ugtbv 
knd two inches broad ; . in the centre, of one ^^f these was 
written the word Liverpool ; on aaotli^r «nM^i:a0ed an 
ovot, on a tfaird^sqiiare, on a fourth. parallel lines^^MTOss- 
ing each other at small distances, none of which Q€$en- 
pied on each slip of paper jbl greater space than about 
two inches. We also pi'ovided ourselves with some lilips 
of coloured papers, from a neighbouring shop. In this 
shop were exposed for sale some -valentines; one of 
lhe$e we purohasfed, onaccoi^nt ofatsdisplaying a-varie- 
ty of colours, but the subject it was intended to repre- 
sent was so rudely executed, as to require some inge- 
nuity to dfecover the intent of the artist. •. This Valentine 
waseurrounded with a wreath of flowers^ ^nd the u^uat 
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emblems ; and in the centre was the %ure of a sailor^ 
Being thus prepared, We proceeded to the bouse of h^r 
Father ; the door was opened by a young woman, who 
appeared to look attentively at each of us,, when ex- 
plaining the object of our visit; we were requested to 
walk in, and on entering the sitting room, were surprised 
to find this identical yosng woman the Individual in 
question. Not being sufficiently skilled in the J^now* 
ledge of the formation of the eye, or in thoaa nice symp- 
toms which in doubtful eases determine the non*exi^ 
tence of vision ; we made no other remark, thfin by 
placing Miss M'Avoy before the ^Hodow, and inter- 
vening the hand between the light and her eye, we 
pUinly discovered a dilatation and coatraotion of the 
pupil. 

Having thus, far proceeded, the goggles were produo* 
ed by her Mother, .who placed thrai on .the face of her 
Daughter in snch a manner as left as to suppose thai a 
person so blinded could not see in the lecist. After this, 
some minutes, perhaps ten or fifteen, elapsed, during 
which time she frequently breathed apon her fingers* 
informing us, that the moment. had not yet arrived whea 
the feeling faculty had commenced. At intervals, she 
raised her hands to the bandages, adjusting them appa^ 
reDtly for ease, though it had very much the appearsM^ite. 
of being done for the purpose -of admitting, a cbwnel 
fox the communication of light. We were, however^ 
careful during this period, to give no opportunity of 
evincing to her any suspicions. At length she deislared 
herself in readiness, and placing her fingers, on a parti-r 
cular spot of the slip of paper, where the woed " Liiver^ 
pool" was written, she pronounced it without hesitation* 
The same success followe<i on ©very other sUp of paper 
pat into her haqds. In the mean time, the valentine 
lay in a careless manner on the tabiebeibre her^ so that 
if there were any channel of light beneath the goggles, 
it could not have been difficult to see themostHprominent 
objects delineated upon it. • It was then taken up and 
presented to her, but the experiment, though partially 
successful, proved ralher more .than was, desirable for 
her famel She first placed her fingers on the sailor's 
hat, and without proceeding furtbec,'said it was a man; 
then bringing her fingers a little lower^ described the 
colour of his jacket; and intending io proceed down- 
wards, she declared hfetrowsers to be striped witk pink. 
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wbicb was id fSetQi the case, bat anlackily for Miss 
M^Avojl ber fingers had nbjt as yet come ^ithin one 
ImA of tiiat part of the dress, the dolour of whicb shei 
bad pronounced, bqt were exercised in feelingor rather 
ruining the plain part of the paper. She had taken the 
precaution, during the experiment, to cover the fingers 
with which she fiBit the object, with ^er left hand, in 
sach a manner as surprised us; for it ' partly excluded 
^|ie light, i^nd prevented any person opposite from slu- 
ing whei^ the fingers were plac^ ; but from the acci- 
dental situation of Mr. Brerelon, and myself, who v(rere 
sitting on the same sofa, and leaning, or rather stooping^ 
]>ehiDd her, we werci abj^ to traqe all her operations 
withent excitine: suspicion. What particularly sirnok 
^ch qf us on this oiocaston, wa^, the prom|^t manner in 
ifhich she first declared the object, before she had trac- 
€fd further than his hat. Here it should be observed, 
ihat Miss M^Avoy had not then so far advanced in the 
^ienoe of seeing with her finger ends, as to determine 
objects at the most trifling distance ; for we discovered, 
a8'wei-]procee^ed with other experiinentst, that not only 
acf£iii(t Contact, ' but very severe rubtimg^ was necessary 
iasoilie cases* before she woiild venture on pronouncing 
the colour dip the articles in her pos:^S£|ioi][. Bat to pro- 
eeed, she wais goiibg oti with aoquracy ii^ describing the 
colours bf ^he surrounding emblietns, when the Gentle- 
man before nao^ed intervened a sheet of paper' between 
her eyes and ^n^ers. 'The power was in a moment gone, 
and she was unable to proceed with her description of 
these minor sketohes until the V^p^r was removed, al- 
leging, thilt if the dommuotcation hetiveen 'hier breath 
and fingers wasiqte.rlrQpt^d, she coul^d not ^o on. ' 

There lay upon the sofa wherci ^he was sitting^, a num- 
ber of small pieces of coloured silks, cqtton, velvet, &c. 
^c. many of these we put into her ha^ds,*'fatQth before 
ber face and behind her back ; she sometimes ^failed, but 
in most instances described the colodrs with dorreAt- 
nfess. This was during the time she had the^ goggles 6a ; 
but it must be remarked, th£|t these pieces were lying 
there when we came in, and perhaps had been there 
for weeks, during which period they might have been 
so often practised ^pon, that the very shape would have 
been sufficiently familiar, to have enabled her without 
any additional faculty than that of memory, to havje de- 
termined the colour of each with correctness. 
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Our experimebto were qqit drajRrinc to aeloi^ wlie« 
Mr. Steek, l'roi9 LoodpD, entered the room, wltb a neir 
kind of apparatus., which apfieared to po^seis all tha ne- 
P^^ary povv.ef's (tf ioterriiptlaf sight, and yet admittiDg^ 
the needful QommiiniQation of the fingers with the 
month, whioh was deolared {qdispensable, for tbo pur* 
poae of biei^thing on tbem oooasioiyally when touohlng 
the object^ tl^ colour of which was to be identified. — 
This apparatus was nothing' o»ore than- a sniail sheet of 
pasteboard, out qt one side of which a circular piece 
was cut, so as to admit lier neck. Being placed under 
ber chin, the goggles were consi4ered unnecessary, and 
were removed; a« ^here could be no doubt Of her ptMH 
seasing the faculty of ^peipg ff ith ber fingera, if with 
thii praf€cii9%ff appendage she 0outd describe <ribjects^' 
aad tell the ool<]|iirs of them when placed beneath it. — 
It was not our biisinesa to determine if the Lady could 
see with oer eyes; our doubts only related. to her pos- 
sessbpg that faculty with her hands. I think the first 
trial we made i]|uder this new arraogement, was with a 
watch. I^ow it happened that two Gentlemen present: 
had gold vi^atches, very nearly alike in si:^ and fashion.* 
One of these was held carelessly^ though designedly, at 
^uch a distaqcje from her face with the dial upf^ards^ as 
to be siien, i{ she had the power and inclination to look 
at it. A few minutes elapsed in conversation, wheu it 
was proposed to pot a watcj^i^ile her hands, beneath the 
pasteboard, .a^ talM^ the one just alluded to, for that 
?^^li9f^^ I pr<i^ssed'to give it her, but in fact put seno* 
^^^U9r waich into h^r hands, the fingers of which had been 
privately altered one: hour forward. She drew her fin- 
gers over the glass, ana declared the time to a minute ; 
but observe, it li^as not thcrtime of the watch riie held in 
her band, but the time of the watch I held concealed in 
min^t the one vf hich had previously been placed care- 
lessly at a distance with the dial upwards. This artifice 
she wsi$ not made acquainteid with, and an exclamation' 
of '< aj^tauiahm§'' being uttered by some one of the parr 
ty, she concluded that every tbiog so far was right.-**v 
The other watch was then put into her hands, but after 
feeling at itaome time, she declined prononncing any 
opinion, and placed it upon her lap, with the face 
downwards. Her Mother, who was ttien in the room, 
stepped forwa^'d, and taking it up, placed it on the table 
before her Danghter's face, with the dial upwards^ de- 
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siarhig: Iflirgaret imtry minetbtitg ebev UltM presenilif 
she would be abte to name the 'hoar. From the sitna- 
tioB In which the wateh was placed, we beHeve'sbe 
would hAre sacbeeded^ bat we removed it, and'shelmd 
not'thte opportonltf. 

In the cbnrse of these experiments, she had occasion 
for her handkerchief, which bad been lytog oh the dofa 
near her, she' felt on each side without findings it; she 
then stooped forward in the attitndef of a person look- 
ing:, and Without feeling in the manner she b^d done 
when si^ng upright, placed ber band dhree4 upon it on 
the floor. We then put into her- hands the slips of pa- 
p^r she had* before described with accnracy, #lien the 
gfoggles were on ; buttthis newqontrirance of the'paste- 
board had^ dissipated the' miraculous po^wer, and her 
fingers beeaffie, like the fingers of* other persons, per- 
feetly Mind; Mr. Steele then drew from ik\6 pocket se^ 
rerat pieces " of silk, 'of » various colours, which were 
g^ven into her bands' behind her back ; of many of these 
i^e told ns'tbe colour with the greatest correctncHss : but 
there was a' trifling circnmstBince attending' these trials, 
which must not be passed unnoticed, and which tend- 
ed more than any other occurrence to shake our faith, 
and rank ns among the nnbelierers. We had expected 
that in these experiments sbe would ha^e edn^ed great 
delicacy of touch. On the contrary, etefv article was 
bandied with a roughness, which would rather f#nd to 
ascertain whether they were hard or snft, than to receive 
the rays of light or colour. This remark was particu- 
larly appliciMe when practising dn each piece'of silk 
introduced by Mr. Steele; the edges^f which sbe Hier- 
aUy fore, and freqfuently bringing her band to her mouth 
under preieno^ <ff warming il; small shreds were obser- 
vable atiached to her naiU^ and on breathing upon her 
fingers, they fell in such direction, that if Miss M*Aroy 
really coitid see, there was but little risk in guef9sing at 
the colour of the remaining piece b&hindherbiwk. Un- 
willing to leave any little circumstance which occurred 
on this- day unnoticed, I Irust I need not apologii^ for 
the length of this letter ; and as Hdoesnot fait within the 
range of my talent ^o enlarge on tbe^Mlosopbical part 
of this ^xtrdordinary endowment, I sfaalMeave the sub- 
ject in better hands, by subscribing myself 
' ' Your most obedietit servant, 

. TmnnAaLuTiWYcirE. 

Liverpool, Nov. 12, 1817, 
4, St. James^-rood. 
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. Pariiciamr* oftfiuitpa$»^ on thelSOt of October. 

A number of experimento were tried on Mm M'Avoy, 
ip «Qii^e.of wbicb she was wocessful, in otiiers quite the 
reverse. Stie bad two glaee pliiais pat into her hends, 
in 9Aa.Qf which wa« water, and, in the other spirits of 
wine,;. she named, each very aocaralely, which Dr* E. 
regarded as a very ej^traordiniyry circiimstanoe.; bnt ap-, 
on examination, it appeared, that although the. phials 
might be of equal weighty they were not of equal slxe, 
one being n^uch longer. than the other, and the corks 
wer^ not (as they.onght to have been) sealed with wax ; 
indeed they had not the least covering over them, .to 
prevent, ^ny 0Ae» who had a peculiar fine sense of smell- 
ing, from ascertaining the difference. A gentleman pre* 
sent gave injto Miss M;Avoy's hands a seal, and request-* 
ed her to tell him the colour of it ; be placed his hapd 
l^tweep ih^ seal and herjace, ajad she declared the^seak 
ifi b^ black, whereas it was wbite^ At tbe^lose o^ tha 
experiments, another person present expressed an opk 
nipn that Mm M'Avoy could see; upon which Dr. R» 
proposed that the goldt>eater's skin and. the adhesive 
plaster sbould be f^pplied tp ttiat person's eyes, which 
yvas assented to,. and uacommpn pains were taken by 
Pr. R« ip placing tbem» so as to previent all possibility 
q{ ^eing. When fixing them. Dr. R. said, '^ Now dose 
your eyelids," to which an answer was returned by< soma 
one, "! You were not so particular with MissM^Avoy*'^ 
However, tbe request was complied with, and when the 
Jbandages were properly placed, a watch was presented, 
and ike hour tf^ immeataiely pronounced; a, glove was 
given, and ihe.coloi^r was told; a letter was produced^ 
wfihich was read with grMt facUiiif,sAihovigh the writing 
was very smaljl*"* . 



lUte Leffief iof Mr. turmeau to the Editors df the Li- 
verpool Mercinry, 

. Gentlemeiii 

When I gave Mr. Sandars a narra- 
ilve of th^ cffcamdtances which occurred, during my vi- 
eilto Miss M'Avoy, on the S4th of September last, i was 

* ^ my SBcmmt «ff Ikii aottkig in th^ eonttooatlan ^the case, '^a^e 6 & S. 
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then, Atsd am sfltt/fiilly ^otitifi^ Mi. Sanftntrs was ib 
0i^rcb of truth. I related to him aiseries of facts, an^ 
did not Expect tt be again called on, either directly oi^ 
iift^irectly, in this mysteriotis affaSr. Hofrever reluctant I 
may be fo obthidfc tn;j^6el^ 6n the public, what has lately 
taken jjilace h^i compelled- ine to do i^; in my own de^ 
fence; a Ad I shall, thei^efdre, proceed to give you an a^ 
count oTa cir&utiiistance, #hicb, I think, ought to be fol- 
ly aind flliirly stated. 

On Strnday morning, the 1 1th fasiitant, Mr: Dale called 
bpon me,— 7anii after soini ihtj^o^uctory conrersatioki 
concerning the case of Miss M'AvOy; he said, that 
the statement I bad insetted in my letter to Mr. Sandars 
respecting .ihy having seen this lady witii (he child in 
her arms, at the ktlcheb door, af the time ber mothei* 
ijeclared her to be very ill, up stairs^ bad made a great 
impresplon against her ; and that, IVom wiiat the Ataiily 
bad told him, he was almost convinced I mast have been 
mistake!^ as to the person I saw; It nnght have been 

the effect of optical deception — ^that k Miss D- ^* wai 

the lady I saw with the infant. — I instantly told Mr: 
Dale, that I was ready, at anytime, if called upon, to 
make' oath, that it was Miss M^AvOy, and no other 
person, I saw in the situation described ih my letter td 
Mr. Sandars : he then said, the Inatt^r wto likely to take 
a serious turn, as tlie otiief ^rties were also redUy with 
their oaths. I told hirA, that Ws no affislir of mine. — ^Mr« 
p. pressed nie to see Miss D— — , by calling uf on her, 
with him, to malce Aiyself certain as to her persoti; before 
coming. to extremities; To oblige hktf, and not to 
appear perverse, 1 consented to this ; biit di'j not inforni 
him, at the time, thieit 1 was acqhainted with this lady, 
and had known her for many years: this the partied 
discovered afterwards, as yoii will find in the sequel.'—^ 
Upon any day, at half past three o'clock; I said I wiUl 
ready to accompany him. We did not meet again till 
the following Sunday^ whqn Mr, Dale called npoD me; 
but, instead of going to see Miss D -^ I was conduct- 
ed to the house of Miss M'A voy, whom we found in the 
back parlour, apparently in a very bad state of health; 
constantly twitching and breath jug, as if convulsed. 

From enquiry of my medical companion, as to these 



• At the expretidMire of this M7, ImmatM to 
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(Tfltiptom^, i Was informed, they were eaaded by a palpi* 
tatioo of the heart. After the usual salutations, I heard 
the name of (I believe) Mrs. N mentioned as the la- 
dy I had mistaken for Miss M^Avoy, and she was sent 
for. When I found Whkt game was playiugf, 1 told Mr. 
Dale, I should not say a word, before the parties, in con-, 
tradiction to ah^ isissertions they might advance (having 
Already witnessed the pretended ill effects of abrupt be- 

Haviour to the ybun^ lady.) Mrs. N sent word, by 

the messen^r, she was at her dinner, and ^^ as soon as 
ishe had done; and cleaned up; she Would cdline in.'^ 
Shortly after this, she made her appearan6e. My in- 
dignation was now greatly excited at the attemt)t to enr 
trap and to impose upon niie; however, I kept silent, and 
listened tb what they had to sajr. To shew the contrast 
between this woman and Miss M'Avoy, I must give a de- 
scfiptioh of her persbn, whidh is altogether above twicd 

as large as that of Miss M^A '-. She appears to be be- 

t#een 50 4nd 60 years of age, With the strongest marked 
physiognomy I ever saw ; v^ry dark compl^xion,and one 
eye^ball cdmpletely turned in. I batinot blame the wo- 
man for her unfortunate 6ppedrance, particularly as I 
have a cast in one of nSy own teyes; but t give you this 
sketch to shew the etfntrast, as you know Miss M^Avov 
is a most delicate and sickly looking girl,---and that. 1 
could not havi^ err^d, tbrougli B^dficepiib visusy as con^ 
jectured by my medical friend.^ She said she was ready 
to swear, that it was she #h6 hdd the child, but did not 
appear to be certain as to the day. Miss M^Avoy told 
us, she had been luminous^ or, (ransparent^ a.£ew day# 
before, but could not then exhibit her alleged powers. 
With sensations I need not describe, I was gldd to leave 
the house ; and, when in the street, t told Mr. Dale, that 
if it was possible, I was more firm in my belief that Misii 
M*Av6y was tbe person I sa# with the inifant. Mr. D. 
said he wished me to be convinced of Miss M'Avoy hav- 
ing the powers ascribed to her, and that I should have 
the earliest intimation and op]^ortunit^ of witnessing the 
wonderful gift she occasionally has ; tiiit, that If she 
knew I still persisted in what I had asserted, no future 
interview Could po^iUy tak^ place tfet^^ti us. — Sincie 
this, I have written to Mr. Dale, informing him, he is at 
perfect liberty, to state to the parties my opinion of them^ 
as I have not the least Inciinatioii to visit the young ladjr 
again. I am far from thinking my friend, Mr. D. has 
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eoDDived, in any way, at thb plot ; bot fear he his mided 
by his eotbasiaBin in the cause.* 

At the moment I saw Miss M'Avoy, in the sitnatioD 
before described, on the 24th September, I told Dr. 
Jardine of the circumstance ; and my surprise, after 
what her mother had just before stated, that '' her 
daughter was very ill, upstairs," &c as related in my 
letter to Mr. Sandars. The doctor, no doubt, recollects 
my having done so : J could have no motive in stating a 
falsity. — Why did they not contradict it at the time ? 

But, Gentlemen, if any further proof of my accuracy 
be necessary, I could, if I thought proper, give the namd 
of a lady, who declares she heard Mrs. Hughes bid her 
daughter go into the kitchen, and take care of the child. 
— and she went accordingly : soon after this, I saw her 
in the passage. 

The parties, I understand, are beginning: to work 
tipon those they consider their enemies by piece^meal ; 
but they shall neither make a tool, nor a fool of me, ia 
this very absurd business. As to voluntary oaths, they 
never appear to me to rank in the first order of evidence ; 
and the case must be bad indeed, where Ihey are offered 
as substitutes for facts ; it looks as if the parties had so 
involved themselves in the gulph of credulity^ that to 
return were worse than to go on. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your's, &c. 

JnO. TURAIEAi;. 



Boldrsireei, Jan. 22, 1818, 



ib ihe Editor of the Liverpool Saturday's Advertiser. 

Sir, 

As the extraordinary powers attributed 
to Miss Margaret M'Avoy of this town, have lately at- 
tracted the attention of the public in an uncommon 
degree, permit me to send you a fact which has lately 



i5S*tIf^ to think JAt. Da]e*8 applicoUmi to Mr. turmean, was not 
suggertcd by Mis. Hughes or Miss M'Avoy. ' 
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oocnred, and which, I think, must silence the scepticism 
of the most iocreduloas. Two ladies of this town» whose 
habits of rigid veracity and caatioas inquiry are well 
known, and whose names will be left with your publish- 
ers, in order to satisfy any doubts which may arise, went 
lately to the house of this phenomenon, impelled by that 
curiosity whioh has now become universal. Fortunately 
Miss M's marvellous powers, which are known to be 
sometimes fluctuating and capricious, were that day in 
their highest perfection, and the following experiment 
was accurately tried. One of these visitors stood behind 
the young lady's chair and pressed down her eye-lids 
with both her bands, so closely that it was a physical im- 
possibility for a single ray of light to enter. I may here 
remark that no method of closing the eyes by any sort of 
covering that can be devised, is half so effectual as this, 
for obvious reasons. The other lady then took up a 
printed book of sermons which was lying in the apart- 
ment, and which appeared to have just come in from the 
bookseller's, as the leaves were not yet cut open. She 
opened it in a place where the leaves had been uncut, 
and placed it before Miss M*Avoy, (her eyes still closed 
as above described), who read several lines in it without 
hesitation. The lady then took a written note out of her 
pocket, which had been received that morning, and Miss 
M. also read that without any other dlflRculty than what 
arose from the badness of the hand writing. 

This experiment, which can be ascertained on oath, 
seems so decisive as to the power possessed by Miss M. 
of reading by the touch cdone, that I am not aware of 
any possible way in which it can be controverted. 

I am, &c. your's, 

T. S. M. 



ttev. E. Qlover*8 Letter to Dr. Renwick. 

Dear Sir, 

You have so frequently solicited me 
to give you my observations upon the extraordinary 
case of my friend Miss M*Avoy, that I can no longer 
withhold them, and must apologize for not having com • 
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j^ed ii^itti ypiir request earlier; bnt my greitt oceopa-: 
tfpos did npt allow nip time, 

I caDDot too much applaud the zeal and perseyerance 
you have manifested in the investigation of thU inost 
imjportant case ; and 1 will add the eafidour with wbticJb 
you have conducted it. It is a case, which for the p|ib« 
y\c information, or for the public g^od, ought to be 
thoroughly investigated, and the result authentically 
substantiated. Under this impriossjon I have been g)ad 
to find the opinion, which yo^ and | entertain, has been 
warmly opposed, and objections raised, l^his has givpn 
us the opportunity of re-considering the grounds on 
which we originally founded our opinions, hfis suggest- 
ed to us experiments, which our own conviction woui4 
have thought unnecessary, and thus given us a confi- 
dence In , our 6{viuions, which, without such pppo- 
isition, we should scarcely have dared to entertain. r¥ot 
my own part I do not hesitate to declare unoondition- 
ally, my firmest convictioq that she is perfectly* blind, 
and po^sses a tact yrhich enable her to readv distin-^ 
guish colours, &c. &c. ■- It wiii be unnecessary tp enu- 
merate the Retails which have* hi'ous^^ ^7 mind to this 
conviction. But I will say it )s a conviction I cannot 
get rid of,, without giving up the evidence of all my 
senses. It either is true as we have stated, or it is the 
greatest fraud that evpr yvas attempted to ^be practised 
upon mankind ; between thpse extremes in ' the present 
instance, there can be no alternative. Now I have so 
good an opinion of my own understanding, that if the 
jatter were the ca^e, I should have discovered it, aided 
as I have been with the assistance of so many others, 
enjoying the singular opportunity of seeing her daily, 
through the progress of thM|. extraordinary and long 
sickness — and having used every diligence, afnd thought 
much to bring my mind to the truth on so curious a fact. 
I will add, that the friendship .she hasf towards me, the 
Confidence you have so frequently observed her to place 
in tne,c the gratitude she feels fbr the religious instruct 
tion she hasTeceived from m^; the sioceWty^ «with which, 
under her awful situation, she must converse with one 
who is preparing her to appear before the God of Truth, 
^11 these circumstances put together, must, in my hum- 
ble opinion,/ place fraud beyond the possible range of. 
human delinquency, .even if there were an object ta be 
gained by it, which, in the present instance^ there is no^ 
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I hare ttins sent yoa my opinion, aocompanied with 
a statement of a few eiperjments which my brother 
and myself made lately. You are at lil>erty to use 
all or part of this note, as it may please yoor« 
self. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your's most sincerely, 

Edward Glover. 
fept. 2nd, 1817. 



Jpr. /. Mackenzie's Letter to Dr. Renwkk. 

Pear Sir, 

I ougrht to. have returned you my thanks 
at an earlier pj?riod, for' the readiness with which you 
Inet my request to be present at my visit to your inter- 
esting patieiit, Miss M*-<^yoy, on the 29th of September 
last ; and to express to yoq how perfectly satisfied I felt 
with the full account von and the other Medical Gentle* 
men in attendance then ^ave me of her disease, as well 
as with the conclusiveness of the experiments made in 
my presencie, to prove the extraordinary powers of 
touch, developed, in the prog:ress of its varied symp- 
toms ; I had but one motive for postponing this expres- 
sion of ,my personal obligation to yourself and collea- 
gues, for your attention and liberality of conduct ou 
that occasion. It was not a scruple of doubt in my 
mind, as to the reality of what I had seen, nor yet a 
iukpicion of inh posture on the part of the artless, inge- 
nuous, unfortunate patient, subjected to trial ; — for the 
extremes of scepticism and credulity I hold in equal 
contempt, — as qualities which belong to the weak or the 
wicked, and are alike fatal to truth : but a desire to see 
your Narrative of this Unique Case, which was at that 
time announced to be in the press, and thus have it in 
my power to satisfy myself as to the whole evidence, 
statement and facts. That satisfaction is now complete. 
Your Narrative is before me ; it is just what it ought to 
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be, an honest record of the facts ; and so far as I have 
been eye-witness to these, I can bear the most nnqaa- 
lified testimony to the correctness of its details. Indeed 
the facts are irrefragable ; lio man can deny these, who 
has seen them, without rejecting the grounds of all hu- 
man testimony — the evidence of the senses. If such a 
man there be, his mind is past all the powers of convic- 
tion ; his reason prostituted to the sordid passions, or 
lost in the abyss of universal scepticism. 

You have abstained from theorising on this case, and 
in that have shewn your discretion as well as-jndgment. 
The Physiologist will undoubtedly consider the facts 
already established among ihe most important data 
that have hitherto presented themselves to his contem- 
plation, as illustrative of some of the obscurest laws of 
animal life, particularly those of the nervous system, 
although their application may as yet be premature. 
Your patient's case is extremely complicated ; the ra- 
vages of disease are already extensive ; the indications 
of cure are uncertain ; the crises that have hitherto taken 
place, whether favourable or otherwise, appear to have 
resulted from the determination of morbid action to or- 
gans so very essential to life, that any material injury to' 
their structure must prove fatal to it; as for example, 
to the cerebral and abdominal viscera ; consequently, no 
prognosis can be hazarded in the present state of the 
case with a shadow of certainty. The disease is still in 
progress, and your labours by no means at an end. — 
Proceed in the plan which you have so judiciously 
adopted, of accurately observing, and faithfully record- 
ing the phenomena as they arise. You will thus accu- 
mulate facts valuable to the science of life, and establish 
a name which neither the malignity of selfishness, nor 
the philosophy of doubt can ever undermine. With 
my best wishes for the improvement of Miss M*Avoy's 
health, and your final success, believe me to be. 

My dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 

very faithful servant, 

John Mackenzie. 
7/A November^ 1817. 
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Mr. Samuel Beref^s Letter to Dr. RetMwk. 

Dear Sir, 

Agreeable to your request, I hand 
you the following particulars^ which occurred on my 
visit to Miss M^Avoy. My mind being previously pre- 
jadiced against Miss M^Avoy, I thought it probable that 
she might be acquainted with the feel of different sub- 
stances, to which she had been accustomed ; therefore I 
inclosed some coloured worsteds in two glass tubes, and 
seal<^d them at the ends, with different coloured wax, 
(which tubes I have sent herewith for your inspection*) 
I also prepared some green and yellow sympathetic ink, 
with which I wrote upon slips of paper ; and which 
writing was invisible when dry. On the 23d of Septem- 
ber last, I accompanied a party, who had permission to 

Wait upon Miss M'A ; when introduced to her, she 

complained of indisposition, but seemed wishful to gra- 
tijfy our curiosity, and permitted us to try experiments 
bn the power she apparently possesses, of distinguishing 
colours by the feel. She had the goggles put on, which 
appeared to me to be a most effectuiai mode of prevent- 
ing her frotn seeing, if she possessed any power of that 
kind, for on previously trying them upon myself, I 
found the light completely obscured. A printed book 
was first pfiBsenied to her, which she tried to read, but 
could not tell a letter, but after compositig herself a few 
minutes, she told us the colours of our watch seals, by 
rtibbing her fingers upon them; and also told which 
were glass, and which wete stones. I then placed in 
her hand, one of the glass tubes^ (which I had kept in 
my pocket,) but she could not tell the colours, nor in- 
deed the substance she felt, as she asked was it a piece 
of brass? She said the power had left her; however, a 
short time afterwards, she told the nanie marked with 
ink, upon a pot^ket handkerchief, and the colours of a 
silk handkerchief, aUd traced the edge of the pattern 
printed thereon, with a pin. I then tried her again 
with the glass tubes, when she immediately told the co- 
lours contained in them, iti the order they were placed, 
by passing her fingers over them, and also the colour of 
the sealing wax at the ends, without the least mistake ; 
sh« also told the hour, by passing her finger over the 
glass of a watch ; she read several words in a book, and 
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the directions of several letters, and told the colQure of 
our coaia, h^ feeling the cloth. I gave her a blanl^ slip 
of writing papery requesting her to try if she could read 
the writing, upbn it; but she said she coiild not feel any. 
1 then gave her oipie of th^ slips ^rote upon with sym- 
pathetic ink, she said there wsis writing upon it, but it 
was so extremely faint; that«he could not make it out, but 
she found out one If^tter, whi^h she called T— >I maVked 
the part where she said the letter ^l^as, and when I retorn- 
ed home, on warming the paper, I found the letteir was 
/, a mistake easy to be tnade^ the letters being so much 
alike, . . 

Several of the abovte experiments were repeated, with 
the same result, her eyes being covered with a silk band- 
kerchief, instead of the goggles: In these experiments, 
I am Certain that Miss M'Avoy was not prompted by an^ 
person^ nor do I think it possible that she could have any 
assistance froili her eyes. Mr; Bainbridge^ahd Mr. John 
Leigh, w^te present when the above expieHniedts were 
tried^ to whom I beg leave to refef you for any further 
particulars which may have escaped my notice; and I hav^ 
no doubt but they will confirm the above statement 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Yoiir's very respectfully, 

Uverpooly 17 th Feb. Sam. B£REt; 

1818. 



The Letter of Mr. S, Peacock y Surgeon, t^pton Cheshire^ 
to Dr. Renwicky Hanover-street^ Liverpool. 

Dear Sir, 

The inclosedt is a correct statement 
of the experiment with the watch. 

Yours; Aci 

S: Peacock, 
Uptony July 24, 1820. 

* This Gentleman and Mr. Bainbridge were appointed to ^«min* AGss 
M'Avoy, by the members of a Club who meet occasiDnally at the Old Swaii^ 
near liiverpool, to decide a wager laid ui)on the subject of Miss M'Avoy, by 
Mr. Latham '0f Wavcrtree, with Mr. John Leigh of Liverpool. It was decided 
by these Gentlemen against Mr. Latham. ' 

i Not having seen Mr. Peacock for some time, I wrote to him, indosiiig a 
printed copy of the ExperizAent he had stated', to which the above letter is 3ie 
answer. See page 202. 
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Mr. Emns'H Letter to Dr. Renwi^k. 

bear Sir, 

I visited Miss M'Avoy with Mr. Thomas. 
You and another gentleman were present* Miss M^ Avojr 
was in bed^ and recovering from a severe attack. She 
distinctly told different colours, dnd also described some 
watch- papers. A book was then placed under the bed- 
clothes, which covered her up to her neck, and opened 
oh her breasi, wheh she read a few lines with her fin- 
gers. When the book wito withdrawn, the words were 
found correct. On this occasioii I placed under the 
bed-clothes, without th^ possibility of her seeing even 
^hat I conveyed there, a watch-paper of variegate^ 
colours. She distinctly, and to our astonishment, named 
every coloiir. A book was placed in the same situation^ 
and with her fingers she read a line or two, whidh on 
examination we fouhd to be correct. 

Wif; EVANS^ Sur^oii; 
Marble-street^ Liverpool. 
August T, 1820. 



the Be6. H. Br^Bwer's Letter to Mir. RenMeJti 

Dear Sir, 

In answer to your inquiries reip^ci- 
ing Miss M^Avoy, I am happy to inform yon that since 
aiy first acquaintance with her, which took place. in 
April of kit year; and which bontinued to the time of 
her death, I constantly experienced the greatest can- 
dour and frankness bf disposition. Indeed firoih all 
that I could discover durin(|: my frequent visits, I con- 
ceive that she was utterly incapable of every species of 
deceit and imposition. 

With vei-y great respect, 

I remain, dear Sir^ 

H. fiUBWBR; 

Edmnnd^ktreeti %Mh August, 1880. 



Made upon this Case b^ore Death. 



I SHALL make a very few obsenrations upon the 
foregoing: case ; and, UDtiL a terminatloQ of the disease, 
under which Miss M*Avoy labours^ which may be 
esteemed decisive, takes place, I shall remain at my post, 
attending to it with all due care, that the public may 
ultimately be in possession of those facts which may 
tend more fully to elucidate it. 

I have already stated that from the history of the case, 
I was of opinion that compression of the brain actually 
existed at the time of my first visit in June, 1816 ; that 
convulsions and even blindness might be reasonably 
expected to ensue. Indeed it is probable from double 
vision having been observed three years before this 
period, that the optic nerve was not at that time In a 
perfect state of health ; and from a very early age the 
eyes had been subjected to repeated inflammation, and 
consequent weakness. 

Yhe disappearance of the oedema from the lower ex- 
tremities, the scarcely perceptible fluctuation in the 
abdomen, the increase of pain and throbbing in the 
head ; and the giddiness which followed, led me to sup- 
pose that fluid was collected somewhere between the 
membranes, or within the cavities of the brain. T feel 
myself justified in this opinion by the authority of Mor- 
gagni, Bonetus, and other writers, who had examined 
the bodies of persons, in whom convulsions and death 
followed the sudden disappearance of dropsical swel- 
lings. In many of these cases fluid was found in the 
ventricles, or between the meninges of the brain, in a 
greater or less quantity, but death generally occurred 
before the fluid could make its way through any artifi- 
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cial outlet. The c^se r^^ted by Valsalvft, and qnoted 
in the Narrative from Morgagni, o( a sheep affected 
with water in the^ head, i» somewhat analogous to that 
of Mi^ MfAvoy ; and it is probable had the sheep not 
been destroyed it might have been relieved from the ac- 
cumulation of fluid by its discharge from the brain^ 
through the eroded p&rt of th6 os Ethmoidos^ which 
lies und^r the mamillary processes, affording in 
iime a free passage from the cranium tp the nostrils ; for 
it appeared the commencement of this eroBion of the 
bope was occasioned by the diseased state of the brain, 
or by the continual dripping of an acrimonious Quid-* 

Doctor Baron, of Gloucester, hs^s given ap acconut 
of a ease somewhat similar in a child, who died after- 
wards from water in the brain.. He had not an oppor? 
tunity of examining attentively, the ethmoid bon^, but 
he easily passed a probe through it into the nose, froni 
which passage the fluid most probably escaped, in the 
sudden maoiner he has described.t Instances have oc^ 
purred also where artificial openings have been made 
in the heads of children, affected With hydrocephalci^ 
which allowed of the free discharge of a considerable 
,quantity of fluid. Dr. Baron mentions que instance, in 
which the tumour had been twice punctured, but tkfi 
event of the <]|isease had not then been ascertained. Dr. 
Formby, of this town, attended a patient labpuring un- 
der this disease, in which the tumour was punctured by 
i)r. Vose, and a good deal of serous fluid evacuated, with 
temporary bene'fit to the child ; but it aifterwards died. 

^tha^been supposed the fluid which passsed down in 
fhe case of MissM'Avoy, might have been collected in 
$orae tvimour, or hydatid at the back of the nose, or in 
the gullet ; biit I have already said it was scarcely pos- 
sible a tumour could have existed in that situation, con- 
taining even any moderate quantity of fluid, without 
being before perceived by its effects in breathing, or in 
syvallowing ; but nothing of this kind took place. ' 

The quantity of fluid discharged, from the afternoon 
of the ISth to the morning of the 16th of June, 1816, 



* Sheep tseverymxli^ to this disease, and tl^e SlMpfaeids often puactaze 
^e tumour if it point extetnally^, and sometimes ^ith success. 

t Vide ^^iOPdpn M^cal and Pbytlcal Joumal, vol. xzxviiji. page 4f4. 
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mast hare been immense, as it was pasdng^ dqwn into 
the stomach aimqst incdssantty, so as hardly to allow 
her time to draw her breath. It might almost be oalca- 
lifted from the circuo^stance of seven ounces havings 
been obtained at two efforts to expel it in a less space of 
fime thai) one minute. Indeed, it would almost appear, 
as if its expulsion from the head, after it first began to 
flow, had followed its seciretiOQ in nearly an equal ratio. 
The fluid, which escaped in very small quantity, from 
th^ nostrils after the two following attacks of convul- 
sion, was of a more glairy nature than that of the first 
discharge, resembling in tenacity, colour, and consis* 
tence the albumen ovi, of the fluid generally qbserved 
to be contained in hydatids. The fluid collected in ve- 
ry small quantfty, after the convulsions in November, 
|817, was much the same as that which was at first dis- 
charged ; and the slight discharge which took place from 
the ear, the day after hef alarm from the chimney tak- 
ing fire, was similar, from the description given of it, to 
the two discharges from the nose. Since this period, 
no fluid has passed from the head that we are aware of. 

Tumours have appeared in the side, in the neck, and 
upon the os sacrum, extending to both hips. Fluctua- 
tion has been repeatedly felt in the latter part ; but the 
very acute pain which took place upon pressing the tu- 
mour in the left side, in the slightest manner, prevented 
US from ascertaining its exact nature, situation, or extent: 
but from its subsidence after the discharge of purulent 
matter with the urine, it may be naturally supposed to 
haye extended to the region of the kidneys. In the last 
discharge which took plac6 the quantity was much more 
considerable than before ; the swelling under the clavi- 
cle disappeared ; that, in the lower part of the back re- 
inained nearly stationary, except when the discharge from 
the leg ^as more considerable ; but the pain in the side 
wfis SQ much relieved she could bear moderate pressure 
with the fingers, on that part of the tumour, which be- 
fore did not allow them to pass lightly over it without 
bringing on much uneai^ness. 

She complained of pain extending from the occiput 
along the spine, and pressing upon it gave her considera- 
ble pain, caused her to shrink, and most probably this af- 
fection of the spine occasioned her inability to walk or 
stand up erect without support Afier the last discharge 
bad taken place, she felt herself so much better, ih^ 
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•be vfaf carried into the.^arden, aod remained there for 
two or three hour^ at a time, as the j/eeather was ex- 
tremely fine. She named the colour of two fluids, but 
not so readily as I have seen her do it before. Was un- 
covered. Notwithstanding the fineness of the weather, 
eha caught cold and was attacked with symptoms of 
Rneumonia, for wl^iqh she was bled repeatedly ; but, al- 
though relieved from the more violent symptoms, the 
cough continued for some time. 

. The catching in the breathing and the convulsive 
motion of the diaphragm became occasionaUy so violent 
that we found it necessary to have recourse to vene. 
section more frequently ; and the blood which was 
drawn generally appeared cupped, buffy, or both. The 
quantity was proportioned to its effects upon thesystem^ 
It never exceeded sixteen ounces at one tiipe, but gene- 
rally oqly from five to eight ounces were taken away. 
Sopaetlmes the pulse was full and strong enough, at 
other times it was weak and feeble, and her general 
appearance contraindicated its necessity, but we de- 
pended more, upon the violence of the catching in the 
breathing, and the convulsive motion of the diaphragm 
than upoD the pulse; or even her leucophlegmatic coun- 
tenanoe* ao4 she generally was relieved from them after 
the first or second bleediug, but latterly more frequent 
and larger bleedings were required before these symp- 
toms receded. 

In some instances after taking about six or seven 
ounces of blood, suspension of breathing came on, the 
pulse continued to beat freely and fudy, but if we 
allowed the blood to flow for any considerable time 
after the suspension too({: place, the pulse very soon 
sank ; at other times syncope occurred, and some- 
times as she was losing blood, she fell into a state of 
insensibility.* 



* The distinction between this suspension in the breathing and syncope 
consists in the circulation being continued in the former and not in the latter. 
The application of the lightest feather to the nostrils or upon the mouth is 
not acted upon by the breath, until she is recovering from it, nor is any stain 
perceptible upon a looking-glass placed immediately over the mouth and 
noMrns. The pulse is not aiitected materially when she falls into the state of 
insensibility, which has most frequently occuned during the latter bleedings, 
nor is the breath interrupted. The suspension of breathing, die says, comes 
on suddenly, and I am aware only of it having existed by a peculiar twisting 
#bout the heart, and a gaspij:^ for breath as i recover from it. The syB> 
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The degree of debility which sometimes ^nsoed 
alarmed as, but on the day following the bleedifig which 
produced this effect, we found her generaily better, 
although these unpleasant symptoms often recurred: 
After several bleedings the blood became very thin and 
app^Mtred more like bloody serum than blood. When 
this was the case, the coagulum was small in proportion 
to th^ quantity of serum ; sometimes it was partly fluid, 
but generally firm enongh in consistence.^ When we 
did not venture to take more blobd from her extreme 
debility, and when the lower extremities were very 
aiiasarcous, we had recourse to scarifications, by which 
means a gpreat quantity of serous fluid passed off, 
which seemed to answer the purpose of the bleed- 
ing. When the discharge from this source ceased, 
the bleeding was occasionally resnmted, if the symp- 
toms above mentioned came on with any considera- 
ble degree of violence, and she seemed to bear the 
loss of blood better now than in the more early 



sope commenoes with a more general lai titude, and she ftds a gradual sink* 
ing of all her animal powen, until she loses every sensation, and whefi she 
recovers she feels that languor consequent upon fainting. 

Hie sute of iasensibilitj spoken of above, which is neither attended 
with suspension of breathing nor syncope; continues for a lon^ period 
and the pulse beats ; at first she is unomsdous of all that has t&en place, 
but before her perfect recovery she has sometimes been aware of what>waa 
passing, although she could not always speak or give an answer to a que^on. 

I have sometimes supposed the suspension mi|^t have acted as sTeep in 
recnuting her debilitated frame, for it certainly appears from her own account; 
«s wen as that of her mother, that she has obtamed little sleep for a very 
long period^ 

* In a case of pleitrisy, which occurred in my practice lately, I fbund it 
necessary to order bleedingto a considerable extent. The patient lost in all 
912 ounces ; fifty ounces were taken away in t)ie first twenty hours, at two 
bleedings, and the remainder in ihe proportion of eighteen or twenty ounces, aa ' 
the patient could bear it. He had i)een afflicted wur years ttgo with inflam- 
mation and abscess of the liver* When I first saw him the liver was consi* . 
derably enlarged; the body h'ad a generally jaundiced appefg-ance; he had 
passed and was paaring per anum gall stones and puriflent matter; waft^ 
irequently aflSicted with cold shiverings and spasms. The first quantities of 
blood which were drawn, exhibited a strongly cupped and bufTy appearance 
upon the sur&ce, but the inferior part was of the consistence of tar or treacle^ 
As the bleedings were continued, the blood assumed a more natural appea* 
ranee, but the crassamentum had still a strong bufi' upon it; the fluiditv was 
exchanged for considerable tenacity, so that the red part of the blood might 
be held upon the point of a knife. I mention this here as it would appear 
that the fluidity of the blood in the first instance should not deter one from 
continuing the bleeding, if, in a chronic case, symptoms indicating, inflaauna* 
fion, and j^roduced b^ acci4ental disease should occur* 
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U<^ediiig;8. Tlie catching and opprenion iii the breatU- 
faig madQ.me fear adhesions might baye talseo place hi 
the cavity of the chest;' but the cessation ef these symp* 
toms after. the bleedings and scarificationa induced me td 
alter this opinion, and to imagine that some peculiar ir- 
ritation acting on the nerves, supplying the neighbour- 
ing partsj was the cause not only of thede harrassing 
aymptoms, but of the convulsive affection of the di- 
aphragm.* 

When these symptoma were brought On by attempting 
to protrude th^e tongue, it would appear as if the com- 
munication of the continued nerve of the ninth pa|r 
which supplied partly the muscles of the tongue with thcS 
eighth pair^ the sympathetic, the celrvical, and the phre-> 
nic nerves might account for their occurrence. Might 
we not suppose^ also, that the peculiar affection df the 
sole of the right foot, which, when pri&ssed upon, pro- 
duced that violent and sudden retraction of it, and that 
general perturbation of the ^system, were caused by the 
nerves of the lower extremities derived from the lum- 
bar nerves, having through these means, a cfommutiica- 
tion with the numerous twigs frbm the continued trunk 
of the sympathetic nerve, and from thence with thef 
brain? 

' Many of the other symptoms which have occurred in 
this case, may be explained from a similar cdnnexion^ 
through the immediate nerves of the part, and their 
communication with the brain. 

The peculiar powers which excited orilr attention^ have 
not for more than two years been so conspicuous as to 
enable us to malce any more decisive experiments. Mis^ 
M'Avoy employs herself, when tolerably well^ in mak- 
.ing different little ornaments in sewing, and in netting. 
She has occasionally named a colour or read a word^ 
bat comparatively with the powers described in the Nar- 
rative^ her success in these attempts is of little impor- 
tance. When quiet and tranquil, not exposed to any 
noise or alarm, and not suffering from any domestic 
uneasiness, or more than usuially severe pains of the 



^ The very irritable state of the brain of ibis female is demonstrated b7 
|he eiibct produced by any sudden noise or alarm, whicb often occasiontd 
insensibility, oi the suspension of breathing to take {dace. 
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head or side. Miss M^Avoy has felt thU power return 
occasionally, in a slight degree."^ 

Whether this diinioution of the pow^r be derived from 
the morbid sensibility which almost eonstaatfy exists ia 
the left side and in the spine, and which has occnrrjed 
sometimes in other parts where tumours have appeared, 
is uncertain ; but it is surely not a very improt>able way 
of accounting for it^ because we have many instances 
upon record where the violent pain of one part of the 
body has diminished the excitement in a more distant 
part. Is it not probable, therefore, that this peculiar 
power which appeared frequently to be exercised by the 
points of the fingers, and sometimes by other parts of the 
surface of the body, in ascertaining colours, &c. shouifi 
be interrupted, or I may say almost annihilated by Jhis 
peculiar pain, which is always more or less present, 
and which is excessively increased by the slightest 
pressure ? 

If she were an impostor, and possessed of vision, 
there is no reason why she might not have continued 
the imposition to the present moment; for this pain. in 
the side would not prevent her from naming what she 
saw. 

Her opponents, indeed, say she could see when she 
named colours, &c. but now that she can scarcely 
name them, they may change their ground, and declare 
her to be blind.t Indeed it appears to me very strong 
evidence in her favour, that, under precisely similar cir- 
cumstances^abating a few peculiar symptoms which haye 
occurred since the publication of the Narrative) and 



* The sttrfoce of her body ii sensible to external objects passing over ft { 
tad I have observed her to give me her hand, when I put out mine quic^y 
to take it for the purpose of feeling her pulse, but if I presented mj hand 
quietly without covering her hand, it remained in its i>oeition until t 
took hold of it. The interruption to her breath produced a more violent ^- 
hct upon her general system, but this action upon the surftice of the body 
would seer ' " - . ^ 



i to be derived from a similar cause, although in an inferior di^ee 
upon parts not so immediately connected with the principles of life. 

* An assertion of this kind, I have no doubt will be made, tmt it will not 
AVtil them in proving that she could see when she distinguished colouA, &c. 
and that she is now blind because she cannot name them so decisively. It is 
well known that a variety of causes prevented the exhibition of her powers, 
when in the greatest perfection, and these causes certainly acted more rea« 
dily upon an Irritable fibre, and, producing a temporary suspension of tbem, 
might lead us to suppose a more violent action in the same habit might stiU 
further deteriorate, or entirely destroy this power, which was held upon so 
*ail a tenure^ 
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withoot any material chaQg;e in her general character^ 
or in the appearance of her face and eyes, from what hat 
been described, she should possess in so inferior a de- 
gree at the present moment, and for so very long a period 
the power wliich had before so eminently distinguished 
her, and which had been witnessed by so great a variety 
of persons during a period of more than twelve mouths, 
if it were not for some cause of this kind acting upon 
the nerves, or npon the sensoriomy which our iimited 
knowledge of these parts will not enable us to explain 
more fully. 

The indurated state of the abdomen and the torpor in 
the chylopoietic viscera were relieved by the mercurial 
and purgative medicines ; and they were occasionally 
useful in the latter stages of the disease. 

The freqnent bleedings kept the inflammatory symp- 
toms tinder, which, if they had been allowed, their full 
range must have destroyed her long ago. The scarifi- 
cations were also useful for the same purpose, aa4 in 
talcing away the serous fluid from the lower extremities, 
they might probably prevent its accumulation in the oa- 
Tities of the brain. 

Opiates generally produced rather a baneful than a 
beneficial effect, except when given to relieve uneasiness 
in the bowels, and even then, if the dose were not very 
small, she suffered very unpleasant effects from their ad« 
ihinistration. She found little benefit from any other 
medicines which were prescribed. 

I shall, for the present, desist from hazarding other 
opinions, as in the narration of this case it has been my 
chief aim to detail the facts which have occurred; to ab< 
stain as much as possible from theory, and to leave the 
public to draw its own deductions from them* 
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LeUer of Roberi Harrisam, E^q. io Dr. Renwick. 

My dear Sir, 

I send yoa a correct detail 
of the appeai^aDoes observed in dissecting the body of the 
late Miss M'Avoy, as noted at the time by my, old pupil 
Mr, Udny. I consider myself as bound to be particular 
in noticing them, not only in compliance with your re- 

Juest, but in the expectation of observing some extraer- 
inary deviation from natural structure which might 
explain those interesting phenomena which this case has 
presented through the long and painful illness to which 
yon have paid such unremitting attention. 

I feel it however my duty to observe, that in the many 
examinations of dead bodies which I have made, I have 
found very few in which disease had left such slight 
marks, or io which there was less satisfactory informa- 
tion gained by dissection. It is totally impossible for 
me, from the confined data obtained by this observation, 
to explain many of those unusual symptoms which were 
manifested during life, and which certainly placed this 
case in a state of uncertainty and obscurity, which I can- 
not but sincerely regret, have not been so sufficiently 
cleared by the eiEamination after death, as to induce 
me to intrude any observation with the view of elucidat- 
ing a train of symptoms, the cause of which, as well as 
many other medical jmd surgical diseases, not only re- 
main concealed during life, bnt produce so little change 
in those organs where they appeared to reside, that, not 
even a trace is found after death. 

In reply to your question, " fWhat did I conceive wcia 
the cause ofdecUh?'' I must observe, that for the fore- 
mentioned reasons, I feel that it would be almost pre- 
sumption to, give a positive answer. As far, however, 
as my information permits me to speak with certainty, 
I must say, that 1 did not notice any organic disease suffi- 
ent to destroy life. I feel more inclined to attribute her 
decease to excessive and long continued debility, the 
primary cause of which I cannot attempt to explain. 
You, who have watched the case from the commence- 
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meat, can best attempt suoh an explanation, and to your 
impartial judgment I shall leare the further inrestig^* 
tion, satisfied that, yonr only wish Is to state facts ex* 
actiy as they occurred, and to draw from them snch 
oendusions as may be perfectly legitimate. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Yonr's truly, 

ROQEUT HaRRISOK. 

Liverpooly Atig.lO, 1820. 
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By Bobert Harrifon, A. B. M. R. C. S. L. ft D. one of the DemoutnitOM 
of Anatomy, &c. to the School of Surffetr, in Dublin, before Drs. Ren- 
wick and JefFreys— Surgeons Thomas, Naum, Morcan, Loftus, Davidaon, 
and Udny— Rev. Messrs. Brewer and Towers, and several Pupila of Ih* 
Infirmary. 



As the body lay exposed on the table, the figure ap» 
peared to have been formed in good proportion ; the 
whole surface was extremely pale, having a pellacid ap- 
pearance, there being no marks of red blood in any part. 
Clear watery mucus was flowing from the mouth and 
nares. No tumour was observable abont the neck, 
chest, or abdomen. The spine, viewed posteriorly, was 
straight and without deformity. Several hfemorrhoidal 
excrescences protruded through the orifice of the anas, 
but did not appear in a state of inflammation. The lower 
extremities were remarkably swollen from anasarca, 
which had so distended the^ integuments about the pel- 
vis^ as to give that region an appearance of preternatural 
breadth, and had increased the size of the legs to a pro- 
digious degree. A quantity of fluid was escaping from 
incisions of the cuticle, made before death, a little 
above the ankle. 

We commenced the dissection by examining the con- 
tents of the cranium, in exposing which, we remarked, 
that the scalp was very easily detached from the bone, 
and no bloodi-vessels appeared during the separation. 
The cranium itself appeared unusually white and po- 
lished ; the sutures Were strongly united, and in some 
parts almost obliterated. The sagittal line did not di- 
vide the OS frontis, as it most frequently does, in the 
female at the age of the present subject. 
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The boDy arch beiof: separated by a circular iiiei8ioD 
with the saw, great difficulty was fell in detachiog it from 
the dura mater, the connection being remaricably intj« 
mate. The internal surface of the skull bore the im* 
presslons of several large vessels running in all direc- 
tionsy some of which were deeply furrowed in the bone, 
wWc^ appeared v^ry thick and stroDg, and felt extreofie- 
ly heavy, so much so, that had we met with it under dif- 
ferent circumstances we should have cpnsidered it as 
belonging to an adult male sobjeot. 

No unusual appearance was remarked on the outer 
surface of the dura mater. We saw none of thqse eminent 
&bi^ called glandulse Pact^Uoni, either oh the membrane, 
qr 19 the longitudiqal sinus, the wqIIs of which we ob* 
iiFiVed, were thkfker than ordinary | the caliber of the 
canal was of the usual dimensions. On raising off the 
dura mater, we perceived the arachnoid membrane, 
where it covers the hemispheres of the cerebrum, to be 
white and dense in some parts, and separated from the 
surface of the convolutions and their interstices, by an 
opaqise gelatinous etfusion. This appearance was most 
in the vicinity of the longitudinal sinus. 

The pia mater appeared pale, as also the whole sur- 
face of the brain ; v^ry many large vessels were distinctly 
ri^mt<&sd upon both sides, but they contained no blood, 
and the entire aspect impressed us with the idea, that 
the brain was less vascular than usual. The organ ac- 
curately filled the investing membrane, and to the touch 
it was of the usual firmness. On cutting each hemis- 
phere to a lev«l With the corpus caltosum, we remarked, 
the almost tclal absence of blood-vessels : we did not see 
any of those red dots which commonly appear so nume- 
rous in a division of medullary or fibrous substance ; but 
the centrum ovale appeared of a milk -white, unstained 
by any vascular appearance. The fibrous structure of 
the corpus callosum, was unusually evident, and the 
whole felt of a firm consistence. 

Th^ lateral ventricles were next opened. In their ca- 
vities a small quantity only of fluid was observed. The 
choroid plexus was very pale, but could be expanded, 
so as to shew its natural tissue free from any of those 
changes in structure so commonly observed. The sep- 
tum locidum was very strong and the various eminences 
throughout the whole extent ef these chambers, appear- 
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ed in a perfectly healthy state, and inproseoating tb|i 
dissection through the different laminae in the usual or/- 
der, down to the (hird ventricle, we were all satis^ed 
that we do not commonly see their several part^ so diii- 
tinctly marked, and so exempt from disease. In tk^ 
third ventricle, the commissura mollis wa^ very strong 
and broad; the different openings from their cavity 
were free and distinct, and the pineal gland had nearly 
the same appearance as in the young subject. On di- 
viding the tentorium cerebelli, the whole surface of the 
cerebellum presented the same pale aspect as the cere- 
brum, but in other respects was healthy. On exposing 
the canal which leads from the third to the fourth ven- 
tricle, we found the cavity to be of its ordinary dimen- 
sions ; but on its posterior wall we remarked some unu- 
sual appearances; here the surface was not smooth, 
white and polished, as in other parts, but appeared 
rough and dark coloured ; this was owing to a small 
fungus-like excrescence, which projected from the back 
part into the cavity ; it might be compared to a small 
portion of fur, it did not appear vascular, was very soft, 
and could be easily torn off from its connections; it was 
not unlike a small portion of coagulable lymph, effused 
in inflammation on a serous sumce. On making an 
incision into the hemispheres, they were of the qsualap- 
pearance. 

We next proceeded to examine the base of the brain, 
and the course of the cerebral nerves. The olfactory 
appeared healthy; behind these. the union of the optic 
nerves on the sphenoid bone w^s seen smaller than 
usual, very thin and flaccid^ as if the nervous substance 
did not fill the investing membrane, a little pale fluid 
beioff betTi^een the nerve and its tunic. The nerve, also 
fronithis to the orbit appeared very thin and flat, more 
particularly the left, which was peculiarly flaccid an4 
delicate ; traced back to their connection with the Thfi^- 
lami Optici and Tubercula quadragemina they appeared 
as usual, broad and flat. The pituitory gland, and 
Tnfundibulum were of natural situation ; and all the ce- 
rebral nerves presented a healthy appearance, having 
their usual attachments to the brain, and taking their 
tisual course ; all other parts on the base of the brain 
appeared perlectly healthy, and the same remark pasised 
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on looking: on the divided surface of the spioal marrow, 
which was cut in the cervical region. 

On opening the orbit we observed them to contain 
mnoh loose and watery adeps ; the muscles of the eye- 
balls were very weak and pale ; the nerves were all 
distinct, and the optic appeared of the usual size and 
consistence ; on cutting across both of these nerves, we 
did not observe the red spot pointing out tbe situation 
of the arteria centralis Retinae, so commonly seen in this 
incision. On dissecting the eye-ball itself, all the parts 
were distinctly seen in this beautiful organ, perfectly 
free from disease. The lens and its surrounding trans- 
parent fluids ; the retina and its investing tunics, with 
the pigmentum nigrum, were satisfactorily seen in both 
eyes. On the retina the punctum aureum was very bril- 
liant ; we could not see any of the branches of the be- 
fore-mentioned artery, either on the retina or piercing 
the vitrious humour. 

THORAX. 

Having elevated the anterior boundary of this cavity, 
a considerable quantity of loose adipose substance was 
seen covering the pericardium in greater abundancci 
than is usual at the age of this subject. The longs im- 
mediately collapsed very much, they being of a pale 
grey colour, and of their usual spongy emphysematoas 
feel. No disease was observed in their surface, or in 
their substance ; and no adhesions existed between the 
pleura pulmonalis and costalis. In each pleura about 
four ounces of reddish serum were contained. 

The pericardium was slightly distended, and flue- 
tnations could be distinctly felt ; on opening it, three 
ounces of a straw-coloured fluid was discharged, and 
the surface of the heart exposed. This organ had 
much adeps upon it, and felt extremely flaccid, and 
looked very pale. The serous membrane covering it 
was rough in spots, particularly near the apex, where 
many small white patches were obvious, and were pro- 
bably tbe efiects of inflammation once acute, but long 
since subsided. The interior of the heart was natural, 
and the different valvular apparatus perfectly uninjured. 
The right ventricle was very weak ; and the left, though 
thicker, was very pale; both contained long coagnia 
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of blood. Aroand the semiluDar valres of the AoHa^ 
flight traces of incipient disease were noticed. 

ABDOMEN, 

In this davitjr, no appearance of disease was obsenr* 
iibie, in the peritonsam^ stomachy or spleen. The live^ 
was rather large and soft, of a pale yellow colour ; there 
was no disease in its substance. The gall bladder waa 
full of dark coloured biie. The pancreas was healthy: 
also the mesenteric glands, the intestines^ both small and 
lar^e were distended with flattie 

The kidneys appeared very large, particularly th^ 
right ; they were both pale, and contained more adejis 
internally than is commonly observed^ The several 
capsules were as usual. The ureters and urinary blad- 
der were perfectly healthy. The uterus was very small : 
both ovaria were diseased, beings enlarged to the size of 
« hen's egg, and containing an infinite number of small 
transparent hydatids. 

On exposing the vertebral column, by removing the 
viscera and muscles in front of it, the whole was found 
strong and free from disease ; the nerves also passing out 
from it were of the regular size and colour. 

It Was not deemed necessary to examine the apiital 
•anali 
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Made after the Death of Miss M'Avo^^ 



The appearance upon dissection, and the detail of the 
symptoms in the Narrative and Continaation of this 
Case, will confirm the general position laid down by the 
anatomist, who minntely examines the different parts of 
the human body, that the seat and cause of disease sxm 
frequently not found out by dissection ; and that the 
cause which produced it is often very different from, 
and incongruous with the symptom expressed. The 
Physiologist must therefore expect to find this lesson 
often repeated to him by the Anatomist. It proves how 
easily he may err, when he wanders into the field of 
conjecture. But still he may console himself in the re-« 
flection that sometimes enough may be discovered to ac- 
count for many of the symptoms be has stated: and at 
any rate he has performed a duty in detailing circum- 
stances of a curious nature which he has seen, and which 
other individuals have witnessed as well as himself, whe- 
ther they can be accounted for or not. 

Bichat has said, that physiology deprived of the light* 
which anatomy gives, proceeds only by chance. It was 
for a long time only nourished by the flights of genius : 
a vain display which the imagination had decided out, 
but to be overturned by the breath of reason. 

The Physiologist deeply skilled in anatomy does not 
always obtain a proof of his reasoning being correct, 
when he even makes the research with his knife. Can we 
then wonder, that in an object so complicated, and so 
minutely constructed as the human frame, that it should 
be difficult to discover the origin of disease, or the im- 
mediate cause of death ? And more particularly when 
that disea8e> may be seated in parts, in which their for- 
mation would lead us to sa^, thus far thou shalt go ^ 



4<S 



ind no flirther* li^et, that reason which has heen im* 
planted into the mind of man, would not have been given 
to him, had it not been intended he should exert it for his 
own benefit^ and for that of mankind in general. Al« 
though bounds seem to be set to our obtaining that inti- 
mate knowledge of the structure and offices of the brain, 
and of the diseases dependant upon its derangement ; 
yet it i|)ay not be Impossible of attainment, i^hen we 
<H>nsider the rapid advances which have been made io 
our knowledge of some of the component parts of the 
human body ; of the peMliar actions of each, and of the 
nature of t|ie fluids secreted upon the various surfaces of 
the different membranes which are subservient to life. 
'* However long it may be befbrie we acquire this infer- 
nation, or whatever failures may occur to paralyse oqr 
efforts in the pursuit of it, it is yet our duty to continue 
^ the inquiry with all the perseverance in our power ; to 
|»mark symptoms ; to give openly to the public our prac^ 
tice and opinions, and we may then content ourselves 
that, if we have npt obtained, we have at least deserved 
success. ,'.'.. 

I shall now endeavour to follow Mr. Harrispn in his 
dissection, afad to draw from it those inferences, which 
inay throw some light upon the particular symptoms 
elicited in this case. 

The general appearance of the body was leucophleg- 
matic, or rather bordering upon that of tallow. The 
integuments about the pelvis were so distended as to give 
preternatural breadth to that region, which Mr. Harrison 
attribufted to anasarca. 

When the incision was made upon the breast I did not 
observe ai^y material serous exudation ; nor was there 
kny fluid of moment in the abdomen, but it was remarked 
there was more adipous substance than usual at the age of 
this subject. The fluctuation which appeared to me and 
others, filling the space between the last lumbar vertebra, 
the middle of the sacrum, and the hips, did not seem (be- 
fore death) to be so diffused, as in general anasarcii, bat 
to be in some measure confined to the parts above-named , 
and to be more deeply seated. Upon examination after 
death, this fluctuation had become more diffused, and its 
former local situation was nether perceptible to the sight 
iior to be felt by the touch. 

From the observation Miss M'Avoy made, that when 
file discharge jQcom the left \fg was more abundant, the 
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««^elliag above-mentioned beoame leu, it appeared tome, 
lliere might be some eommonication between them 

The anasarca of this leg had disappeared for some time 
before this deeper seated flnetaation was noticed ; and 
from the appearance the discharge had, when collected 
upon the bread and millc poultice, I thought it very si- 
mitar, in consistence and colour, to the fluid subjected 
to Dr. Bosiock's analysis: this colour mif^l^t however 
have been caused by the union of serous fluid with the 
milk usedin the poultice ; for upon a deep incision being 
made into the back of the leg after deaths a considerable 
quantity of fluid escaped, which was not tinged in this 
manner, but had rather a darker appearance than the 
serum of the blood. * 

Under tbe circumstances it iivas not possible to exa* 
mine minutely, tbe spisal column, so as to see if there 
trere any outlet from which this fluid could have passed 
down, where the fluctuation was felt upon the sacrum 
and between the hips. Dr. Bailiie has lately observed, 
that if there t>e serous efi'o^on between the membranes of 
the brain, a portion of the serum may fall into the cavity 
of the the cavertebralis, and press upon the lower part of 
the spinal marrow. In this case we might easily ao* 
count for the loss of power in the lower extremities. If 
such pressure existed ; but if necessary we might have 
recourse^ to the state of the brain itself, where the effects 
of injury were certainly evident. In paralytic affee* 
tions often no trace appears in the brain to account for 
them ; and yet, when they occur in a part of the body, 
or in the extremities, and cannot be traced to any cause 
existing in the immediate neighbourhood, or from local 
iojury, we have no other resource but to look for the 
cause in the brain. Mr. Harrison did not observe any 
opening internally ; hot wf^ could not break through 
the bony coverings, so as to examine if there were any 
outlet by which the first fluid had escaped. Its die* 
charge certainly took place, relieved the convulsions, 
and a great quantity passed down into the stomach; 
was thrown op again, and a part which had not entered 
the stomach on the fourth day, was obtained, and after* 
wards analyzed by Dr. Bostock. 

After the death of this patient, it was observed that 
fluid came down the nose and out of the sides of the . 
mouth, as she lay upon her back ; but when turned upon 
h^r face a very considerable quantity, which Mr. ilar* 
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fiBon calls a clear walery mncosy was flowing from the 
month and nostrils. I regret we did not preserve some 
of this fluid ; for it was in mnch greater quantity than 
usually occurs, and appeared very much to resemble 
that which was obtained after the first attack of convul- 
sions. It might have been the more fluid part of that 
effusion which had taken place upon the arachnoid 
membrane, the traces of which were only observed by 
a gelatinous appearance, which separated the brain 
and its convolutions from a more close connexion with 
this investing membrane. It may be remembered also 
that a discharge took place through the nose and ear» 
of a similar consistence to that whic}i was observed upon 
this membrane. It is also more reasonable to suppose 
this to have been the oase, than that it should have been 
secreted in so great a quantity upon the mucous mem- 
brane of the nose, because a peculiarity was observed in 
this female, that she rarely blew her nose; and it was 
therefore improbable, that so great a quantity of fluid 
could have been secreted upon its surface. Her mother 
informed me that if she were subjected to any domestic 
uneasiness, a discharge now and then took place down 
the nose, which was of so acrid a nature, as to excoriate 
the adjacent parts; and it would seem not to have been 
derived from the mucous membrane, but from a higher 
source, even the brain, its ventricles, or investing mem- 
branes. I have already noticed in my observations pre- 
vious to the death of Miss M'Avoy, that from obtaining, 
on the fourth day after the convulsions sev^ep ounces of 
this fluid in the short space of one minute, the quantity 
effused altogether must have been immense, and it must 
have been liberated from the brain nearly in a ratio with 
its quantum of secretion. To have contained this quan- 
tity the brain, as well as the bones of the skull must 
have been distended so as to have met the exigency. 
This, however, could not happen in this instance, be- 
cause death must have ensued, by the compression this 
accumulation of fluid would have caused upon the brain 
if it had not found an outlet. From the compacted state 
of the sutures also, the cranium had become so firmly 
united, as to render its extension, without absolute frac^- 
ture, impossible. 

The anasarcous state of the legs and thighs had been 
observed before at different times, and it sometimes 
subsided. Previous toihe first attack of eonvulsione. 
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the anasarca of the lower extremities suddenly disap- 
peared.* 

Upon my first visit Miss M *Avoy complained of vio- 
lent pain in the fore and back part of the head, with a 
throbbing and beating sensation. The vessels of the 
tanica conjunctiva were filled with red blood, but she 
saffered very little uneasiness from the action of light. 
She was so mnch affected with giddiness, as to stagger 
in walking across the room. With the left eye she could 
scarcely distinguish any object; and with the right, for 
several days previous to me seeing her, every object at a 
distance appeared white, and those which were near 
double. It would seem therefore, that this sudden dis- 
appearance of the swelling from the lower extremities' 
had caused these symptoms ; and we might reasonably 
draw the inference of a metastasis having taken place, 
and that this fluid had been diffused between the men- 
inges, or deposited in the ventricles of the brain. 

Convulsions certainly did occur, and had the brain not 
been relieved by the discharge of this fluid death must 
have ensued on or about the 12th of June, 1816; as we 
left her in a most exhausted state, and without a proba- 
ble chance of recovery. This recovery was however, 
for the present obtained, and apparently, in conse- 
quence of this discharge having taken place at the time 
and in the manner mentioned in the Narrative. 



. * I have trtatcd this translation of serous fluid not to be a veir uncommoa 
ocdinrenoe. Indeed, m^y cases are upon recoid, in winch the nuld has sud- 
denly disappeared from one part only to be deposited upon another, and some* 
tknes to be absorbed and dissipated altogether. 

Instances eecur, wfa«ne more deleterious fluids have been removed ftora their 
excretive organs; even pus has been absorb suddenly, afotd left hardly a trace* 
of its previous existence. 

The two following instances will corroborate this opinion:— Mr. IJdny in- 
forms me, that Mr. Wilmot, of Dublin, in his Lectures, mentions the case of a 
gentleman (to whom he was called in,) who had been intoxicated the preceding 
evening. He complained of great pain in the abdomen, with a wish of pasang 
his urine,, but he was unable to do so s the bladder was distended to a v«ry 
unusual degree. Mr. W. went home for « catheter, and returned in half an 
hour, when he found him in a state of coma: the tumour of the abdomen had 
subsided, and in passing the catheter into the bladder, it was empty. -He died 
shortly after, and on dissection the ventricles of the brain were found full of 
a fluid of a curious smell and appearance. 

A gentleman, when attending his medical studies in London, was scarcely 
able to walk, in consequence of a bubo which had suppurated, was nearly as 
big as his fist, and the skin appeared of that colour and thinness, he thought it 
must burst in the night : but to his astonishment, in the morning, not a trace of 
it remained, except that the skia was a little more wrinkled on the one side than 
on the othert He continued the course of medicine he wa? before pursuing, 
and never felt any inconvenience aftei'wardsk 
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llm different attacks of eonvakion were several times 
rtheved, either in a similar way ; by the discharge of a 
irelatinoiis fluid through the nose; by proftise perspira- 
fion ; or by the appearance of the catamenia. Once a 
aiight discharge took place (of a gelatiaoos flaid) from 
the ear. 

Had she been permitted to sarvive a little longer, it is 
probable one of the former results might have happened 
l^in ; for the legs and thighs were very much distended 
with serous fluid ; and although the scarifications caused 
at times a rery considerable discbarge, it was not coo- 
atant, and a part Of it during the period when it ceased, 
might probably have been taken op by the absor^ 
bents^ wbicli being overloaded by this additional supply^ 
would naturally pour out through the medium of the ex- 
halants this superfluity into some of the cavities; and as 
It would appear this circumstance had taken place be- 
fore, either in the ventricles, or between the meniDges 
of the brain, it is more reasonable to suppose that it 
would be deposited again upon ttese, rather than upon 
other surfoees. Death, however, seized its victim before 
this event could take place ; therefore, we have only the 
appearance of the white spots upon the arachnoid mem- 
brane ; of the gelatinous fluid between the convolutions 
and interstices of the brain ; the discharge of fluid from 
the nose and mouth after death, and the cireamstanees 
which had occurred upon the cessation of the different 
convulsions to snpport the opinion originally formed. 

The attachment of the dura mater to tlie cranium, 
the very strict union of the sutures, and the strong im- 
pression of large vessels running in all directions upon 
It, some of which were deeply furrowed in the bone, 
shew that at one time or other strong action of the ves- 
sels had existed. The cranium itself was very thick and 
strong ; felt extremely haa^'y, so as to give it the ap- 

Searance of belonging to an adult male subject. The 
nra mater was not altered in its structure. The glan- 
dulae Paccbioni were not seen on the membrane, or in 
the longitudinat sinus, the walls of which were observed 
to be thicker than ordinary.* 

• It is curious that these glands were not visible. In what manner can we 
account for their disappearance, or extinction : their uses are not certainly 
inown, and many physiologisto think them of little importance; yet they are 
alipost always found on the inside of the Longitudinal sinus, and appear to be 
connected with the opening of the fteins: they generally api>eai «f a Seshy co- 
lour, projecting like x^impLc^, or tlie e^ of silk worms^ 



£1 



Wherever a tUckening ef parts takes plaoe*we muat 
soppose disease to have existed ; and, from the walls of 
this siDus being thickened^ it most probably has arisen 
from increased vascular action^ 

I have already spoken of the appearance of the arach>* 
noid membrane. The pia mater appeared pale ; alM 
the whole sarface of the brain. Very many large ves- 
sels were distinctly ramified opon both sides, bnt they 
contained no blood, and the entire aspect impressed us 
with the idea that the brain was less vascular than usoaL 
In different cases, I ha ire seen where patients have died 
of hydrocephalus, particularly where they hare been re«> 
lieved, and the disease has reciirred» there is less ap^ 
pearance of vascularity, than where it terminates more 
suddenly. This patient was bled to a considerable ex*> 
tent; at first in small, bnt latterly in larger quantities^ 
and the very last bleeding shewed signs of the necessity 
of meeting, with the fullest effect, the urgency of the 
symptoms. This blood was firm, tenacious, and nrighi 
be held for a' considerable time upon the point of « 
knife without shewing any marks of a weakened cofae** 
sion of its particles. Indeed in the early bleedings, the 
blood appeared sometimes much less tenacious. Since* 
the. dissection some observations have been made, I 
understand that the bleedings may have caused this 
blanched appearance of the vessels of the brain, and 
that we have purstied this plan of treatment to too great 
an extent ; bnt I am satisfied if it had not been particu- 
larly attended to, she would have long mnce died of the 
consequences of inflammatory action. Her own feel- 
ings, tiie ameUoratiott generally of the symptoms after 
each bleeding, and my own experience of the beaeftt 
resulting from the practice in this case, will justify mm 
in the means I pursued. 

In the latter bleedings, the force with which the blood 
rushed out of the orifice, even after the fillet was taken 
off, is a poof that the stilch in the side produced violent 
action In the heart and arteries ; and this increased action 
must also have beed transmitted to the veins. The feei>- 
ings of the patient herself, as to the r^ief afforded, is 
the best comment opon the propriety of the practice. 

The brain and cerebellum were generally healthy in 
their appearance, excepting that they had a paler as- 
pect upon their surface, and through their sobstanee. 

6: 
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from i\a vessek not being so filled #Uh red blood ta te 
nsnaily seen in aabjecto where no long-continueo affee- 
' lion of the brain has existed. 

The first, second, and third ventricles appeared in 
their usual state ; but the fourth ventricle shewed marks 
of disease. 

This alteration of structure was probably owing to 
the cause Mr. Harrison assigned, vis. ** inflammation." 
Could serous effusion have been produced by this cause, 
and of such an amount as to have accounted for the dis- 
charge of the fluid, which is supposed to have passed 
down from the brain into the stomach, through the nose 
and ear ; and to have made a lodgement between the 
hips, after passing down the vertebral theca : or, was it 
only derived from the effusion caused by inflammation 
of the arachnoid membrane, the remains of which were 
seen in the gelatinous substance which appeared in the 
convolutions and interstices of the brain ? In whatever 
way It was produced, it is certain some fluid existed, 
was passed down into the stomach, through the nose 
and ear, and was felt by different individuals between 
the hips. 

The olfactory nerves bad a healthy appearance ; behind 
these the union of the optic nerves on the sphenoid bone 
was seen smaller than usual, very thin, and flaccid, as if 
the nervous substance did not fill the investing membrane, 
a little pale fluid being between the nerve and its tunic. 
The nerves also from this to the orbit appeared very 
thin and flat, more particolarly the left, which was pe- 
culiarly flaccid and delicate. 

On opening the orbit, much loose and watery fat was 
.observed. The muscles of the eye-ball were very weak 
and pale. The nerves were all distinct, and the Optic 
appeared of the usual size and consistence, but on cut- 
ting across both of these nerves, the red spot pointing 
out the situation of the arteria eentralis retime, so 
commonly seen on this ooeaslon, was not observed^ nor 
were any of its branches discovered either in the retina 
or piercing the vitreous tumour. The more than usual 
quantity of adeps<m}ght be accounted for, from the cir- 
cumstance that there was generally a predisposition in 
this subject to the aQcumulation of fot, which might have 
arisen from the quiescent state in which the body was 
kept by her inability to move about. In this particular 
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part of tbe body^ its loose and w&lery appearanee migiit 
hare been caused by the diminished excitement which a 
state of blindness would naturally produce. Had sight ex* 
isted, and the motions of tlie different parts of the eye 
been properly exercised, thissoperfldity would have been 
necessarily removed by the quicker action of the ab^ 
sorbents. 

Tbe muscles of the eye*ball were very weak and pale, 
whioli has been supposed to have arisen partly from tbe 
loss of blood, but when we consider the general relief 
afforded by the bleedings, (which were never greater 
than to meet the exigency of the ease) the state of the 
blood, with respect to its firmness and tenacity, in tbe 
very last bleeding, we can hardly attribute the state of 
these muscles to the detraction of blood ; for if this had 
been the cause of their weakness and palenesH, we might 
have expected to have 'seen more imperfection in the 
coats and humours of the eye, as well as in the muscles ; 
instead of which, the membranes, humours, &e. of ihm 
beautiful organ, even to the puoctum aureum of Soem* 
mariog, were seen in a perfectly healthy state : they 
could not all have existed in this state without a due 
distribution of blood ; but in what way could the retina 
have received apropersupply of blopd, if its own artery 
were obliterated? For the purpose of its mere existence 
as a membrane, it might be supplied with sufficient 
blood, by some small twigs froin the ciliary arteries ; but 
for that of vision, probably more would be required, to 
give the minute branches of the nerve their proper nou* 
rishment and sensibility. 

It appears to me, that the weakened action of these 
muscles arose from the loss of vision, which prevented 
them from being exercised in a proper manner. If a 
muscle be not brought into action for a long period, it 
will become incapable of producing any of those moti* 
ons which were natural to it ; and if an attempt be made 
to .recover the tone it has lost from disuse, a stronger sti- 
mulus will be required to bring it into action, and it must 
be employed cautiously and frequently, to restore it to 
its pristine vigour. Tbe effects of convulsion were per* 
ceived in this peculiar case, when it gave additional sti* 
mulos to these muscles, and excited them into extreme 
action; but when it ceased, the motion of the eye-balls 
were probably still more weakened, because a too sud* 
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jdftn and strong exicttement prodlooea a g^eat dagree of 
debility afteriratrds. . 

. The fuDOtions of the retina coold not be performed 
by the aerve alone, because the nerves depend as moch . 
#6r sapport upon the circulation of blood, as the blood- 
ressels depend upon nervoos influence for the con- 
tinuation of their action. It has been observed that 
the pnpil of the left eye had fewer motions than the 
right, and we find, from the dissection, that its nerve 
was pecdiiarly flaccid and delicate. The opponents of 
Miss M^Avoy, may of course, reason upon this general 
healthy state of the eyes, as a proof that she possessed 
the power of vision ; but they must at the same time re- 
collect, that in amauros^is little alteration sometimes ap- 
pears in the structure of the eye, its membranes, coata, 
bumourS) or vessels. The optic nerve may not appear 
altered in its structure, upon dissection, whilst Its 
powers were allowed to be so totally inert during life 
as to produce blindness. If, however, in addition to 
the obliteration of the central artery of the retina and 
its branches, we find an altered structure of the optic 
nerves at their qnioo upon the sphenoid bone, as de- 
monstrated by their smaUness, thinness, and flaccidity ; 
as if the nervous substance did not fill the investing 
membrane ; a pale fluid intervening between the sub- 
stance of the nerve and its tunic, which must neces- 
sarily press upon that 8ul)stance ; and the nerves af- 
ter their division from this point to the orbit, being very 
thin and fl$it, we cannot doubt that these appearances 
n/ust have been caused by disease, and that of no small 
moment. 

If we consider this ^ase in all its bearings, the symp- 
toms which preceded Miss M^.Avoy's blindness ; the con- 
vulsionil which followed ; the discharge of serous fluid 
which removed these convulsions; her peculiar powers, 
asexhibited in situations where sightcould have no influ • 
ence ; the insensibility of the eyes upon exposure to the 
rays of the vivid sun, or to the most brilliant colours of 
the solar spectrum, thrown suddenly, and in all direc- 
tions upon them ; a similar insensibility to the sudden ap«< 
plication of any pointed, or other instrument ; her per** 
feet indifference upon a pistol being suddenly pointed at 
her; the want of irritability in thecornea or hall of the 
eye, when a probe or other so|}stance was pressed npon^ 
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of passed orer it and the papil, we shall Uardly reqtilre 
the aid of disease to prore her blindness. 

From these considerations I think a strong case will 
appear in support of onr opiniofithat Miss M^A^oy was 
Wind from the time specified in the Narrative, to the 
period of her death. 
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The principal appearances in this cayity» were a consi- 
derable quantity of loose adipose snbstance covering the 
pericardium in greater abundance than is usual at the 
age of this subject. 

The lungs were healthy. There was not the least ap* 
pearance of disease in them. No adhesions existed be- 
tween t|ie pleura pulmonalis, and costalis. 

I have stated in my remarlcs previous to her death, 
that the catching and oppression in the breathing made 
me fear adhesions, which so commonly are seen in the 
dissection of dead bodies, might have existed in this case 
to a serious extent; but the cessation of these sjnuptoms 
after the bleedings and scarifications, induced me to al- 
ter this opinion, and to imagine that some peculiar irri- 
tability acting on the nerves, supplying the neighbour- 
ing parts, was the cause not only of these harassing 
symptoms, but of the convulsive affection of the di- 
aphragm. This opinion is confirmed by the dissection. 

The symptoms of pneumonia which occurred in Aa- 
.gust last, induced me to preaerihe bleeding repeatedly, 
and it has been often supposed (by the intelligent men 
who saw her labouring under the effects of this disease) 
she would have borne still larger bleedings at the time. 
It was attended with a very harsh cough, which conti- 
nued for a considerable time after the other symptoms 
were relieved. In this case, however, no appearance of 
former disease remained on the surface of the lungs, or 
in its substance : yet a larger quantity of fluid appeared 
in each cavity of the chest than usual, which might have 
been produced by exudation upon a serous surikce from 
Inflammation of its membrane. 

It will be the business of more able anatomists than 
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mjrwlf, and who have had more (^poriuaities of iaves* 
tigatiDg the seat and caase of disea:^e, (from dissection,} 
to determine, whether by the active means which were 
used to relieve inflammatory action, it might not be pos- 
sible to prevent these appearances of diseased surface 
which commonly occar where these means have not 
been used in proper time. 

The same observation will apply also to the disap- 
pearance of all the tumours, previous to the death of 
this patient, except that between the hips, which after- 
wards gave the appearance of preternatural breadth to 
them. 

The pecnlfarsymploms mentioned in the Narrative and 
in the Continuation of this Case, would lead me to sup- 
pc/se we might trace the cause of many of them from the 
state of the heart and pericardium. The fluid con- 
tained in the pericardium was about four ounces: Mr. 
Harrison says only three, but about an ouoce was lost 
in pouring it out from a cup into a phial, and nearly as 
much' was l^ft In the cavity. The quantity taken to the 
Infirmary, was exactly two ottpoe^ and a half. The ef- 
fusion of this fluid marks a diseased action to have taken 
place upon its surface, and most probably from inflam- 
mation. 

The accumulation of fat marks a diminution, or a de- 
ficiency in the active powers of the heart. The appear- 
ance of the serous membrane covering the heart indi- 
cated inflammation to have existed, and it particularly 
shewed itself near its apex. Mr. Harrison supposes this 
to have long since subsided. The violent stitch she so 
frequently felt, was indicative of present inflammation, 
^r, at least of diseased structure, which prevented the 
functions of the heart from being properly performed. 
The weakness of the walls of the right ventricle, might 
cause the blood not to be propelled with its usual force, 
and in its proper quantity, into the pulmonic artery, 
and from this artery through the substance of the liings; 
and tWs weakened state ma}* also account for that 
peculiar symptom of oppression which was caused by 
placing tlie hand so near the mouth as to intercept the 
breath; because any sudden interruption to the re- 
ception of atmospheric air into the lungs of so Irritable 
an habit must have the efiect of impeding the oxygenation 
of that blood which is to be returned through the pnl- 
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moiiary veiDS^ into the left aarlele, then into the left ren- 
tricle, and from thence into the aorta and its ramifi- 
cations. 

It is impossible to say when this inflammation of tb« 
membrane covering the heart commenced. In Jane 
1816, she complained of palpitation of the heart, and of 
oppression in the breathing, bat at that time I looked 
upon these symptoms as dependant upon the enlargement 
of the liver, and upon the tense and incompressible state 
of the abdomen. As these symptoms, after the use of mer> 
cary, were removed in the course of that year, I think it 
more probable they were symptomatic of the state of 
the liver and abdomen, than that any active intfamma«- 
tion existed at that period in the heart or upon its invest* 
ing membrane. 

The appearances around the semilunarvalves marked 
incipient disease, which might, at a later period of life, 
have terminated in ossification. 

It cannot be decisively known when this inflammatioii 
of the investing* membrane of the heart first commenced, 
but it is probable it preceded the more violent symptom 
of catching in the breathing. The convulsive motion of 
the diaphragm might also have been derived from the 
same cau.se. The connexion between the heart and 
muscles of respiration, independent of any other cause, 
will account for the first ; and that of the phrenic nerve 
with the heart, will bear me out in the opinion, that the 
latter symptom originated from this connection between 
the heart and the diaphragm^ 

' The fluid contained in the pericardium most probably 
owed its origin to the inflammation of the surface of Its 
membrane, and many of the peculiar symptoms might 
have been caused by the effects of this inflammation. 

The heart is an organ of that active and important 
nature, that the least alteration in its structure may la^ 
the foundation of serious disease; and wa often see that 
it proceeds in its course, until it terminate In some hor- 
rible kind of death .^ If disease exist in itself, or in its 
membranes, and that disease be only incipiei^t, it. may 
occasion symptoms of a curious, and indefinable nature. 
Of this kind is the sensation she expressed of a cold ring 
of iron placed upon the point of Ihe heart; and of th^ 
cold drop of water falling within liie centre of tiie ringj^ 
previous to the stitch coming op. 
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Ib what way are these synptoms to be accotmled 
for ? The catehiogaad opprefsion of the brealhing, and 
the coDvnkive affection of the diaphragm, as the longs 
were soond, most have arisen from the state of the heart, 
which however dightly diseased, mi^t ha|ve prodaced 
these peculiar symptoms through the medium of the 
uerres communicating from that organ, with the mns* 
eles of respiration and with the diaphragm. 

Mias M^Avoy was occarionally sniiject to palpitation 
of the heart, and any sodden noise or alarm frequently 
threw her into a state of insensibility. The Erst symp- 
tom* may be derived from the same cause which pro* 
dooed the catching and oppression in the breathing, and 
the convulsive affection of the diaphragm ; or from ner* 
vous irritability. The lattereffect must have been owing 
to the peculiarly irritable state of the brain alone. 

It appears Miss M^Avoy was very backward in her 
learning ; sewed very indifferently ; and had lilte acute* 
■ess in her perceptions previons to the disefaar^s of the 
fluid: but after warjis she learned every thing wlthease^ 
sewed very well, and her perceptions were very acute. 
These circumstances can only be accounted for from 
some peculiar change having taken place in the state of 
the brain* She occasionally exhibited symptoms of 
hysteria, and some persons, before the dissection, have 
supposed the convulsions which afflicted her, to have 
been hysterical, but this opinion does not appear to be 
eorrect, as many of them came on without being attend- 
ed with this disease. 

Hysteria, is one of the most Proteus-like diseases we 
are acquainted with ; but Miss M^Avoy seemed to en- 
deavour to check any disposition to it in herself; and as 
there were traces found of disease in the brain^ we most 
have recourse to it for an explanation of the cause of the 
convulsions. 

The peculiar sensibility of the fingers I have given 
proofii of; but, it will not be easy to explain in what 
way it has originated. It was only known to herself 
about three months after her blindness came on. Could 
it have existed before? And that, from the circum-* 
stance of her seeing at the time, this, power was not 
known even to herself. Or, is it not more probable that 
the same cause whiQh produced a brighter ioteHect, 
than she before possessed, migbt have also given a 
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great degre^.of seottbility to the* nerves of the fingers^ 
and of some other parts of 4he surface of the body ? 

ABDOMEN. 

^o disease appeared in this cavity,- unless we attribQ40 
to disease, the pftle yellow colour of the liver, its great 
enlargement, and its softness. I have little doubt the' 
liver bad been diseased, and that the frequent use of 
mercury had . restored it to a more healthy state* The 
general tension .of the Abdamen; w«s relieved in the ear.«« 
ly period of my attendance, and apparently by the use of 
the mercury and purgatives* 

The mesenteric glands were supposed originally, to 
have been affected ; or, whence these tumours in the Ab- 
domen spoken of previous to my first visit? 

It is a curious fact, that no tumour, or vestige of a 
tumour, was observed in these parts on dLssectioti, because 
not only from the symptoms, but from the elevation of 
the tumour above the surrounding parts it did ap- 
pear to exist, and Cjnly subsided upon the discharge of 
matter at diffefetit jt^oifes through the bladder. From 
what cause this appearance of tumour orginated, or 
whence this matter was derived, will be difScult to ex- 
plain ; but certainly the former was noticed by different 
individuals, and the latter subjected to the test of expe- 
riment, which proved its nature. 

The kidneys were larger than natural, particularly the 
right ; were both pa1e« and contained internally, more 
fat than usual: the several capsules had suffered no 
change* 

Is it probable that the purulent matter passed off with 
the urine could have been secreted in this organ, with- 
out leaving a trace behind it? 

The Psoas muscles Were cut into, but there appeared 
no remains of disease. 

The ureters and urinary bladder were perfectly heal- 
thy. The symptoms of dysuria and pain have probably. 
been caused by irritation only ; or sdme marks of disease 
would have surely appeared. 

The Uterus was very small. Both ovaria were dis- 
eased, or enlarged to the size of a hen's eg^y and con- 
tained an iDfinite number of small hydatids. , The state 
of the uterus may account for the suppression and al- 

h 
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tored appearance of tbe catamenia ; and it b probable this 
affectioa of the oteras and of the ovaria may have pro 
dttced that variable and uoMttled state of the stomach 
mod bowels which so often affected her. 

The entire case of this female is now before the pab- 
lie, and it will jad^e how far the appearances npon die- 
Motion may enable us to account for her blindness, and 
many of the symptoms which have occnrred ; and whe • 
ther the proofs, I have adduced, of her possessing pecu- 
liar powers through the mediam of her fingers, are not 
euflBcient to corroborate the statements originally made 
in the Narrative and which were supported at the-tioi^ 
by tbe evidence of many other individuals. 
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